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In which certain per ſonages of this delightful hiftary 


are introduced to the reader” 5 ICAUAIRIGRCE. 


* NN A was on che great northern roud 
By 3% it NN from York to London, about the 
oi ff beg of the month of October, 

1 . and the hour of eight in the Even- 
NN N , that four travellers were by 


violent ſhower of rain. driven for 
KEE EI ſhelter into a little public houſe 
on the fide of the high way, diſtinguiſhed by a gn - 
which was faid to exhibit the figure of a Black Lion. 
The kitchen, in which they aſſembled, was the only 
room for entertainment in the houſe, paved with red 
| bricks, remarkably clean, furniſhed with three or 
four le chairs, adorned with ſhining plates of 
A 4 pewter 


4 
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pewter and copper ſauce-pans nicely ſcoured, that 
even dazzled the eyes of the beholder; while a 
chearful fire of ſea-coal blazed in the chimney. 
Three of the travellers, who arrived on horſeback, 
having ſeen their cattle 1 accommodated in 
the ſtable, agreed to paſs the time, until the wea- 
ther ſhould clear up, over a bowl of rumbo, which 
was accordingly prepared: but the fourth, refuſing 
to join their company, took his ſtation at the oppo- 
ſite ſide of the chimney,” and called for a pint of 
two-penny, with which he indulged himſelf apart. 
At a little diſtance, on his left hand, there was ano- 
ther groupe, conſiſting of the landlady, a decent wi- 
- dow, her two daughters, the elder of whom ſeemed 
to be about the age of fifteen, and a country lad, 
who ſerved both as waiter and oftler. 

The ſocial triumvirate was compoſed of Mr. FII- 
LET, a country practitioner in ſurgery and widwifery, 
Capt. Crowe, and his Nephew Mr. Tromas 
CLARKE, an attorney. FiLLET was a Man of ſonie 
education, and a great deal of experience, ſhrewd, 
ſly, and ſenſible. Capt. Cxowe had commanded a 
merchant-ſhip in the Mediterranean trade for many 
years, and ſaved ſome money by dint of frugality 
and traffick. He was an excellent ſeaman, brave, 
active, friendly in his way, and ſcrupulouſly honeft ; 
but as little acquainted with the world as a ſucking 
child; whimſical, impatient, and fo impetuous that 
he could not help breaking in upon the converſation, 
whatever it might be, with repeated interruptions, 
that ſeemed to burſt from him by involuntary im- 
pulſe : when' he himſelf attempted to ſpeak, he 
never finiſhed his period; but made ſuch a number 
of abrupt tranſitions, that his diſcourſe ſeemed to 
be an unconnected ſeries of unfiniſhed ſentences; the 
meaning of which it was not eaſy to decypher. His 

nephew, Tom CLARKE, was a young fellow, whoſe 
. goodneſs of heart even the exerciſe of his profeſſion 
had not been able to corrupt: Before ſtrangers he 
never owned himſelf an attorney, without bluſhing, 
though he had no reaſon to bluſh for his own 
| | practice; 
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practice; for he conſtantly refuſed to engage in the 


cauſe of any client whoſe character was equivocal, 
and was never known to act with ſuch induſtry as 
when concerned for the widow and the orphan, or 
any other object that ſued in forma pauperis, Indeed 
he was fo ror with human kindneſs, that as of- 
ten as an affecting ſtory or circumſtance was told in 
his hearing, it overflowed at his eyes. Being of 
a warm complexion, he was very ſuſceptible of 
paſſion, and ſomewhat libertine in his amours. In 
other reſpects, he piqued himſelf on underſtanding 
the practice of the courts, and in private company 
he took pleaſure in laying down the 2 ; but he was 
an indifferent orator, and tediouſly circumſtantial 
in his explanations. : his ſtature was rather diminu- 
tive ; but, upon the whole, he had ſome title to the 
character of a pretty, dapper, little fellow. The 
folitary gueſt had ſomething. very forbidding in his. 
aſpect, which was, contracted by an habitual frown. 
His eyes were ſmall and red, and fo deep ſet in the 
fockets, that each appeared like the unextinguiſhed 
ſnuff of a farthing candle, gleaming through the 
horn of a dark lanthorn. His noftrils were elevated 
in ſcorn, as if his ſenſe of ſmelling had been perpe- 
tually offended by ſpme unſavory odour ; and he 
looked- as if he wanted to ſhrink within himſelf, 
from the impertinence of ſociety. He wore a black 
eriwig as ſtraight as the pinions of a raven, and 
his was covered with an hat flapped, and faſtened 
to his head by a ſpeckled handkerchief tied under his 
chin. He was wrapped in a great coat of brown. 
frize, under which ſeemed to conceal a ſmall 
bundle. His name was FexxeT, and his character 
diſtinguiſhed by three peculiarities. He was never 
ſeen to ſmile : he was. never heard to ſpeak in praiſe 
of any perſon whatſoever; end he was never known. 
to give a direct anſwer to any queſtion that Was 
aſked : but ſeemed, on all occaſions, to be actuated 
dy the moſt perverſe ſpirit of contradiftion.. 
Capt. Crowe, having remarked that it was: 
ſqually weather, aſked how far it was to the next: 
ale As market- 
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market-town ; and underſtanding that the diſtance 
was not tefs than fix miles, faid he had a good mind 
to come to an anchor for the night, if ſo be as he 
could have a tolerable Birth in this here harbour. 
Mr. FiLLE r, perceiving. by his ſtile that he was a 
ſea-faring gentleman, obſerved: that their landlady 
was not uſed to lodge ſuch company; and expreſſed 
fome ſurprize, that he who bad no doubt endured 
fo many ſtorms and hardſhips at fea, ſhould think 
much cf travelling five or fix miles a-horſeback by - 
moon-lighht. For my part, faid he, I ride in all 
weathers,. and at all hours, without Lg cold, 
wet, wind, or darkneſs. My conſtitution is ſo caſe- 
hardened, that I believe I conld live all the. year 
at Spitzbergen. With teſpect to this road, I know 
every foot of it ſo exactly, that Pl engage to travel 
forty miles upon it blindfold, without making one 
fal'e ſtep ; and if you have faith enough to put 
yourſelves under my auſpices, I will conduct you 
fafe to an elegant inn, where you will meet with 
the beſt accommodation.“ Thank you, brother, 
(replied the Captain) we are much beholden to 
you for your courteous offer ; but, howſomever, 
you muſt not think I mind foul weather more than 
my neighbours. I have worked hard aloft and 
alow in many a tought gale——but this here is the 
caſe, d'ye ſee z we have run down a long day's 
reckoning: our beaſts have had a hard ſpell ; and 
as for my own hap, brother, I doubt my bottom- 
gas have loft ſome of their ſheathing, being as 
how I 2n't uſed to that kind of ſcrubbing.” | 
The Doctor, who had praftiſed on hoard a man 
of war in his youth, a. was perſeQly. well ac- 
juainted with the Captain's dialed, „ iN him, 
YO if his bottom was damaged, he would new-pay. 
it with an excellent ſalye, which he always carried 
about him, to guard againſt ſuch. accidents on the. 
road: but Tom CLARKE, who ſeemed to have caſt 
the eyes of affection upon the landlady's. eldeſt, 
Wm hter, DoLLy, objected to their proceediny 
ther without reſt and refreſhment, as Hey had 


already 


* 
* * 


already travelled fifty miles ſince morning: and he 
was ſure his. uncle muſt be fatigued both in mind 
and body, from vexation as well as from a hard 
exerciſe, to which he had not been accuſtomed. 
FiLLET then defiſted, faying, he was ſorry to find, 
the Captain had any cauſe for vexation; but he 
hoped it was not an incurable evil. This expreſſion 
was accompanied with a look of curiofity, which 
Mr. CLARKE was glad of, an occaſion to gratify; 
tor, as we have hinted above, he was a very com- 
municative gentleman, and the affair which. now- 
lay upon his ſtomach intereſted him nearly. P11 
aſſure you, - fir, (ſaid he) this here gentleman, 
Captain Co.] Z, who is my mother's own brother, 
has been cruelly uſed by ſome of his relations. 
| He beats as good a character as any captain of 
a ſhip on the Royal Exchange, and has undergone. 
a variety of hardſhips at fea. What d'ye think, 
now, 'of his burfting all his finews, and making 
his eyes ſtart out * his head, in pulling his ſhip- fi 
off a rock, whereby he ſaved to his owner———— 5 
Here he was interrupted by the Captain, who 
exclaimed, ** Belay, Tom, belay: —<prithee, don't 
veer eut ſuch a deal of jaw. Chap a ſtopper upon 
E thy cable, and bring, thytelf up, my lad What 
| a deal of ſtuff thou haſt pumped up concerning 
burſting, and ſtarting, and pulling fhips. Lau 
have mercy on us! Look ye here, brother. 
look ye here — mind theſe poor crippled: joints: 
two fingers on the ſtarboard, and three. on the 
larboard hand: crooked, d'ye ſee, like the knees. 
| of a bilander,- -Vil tell you what, brother, you 
ſeem to be a——lſltip. deep laden rich cargoe 
— current ſetting into the bay — hard gale — lee 
fhore——all hands in the boat——tow round the 
headland ſelf pulling for dear blood, againſt 
the whole crew. — Snap go the finger-braces—- 
crack went the $1 Wrox Bounce 2 
——fleſh. tar-light——down I foundered, dark as 
hell——whiz went my ears, and my head ſpun. 
like a whirligig.— That dont 8 
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Yorkſbire boy, as the ſaying is, ——all my life at 
ſea, brother, by reaſon of an old grandmother 
and maiden aunt, a couple of old ſtinkin kept 
me theſe forty years, out of my grandfather's eſtate. 
—— Hearing as how they had taken their depar- 
ture, came aſhore, hired horſes, and clap x 
all my canvas, ſteering to the northward; to take 
poſſeſſion of my ————But it don't ſignify talk- 
ing——thzſe two old pyratical—-—had held a pa- 
laver with a lawyer——-an attorney, Tom, d'ye 
mind me, an attorney——and by his aſſiſtance hove 
me out of my inheritance :——that is all, brother, 
hove me out of five hundred pounds a year 
that's all hat ſignifies but ſuch wind- 
falls we don't every day pick up along ſhore. 
Fill about, brother, yes, by the Lord thoſe 
two ſmugling harridans, with the aſſiſtanee of an 
attorney——an attorney, Tom,——hove me out 
of five hundred a+ year.” © Yes, indeed, Sir, 
(added Mr. CLARKE) thoſe two malicious old wo- 
. docked the intail, and left the eſtate to an 
alien.“ e e 8 
Here Mr. Fexxe T thought proper to inter- 
mingle in the converſation with a “ Piſh, what, 
do'ſt talk of e the intail? Do'ſt not know 
that by the Statute Weſtm. 2. 13 Ep. I. the will and 
intention of the donor muſt be fulfilled, and the 
tenant in tail ſhall not alien after the iſſue had, or 
before.” Give me leave, Sir, (replied Tom,) 
I preſume you are” a praQtitioner in the law. 
Now you know, that in the caſe of a contingent 
remainder, the intail may be deſtroyed by levying a a 
fine, and ſuffering a recovery ; or otherwiſe de- 
ſtroying the particular eſtate, before the contin- 
gency happens. If feoffees, who poſſeſs an eftate 
only during the life of a ſon, where divers remain- 
ders are limitted over, make a feoffment in fee to 
him, by the feoffment all the future remainders are 
deſtroyed: © Indeed, a perſon in remainder may 
have a writ of intruſion, if any do intrude af. 
ter the death of a tenant for life; and the writ 
h . ex 


on 
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ex gravi querela lies to execute a deviſe in remain- 
der, after the death of a tenant in tail without iſſue” 
— “ Spoke like a true diſciple of G EBER.“ 
cries FERRET. *© No, Sir, (replied Mr. CEARK E) 
Counſellor Carex is in the - conveyancing-way— 
J was clerk to ferjeant Croarer.” Aye, now 
you may ſet up for yourſelf ; (reſumed the other) 
for you can prate as unintelligibly as the beſt of 
. . ̃˙ fads 1 Nn 
Perhaps (ſaid Tou) I do not make myſelf 
underſtood: if fo be as how that is the caſe, let 
us change the Poſition z and ſuppoſe that this 
here caſe is a tail after a poſſibility of iſſue extin@. 
If a "tenant in tail, after poſſibility, make a feoff- 
ment of his land, he in reverſion may enter for 
the forfeiture. Then we muft make a diſtinction 
between general tail and ſpecial tail. It” is the 
word body that makes the intail : there muſt | 
be body in the tail, deviſed to heirs male or fe- 
male, otherwiſe it is a fee-ſimple, becauſe it is 
not limited of what body. Thus a corporation 
cannot be ſeized in tail. For example; here is 
a young woman—what is your name, my dear?“ 
„% DoLLy,” anſwered the daughter, with a curtfy. 
+ Here's DoLLy I ſeize DoLLy in taih—— 
„% Dol, I feize you in mail” ——< Sha't then, 
cried DoLLy, pouting, © I am ſeized of land in 
fee. — I ſettle on DoLLyY in tail”-—-DoLLy, 
who did not comprehend the nature of the illu- 
ſtration, underſtood him in a literal ſenſe, and in 
a whimpering tone exclaimed, <** Sha't then, I tell 
thee, curfed toad!“ Tou, however, was fo tran- 
ſported with his ſubje&, that he took no notice 
of poor DoLLy's miſtake ; but. proceeded in his 
harangue upon the different kinds of tails, remain- 
ders, and ſeifins, when he was interrupted by a 
noiſe that alarmed the whole company. The rain 
had been ſucceeded by a ftorm of wind, that how- 
led around the houſe with the moſt ſavage impe- 
tuoſty ; and the heavens were overcaſt in ſuch a 
manner, that not one ſtar appeared, ſo that all 
N | without 
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without was darkneſs and uproat. This agrava- 
ted the horror of divers loud fcreams, which e- 
ven the noiſe of the blaſt could not exclude from 
the aſtoniſhed ears of our travellers. Capt. Crowe 
called out, © Avaſt, avaſt:” Tom CLARKE fat 
filent, ſtaring wildly, with his mouth. ſtill open: 
the ſurgeon himſelf ſeemed ſtartled, and FEXNR T's 
countenance betrayed evident marks of confuſion. 
'The oftler moved nearer the chimney, and the good 
woman of the houſe, with her two daughters, crept 
cloſe to the company. _ bon 
After ſome 4 the Captain ſtarting up, 
«+ Theſe (ſaid he) be ſignals of diſtreſs. Some poor 
ſouls in danger of foundering.---Let us bear up 
a-head, and fee if we can give them any aſſiſt- 
ance.” The landlady begged him, for Chriſtis 
fake, not to think of going out; for it was a 
{pirit that would lead him aftray into fens and 
rivers, and certainly do him a miſchief. Crowe 
ſeemed to be ftaggered by: this remonſtrance, 
which his nephew reinforced, obſerving, that it 
might be a ftratagenr of rogues to decoy them 
into the fields that they might rob them under 
cloud of night. Thus exhorted, he refumed his 
ſeat; and Mr. FERRET began to make very fe- 
vere ſtrictures upon the folly and fear of thoſe 
who believed and trembled at the viſitation of 
ſpirits, . ghoſts, and goblins. He ſaid, he would 
engage with twelve penny-worth of phoſphorus to 
frighten a whole pariſ out of their ſenſes: then 
he expatiated on the puſillanimity of the nation 
in general; ridiculed the militia, cenſured the 
government; and dropped fome hints about a. 
change of hands, which the Captain could not 
and the Doctor would not comprehend; - Tom - 
CLARKE, from the freedom of his diſcourſe, con- 
cluded he was a miniſterial ſpy, and communi- 
cated his opinion to his Uncle in a whiſper, while 
this miſanthrope continued to pour forth his invec-. 
tives with a fluency peculiar to himſelf. The truth 
is, Mr. Fexxer had been a party wntter, ber, 
ak of om 
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from principle, but employment, and had felt 
the rod of power; in order to avoid a ſecond 
exertion of which, he now found it convenient to 
ſculk about in the country : for he had received 
intimation of a warrant from the ſecretary of ſtate, 
who wanted to be better acquainted with his per- 
ſon. Notwithſtanding the tickliſh nature of his 
ſituation, it was become ſo habitual to him to think 
and ſpeak in a certain manner, that even before 
ſtrangers, whoſe- principles and connexions he could 
not poſſibly know, he hardly ever opened his 
mouth, without uttering ſome direct or implied 
ſarcaſm againſt the government. He had already 
proceeded a conſiderable way in demonſtrating, 
that the nation was bankrupt and beggared, and 
that thoſe who ſtood at the helm were — full 
into the gulph of inevitable deſtruction; when his 
lecture was ſuddenly ſuſpended by a violent knock- 
ing at the door, which threatned the whole houſe 
with immediate demolition. Capt. Crowe, beliey- 
ing they ſhould be inſtantly boarded, unſheathed 
bis hanger, and ſtood in a poſture, of defence. 
Mr. Fr armed himſelf with a poker, which 
happened to be red-hot : the oftler pulled down a 
ruſty firelock, that hung by the root, over a flitch 
of bacovu. Tou CLARKE, perceiving the land- 
lady and her children diſtracted with terror, con- 
ducted them out of meer compaſſion, below ſtairs 
into the cellar ; and as for Mr. FERAET, he pru- 
dently withdrew; into an adjoining pantry. But as 
a per ſonage of great importance in this entertaining 
hiſtory was forced to remain ſome time at the door, 
before he could gain admittance, ſo muſt the rea- 
der wait with patience for the next chapter, in which 
he will ſee the cauſe of this diſturbance explained 
much to his comfort and edification. 


CHAP. 
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n which the dire of theſe adventures taker his firſt 
appearance on the age of efon; - * * 


HE outward door of the Black-Lion had 
already ſuſtained two dreadful ſhocks ; but 
at the third it flew open, and in ſtalked an ap- 
parition, that ſmote the hearts of our travellers 


a man armed cap-a-pie, bearing on his ſhoulder 
a bundle dropping with water, which afterwards 
appeared to the body of a man that feemed 
to have been drowned, and fiſhed up from the 
bottom of the neighbouring, river. Having de- 
| poſited his burthen carefully on the floor, he ad- 
drefſed himſelf to the company in theſe words: 
« Be not ſurpriſed, good people, at this- unuſual 
appearance, which I thall take an opportunity to 
explain; and forgive the rude and boiſterous 
manner in which I have demanded, and indeed: 
forced admittance. The violence of my intruſion _ 
was the effect of neceſſity. In croſſing the river, 
my ſquire and his horſe were ſwept away by the 
ſtream; and with ſome difficulty I have been a- 
ble to drag him aſhore, though I am afraid my 
aſſiſtance reached him too late: for, ſince I brought 
him to land, he has given no figns of lite.” 
Here he was interrupted by a groan, which 
iſſued from the cheſt of the ſquire, and terrified 
the ſpeQators as much as it comforted the maſter. 
After ſome recolleQion, Mr. Fi.LeT began to un- 
dreſs the body, which was laid in a blanket -on the 
floor, and rolled from fide to fide by his direction. 
A conſiderable quantity of water being diſcharged 
from the mouth of this unfortunate ſquire, he ut- 
tered a hideous roar, and, opening his eyes, ſtared 
wildly around : then the ſurgeon undertook for his 
recovery; and his maſter went forth with the oftler 
in queſt of the horſes, which he had left by the fide 
| | of 


with fear and trepidation. It was the figure of 


Sir LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 1) 


of the river. His back was no ſooner turned than 
FerReET, who had been peeping from behind the 
pantry-door, ventured to rejoin the company; pro- 
nouncing with a ſmile,” or rather gtin of contempt, 
Hey day! what precious mummery is this? What, 
are we to have the farce of HamLeT's ghoſt ?” 
**. Adzooks, (ęried the Captain) my kinfman Tom 
has dropped a-ſtern---hcye in God a-has not bulged 
to, and gone to bottom.” „ Piſh, (exclaimed the 
miſanthrope) there's no danger: the young lawyer 
is only ſeizing DoLLy in tail.” | | 

|  Certam it is, DoLLy ſqueaked at that inftant in 
the cellar; and CLARK E appearing ſoon after in 
ſome confuſion, declared ſhe had been frightened by 
a flaſh of lightning: but this aſſertion was not con- 
firmed by the young lady herſelf, who eyed him with 
a ſullen regard, indicating diſpleaſure, though not 
indifference ; and when queſtioned by her mother, 
replied, © A-doan't mind what a- ſays, ſo a doan't, 
vor all his goalden jacket, then.” 2 ape 
ln the mean time the ſurgeon had performed the 
operation of phlebotomy on the ſquire, who was lift- 
ed into a chair, and ſupported by the landlady for 
that purpoſe ;z but he had not as yet given any ſign 
of having retrieved the uſe of his ſenſes. And here 
Mr. FiLLET could not help contemplating, with 
ſurpriſe, the ſtrange figure and accoutrements of his 

atient, who ſeemed in age to be turned of fifty 

His ſtature was below the middle ſize: he was thick, 
ſquat, and brawny, with a ſmall protuberance on 
one ſhoulder, and a prominent belly, which, in con- 
ſequence of the water he had ſwallowed, now ftrut- 
ted out beyond its uſual dimenſions. His forehead 
was remarkably convex, and ſo very low, that his 
black buſhy hair deſcended within an inch of his 
noſe: But this did not conceal the wrinkles of his 
front, which were manifold. His ſmall glimmering 
eyes reſembled thoſe of the Hampſbire porker, that 
turns up the ſoil with his projecting ſnout. His 
cheeks were ſhrivelled and puckered at the corners, 
like the ſeams of a regimental coat as it comes * 
= . EC 


the hands of che contractor: his noſe bore a ſtrong 


_ analogy in ſhape to a tennis-ball, and in colour to a 


mulberry; for all the water of the river had not been 
able to quench the natural fire of that feature. His 
upper jaw was furniſhed with two long white tharp 
pointed teeth or fangs, ſuch as the-reader may have 
_ obſerved in the chaps of a wolf, or full-grown maf- 

tiff, and an anatomiſt would deſeribe as a preterna- 
tural elongation of the dentes canini. His chin was 
ſo long, ſo peaked and incurvated, as to form in pro- 
file with his impending forehead the exact - — 
blance of a moon in the firſt quarter. With reſpect 
to his equipage, he had a. leathern cap upon his. 
head, faced like thoſe worn by the marines, and ex- 


hiviting in embroidery the figure of a creſcent. His 


| coat was of white cloth, faced with black, and cut 
ina very antique faſhion ; and, in lieu of a waſtcoat, 


he wore a buff jerkin. His feet were caſed in looſe 


buſkins, which, though they roſe almoſt to his knee, 
could not hide the curyature known by the appel- 
lation of bandy-legs. A large ſtring of bandaliers 

| it 2 broad belt that graced his ſhoulders, 
_ from whence depended an inſtrument of war, which 
was ſomething between a back-ſword anda cutlaſs; 
and a caſe of piſtols were ſtuck in his girdle. Such 
was the figure which the whole company now fur- 
veyed with admiration. After ſome pauſe, he ſeem- 
ed to recover his recollection. He rolled his eyes a- 
round, and, attentively ſurveying every individual, 
exclaimed, in a ſtrange tone, Bodikins! where's 
GIL BERT? This interrogation did not ſavour much 
of ſanity, eſpecially when accompanied with a wild 
ſtare, which is generally interpreted as a ſure ſign of 
a diſturbed underſtanding : nevertheleſs the ſurgeon 
endeavoured to aſſiſt his recollection. Come, 
( (faid he) have a good heart,---How do'ſtdo, friend?“ 
Do! (replied the ſquire) do as well as I can: 
that's a lie too: I might have done better, I had 
no buſineſs to be here.“ You ought to thank God 
and your maſter (reſumed the ſurgeon) for the pro- 
vidential eſcape you have had.” + Thank my maſ- 


ter ! 
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ſter ! (cried the *ſquize) thank the devil! Go and 
teach your grannum to crack filberds. I know who 
Im bound to pray for, and who I ought to curſe 

the longeſt day I have to live.“ | i f 
Here the aptain emen, ce Nay, brother, 
(ſaid he) you are bound to pray for this here gentle- 
man as your ſheet- anchor: for, if fo be as he had 
not cleared your ſtowage of the water you had taken 
in at your upper works, and lightened your veins, 
d'ye ſee, by taking away ſome of your blood, adad! 
you had driyen before the gale, and never been 

ought up in this world again, d'ye ſee.” © What, 
then you would perſuade me 197 — the patient) 

that the only way to ſave my life was to ſhed my 
precious blood? Look ye, friend, it ſhall not be 
oft blood to me. I take you all to witneſs, that 
there ſurgeon, or apothecary, or farrier, or dog- 
doctor, or whatſoever be may be, has xobbed me 
of the balſam of life me has not left ſo much 
blood in my body as would ſatten a ſtarved flea . 
O ! that there was a lawyer here to ſerve him with 
© fiſerarsi.” 'Then fixing is eyes upon Faxazr, he 
_ proceeded ; © An't you a limb of the law, friend? 
—— No, I cry you mercy, you look more like a 
ſhew-man or a conjurer.”—-Fzerz8T, nettled at 
this addreſs, anſwered, © it would be well for you 
that I could conjure a little common ſenſe into that 
numbſcull of yours.” If I want that commodity, 
(rejoined the ſquire) I muſt go to another market, 
I trow.——You legerdemain men be more like to 
conjure the money from our pockets, than ſenſe 
into our ſculls.—— Vor my own part, I was once 
cheated of vorty good ſhillings by one of your broe+ 
ther cups and balls.“ In all obability he would 
have deſcended to particulars, Fad not he been ſeiz- 
ed with a return of his nauſea, which obliged him 
to call for a bumper of brandy. This remedy be- 
ing ſwallowed, the tumult in his ſtomach ſubſided. 
He deſired he might be put to bed without delay, 
and that half a dozen eggs and a pound of bacon 


might 
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might, in a couple of hours, be dreſſed for his ſup- 


r. BY 
He was accordingly led off the ſcene by the land- 
lady and her daughter ; and Mr. Ferrer had juſt 
time to obſerve the fellow was a compoſition, in 
which he did not know whether knave or fool moft 
redominated, when the maſter returned from the 
able. He had taken off his helmet, and now diſ- 
played a very engaging countenance. His age did 
not ſeem to exceed thirty : he was tall, and ſeem- 
ingly robuſt; his face long and oval, his noſe aqui- 
line, his mouth furniſhed with a ſet of elegant teeth, 
white as the drifted ſnow ; his complexion clear, 
and his aſpect noble. His cheſnut hair looſely flow- 
ed in ſhort natural curls; and his grey eyes ſhane 
with ſuch vivacity, as plainly ſhewed that his reaſon 
was a little diſcompoſed. Such an appearance pre- 
poſſeſſed the greater part of the company in his fa- 
vour ; he bowed round with the moſt polite and 
affable addreſs ; enquired about his ſquire, and, be- 
ing informed of the pains Mr. FiLLeT had taken 
r his recovery, inſiſted upon the gentleman's ac- 
cepting an handſome gratuity : then, in conſidera- 
tion of the cold bath he had undergone, he was pre- 
vailed upon to take the poſt of honour ; namely, the 
great chair fronting the fire, which was reinforced 
with a billet of wood for his comfort and conveni- 
ence. . 
Perceiving his fellow-travellers either over-awed 
into ſilence by his preſence, or ſtruck dumb with 
admiration at his equipage, he accoſted them in 
theſe words, while an agreeable ſmile dimpled on 
his cheek. he 5 
„The good company wonders, no doubt, to ſee 
a man caſed in armour, ſuch as hath been for above 
a whole century diſuſed in this and eyery other coun- 
try of Europe; and, perhaps, they will be ftill more 
ſurpriſed, when they hear that man profeſs himſelf 
2 noviciate of that military order, which hath of old 
been diſtinguiſhed in Great - Britgin, as well as 
| | through 
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through all Chriſtendom, by the name of Knights- 
Errant. Yes, gentlemen, in that painful and thor- 
ny path of toil and danger I have begun my career, 
a candidate for honeſt fame: determined, as far as 
in me lies, to honour and aſſert the efforts of virtue; 
to combat vice in all her forms, redreſs injuries, 
chaſtiſe oppreſſion, protect the helpleſs and forlorn, 
relieve the indigent, exert my beſt endeayours in 
the cauſe of innocence and beauty, and dedicate 
my talents, ſuch as they are, to the ſervice of my 
country.“ What! (faid FexxreT) you ſet up for 
a modern Don QuixoTe ?—The ſcheme is rather 
too ſtale and extravagant. What was an humorous 
romance, and well-timed fatire in Spain, near. two 
hundred years ago, will make but a ſorry jeſt, and 
appear equally inſipid and abſurd, when really ated 
from affeQation, at this time a-day, in a country 
like England.” | 
The Kaight, eying this- cenſor with a look of 
diſdain, replied, in a ſolemn lofty tone; He that 
from affeQation imitates the extravagances recorded 
of Don QuixorTs, is an impoſtor equally wicked 
as contemptible. He that counterfeits madneſs, 
unleſs he diſſembles like the elder BxuTvs, for ſome 
virtuous purpoſe, not only debafes his own ſoul, 
but acts as a traytor to heaven, by denying the di- 
vinity that is within him.—I am neither an affected 
imitator of Dow QuixoTE, nor, as I truſt in hea- 
ven, viſited by that ſpirit of lunacy ſo admirably 
_ diſplayed in the fictitious character exhibited by the 
inimitable CEKRVAN TES. I have not yet encounter- 
ed a wind-mill for a giant; nor miſtaken this public 
houſe, for a magnificent caſtle; neither do. I believe 
this gentleman to be the conſtable ; nor that worthy 
practitioner to be the maſter EL1zaBar, the ſurgeon 
recorded in-AMaDis DE GAUL ; nor you to be the 
enchanter ALQUIFE, nor any other = of hiſtory 
or romance.—I ſee and diſtinguiſh objects as they 
are diſcerned-and deſcribed by other men. I reaſon 
without prejudice, can endure contradiction, and, 
as the company perceives, even bear man 
| . 9 cenure 
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cenſure without paſſion or reſentment. I quarrel] 
with none but the foes of virtue and decorum, a- 
gainſt whom I have declared perpetual war, and 
them I will every where attack as the natural ene- 
mies of mankind.” Hut that war (ſaid the cynic) 
may foon be brought to a concluſion, and your ad- 
ventures cloſe in Bridewell, provided you meet with 
ſome determined conſtable, who will feize your 
worlhip as a vagrant,, according to the ſtatute.” 
« Heaven and eath ! (cried the ſtranger, ſtarting 
up and laying. his hand to his ſword) do I live to 
hear myſelf inſulted with ſuch an opprobrious epi- 
thet, and reftain from trampling into duſt the inſo- 
lent calummiator!ꝰ 1 big 88 
The tone in which theſe words were pronounced, 
and the indignation that flaſhed from the eyes of 
the ſpeaker; intimidated every individual of the ſo- 
ciety, and reduced FerrET to a temporary-privati- 
on of all his faculties. His eyes retired within their 
ſockets : his complexion, which was naturally of a 
copper hue; now ſhifted to a leaden colour: his teeth 
began to chatter; and all his limbs were agitated 
by a ſudden palfſy. The Knight obſerved his con- 
dition, and reſumed his Kat, faying, “ I was to 
blame: my vengeance muſt be reſerved for very dif- 
ferent objects. Friend, you have nothing to fear 
-— the fadden guſt of paſſion is now, blown over. 
Recollect yourſelt, and P will reaſon calmly on the 
obſervation you have made.. 
This was a very ſeaſonable declaration to Mr. 
Fzxxtt, who opened his eyes, and wiped his fore- 
head, while the other proceeded in theſe terms, 


Fou ſay I am in danger of being apprehended as 


4 vagrant : I am not fo ignorant of the laws of my 
country, but that 1 know the deſcription of thoſe 
who fall within the legal meaning of this odious 
term. You muſt give me leaye'to inform you, friend, 
that I am neither bearward, fencer, roller, re ** 
mountebank, nor mendicaut; nor do I practite lub 


tle ctaft to deceive and impoſe upon the King's 
Heges ; cor can I be held a5 an idle diorderly per- 
ET ; | On, N 
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fon, travelling from place to place, colle mo- 
nies by virtue of — paſſes, briefs, and other 
falfe pretences. In what reſpe& therefore arm 
to be- deemed a vagrant ?- anfwer boldly without 
fear ot ſcruple T0 this interrogation the miſan- 
thrope replied; with a faultering accent; If not a 
t. you incur the penalty for riding armed in 

ay of the peace. But, inſtead of riding arm- 
ed in affray of the ra. (cefumedt the other) I 
ride in preſervation o „e; and gentlemen 
are allowed by the law to — armour for their de- 
fence. Some ride with blunderbuſſes, ſome” with 
piſtols, ſome with ſwords, according to their various 
_ inclinations. Mine is to wear the armour. of 
forefathers : perhaps I uſe them for exerciſe, in or- 
der to accuſtom myſelf to fatigue; and ſtrengthen 
5 conſtitution: perhaps Paſſume thern for a fto- 
IC 3». |; 


« But if you firagger armed and in guiſe, aft 
ſault me on the high-way, or put me in bodily fear, 
for the ſake of the jeſt, the law will puniſſi 3 
earneſt,” (cried the other) “ But my intention (a 

— the Knight) is carefully to avoid all t ts 


accahions of offences.” Then (fid' e 1 


may go unarmed, like other ſober pe 
ſo, (anſweted the Knight) as Þ — po travel all 
times, and in all places, mine armour mæy guard, 
me againſt the — treachery: it may defend 
me in combat ſhould 7 be aſſaulted by 
aride of ebeians, of have occaſion to. 
malefactors to juſtice!“ What, then lexclai 
the phil — you intend to co-operate with the 
honourable fraternity of thief-takers 2?" 4 I de ur- 
poſe (ſaid the youth, eying him with x look of in- 
effable contempt): to act as a eoadjutor to the law, 
and even to remedy evils; which the law cannot 
reach; to detect fraud and treaſon, abaſe inſolence, 


mortity pride, diſcourage ſlander, difgrace immo- 


deſty, and ſtigmatize ingratitude: but the infamous 
part of a; thief-catcher's character 1 diſtlaim. 
neither aſſociate with: robbers * 


knowing 
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knowing them to be ſuch, that, in being intruſted 


with their ſecrets, I may the more effeQually betray 
them ; nor ſhall I ever pocket the reward granted 
by the legiſlature to thoſe by whom robbers are 
brought to conviction: but I ſhall always think it 
my duty to rid my country of-that pernicious ver- 
min, which preys upon the bowels of the common- 
wealth not but that an incorporated company of 
licenſed thieves might, under proper regulations, be 
of ſervice to the community.” f | 

Ferrer, emboldened by the paſſive tameneſs 


with which the ſtranger bore his laſt reflection, be- 


gan to think he had nothing of HecTor but his 
outſide, and gave a looſe to all the acrimony of his 


party rancour. Hearing the Knight mention a com- 


pany. of licenſed thieves, * What elſe (cried he) is 
the majority of the nation? What is your ſtandin 

army at home, that eat up their fellow fubjeQs 
What are your mercenaries abroad, whom you hire 
to, fight their own quarrels ?- what is your militia, 


that wiſe meaſure of this ſagacious m--—--y, but a 


larger gang of petty thieves, who ſteal ſheep and 


| e through meer idleneſs; and were they con- 


onted with an enemy, would ſteal themſelves a- 
way? What is your... : . but a knot of thieves, 
who pillage the nation under colour of law, and 


enrich themſelves with the wreck of - their country? 
When you. conſider the enormous debt of an hun- 


dr 


ed millions, the intollerable load of taxes and im- 
politions under which we groan, and the manner in 


Which that burrhen is yearly accumulating, to ſup- 


port two German electorates, without our 8 
any thing in return but the ſhews of triumph and 


| ſhadows of conqueſt : I ſay, when you reflect on 


theſe circumſtances, and at the ſame time behold our 


Cities filled with bankrupts, and our country with 


beggars ; can you be ſo infatuated as to deny that 


our m-----=-y is mad, or worſe than mad; our 


wealth exhauſted, our people miſerable, our credit 
blaſted, and our ſtate on the brink. of perdition ? 
This proſpeR, indeed will make the fainter 1 
; Fe 14 | ® \ 10n, 
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fion, if we recollect that we ourſelves are a pack 
of ſuch profligate, corrupted, puſillanimous raſcals, 
as deſerve no falvation,” "Ep 

The ſtranger, raiſing his voice to a loud tone, 

_ replied, ** Such; indeed, are the infinuations, e- 
qually falſe and inſidious, with which the deſperate 
emiſſaries of a party endeavour to poiſon the minds 

of his Majeſty's ſubjects, in deFance of common ho- 
neſty aud common ſenſe. But he muſt be blind to 
all perception, and dead to candour, who does not 
ſee and own that we are involved in a juſt and neceſ- 
ſary war, which has been maintained on truly Britiſh 
principles, proſecuted with vigour, and crowned 

with ſucceſs ; that our taxes are eaſy, in proportion 
to our wealth, that our conqueſts are equally lo- 
rious and important; that our commerce flourithes, 
our people are happy, aud our enemies reduced to 
deſpair. —— Is there a man, who boaſts a Britiſh 
heart, that repines at the ſucceſs and proſperity of 
his country? Such there are, O ſhame to patriotiſm, 
and reproach to Great-Britain! who act as the em- | 
iſſaries of France both in word and way ; who ex if 
agerate our neceſſary burthens, magnify our dan- 99 
gers, extol the power of our enemies, deride our | 
victories, extenuate our conqueſts, condemn the 1 
meaſures of our government, and ſcatter the ſeeds 15 
of diſſatisfaction through the land. Such domeſtic | 
traitors are doubly the objects of deteſtation; firſt, 3 
in perverting truth; and, ſecondly in propagating | 
falſehood, to the prejudice of that community of 
which they have profeſſed themſelves members. One 
of theſe is well known by the name of FERRET, an 

old, rancorous, incorrigible inſtrument of ſedition : 
happy it is for him, that he has never fallen in my 
way ; for, notwithſtanding the maxims of forbear- 
ance which I have adopted, the indignation which 
the character of that caitiff inſpires, would probably 
impel me to ſome act of violence, and I ſhould cru 
him like an ungrateful viper, that knawed the bo- 
ſom which warmed it into life!“ | 
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honour would not chuſe to put off 
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Theſe laſt words were pronounced with a wildneſs 


of look, that even bordered on frenzy. The mifan- 


thrope once more retired, to; the pantry for ſhelter, 
and the reſt of the gueſts were evidently diſconcerted. 
Mr. FitLEeT, in order to change the converſation, 
which was likely to produce ferious conſequences, 
expreſſed uncommon ſatisfaction at the remarks 
which the Knight had made, ſignified his approba- 


tion of the honourable office he had undertaken ; de- 


clared himſelf happy in having ſeen ſuch an accom- 
pliſhed cavalier ; and obſerved, that nothing was 
wanting to render him a compleat Knight-errant, 
but ſome celebrated beauty, the miſtreſs of his heart, 
whoſe idea might animate his breaſt, and ſtrengthen 
his arm to the utmoſt exertion of valour : he added, 
that love was the ſoul of chivalry. The ftranger 
ſtarted at this diſcourſe. He turned his eyes on the 
ſurgeon with a fixed regard: his countenance chan- 
ged : a torrent of tears guſhed down his cheek : his 
* ſunk upon his boſom: he heaved a profound 
ſigh ; and remained in filence with all the external 
marks of unutterable ſorrow. The company were 
in ſome meaſure infected by his deſpondence ; con- 
cerning the cauſe of which, however, they would 
not venture to enquire. | | 
Buy this time the landlady, having diſpofed of the 
ſquire, deſired to know, with _ courtſies, if his 
is wet garments : 
aſſuring him, that ſhe had a very good feather-bed 
at his 1 upon which many gentlevolks of the 


virſt quality had lain; that the ſheets were well 


aired ; and that DoLLy ſhould warm them for his 
worſhip with a pan of coals. This hoſpitable offer 
being repeated, he ſeemed to wake from a trance of 
griet ; aroſe from his ſeat, and bowing curteouſly 
to the company, withdrew. | 
Captain Crowe, whoſe faculty of ſpeech had 
been all this time abſorded in amazement, now broke 


into the converſation with a volley of interjeQions : 


„Split my Snatch-Block !—Od's-firkin !—Splice my 
old ſhoes !--]I have failed the falt ſeas, WO, 
- ce 
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fince I was no higher than the Triton's taffril—eaſt, 
weſt, north, and ſouth, as the ſaying is—Blacks, 
Indians, Moors, Morattos, and Seapoys ? ——but, 
ſmite my timbers ! fuch a man bf war—” Here he 
was interrupted by his _— Tom CLARKE, who 
had diſappeared at the Knight's firſt entrance, and. 
now produced himſelf with an eagerneſs in his look, 
while the tears ſtarted in his eyes. Lord bleſs 
my ſoul! (cried he) I know that gentleman, and 
his ſervant, as well as I know my own father.——T 
am his own godſon, uncle: he ſtood for me when 
he was a boy——yes, indeed, Sir, my father was 
ſteward to the eſtate I may ſay I was bred up in 
the family of Sir Evexnaxrpd Greaves, who has 
been dead theſe two years—this is the only ſon, Sir 
LAaUNCELOT : the beſt natured, worthy, generous 
gentleman—1 care not who knows it: I love him as 
well as if he was my own fleſh and blood—” 

At this period Tom, whoſe heart was of the 
melting mood, began to ſob and weep plenteouſly, 
from pure affection. CRo WN E, who was not ver 
ſubject to theſe tenderneſſes, damned him for a 
chicken-hearted lubber ; repeating, with much pee- 
viſhneſs, «< What do'ſt cry for? what do'ſt cry for, 
noddy ?” the ſurgeon, impatient to know the ſtory 
of Sir LaunCcELoT, which he had heard im erfectly 
recounted, begged that Mr. CLARKE would com- 
poſe himſelf, and relate it as circumſtantially as his 
memory could retain the particulars; and Tom, wi- 

ping his eyes, promiſed to give him that ſatisfaction; 
which the reader, if he be ſo minded, may partake 
of in the next chapter. P 
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juſt filled in pieces againſt the grate; an 
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CHAP. III 


Which the reader, on peruſal, may wiſh were chapter 


N 


the laſt. 


HE Doctor preſcribed a repetatur of the julep. 
and mixed the ingredients ſecundum artem; 
Tom CLARKE hemmed thrice, to clear his pipes: 
while the reſt of the company, including DoLLy and 


her mother, who had by this time adminiſtred to the 


knight, compoſed themſelves into earneſt and huſh- 
ed attention. Then the young lawyer began his 
narration to this effe& :—< I tell ye what, gemmen, 
J don't pretend in this here caſe to flouriſh and ha- 
rangue like 3 never been called to but 
what of that, d' ye fee ?— perhaps I may know as 
much as Facts are facts, as the ſaying is.—I ſball 
tell, repeat, and relate a plain ſtory—matters of 
fact, d'ye fee, without retoric, oratory, ornament, 


. or. embelliſhment, without repetition, 3 : 
8 


circumlocution, or going about the buſh: fa 

which I ſhall aver, partly on the teſtimony of my 
own knowledge, 4 partly from the information of 
reſponſible evidences of good repute and credit, an 

circumſtance known to the contrary — | 
ing :—for, as the law faith, if ſo be as how there is 
an exception to evidence, that exception is in its na- 
ture but a denial of what is taken to be good by the 


other party, . and exceptio in non exceptis, firmat 


regulam, d'ye fee. —---But, howſomever, in regard 
to this here affair, we need not be ſo ſcrupulous as 
if we were pleading before a judge ſedente curia---" 
FERRET, whoſe curioſity was rather more eager 
than that of any other perſon in this audience, being 
provoked by this preamble, daſhed the pipe he ha 
after hay- 
ing pronounced the interjection piſb, with an acri- 
mony of aſpect altogether peculiar to himſelf, . If 


(ſaid he) impertinence and folly were felony by the 
' ſtatute, there would be no want of unexceptionable 


evidence 
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evidence to hang ſuch an eternal babbler.“ „ Anan, 
babbler! (cried Tom, reddening with paſſion, and 
ſtarting up) I'd have you to know, Sir, that I can bite 


as well as babble ; and that, if I am ſo minded, I 


can run upon the foot after my game without be- 

ing in fault, as the ſaying is; and which is more, I 

can ſhake and old fox by the collar.” - 4 
How far this young lawyer might have proceed- 


ed to prove himſelf ſtaunch on the perſon of the 


miſanthrope, if he had not been prevented, we ſhall 
not determine ; but the whole company were alarm- 
ed at his looks and expreſhons. DoLLy's roſy 
Cheeks aſſumed and aſh-colour, while ſhe ran between 
the diſputants, crying. Naay, naay-----vor the 


love of God doan't then, doan't then! But captain 


Crowe exerted a parental authority over his ne- 
phew, ſaying, Avaſt, Tom, avaſt ! Snug's 
the word---we'll have no boarding, d'ye ſee.---Hau! 
forward thy chair again, take thy birth, and pro- 
cced with thy Rory in à direct courſe, without yau- 
—_— a Dutch yanky.” 5 


ou, thus tutored, recollected himſelf, reſumed 


his ſeat, and after ſome pauſe, plunged at once 
into the current of narration. 1 told you before, 
emmen, that the gentleman in armour was the only 
on of Sir EvexnarDd Greaves, who poſſeſſed a 
free ſtate of five thouſand a year in our country, and 
was reſpected by all his neighbours, as much for 


his perſonal .merit as for his family fortune. With 


reſpect to his fon LauxnceLoT, whom you have 


ſeen, I can remember nothing until he returned 
from the univerſity, about the age of ſeventeen, and 


then I myſelf was not more than ten years old. The 
young gemman was at that time in mourning for 
his mother; though, God he knows, Sir EVERARD 


had more cauſe to rejoice than to be affiited-at her 


death : for, among friends, (here he lowered his 
voice, and looked round the kitchen) ſhe was very 
whimſical, expenſive, and ill-tempered, and, Pm 
afraid, a little upon the---flighty order---a little 
touched or fo but mum for that---the lady is now 

| B 3 dead ; 


1 
; 
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dead; and it is my maxim, de mortuis nil niſi bonum. 
The young ſquire was even then very handſome, 
and looked remarkably well in his weepers : but he 
had an aukwatd air and ſhambling gait, ſtooped 
mortally, and was ſo ſhy and filent, that he would 
not look a ſtranger in the face, nor open his mouth 
before company. When ever he ſpied a horſe or 
carriage at the gate, he would make his eſcape into 
the garden, tak. from thence into the park; where 
many's the good time- and often he has been found 
fitting under a tree, with a book in his hand, reading 
Greek, Latin, and other foreign languas. 
Sir ExęxRRHARD himſelf was no great ſcholar, and 
my father had forgot his claſſical learning; and ſo 
the rector of the pariſh was deſired to examine young 
LauncEtLot. Tt was a long time before he found 
an opportunity: the ſquire always gave him the flip. 
At length the parſon catched him in bed of a 
morning, and, locking the door, to it they went 
tooth and nail. What paſted berwixt them tne 
Lord in heaven knows; but, when the doctor came 
forth, he | oked wild and haggared as if he had ſeen 
a ghoſt, his face as white as paper, and his lips 
trembling like an aſpen leaf.“ Parton, (faid the 
Knight) what is the matter ?---how do'ſt find my 
fon? I hope he won't turn out a ninny, and diſgrace 
his family.” The Doctor, wiping the ſweat from 
his forehead, replied with ſome heſitation, ©* he 
could not tell---he hoped the beſt the ſquire was 
to be ſure a very extraordinary young gentleman---" 
But the father urging him to give an explicit an- 
ſwer, he frankly declared, that, in his opinion, the 
ſon would turn out either a mirror of wiſdom, or 
a monument of folly : for his genius and diſpoſition 
were altogether preternatural. The knight was 
ſorely vexed at this declaration, and ſignified his diſ- 
"4 he by faying, the doctor, like a true prieſt, 
dealt in myſteries and oracles, that would admit of 
different and indeed contrary interpretations. He 
afterwards - conſulted my father, who had ſerved as 
ſteward upon the eſtate for above thirty years, and 
de acquired 
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acquired a conſiderable ſhare of his favour. «© WILL. 
CLARKE, (ſaid he with tears in his eyes) what ſhall 
I do with this unfortunate lad? I would to God he 
had never been born ; for I fear he will bring my 
grey hairs with ſorrow to the. grave. When 1 am 
gone, he will throw away the eſtate, and bring himſelf 
to infamy and ruin by keeping company with rooks. 
and beggars.---O Wir ! I could forgive extrava- 
ance in a young man; but it breaks my heart to 
lee my only fon give ſuch repeated proofs of a mean 
ſpirit and ſordid diſpoſition!” | 
Here the old gentleman ſhed a flood of tears, and 
not without ſome ſhadow of reaſon. By this time 
LaunxceLoT was grown fo reſerved to his father, 
that he ſeldom ſaw him, or any of his relations, ex- 
cept when he was in a manner forced to appear at 
table, and there his baſhfulneſs ſeemed every day to 
 encreaſe. On the other hand, he had formed ſome 
very ſtrange connexions. Every morning he viſited 
the ſtab e, where he not only converſed with the 
grooms and helpers, but ſcraped acquaintance with 
the horſes : he fed his fayourites with his own hand, 
ſtroaked; careſſed, and rode them by turns; till at 
laſt they grew ſo familiar that, even when th 

were a- field at graſs, and faw him at a diſtance, they 
would toſs their manes, whinny like ſo many colts 
at ſight of the dam, and, galloping up to the place 
where he ſtood, ſmell him all over.----You muſt 
know that I myſelf, though a child, was his com- 
panion in all theſe excurſions. He took a liking to 
me on acconnt of my being his godſon, and ge me 
more money than I knew what to do with he had 
always plenty of caſh for the aſking, as my father 
was ordered to ſupply him liberally, night 
thinking that a command of money mi elp to 
raiſe his thoughts to a proper conſideration of his 
own importance. He never could endure a common 
beggar, that was not either in a ſtate of infancy or 
of old age: but in other reſpects, he made the 
guineas fly in ſuch a manner, as looked more like 
madneſs than generoſity. He had no communica- 
B 4 l tion- 
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tion with your rich yoemen; but rather treated 


ſichord: 2. in every village they 


his 
ſide 


— 


them and their families with ſtudied contempt, be- 
cauſe for ſooth they pretended to aſſume the dreſs 
and manners of the gentry: they kept their foot- 


men, their ſaddle-horſes, and chaiſes: their wives 
and daughters appeared in their jewels, their filks, 


and their fattins, their negligees and troloppees : 


their clumſy ſhanks, like ſo many ſhins of beef, 


were caſed in filk-hoſe and embroidered-ſlippers : 
their raw red fingers, groſs as the pipes of a cham- 
ber-organ, which had been employed in milching 
the cows, in twirling the mop or churn-ſtaff, being 
adorned with diamonds, were taught to thrum the 
pandola, and even to touch the keys of the harp- 

habe a rout, and 
fet up an aſſembly; and in one place a hog-butcher 
was maſter of the ceremonies. I have heard Mr. 
GRreEaves ridicule them for their vanity and aukward 
imitation ; and therefore I believe, he avoided all 
concerns with them, even when they endeayoured 


to engage his attention. It was the lower fort of 
peop 


e with whom he chiefly converſed, ſuch as 
ploughmen, ditchers, and other day-labourers. 
To every cottager in the pariſh he was a bounteous 
benefactor. He was, in the literal ſenſe of the word, 


à careful ovexſeer of the your? for he went from 


houſe to houſe, induſtriouſſy inquiring into the diſ- 
treſſes of the people. He repaired their huts, cloath- 


ed their backs, filled their bellies, and ſupplied them 


with neceſſaries for exerciſing their induſtry and dif- 
fereggccupations. 

I. e you one inſtance now, as a ſpecimen of 
er. He and J, ſtrolling one day on the 
ommon, ſaw two boys picking hips and 
thc hedges ; one ſee to be about five, 


I 8 


haw# 

and er a year older: they were both barefoot 
and but at the ſame time fat, fair, and in 
good ion. Who do you belong to?” (faid 
Mr. s.) To Maxy STELE, (replied the 


r 
oldeſt ¶¶idow that rents one of them houſen.“ 
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oi live, my boy? Thou lookeſt freſh 
Is. EY and 


4 


| Sir LAUNCELOT' GREAVES. | 33 


and jolly ;” reſumed the ſquire. © Lived well 
enough till yeſterday,” anſwered the child. And 
ray what happened yeſterday, my boy? continued 
r. GREA VES. A rock (faid he) why, mam; 
had a coople of little Welfb keawes, that gi'en mil 
enough to fill all our bellies ; mamy's and mine, 
and Dicx's here, and my two little ſiſters at hoam : 
yeſterday the ſquire ſeized the keawes for rent, God 
rot'un ! Mamy's gone to bead fick and ſulky: my 
two ſiſters be crying at hoam vor yood ; Dicx 
and 1 be come hither to pick haws and bullies.” ---- 
My Godfather's face grew as red as ſcarlet : he took 
one of the children. in either hand, and leading 
them towards the houſe, found Sir Evexnaxd talk- 
ing with my father before the gate. Inſtead of a- 
voiding the old gentleman, as uſual, he bruſhed 
up to him with a ſpirit he had never ſhown before, 
and prefenting the two ragged boys, «* ſurely, Sir, 
(faid he) you will not countenance that there ruf- 
fian, your ſteward, in oppreſſing the widow and the 
fatherleſs. On pretence of diſtraining for the rent 
of a cottage, he has robbed the mother of theſe and 
other poor infant-orphans of two cows, which 
afforded them their whole ſuſtenance. Shall you be 
concerned in tearing the hard-earned morſel from 
the mouth of indigence ? Shall your name, which 
has been ſo long mentioned as a blefſing, be now 
deteſted as a curſe by the poor, the helpleſs, and 
forlorn ? The father of theſe babes was once your 
game-keeper, who died of a conſumption — in 
your ſervice.---You ſee they are almoſt naked------I 
found them plucking haws and floes, in order to 
appeaſe their hunger. The wretched mother is 
ſtarving in a cold cottage, diirated with the cries. 
of two other infants, clamorous for food; and whi e 
her heart is burſting with anguiſh and deſpair, ſhe: 
invokes heaven to avenge tha widow's cauſe upon 
the head of her unrelenting landlord !” s 
This unexpected addreis brought tears into the: 
eyes of the good old gentleman. © WiLL CLAA XT 
(faid he to my father) how durſt you abuſe my au- 
POOLED .+P-< thority- 
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of a humane temper himſelf, was plea 
ſuch proofs of his ſon's generoſity; he was not an- 
gry at his ſpending his money, but at ſquandering 
away his time among the dreggs of the people. For 
vou muſt know, he not only made matches, por- 
' tioned poor maidens, and ſet up youn couples that 
came together without money; but h 
every ruſtic diverſion, and bore away the prize in 
every conteſt. He excelled every ſwain of that diſ- 
trict in feats of ſtrength and activity: in leaping, 
running, wreſtling, cricket, eee 
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thority at this rate? You who know I have been al- 
ways a protector, not an oppreſſor of the needy and 


_ unfortunate. I charge you, go immediately and 


comfort this poor woman with immediate relief : 


inſtead of her own cows, Jet her have two of the 
beſt milch cows of my dairy : they ſhall graze in my 


parks in ſummer, and be foddered with' my hay in 
winter.---She ſhall ſit rent-free for life; and I will 


take care of theſe her poor orphans.” This was a 


very affecting ſcene. Mr. LavnczLoTt took his 


father's hand and kifſed it, while the tears ran 


down his cheeꝶs; and Sir EvexaarD embraced his 


ſon with great tenderneſs, crying, My dear boy! 
God be praiſed for having given you ſuch a feeling 
heart.” My father himſelf was moved, thof a prac- 
titioner of the law, and conſequently uſed to diſ- 
treſſes.---He declared, that he had given no direc- 
tions to diſtrain; and that the bailiff muſt have done 


it by his own authority.---< If that be the caſe, (ſaid 


out of our ſervice.” | 
Well gemmen, all the children were immediate- 


ly cloathed and fed, and the poor widow had well 


nigh run diſtracted for joy. The old knight, being 
bd to ſee 


e mingled in 


playing, and 
ee the bar; and was confefled to be, out of 


the young ſquire) let the inhuman raſcal»be turned 


9 


ſight, the beſt dancer at all wakes and holidays: 
happy was the country-girl who could engage the 
young ſquire as her partner]! To be ſure it was a 
comely ſight for to ſee as how the buxom 2 
e, 
in 


laſſes, freſh and fragrant, and bluſhing like the ro 


in their beſt apparel dight, their white hoſe, and 
clean ſhort dimity petticoats, their Raus gowns of 


printed cotton; their top-knots, kiſſing- ſtrings, and 
ſtomachers, bedizened with bunches of ribbands of 
various colours, green, ink, and yellow; to ſee 
them crowned with garlands, and aſſembled on 
May-day; to dance before ſquire -LaunceLoT; as: 
he made his morning's progreſs through the village. 
Then all the young peaſants made their appearance 
with cockades, ſuitel to the fancies of their ſeveral 
ſweet-hearts, and boughs of flowering hawthorn. 
The children | ſported about like flocks of friſtking 
lambs, os the young fry ſwarming under the ſunny 
bank of ſome meandering river. The old men and 
women in their holiday-garments, ftood at their 
doors to receive their benefactor, and poured forth 
bleſſings on him as he paſſed: the children welcom- - 
ed him with their ſhrill ſhouts: the damſels with“ 
ſongs of praiſe; and the young men with the pipe 
and tabor marched before him to the May-pole, 
which was bedecked with flowers and bloom. There 
the rural dance began: a plentiful dinner, with 
oceans of good liquor, was beſpoke at the White- 
Hart : the whole village was regaled at the ſquire's: 
expence ; and both the day and the night was ſpent. 
in mirth. and pleaſure.” Lord help you !. he. could 
not reſt if he thought there was an aching heart in 
the whole pariſh. Every paultry cottage was in a: 
little time converted into a pretty, ſnug, comforta- 
ble habitation, with a wooden porch at the door, 
glaſs caſements, in the windows, and a little garden 
behind well ſtored with greens, roots, and ſallads. 
In a word, the poor's rate was reduced to a meer 
trifle and one would have thought the golden age 
was revived in Yorkſhire: But, as I told you before, 
the old knight could not bear to ſee his. only ſon ſo. 
wholly attacked to theſe lowly pleaſures, while he 
induſtriouſly ſhunned all opportunities of appeating 

in that ſuperior ſphere to which he was deſigned by 
nature by and fortune. He imputed his conduct to. 
meanneſs of ſpirit, and adviſed with my: father. 
| | touching 
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touching the propereſt expedient to wean his affec- 
tions from ſuch low-born purſuits. My father coun- 
felled him to ſend the young gentleman up to Lon- 
don, to be entered as a ſtudent in the Temple, and 
recommended to the ſuperintendance of ſome perſon 
who knew the town, and might engage him inſenſi- 
bly in ſuch amuſements, and connections, as would 
ſoon lift his ideas above the humble objects on which 
they had been hitherto employed. This advice ap- 
peared ſo ſalutary, that it was followed without t 

leaſt heſitation. The young ſquire himfelf was per- 
fectly well fatisfied with the propoſal, and in a few 
days ſet out for the great city: but there was not a 
dry eye in the pariſh at his departure, although he 
prevailed upon his father to pay in his abſence all 
the penſions he had granted to thoſe who could not 
live on the fruit of their own induſtry. In what 
manner he ſpent his time at London, it is none of 
my buſineſs to enquire; thof I know pretty well 
> Wh kind of lives are led by gemmen of your Innz 
of Court.—I myſelf once belonged to Serjeant's Inn, 
and: was perhaps as good a wit and a critick as any 
Templar of them all. Nay, as for that matter, 
thof I deſpiſe vanity, I can aver with a ſafe conſci- 


_ . ence, that I had once the onour to belong to the 


* 


ſociety called the town : we were all of us attorneys 
clerks, gemmen, and had our meetings at an ale- 
| houſe in Butcher-Row, where we regulated the di- 
verſions of the theatre: 4 8 
But to return from this digreſſion: Sir EVERHARD 
GREAVEs did not ſeem. to be very well pleaſed with 
the conduct of his ſon at London. He Ot notice of 
ſome irregularities and ſcrapes into. which he had 
fallen; and the ſquire ſeldom. wrote to his father, 
except to draw upon him for money, which he did 
fo faſt, that in eighteen months the old gemman loſt 
all patience. > 8 
At this period fquire DaRN EL chanced to die, 
leaving an only daughter, a minor, heireſs of three 
thouſand a year, under the guardianſhip of her un- 
ele ANTHONY, whoſe brutal character all _ world 
nows. 
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knows. The breath was no fooner out of his bro- 
ther's body than he reſolved if poſſible, to ſucceed 
him in a as reprefentative for the borough. 
of Aſhenton. Now you muſt know, that this borough 
had been for many years a bone of contention be- 
tween the families of Gxzaves and DARN EL: and 
at length the difference was compromiſed by the in- 
ter poſition of friends, on condition that Sir Evxx- 
HARD and ſquire DAR N EL ſhould alternately repre- 
ſent the place in parliament. They agreed to this. 
compromiſe for their mutual convenience; but they 
were never heartily reconciled. Their political 
principles did not tally; and their wives looked up- 
on each other as rivals in fortune and magnificence: 
ſo that there was no intercourſe between them, thof 
they lived in the ſame neighbourhood. On the 
contrary, in all diſputes, they conſtantly headed the 
oppoſite parties. Sir Evzrnare underſtanding: 
that AnTHony DARNEL had begun to canvaſs, and 
was putting every iron 1n the fire, in violation and: 
contempt of the pactum familie before mentioned, 
fell into a violent paſſion, that brought on a ſevere 
fit of the gout, by which he was difabled from giv- 
ing perſoaal attention to his own intereſt. My fa- 
ther, indeed, employed all his diligence and ad- 
_ dreſs, and-ſpared neither money, time, nor conſti- 
tution, till at length he drank himſelf into a con- 
ſumption, which was the death of him. But, after 
all, there is a great difference between a ſteward 
and a principal. Mr. DazneL attended in propria. 
perſona, flattered and careſſed the women, feaſted. 
the eleQors, hired mobs, made proceſſions, and 
ſcattered about his money in ſuch a manner, that. 
our friends durſt hardly ſhew their heads in public: 
At this very criſis our young ſquire, to whom 
father had writ an account of the tranſaction, arrived 
2 at Greaweſbuny- ball, and had a long 
private conference with Sir EXVEXHARD. The news 
of his return ſpread like wild- fire thro! all that part. 
of the country; bonfires were made, and the bells 
ſet a ringing in ſeveral towns and ſteeples ; and next 
| | morning 
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morning above ſeven hundred people were aſſem- 
bled at the gate, with muſic, flags and ſtreamers, to 
. welcome their youre {quire, and accompany him to 
the borough of Aſbenton. He ſet out on foot with 
this retinue, and entered one end of the town juſt as 
Mr. DaRNEL's mob had come in at the other. Both 
arrived about the fame time at the market place; 
but Mr. DARR EL, mounting firſt into the balcony 
of the town-houſe, made a long ſpeech to the peo- 
ple in favour of his own pretenſions, not without 
* invidious reflections glanced at Sir EVER 
NH ARD, his competitor. We did not much mind the 
acclamations of his perry: which we knew had been. 
hired for the purpoſe - but we were in ſome pain for 
Mr. Gxeaves, who had not been uſed to ſpeak in 
public.” He took his turn however in the balcony, 
and, uncovering his head, bowed all round with the- 
moſt engaging courteſy. He was dreſſed in a green. 
frock trimmed with gold, and his own dark hair 
flowed about his ears in natural curls, while his face 
was overſpread with a bluſh, that improved the 
ow of youth to a deeper erimſon, — ] dare ſay 
et many a female heart a palpitating. When he 
made his firſt appearance, there was juſt ſuch a hum- 
ming and clapping of hands as you may have heard 
when the celebrated BAR RV comes upon the ſtage 
in King Lear, or OTHerLo, or any other top 
character. But how agreeably were we diſappoint- 
ed, when our young gentleman made ſuch an ora- 
tion as would not have diſgraced a PiTT, an Ec- 
MONT, or a Muxray! While he ſpoke, all was 
huſhed in admiration and attention—you could have 
almoſt heard a feather drop to the ground. It would 
have charmed you to hear with what modeſty he re- 
counted the ſervices which his father and grandfa- 
ther had done to the corporation; with what elo- 
quence he expatiated upon the ſhameful infraction 
of the treaty ſubſiſting between the two families; , 
and with what keen and ſpirited ſtrokes of ſatire he 
tetorted the farcaſms of Daxner. He no ſooner 
concluded his harangue, than there was ſuch a 8e 
i 0 
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of applauſe as ſeemed to rend the very ſky. Our 
muſick immediately ſtruck up; our people advanced 
with their enſigns, and, as every man had a good 
cudgel, broken heads would have enſued, had not 
Mr. DazneL and his party thought proper to retreat 
with uncommon diſpatch. He never offered to 
make another public entrance, as he ſaw the torrent 
ran ſo violently againſt him; but fat down with his 
loſs, and withdrew his oppoſition, though at bot- 
tom extremely mortified-and incenſed. Sir Evx R- 
HARD was unanimouſly elected, and 1 to be 
the happieſt man upon earth; for, beſides the plea- 
ſure ariſing from his victory over his competitor, 
he was now fully ſatisfied that his ſon, inſtead of 
diſgracing, would do honour to his family. It would 
have moved a heart of ftone, to fee with what a 
tender tranſport of paternal joy he received his dear 
LAauNCELOT, after having heard of his deportment 
and ſucceſs at Aſbenton; where, by the bye, he 
gave a ball to the ladies, and diſplayed as much 
elegance and politenefs as if he had been bred at the 
court of V orſoilles. EEE: E 

This joyous ſeaſon was of ſhort duration: in a 
little time all the happineſs of the family was over- 
caſt by a fad incident, which hath left fuch an un- 
fortunate imprefſion upon the mind of the young 
entleman, as, I am afraid will never be cifaced, 
Mr. DarnEeL's niece and ward, the great heireſs, 
whoſe name is AUREL1A, was the moſt celebrated 
beauty of the whole country if I faid the whole 
kingdom, or indeed all Europe, perhaps I ſhould 
but barely do her juſtice. I don't pretend to be a 
limner, gemmen; nor does it became me to deli- 
neate ſuch excellence; but ſurely I may preſume to 
repeat from the play; | 


401 ſhe is all that paint can expreſs, 
« Or youthful poets fancy ada they love I. 


At that time ſhe might be about ſeventeen, tall 
and fair, and ſo exquiſitely ſhaped—you may * 
| p 0 
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of your Venus oz Mxpicis, your DiAx As, your 
Nymphs, and GaLaTBAS ; but if PRARITELES, 
and RouBILLAC, and W1LTON, were to lay their 
heads together, in order to make a complete pattern 
of beauty, they would hardly reach her model of 
erfection.— As for compleQion, poets, will talk of 
blendin the lily with the roſe, and bring in a par- 
cel of ſimilies of cowſlips, carnations, pinks, and 
daifies. There's DoLLy, now, has got a very 
good complexion :—indeed, fhe's the very picture 
of health and innocence.—— You are, indeed, my 
2 laſs ; —but parwa componere magni,.—Miſs 
ARNEL is all amazing beauty, deticacy and digni- 
ty ! Then the ſoftneſs and expreſſion of her fine blue 
eyes; her pouting lips of coral hue ; her neck, that 
riſes like a tower of poliſhed alabaſter between two 
mounts of ſnow.——l tell you what, gemmen, it 
don't ſignify talking : if &er a one of you was to 
meet this young lady alone, in the midſt of Neat 
or common, or any unfrequented place, he would 
down on his knees, and think he kneeled before 
ſome ſupernatural being. Tl tell you more: ſhe 
not only reſembles an angel in beauty, but a faint 
in goodneſs, and an hermit in humility ;—ſo void 
of all pride and affeQation ; ſo ſoft, and ſweet, and 
affable, and humane ! Lord! I could tell ſuch in- 
ſtances of her charity !—ſure enough, ſhe and Sir 
LAauNCELoT were formed by nature for each other: 
| howlſoever, the cruel hand of fortune hath interve- 
ned, and ſevered them for ever. Every ſoul that 
knew them both, ſaid it was à thouſand pities but 
they ſhould come together, and extinguiſh in their 
happy union the mutual animoſity of the two fami- 
lies, which had ſo often embroiled the whole neigh- 
bourhood. Nothing was heard but the praiſes of 
Miſs AuRELIA DARNEL, and Mr. LaunceLoT 
Greaves ; and no doubt the parties were prepoſ 
ſeſſed, by this applauſe, in favour of each other. 
At length, Mr. GREA VES went one Sunday to her 
pariſh-church ; but though the greater part of the 
congregation watched their looks, they could not 
| _ perceive 
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perceive” that ſhe took the leaſt notice of him; or 
that he ſeemed to be ſtruck with her appearance. 
He - afterwards had an oportunity of ſeeing her, 
more at leiſure, at the Tor Laſſembiy, during the 
races; but this opportunity was productive of no 
good effect, becauſe he had that ſame day quarelled 
with her uncle on the turf.—An old grudge, you 
know, gemmen, is ſoon inflamed to a freſh rupture. 
It was thought Mr. DaznzL came on purpoſe to 
ſhew his reſentment. They differed about a bet 
upon Miſs CLeverLEGs, and in the courſe of the 
difpute, Mr. DaxnerL' called him a petulant boy. 
The young ſquire, who was haſty as gunpowder, 
told him be was man enough to chaſtiſe him for 
his inſolence; and would do it on the ſpot, if he 
thought it would not interrupt the diverſion. In all 
probability they would have come to points imme- 
diately, had not the gentlemen interpoſed ; fo that 
nothing farther paſſed, but abundance of foul lan- 
guage on the part of Mr. Ax THOR, and a repeat- 
ed defiance to ſingle combat. 

Mr. Greaves, making a low bow, retired from 
the field ; and in the evening danced at the aſſembly 
with a young lady from the Biſhoprick, ſeemingly 
in good temper and fpirits, without having any 
words with Mr. DaxnerL who was alſo preſent. 
But in the morning he viſited that proud neighbour 
betimes; and they had almoſt reached a grove of 
trees on the north ſide of the town, when they were 
ſuddenly overtaken by half a dozen gentlemen, who 
had watched their motions. It was in vain for them 
to diſſemble their deſign, which could not now take 
effect. They gave up their piſtols, and a reconcili- 
ation was patched up by the prefling remonſtrances 
of their common friends; but Mr. DaRNEL's hatred 
ſtill rankled at bottom, and ſoon broke out in the 
ſequel. About three months after this tranſaQtion, 
his niece AURELI1a, with her mother, having been 
to viſit a lady in the chariot, the horſes being 
young, and not uſed to. the traces, were ſtartled at 
the braying of a jack-aſs on the common, and tak- 
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ing fright, ran away with the carriage like light- 
1 he coachman was thrown from the — 
| the ladies ſcreamed: piteouſly for help. Mr. 
Greaves chanced to be a-horſeback on the other fide 
of an encloſure, when he heard their ſhrieks ; and 
riding up to the hedge, knew the chariot, and ſaw 
their diſaſter. The horſes were then running full 
ſpeed. in ſuch a direction, as to drive headlong over 
a precipice into a ſtone-quarry, where they and 
the chariot, and the ladies, muſt be daſhed to 
pieces. Vou may conceive, gemmen, what his 
thoughts were when he faw 2 a ſine young lady, 
in the flower of her age, juſt plunging into eternity; 
when he ſaw the lovely AuRELIA on the brink of 
being precipitated among the rocks, where her 
delicate limbs muſt be mangled and tore afunder ; 
when he perceived that, before he could ride round 
by the gate, the tragedy would be finiſhed. The 
fence was ſo thick and high, flanked with a broad 
_ ditch on the outſide, that he could not hope to clear 
it, although he was mounted on Scip1o bread out 
of Miſs CowsL1?, the fire MuLey, and his grand- 
fire the famous Arabian Mus rATHA.—Scirfo was 
| bred by my father, who would not have taken a 
hundred guineas for him from any other perſon but 
the young ſquire.—Indeed, I have heard my poor 
father ſay— 

By this time FERREr's impatience was become ſo 
outrageous, that he exclaimed in a furious tone, 
« Damn your father, and his horſe, and his colt 
into the bargin !” „ | 
Tom made no reply ; but began to ſtrip with 
great expedition. Captain CRowe was ſo choaked 
with paſſion, that he could utter nothing but diſ- 
jointed ſentences: he roſe from his ſeat, brandiſhed 
his horſe-whip, and ſeizing his nephew by the col- 
lar, cried, d's heartlikins ! firrah, I have a 

od mind — Devil fire your running tackle, you 
land-lubber !—can't you ſteer without all this tack- 
ing hither and thither, and the Lord knows _ 
A ther 
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ther? Noint my block! I'd give thee a rope's 
end for thy rams it wan't — Tow —_ 
| DoLLy had conceived: a ſneaking kindneſs for 
the young lawyer, and, thinking him in danger of 
being roughly handled, flew to his relief. She 
twiſted her hand in Crowe's neckcloth without 
ceremony, crying, Sha't then, I tell thee, old 
coger.——Who cares a vig vor thy vooliſh tran- 
trams 7. 
While Crows looked black in the face, and ran 
the riſque of ſtrangulation under the gripe of this a- 
mazon, Mr. CLarxie having diſengaged himſelf of 
his hat, wig, coat, and waiſtcoat, advanced in 
an elegant attitude of manual offence towards the 
miſanthrope, who ſnatched up a gridiron from the 
chimney-corner, and diſcord ſeemed to clap her 
2 wings in expectation of battle. But as the 
reader may have more than once already curſed the 
unconſcionable length of this chapter, we muſt poſt- 
pone to the next the incidents that ſucceeded this 
denunciation of war. | 
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In whichit appears that the Knight, when heartily ſet 
in for fleeping, was not eaſily diſturbed. 


N all probability the kitchen of the Black-Lion, 
from a domeſtic temple of ſociety, and good- 
fellowſhip, would have been converted into a ſcene - 
or ſtage of ſanguinary diſpute, had not PALLAS or 
 D1scrETION interpoſed in the perſon of Mr. Fir- 
LET, and with the aſſiſtance: of the oftler diſarmed 
the combatants not only of their arms, but alſo of 
their reſentment. The impetuoſity of Mr. CLARKE 
was a little checked at fight of the gridiron, which 
FRERRET brandiſhed with uncommon dexterity ; a 
circumſtance from whence the company were, upon 
reflection, induced to believe, that before he plunged 
pe into 
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into the ſea of politicks, he had occaſionally figured 
the character of that facetious droll who 1 3 * 
nies your itinerant phyſicians, under the familiar 
appellation of Mexxy-AnDaew, or Jack-Pup- 
DING, and on a wooden ſtage entertains the populace + 
with a ſolo on the ſalt box, or a ſonata on the tongs 
and gridiron. Be that as it may, the young lawyer 
ſeemed to be a little diſcompoſed at the glancing of 
this extraordinary weapon of offence, which the 
fair hands of DoLLy had ſcoured, untill it ſhone as 
bright as the ſhield of Acnir.Les ; or as the emblem 
of good old Engliſh fare, which hangs by red rib- 
bon round the neck of that thrice-honoured ſage's 
head, in velvet bonnet caſed, who 3 by ro- 
tation at the genial board, diſtinguiſhed by the title 
of the Beef-take Club : where the delicate rumps ir- 
reſiſtibly attract the ſtranger's eye, and, while they 
ſeem to cry Come cut me come cut me,” con- 
ſtrain, by wondrous ſympathy, each mouth to over- 
flow: where the obliging and humourous EH, 
BexnckaAFrT, the gentle BILLY HavaxD, replete with 
human kindneſs, and the generous Jounny Beaxn, 
reſpected and beloved by all the world, attend as 
the prieſts and miniſters of mirth, good cheer, and 
jollity, and aſſiſt with culinary art the raw unpracti- 
ſed, aukward gueſt. 
But, to return from this digreſſive ſimile: the oft- 74 
ler no ſooner ſtept between thoſe menacing antago- 
niſts, than Tom CLARKE very quietly reſumed 
his cloaths, and Mr. FERRET reſigned the gridiron 
without further queſtion. The —— did not find 
it quite ſo eaſy to releaſe the throat of Capt. Crowe, 
from the maſculine graſp of the virago Dol Lv, 
whoſe fingers could not be diſengaged until the 
honeſt ſea-man was almoſt at the laſt gaſp. After 
ſome pauſe, during which he panted for breath, 
and untied his neckcloth, Damn thee for a brim- 
ſtone galley (cried he ;) I was never ſo grappled 
withall fince I knew a card from a compaſs Ad- 
zooks ! the jade has ſo taughtened my rigging, d' ye 
ſee, that I=—— Snatch my bewlings, If 1 come 
| | athwart 
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athwart thy hawſer, I'll turn thy keel upwards—or 
mayhap ſet thee a-driving under thy bare poles—1 
will—1 will, you hell-fire, ſaucy—! will.” 
DoLLy made no reply; but ſeeing Mr. CLARKE 
ſit down again with great compoſure, took her ſta- 
tion likewiſe at the oppoſite fide of the apartment. 
Then Mr. FiLLET requeſted the lawyer to proceed 
with his ſtory, which, after three hemms, he ac- 
cordingly proſecuted in theſe words. Pay 
«« ] told you, gemmen, that Mr. Gxeaves was 
mounted on Sci io, when he ſaw Miſs DARN EL and 
her mother in danger of being hurried over a pre- 
cipice. Without reflecting a moment he gave Scipio 
the ſpur, and at one ſpring he cleared five and twen- 
ty feet, over hedge and ditch, and every obſtruction. 
Then he rode full ſpeed, in order to turn the coach- 
horſes; and, finding them quite wild and furious, 
endeavoured to drive againſt the counter of the hi- 
ther horſe, which he miſſed, and ſtaked poor 8cip10 
on the pole of the ww The ſhock was ſo great, 
that the coach-horſes made a full ſtop within ten 
yards of the quarry, and Mr. Greaves was thrown 
forwards towards the coach box, which mounting 
with admirable dexterity, he ſeized the reins before 
the horſes could recover of their fright. At that 
inſtant the coachman came running up, and looſed 
them from the traces with the utmoſt diſpatch. Mr. 
Greaves had now time to give his attention to the 
ladies, who were well nigh diſtracted with fear. He 
no ſooner opened the chariot door than AuRELIA, 
with a wildneſs of look ſprung into his arms; and, 
claſping him round the neck, fainted away. I leave 
you to gueſs, 2 what were his feelings at 
this inſtant. The mother was not ſo diſcompoſed 
but that ſhe could contribute to the recovery of her 
daughter, whom the young ſquire ſtill ſupported in 
his embrace. At length ſhe retrieved the uſe of her 
ſenſes, and perceiving the. fituation in which ſhe 
was, the blood reviſited her face with a redoubled 


glow, while ſhe defired him to ſet her down upon 
the turf. 


« Mrs. - 
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« Mrs. DaxnerL, far from being thy or reſerved 
in her compliments of acknowledgments, kiſſed 
Mr. LavunceLoT without ceremony, the tears of 

titude running down her cheeks : the called him 
To dear ſon, her generous deliverer, who, at the 
hazard of his own file, had faved her and her child 
from the moſt diſmal fate that could be imagined. 
Mr. Gxeaves was fo much tranſported on this oc- 
caſion, that he could not help diſcloſing a paſſion, / 
which he had hitherto induftriouſly concealed. 
« What 1 have done (ſaid he) was but a common 
office of humanity, which I would have performed 
for any of my fellow-creatures : but, for the pre- 
ſervation of Miſs AuRELIA DARNEL, I would at 
any time facrifice my life with pleaſure.” The 
oung lady did not hear this declaration unmoved : 
of face was again fluſhed, and her eyes ſparkled 
with pleaſure : nor was the youth's 8 diſ- 
agreeable to the good lady her mother, who at one 
glance perceived all the 1 of ſuch an union 
between the two families. n 
Mr. Greaves propoſed to ſend the coachman. 
to his father's ſtable Ee a pair of ſober horſes, that 
could be depended upon, to draw the ladies home 
to their own habitation ; but they declined the offer, 
and choſe to walk, as the diſtance was not great. He 
then inſiſted upon his being their conductor; and, 
each taking him under the arm, ſupported them to 
their own gate, where ſuch an apparition filled all 
the domeſtics with aſtoniſhment. Mrs. Daxner, 
taking him by the hand, led him into the houſe, 
where ſhe welcomed him with another affectionate 
embrace, and indulged him with an ambroſial kiſs 
of AuRELIA, faying, © But for you, we had both 
been by this time in eternity.—Sure it was heaven 
that ſent you as an angel to our aſſiſtance!“ She 
kindly inquired if he had himſelf fuſtained any da- 
mage in adminiſtring that deſperate remedy to 
which they owed their lives. She entertained him 
with a ſmall collation ; and, in the courſe of the 
converſation, lamented the animoſity which had fo _ 
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long divided two neighbouring families of ſuch 1n- 
fluence and character. He was not flow in ſignify- 
ing his approbation of her remarks, and expreſſing _. 
the moſt eager deſire of ſeeing all thoſe 12 

i 


differences removed : in a word, they parted w 
mutual ſatisfaction. | | N 
«© Juſt as he advanced from the outward gate, on 
his return to Greaweſbury- hall, he was met by An- 
THONY DARNEL on horſeback, who, riding up to 
him with marks of ſurprize and reſentment, ſaluted 
him with“ Your ſervant, Sir.— Have you any com- 
mands for me?“ The other replying with an air of 
indifference, None at all,“ Ms. , aſked, 
what had procured him the honour of a viſit. The 
young gentleman, perceiving by the manner in 
which he ſpoke, that the old quarrel was not yet-ex- 
tinguiſhed, anſwered, with equal diſdain, that the 
viſit was not intended for him; and that, if he wan» 
ted to know the cauſe of it, he might inform him- 
ſelf by his own ſeryants. So I ſhall (cried the 
uncle of AurEL1a): and perhaps let you know my 
ſentiments of the matter — as it may 
be,“ faid the youth; who, turning out of the avenue, 
walked home, and made his father acquainted with 
the particulars of this adventure. oe 
The old gentleman chid him for his raſhneſs ; 
but ſeemed pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his attempt, '_ 
and ſtill more ſo, when he underſtood his ſentiments 
of AURELIA, and the deportment of the ladies. 
Next day the ſon ſent over a ſervant with a 
compliment, to enquire about their health ; and the 
mi being ſeen by Mr. DARNEL, was told 
that the ladies were indiſpoſed, and did not chuſe 
to be troubled with — The mother was 
really ſeized with a fever, produced by the agitation 
of her ſpirits, which 2 day became more and 
more violent, until the phyſicians deſpaired of her 
life. Believing that her end — ſhe ſent 
a truſty ſervant to Mr. Gzeaves, defiring that ſhe 
might ſee him without delay ; and he immediately 
ſet out with the meſſenger, who introduced him in 
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the dark. He found the old lady in bed, almoſt 
exhauſted, and the fair AuzELia fitting by her, 
overwhelmed with grief, her lovely hair in the ut- 
moſt diſorder, and her charming eyes inflamed with 
weeping. The good lady beckoning Mr. Laun- 
CELOT to approach, and directing all the attendants 
to quit the room, except a favourite maid, from 
whom I learned the ſtory, ſhe took him by the hand, 
and fixing her eyes upon him with all the fondneſs 
of a mother, ſhed ſome tears in ſilence, while the 
ſame marks of ſorrow trickled down his cheeks. 


After this affecting pauſe, My dear ſon (ſaid ſhe), 
Oh! that I could have lived to ſee you ſo indeed! 


you find me haſtening to the goal of life——.” Here 
the tender-hearted Aux ELIA, being unable to con- 
tain herſelf longer, broke out into a violent paſſion 
of grief, and wept aloud. The mother, waiting 
patiently till ſhe had thus given vent to her anguiſh, 
calmly intreated her to reſign herſelf ſubmiſſively to 
the will of heaven: then turnipg to Mr. Lauxce- 
Lor, „I had indulged (ſaid the) a fond hope of 
ſeeing you allied to my family.— This is no time 
for me to inſiſt upon the ceremonies and forms of a 
vain world ——AvuREL1a looks upon you with the 
eyes of tender 1 : No ſooner had ſhe 
ronounced theſe words, than he threw himſelf on 
bis knees before the young lady, and, preſſing her 
hand to his lips, breathed the ſofteſt expreſſions which 
the moſt Jebents love could ſuggeſt. © I know 


| (reſumed the mother) that your paſſion is mutual! 
| fincere ; and I ſhould die fatisfied, if I thought your 
union would not be oppoſed : but that violent man, 


my. brother-in-law, who is AuRELIA's ſole guar- 


dian, will thwart her wiſhes with every obſtacle that 
brutal reſentment and implacable malice can con- 


trive. Mr. Greaves, I have long admired your 
virtues, and am confident that I can depend upon 
You ſhall give me your word het 


when I am gone, you will take no ſteps in this affair 
without the concurrence of your own father; and 
endeavour, by all fair and honourable means, to 

. 5 vanquiſh 
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vanquiſ the prejudices. and obtain the conſent of 
her uncle: the reſt we muſt leave to the diſpenſati- 
ons e e pe | - - 4 TER 
10 ire promiſed, in the moſt ſolemn and 
fervent manner, to obey all her injunctions, as the 
laſt dictates of a parent whom he ſhould never ceaſe 
to honour. Then ſhe favoured them both with a 
reat deal of ſalutary advice, touching their conduct 
— and after marriage; and preſented him with 
a ring, as a memorial of her affection: at the ſame 
time he pulled another off his finger, and made a 
tender of it as -2 pledge of his love to AukZLIA, 
whom her mother permitted to receive this token. 


Finally, he took a laſt farewel of the good matron, 


and returned to his father with the particulars of 


this interview. 


« In two days Mrs. Darnwer departed this life, 


and AUxEL1Aa was removed to the houſe of a rela- 
tion, where her grief had like to have proved fatal 
to her conſtituti N 8 | 
« In the mean time, the mother was no ſooner 
committed to the earth, than Mr. Gxzaves, mind- 
ful of her exhortations, began to take meaſures for 
4 reconciliation with the guardian. He engaged 
ſeveral (gentlemen to interpoſe their good offices; 
but they always met with the. moſt mortifying re- 
ulſe: and at laſt AwTwowy DARNEIL declared, that 
bis hatred to the houſe of GR EA VES was hereditary, 
habitual, and unconquerable. He ſwore he would 


ſpend his - heart's blood to'perpetuate the quarrel ; 


and that, ſooner than his niece ſhould match with 


pony LauncEeLoT,-he' would ſacrifice her with 


is own hand. The young gentleman, finding his 
prejudice fo rancorous and invincible, left off mak- 
ing further advances ; and, fince he found it impoſ- 
ſible to obtain his conſent, reſolved to cultivate the 
good graces of AuxEL1a, and wed her in deſpite of 
her implacable guardian. He found means to eſta- 
bliſh a literary correſpondence with her, as ſoon. as 
her grief was a little abated ; and even to effect an 
interview, after her * to her own houſe: * he 
2 don 
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 foon had reaſon to repent of this indulgence. The 
uncle entertained: ſpies. upon the young lady, who 
gave him an account of this meeting; in conſe- 
quence. of which ſhe was ſuddenly hurried to ſome 
_ diſtant. part of the country, which we never could 
diſcover. 8 j FEY 1 
It, was then we began to think Mr. Launce- - 
LoT a little diſordered in his brain, his grief was fo 
wild, and his paſſion fo impetuous. He refuſed all 
ſuſtenance, neglected his perſon, renounced his a- 
muſements, rode out in the rain, ſometimes bare 
headed, ſtrolled about the fields all night, and be- 
came ſo peeviſh, that none of the domeſtics durſt 
- ſpeak to him, without the hazard of broken bones. 
— played theſe you for about three —_ 
to the unſpeakable chagrin of his father, and the 
aſtoniſhment of all that knew him, he ſuddenly 
grew calm, and his good humour returned. But 
this, as your lea-faring people ſay, was a deceitful 
calm, that ſoon uſhered in a dreadful ſtorm. 
„He had long ſought an opportunity to tamper 
with ſome of Mr. DARNEIL's ſervants, who could 
inform him of the place where Avzziia was con- 
fined ; but there was not one about the family who 
could give him that ſatisfaction: for the perſons who 
accompanied her, remained as a watch upon her 
motions, and none of the other domeſtics were privy 
to the tranſaction. All attempts proving, fruitleſs, 
he could no longer reſtrain his impatience 5 but 
throwing himſelf in the way of the uncle, upbraid- 
ed him in ſuch harſh terms, that, a formal challenge 
enſued. They agreed to decide their difference 
without witneſſes ; and one morning, before ſun- 
riſe, met on that very common where Mr. Gx RAvESs 
had ſaved the life of AuxELIA. The firſt piſtol 
was fired on each fide without taking effect; but 
Mr. DazxneL's ſecond wounded the young ſquire in 
the flank : nevertheleſs, having a piſtol in reſerve, 
he deſired his antagoniſt to alle his Fife. The other, 


inſtead of ſubmitting, drew. his (word; and Mr. 
GREAvEs, firing his piece in the air, followed his 
. example. 
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example. The conteft then became very hot, tho? 
of ſhort continuance. Darxner, being difacmed at 
the firſt onſet, our young ſquire rave Kleh back the 
ſword, which he was baſe enough to uſe a ſecond 
time againſt his conqueror. Such an inſtance of te- 
ted ingratitude and brutal ferocity diveſted Mr. 
REAVES of his temper and forbearance. He at- 
tacked Mr. AnTHony with great fury, and at the 
firſt longe ran him up to the hilt, at the ſame time 
ſeizing with his left hand the ſhell of his enemy's 
(word, which he broke in diſdain. Mr. DAANEL 
having fallen, the other immediately mounted his 
horſe, which he had tied to a tree before the engage- 
ment; and riding full ſpeed to Aſbenton, ſent a 2 
geon to ANTyony's LG He afterwards in- 
genuouſly confeſſed all theſe particulars to his father, 
who was overwhelmed with conſternation, for the 
wounds of Dax NEIL were judged mortal; and as no 
: 2 had ſeen the particulars of the duel, Mr. 
AUNCELOT' might have been convicted of murder. 
On theſe conſiderations, before a warrant could 
be ſerved upon him, the old knight, by dint of the 
moſt eager intreaties, accompanied with marks of 
horror and deſpair, prevailed upon his fon to with- 
draw himſelf from the kingdom, until ſuch time as 
the ſtorm ſhould be overblown. Had his heart been 


unengaged, he would have choſe to travel; but at 


this period, when his whole ſoul was engrofſed and 


ſo 'violently agitated by his paſſion” for, AukELia, 


nothing but the fear of ſeeing the old gentleman run 


diſtracted, would have induced him to deſiſt from 
the putſuit of that young lady, far leſs quit the 


kingdom where ſhe reſided. ell then, gemmen, 


he repaired to Harwich, where he embarked for 


Holland, from whence he proceeded to Bruſſels, 
where he procured a paſſport from the French king, 
by virtue of which he ttavelled to Marſeilles, and 
there took a tartan for Gena. The firſt letter Sir 
EveRnarD received from him was dated at Florence. 


Mean while the ſurgeon's prognoſtic was. not alto- . 


gether verified. Mr. DaxneL did not die imme- 
| es - diately 
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diately of his wounds: but he lingered a long time, 
28 it were in the arms of death, and even partly re- 
covered : yet, in all probability, he will never be 
wholly reſtored to the enjoyment of health ; and is 
obliged every ſummer to attend the hot well at Briſ- 
tol. As his wounds began to heal, his hatred to 
Mr. Grxzaves ſeemed to revive with augmented 
violence; and he is now, if poſſible, more an ever 
determined * all reconciliation. Mr. LAUx- 
CELOT, after having endeavoured to amuſe his ima- 
gination with a ſucceſſion of curious objects, in a 
tour of Italy, took up his reſidence at a town called 
Piſa, and there fell into a AIT from 
which nothing could rouſe him but the news of his 
| father's death. 1 1 
The old gentleman (God reſt his foul) never 
he'd up his head after the departure of his darling 
| LauncELor ; and the dangerous condition of Dax- 
NEL kept up his apprehenſion : this was reinforced 
by the obſtinate ſilence of the youth, and certain 
accounts of his diſordered mind, which he had re- 
ceived. from ſome of thoſe perſons who take pleaſure 
in communicating diſagreeable tidings. A compli- 
cation of all theſe grievances, co-operating with a 
ſeyere fit of the gout and gravel, produced a fever, 
which in a few days brought Sir Evexmaxp to his 
lang home; after he had ſettled his affairs with hea- 
yen and earth, and made his peace with God and 
man. Pill aſſure you, gemmen; he made a moſt 
edifying and chriſtian end : he died regretted by all 
x his neighbours, except AnTaony, and might be 
4 ſaid to be embalmed by the tears of the poor, to 
Þ whom he was always a bounteous benefaQor. 
„When the fon, now Sir LAuxcgror, came 
home, he appeared ſo meagre, wan, and hollow- 
ey'd, that the ſervants hardly knew their you 
maſter. His firſt care was to take poſſeſſion of his 
fortune, and ſettle accounts with the ſteward who 
1 had ſucceeded my father. Theſe affairs being diſ- 
L cuſſed, he ſpared no pains to get intelligence con- 
: cerning Miſs Dagner ; and ſoon learned more of 
- that 
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that young lady than he defired to know ; for it was _ 
become the common talk of the country, that a 
match was agreed upon between her and young 

Squire SYCAMORE, a gentleman of a very great for- 
tune. Theſe tidings were probably confirmed under 
her own hand, in a letter which ſhe wrote to Sir 
LauxnczLler. The contents were never exactly 
known but to the parties themſelves : nevertheleſs, 
the effects were too viſible ; for, from that bleſſed 

moment, he ſpoke not one word to any living crea- 
ture for the ſpace of three days: but was ſeen ſome- 
times to ſhed a flood of tears, and ſometimes to burſt 
out into a fit of laughing. At laſt he broke filence, 
and ſeemed to wake from his diforder. He became 
more fond than ever of the exerciſe of riding, and 
began to amuſe himſelf again with acts of benevo- 
lence. One inſtance of his generoſity and juſtice de- 
ſerves to be recorded in braſs or marble : you muſt 
know, gemmen, the rector of the pariſh was lately 
dead, and Sir Evexnaxp had promiſed the preſen- 
tation to another clergyman. In the mean time, Sir 

\ LavnceLor, chancing one ſunday to ride through 
a lane, perceived a horſe ſaddled and bridled feedin 

on the ſide of a fence ; and caſting his eyes around, 
beheld on the other fide of the hedge an object ly- | 
ing extended on the ground, which he took to be 3 

the body of a murdered traveller. He forthwith 2 

| alighted ; and, leaping into the field, deſcried a 
man at full length wrapped in a great coat, and 
writhing in agony. Approaching nearer, he found 
it was a clergyman, in his gown and. caflock. 
When he enquired into the cale, and offered his 

aſſiſtance, the ſtranger roſe up, thanked him for his 
courteſy, and declared that he was now very well. 

The knight, who thought there was ſomething my- 
ſerious in this incident, expreſſed a defire to know 
the cauſe of his rolling on the graſs in that manner; | 
and the clergyman, — knew his perſon, made no 
ſcruple in gratifying his . curioſit7y). You muſt 

know, fir, ſaid he, f ſerve the curacy of your own 
pariſh, for which the late incumbent payed me 
C 3 1 twenty 
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twenty pounds a year; but this ſum being ſcarce 
ſufficient to maintain my wife and children, who 
are five in number, I agreed to read prayers in the 
afternoon-at another church about four miles from 


hence ; and for this additional duty I receive ten 


pounds more: as I keep a horſe, it was formerly an 
agreeable exerciſe rather than a toil, but of late years 
J have been afflicted with a rupture, for which I 
conſulted the moſt eminent operators in the king- 
dom; but I have no cauſe to rejoice in the effecis ; 
of their advice, tho' one of them affured me I was 
completely cured. The malady is now more trou- 
bleſome than ever, and often comes upon me ſo 

violently while I am on horſeback, that I am forced 
to alight, and lie down upon the ground, until the 
cauſe of the diſorder can for the time be reduced. 
Sir LauncEeLoT not only condoled with him 
upon his misfortune; but defired him to throw up 
the ſecond cure ; and he would pay him ten pounds 
a year out of his own pocket. © Your generoſity 
confounds me, good fir: (cried the clergyman) and 
et I ought not to be ſurpriſed at any inftance of 
Co in Sir LAuNxcELOT Gataves, but I 
will check the fullneſs of my heart. I ſhall only 
obſerve, that your good intention towards me can 
hardly take effect. The gentleman, who is to ſuc- 
ceed the late incumbent, has given me notice to 
quit the premiſes, as he hath provided a friend of 
his own for the curacy.” „ What! (cried the 
knight) does he mean to take your bread from you, 
9 any other reaſon ?˙ν Surely, fir, 
. replied the eccleſiaſtic, I know of no other reaſon. 
I hope my morals are irreproachable, and that I 
have done my duty with a conſcientious regard: I 
may venture an appeal to the pariſhioners among 
whom I have lived theſe ſeventeen years. After 
all, it is natural for every man to favour his own 
friends in preference to ſtrangers. As for» me, I 
propoſe to try my fortune in the great city; and I 
doubt not but providence will provide for me and 
my little ones.” To this declaration Sir Launce- 
| LOT 
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Lor made no reply ; but riding home ſet on foot a 


{tri enquiry into the character of this man, whoſe 
name was JEnx1ns. He found that he was a repu- 
ted ſcholar, equally remarkable for his modeſty and 
good life; that he viſited the ſick, aſſiſted the needy, 
compromiſed diſputes among his- neighbours, and 


ſpent his time in ſuch a manner as would have done 


honour to any chriſt'an divine. Thus informed, 


the knight ſent for the gentleman to whom the liv- 
ing had been promiſed ; and accofted him to this ef- 
feQ ; «© Mr. — F have a favour to aſk of you. 
The perſon who ſerves the cure of this pariſh, *is a 
man of good character, beloved by the people, and 
has a large family. I ſhall be obliged to you if you 
will continue him in the curacy.” The other told 
him he was ſorry he could not comply with his re- 
queſt, being that he had already promiſed the cura 

to a friend of bis own.” No matter: (replied Sir 
Lavnceror) fincg J have not intereſt with you, I 


will endeavour to provide for Mr. JIS NR INS in ſome 


other way.” . 
That Lane afternoon he walked over to the cu- 


rate's houſe, and told him that he had ſpoken in his 


behalf to Dr. TooTLE, but the curacy was pre- en- 
gaged. The good man having made a thouſand 
acknowledgments for the trouble his honour” had 


taken; © I have not intereſt ſufficient to make you 


curate, (ſaid the knight) but I can give you the 
living itſelf, and that you ſhall have.” 80 ſaying. 
he retired ; leaving Mr. IE NE INS incapable of utter- 
ing one ſyllable, fo powerfully. was he ſtruck with 
this unexpected turn of fortune. The preſentation 
was immediately made out; and in a few days Mr. 

ENKINS was put in poſſeſſion of his benefice, to the 
inexpreſſible joy of the congregation. Hitherto eve- 
ry ching went right, and every unprejudiced per- 
fon commended the Knight's conduct: but, in a 
little time, his generoſity ſeemed to overleap the 
bounds of diſcretion ; and even in ſome cafes might 
be thought tending to a breach of the king's peace. 


For example, he * Vi et armis, a rich 
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farmer's ſon to marry the daughter of a cottager, 


whom the young fellow had debauched. Indeed it 


ſeems there was a promiſe of marriage in the caſe, 
though it could not be legally aſcertained. The 
wench took on diſmally; and her parents had re- 
.courſe to Sir LAUN ELO T, who ſending for the 


delinquent, expoſtulated with him ſeverely on the 


injury he had done the young woman, and exhor- 


ted him to fave her life and reputation by perform- 


ing his promiſe; in which caſe he (Sir LAuNxcELOT), 
would . her three hundred * her por- 
8 


tion. Whether the farmer thought there was ſome- 
thing intereſted in this uncommon offer, or was a 
liitle elevated by the conſciouſneſs of his father's 
wealth; he rejected the propoſal with ruſtic diſdain, 
and faid, if ſo be as how the wench would ſwear 
the child to him, he would ſettle it with the pariſh : 
but declared, that no ſquire in the land ſhould oblige 
him to buckle with ſuch a cracked pitcher. This 
reſolution, however, he could not maintain: for, 
in leſs than two hours, the rector of the pariſh had 
direQion to publith the banns, and the ceremony 
was performed in due courſe: | 

Now, though we know not preciſely the nature 


of the arguments that were uſed with the farmer, 


we may conclude they were of the minatory ſpecies ; 


| for the young fellow could not, for ſome time, look 


any perſon in the face. The knight acted as the 
eneral redreſſer of grievances. It a woman com- 


pond to him of being ill treated by her huſband, 


e firſt enquired into the foundation of the com- 


plaint ; and if he found it juſt, catechiſed the de- 
fendant. If this warning had no effect, and the man 
proceeded to freſh acts of violence; then this judge 
took the execution of the law in his own hand, and 


horſewhipped the party. Thus he involved him- 


ſelf in ſeveral law-ſuits, that drained him of pretty 
large ſums of money. He ſeemed particularly in- 


cenſed at the leaſt appearance. of oppreſſion ; and 


ſupported. divers poor terants againft the extortion 
of che landlords, Nay, he has been known to tra- 
| | vel 


- 


vel two hundred miles as a volunteer, to offer his 
aſſiſtance in the cauſe of a'perſon, who he heard was 
1 and oppreſſion wronged of a conſider- 
e eſtate. . He accordingly took her under his pro- 
tection, relieved her diſtreſſes, and was at a vaſt e- 
pence in bringing the ſuit to a determination; which 
being unfavourable to his client, he reſolved to 
bring an appeal into the houſe of lords, and certainly 
would have executed his purpoſe, if the gentlewo- 
man had not died in the interim.” 
At this period Feaxer interrupted the narrator, 
by obſerving that the ſaid Gxzaves was a common 
 nufance, and _ to be proſecuted on the ſtatute 
of barretry. No, fir, (reſumed Mr. CLARKE) he 
cannot be convicted of barretry, unleſs he is always 
at variance with ſome perſon or other, a mover of 
fuits and quarrels, who diſturbs the peace under co- 
lour of law. Therefore he is in the indictment ſti- 
led, Communis male factor, calumniator & ſeminator li- 
tium. Prithee, truce with thy difinitions, (cried: 
FexxeT) and make an end of thy long-winded ſto- 
ry. Thou haſt no title to be ſo tedious, until thou 
comeſt to have a coif in the court of common pleas.” 
Ton ſmiled contemptuous, and had juſt opened his _ 
mouth to proceed, when the company were diſturbed 
by a hideous b e of groans, that ſeemed to 
iſſue from the chamber in which the body of the 
ſquire was depoſited. The landlady ſnatched the 
candle, and ran into the room, followed by the doc-- 
tor and the reſt ; and this. accident naturally ſuſpen- 
ded the narration. In like manner we ſhall con- 
clude the chapter, that the reader may have time 
to. breathe and digeſt what he has already heard. 


4 
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CHAP. V. 
Ie which this recapitulation draws ts a cloſe. 


AJTFF7 HEN the landlady entered the room from 
8 _ whence the groaning proceeded, ſhe found 
the fquire lying on his back, under the dominion 
of the night-mare, which rode him fo hard, that he 
not only groaned and fnorted, but the fweat ran 
down his face in ftreams. The perturbation of his 
- brain, occaſioned by this preſſure and the fright he 
had lately undergone, gave riſe to a very terrible 
dream, in which he fancied himſelf apprehended 
for a robbery. The horror of the gallows was 
ſtrong upon him, when he was fuddenly awaked by 
a violent ſhock from the doctor; and the company 
broke in upon his view, ſtyl perverted by fear, and oy 
bedimmed by ſlumber. His dream was now rea- 
lized by a full perſuaſion that he was ſurrounded by | 
the conſtable and his gang. The firſt object that 
preſented itſelf to his Mivrdered view was the figure 
of FexxeT, who might very well have paſſed for 
the finiſher of the law: againſt him therefore the 
firſt effort of his deſpair was directed. He ſtarted 
upon the floor ; and, ſeizing a certain utenſil, that | 
ſhall be nameleſs, launched it at the miſanthrope | 
with ſuch violence, that had not he cautiouſly ſlip- | 
ped his head afide, it is ſuppoſed that actual fire 
Would have been produced from the colliſion of two = 
ſuch hard and folid ſubſtances. All future miſchief 
Was prevented by the ſtrength and agility of Captain 
CROW E, who, ſpringing upon the aſſailant, pinion- 
ed his arms to his fives, crying, O damn ye, if 
you are for running a-head, vj ſoon bring you to 
your bearings.” The ſquire thus N ſoon _. f 
recollected himſelf, and gazing upon every indivi- 1 
dual in the apartment, Wounds ! (ſaid he) I've 4 
had an ugly dream. I thought, for all the world, | 
they were carrying me to Newgate ; and that there 
was Jacx Kerch coome to vetch me before my 
. | taim.“ 
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taim.“ FERRET, who was the perſon he had thus 
diſtinguiſhed; eying him with a- look of the moſt em- 
phatic malevolence, told him, it was very natural for 
a knave to dream of New gate; and that he hoped to 
ſee the day when this dream would be found à true 
prophecy, and the common wealth purged of all fuch 
rogues and vagabonds: but it could not be expe 


ed that the vulgar would be honeſt and conſeientious, 


while the great were diſtinguiſhed" by proffigaey and 
cortuptiou. The ſquire — difpoſed 6 nas a 
practical reply to this inſinuation, when Mr. F- 
RET prudently withdrew himſelf from the ſcene of 
altercation. The woman of the houſe per- 
ſuaded his antagoniſt to take out his nap, aſſuring 
him that the eggs and bacon, with a mug of 'excel- 
lent ale, ſhould be forthcoming in due ſeaſon. The 
affair being thus fortunately adjuſted, the "gueſts 
returned to the kitchen, and Mr. CLARK A reſumed 
his ſtory to this effect. You'll pleaſe to take no- 
tice, gemmen, that beſides the inſtances I have al- 

iedged of Sir LxunceroTt's extravagant bene vo- 
lence, I could recount a great many othets of the 
ſame nature, and particularly the laudable venge=- 
ance he took of a country lawyer. — I'm forry that 
any ſuch miſcreant ſhould belong to the profeſſion. 
He was clerk of the aſſize, gemmen, in à Certain. . 
town, not a great way diſtant, and having a blank 
pardon left by the judges for ſome criminals, whoſe 
caſes were attended with fayourable circumſtances, 


he would not infert the name of one who could not 


procure a'guinea ſor the fee; and the poor fellow, 
who had only ſtole an hour-glaſs out of a ſhoemaker's. 
window, was actually executed after a long reſpite ; 
during which he had been permitted to go abroad, 
and earn his ſubſiſtence by his daily labour. | 
„Sir LauxnceLoT, being informed of this bar- 
barous adt of avarice, and having ſome ground that 
bordered on the lawyer's eftate, not only rendered 
him contemptible and infamous, by exholin * him 


as often as they met on the grand jury, but alſo, be- 


ing veſted with the property of the great tythes 
195: | 5 proved 


proved ſuch a troubleſome neighbour, ſometimes bj 
ma! ing waſte among his hay and corn, ſometimes 
by inſtituting ſuits Tue him for petty treſpaſſes, 
that he was fairly obliged to quit his habitation, and 
temove into another { of the kingdom. All theſe 
avocations could not divert Sir LaunceLoT from the 
execution of a wild. ſcheme, which has carried his 
extravagance. to ſuch a pitch, that I am afraid if a 
ſtatute you underſtand: me, gemmen, were ſued, 
the jury would] don't chooſe to explain myſelf, 
further on this circumſtance. Be that as it may, the 
ſervants at Greaveſbury-hall were not a little con- 
founded, when their maſter took down from the ſa- 
mily armoury a compleat ſuit of armour, which had 
belonged to his great grandfather, Sir MaxzMaDuke 
Greaves, a great warrior, who loſt his life in the 
ſervice of his king. This armour being ſcoured, 
_ 1epaired, and altered ſo as to fit Sir LaunceLoT, a 
certain knight, whom I don't chuſe to name, bec: uſe 
I believe he cannot be proved compos mentis, came 
down ſeemingly on a viſit with two attendants : and, 
on the eve of ho feſtival of St. Goo x, the armour 
being carried into the chapel, Sir Lavnceior 
(Lord have mercy upon us!) remained all night in 
that diſmal place alone and without light, though 
it was ganfidently reported, all over the country, 
that the place was haunted by the ſpirit of his great 
eat uncle; who, being lunatic, had cut his throat 
*from ear to ear, and was found dead on the com- 
munion table.” „„ 
It was obſerved, that while Mr. CLARKE rehear- 
ſied this circumſtance, his eyes began to ſtare, and 
dis teeth to chatter; while Dol iv, whoſe looks 
' were fixed invariably on this narrator, growing pale, 
and hitching her joint ſtool nearer the chimney, ex- 
claimed in a frighten'd tone, Moother, moother, | 
in the neame of God, look to un ! how a quakes ! 
as I'm a precious ſaowl, a looks as if a ſaw ſoine- | 
thing.” Ton forced a ſmile, and thus proceeded: 
While Sir LaunceLorT tarried within the cha- 
pel, with the doors all locked, the e | 
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ſtalked round and round it on the outſide, with his 
ſword drawn, to the terror of divers perſons who 
were preſent at the ceremony. As ſoon as day broke 

he opened one of the doors, and, going in to Sir 
LaUNCELOT, read a book for ſome time, which we 
did fu to be the conſtitutions of knight-erran- 
try: then we heard a loud flap which echoed through 
the whole chapel, and the r pronounce with 
an audible and ſolemn voice, In the name of God, 
St. MicHaeL, and St. Georce, I dub thee knight 


Ee faithful; bold, and fortunate.” You cannot 


imagine, . What an effect this ſtr cere- ' 
money upon the people who were ed. 


when Sir LauxceLoT came forth tely armed, 

took to their heels in a body, and fled with the ut- 
moſt precipitation.” I myſelf was overturned in the 
crowd; and this was the caſe with that very indivi- 
dual perſon who now ſerves him as a He 
was fo frightened that he could nat rife, but lay 
roaring in ſuch a manner, chat the knight came 2 


and gave him a thwack with his launce acroſs 
ſhoulders, which rouſed him with a vengeance. For 
my own part, I. freely own I was not altogether un- 
moved at ſeeing ſuch a figure come ſtalking out of a 
church in the grey of the morning ; for it recalled to. 
my remembrance the idea of the ghoſt in Hamizr;. 
which I had ſeen ated in D ne, when I made 
my firſt trip to Londen ; and I had not yet got rid of 
the impreſhon. W 
« Sir LaUxcTLor, attended by the other knight, 
roceeded to the ſtable ; from whence, with his own 
| hands, he drew forth one of his beſt horſes, a fine 
mettleſome forrel, who bad got blood in him, orna- 
mented with rich trappings. In a trice the two 
knights, and the other two. ſtrangers, who now ap- 
peared to be trumpeters, were mounted. Sir La un- 
.CELOT'S armour was lacquered black; and. on his 
ſhield was repreſented. the moon in her ficſt quarter, 
with the motto impleat orbem. The trumpets having 
ſounded a charge, the ſtranger pronounced 2 
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loud voice, God preſerve this gallant knight in 
all his honourable atchievements; and may he long 
continue to preſs the ſides of his now adopted ſteed, 
which I denominate Brongomarte, hoping that He 
will rival in ſwiftneſs and fpirit Baya+do; Brigliallora, 
or any other ſteed of paſt or prefent chivalry l After 
another flouriſh of the trumpets, all four clapped 
ſpurs to their horſes, Sir LA UH¼L Lor couching his 
launce, and galloped to and fro, as if they had been 
mad, to the tertor and aſtoniſument of all the ſpec- 
tators. What ſhould have induced our knight to 
chooſe this here man for his ſquire; it is not eaſy to 
determine; for, of all the ſervants about the Houſe, 
he was the leaft likely either to pleaſe his maſter, or 
engage in ſuch an —— His name is TIMO- 
Thy CRABSHAW, and he acted in the capacity of 
whipper- in to Sit EVERHAKD. He afterwards mar- 
ried the daughter of a poor cottager, by whom he 
has ſeyeral children, and was employed about the 
houſe as a ploughman and carter. To be ſure the 
fellow has a dry fort of humout about him: but he 
was univerſally hated among the ſervants for his 
abuſive tongue and perverſe diſpoſition, which often 
brought him into trouble; for though the fellow is 
as ſtrong as an elephant, he has no more courag 
naturally than a chicken—I fay naturally, becaulz, 
ſince his being a member of kmght-errantry, he has 
done ſome things that appear altogether incredible 
„„ get RN ICY 
« TimoTay kept fuch a bawling, after he had 
received the blow from Sir La uxcELOr, that every 
body on the field thought ſome of his bones were 
broken; and his wife with five bantlings, came 
ſniveling to the knight, who ordered her to ſend the 
huſband directly to his houſe. © TIN accordingly | 
went thither, groaning piteouſly all the way, creep- 
ing along with his body bent ike a Greenland canoe. 
As ſoon as he entered the court, the outward door 
Was ſhut; and Sit LA UN cETLOr coming down ftairs 
with a horſewhip in his hand, aſked what was the 
matter with him that he complained fo — 
LI 2, | | 0 
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To this queſtion he replied, that it was as common | 
as duck-weed in his country, for a man to complain n 
when his bones were broke. What ſhould age | 
broke your bones? ai dheckoight's I cannot 
_ gueſs, (anſwered the other) unleſs it was that deli- 
cate ſwiteh that your honour in your mad pranks 
handled ſo dextetouſly upon my carcaſe.” Sit Laun- 
cENLor then told him there was nothing ſo good fora 
bruiſe as a ſweat, and he had the — in his hand. 
Iiuorkx eying the horſewhip aſkance, obſerved 
that there was, another ſtill more ſpeedy ; to wit, 4 
moderate pill of lead, with a ſufhctent doſe of gun- 
oder. No raſcal, (cried the knight) that muſt 
reſerved for your betters.” So ſaying he employ- 
ed the inſtrument ſo effectually, that CA SHA 
ſoon forgot his fractured ribs, and capered about 
with great agility. When he had been diſciplined 
in this manner to ſome purpoſe, the knight told him 
he might retire; but ordered him to return next 
morning, when he ſhould have-a- repetition of the 
medicine, provided he did not find himſelf eapable 
of walking in an erect poſture. The gate was no 
ſooner thrown open, than Tinu oTay ran home with 
all the ſpeed of a greyhound, and corrected his wife, 
by ure advice he had, pretended to be ſo griev- 
ouſly damaged in his perſon. No body dreamed 
that he would next day preſent himſelf at Greawveſba- 
ry-hall, nevertheleſs, he was there very early in the 
morning, and even cloſetted a whole hour with Sir 
LavnctiLort. He came out making wry faces, and 
ſeveral times ſlapped himſelf on the forehead, cry- 
ing, Bodikins! thof he be creazy, I ant, that I 
ant! When he was aſked what was the matter, he 
ſaid he believed the devil had got into him, and he 
ſhould never be his own man again. That ſame 
the knight carried him to Aſbenton, where he beſpoke 
thoſe accoutrements which he now wears ; and while 
theſe were making, it was thought the poor fellow 
would have run diſtracted. He did nothing but 
growl, and curſe and ſwear to himſelf, run back- 
wards and forwards between bis own hutt and 
A f Fereaveſbury- 
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Orenwveſpury- ball, and quarrel with the horſes in the 
- ſtable. At length his wife and family were removed 


into a ſnug farm houſe that ned to be empty. 
and care taken that they tho 5 


maintain]. me the knight 
precautions being n, ight, one 
Bronzomarte, and 


„ Theſe 
morning at day-break, v4 , 
'CrxanSHaw as his fquire aſcended the back of « 
. clumſy cart horſe, called Gilbert. This again was 

looked upon as an inſtance of infanity in the ſaid 
 .CnaBSHaw ; for of all the horſes in the ſtable, Gil 
Bert was the moſt ſtubbora and vicious, and had 
often like to have done a miſchief to Ttuornhv, 
while he drove the cart and plough. When he was 
out of humour he would kick and plunge as if the 
devil was in him. He once thruſt Crapsnaw into 
the middle of a quickfet-hedge, where he was terri- 
bly torn; another time he canted him over his head 
into a 22 where he ſtuck with his heels up, 
and muſt have periſhed if people had not been paſ- 
fing that way; a third time he ſeized him in the ſta- 
ble with bis teeth by the rim of the belly, and ſwung 
him off the ground, to the great danger of his life; 
and I'll be hanged if it was not owing to Gilbert 
that CrRanpsnaw was now thrown into the river. 
Thus. mounted and accoutred, the AT, 6 and his. 
2 ſet out on their firſt excurſion. ey turned 
from the common highway, and travelled all that 
day without meeting any thing worth recounting : 
but in the morning of the ſecond day, they were 
favoured with an adventure. The hunt was upon a 
common, throngh which they travelled, the 
hounds were in full cry after a fox, when Caxan- 
SHAW, prompted by his own miſchievcus diſpoſi- 
tion, and neglecting the order of his maſter, who 


called aloud, to him to deſiſt, rode up to the hounds, 
and croſſed them at full gallop. The huntſman, 
who was not far off, made: towards the ſquire, be- 
ſtowed upon his head ſuch a memento with his pole, 
as made the landſchape dance before his eyes; and. 
_ in. @ twinkling he was ſurrounded by all the fox- 


Sir LAUNCELOT/ GREAVES, 65 


hunters, who plied their wizips about his ears with 
infinite agility. Sir Launczror advancing at an 
eaſy pace, inſtead of aſſiſting the diſaſtrous ſquize, 
exhorted his adverſaries/to-puniſh him ſeverely for 
his inſolence, and they were not flow in obeying this 
injunction- CrxaBSHAw, finding himſelf in this 
difagreeable ſituation, and that there was no ſuccour 
to be expected from his maſter, on whoſe proweſs he 
had depended, grew deſperate ; and clubbing his 
whip, laid about him with great fury, wheeling 
about Gilbert, who was not idle, for he, having 
received ſome of the favours intended for his rider, 
bit with, his teeth, and kicked with his heels ; 
and at laſt made his way through the ring that en- 
circled him, though not before he had broke the 
huntſman's leg, lamed one of the beſt horſes on the 
field, and killed half a ſeore of the hounds. © Cxap-- 
SHAW, ſeeing himfelf clear of the fray, did not tar- 
ry to take leave of his maſter, but made the moſt of 
his way to Greaveſbury-hall, where he appeared with 
hardly any veſtage of the human countenance; fo 
much had he been defaced in this adventure. He 
did not fail to raiſe a great clamour againſt Sir 
'LauncEeLot, whom he curſed as a coward in plain 
terms, ſwearing he would never ſerve him another 
day: but whether he altered his mind on cooler re- 
fleQion, or was leQured by his wite, who well un- 
derſtood her own intereſt, he roſe with the cock, 
and went again in queſt of Sir LauwncsLoT, whom 
he found on the eve of a very hazardous enterprize. 
In the midſt of a lane the knight happened to meet 
with a party of about forty recruits, commmanded b 
a ſerjeant, a corporal, and a drummer, which 1z 
had his drum flung at his back; but ſeeing ſuch a 
range figure mounted on a high ſpirited horſe, he 
| was feized with an inclination to divert his compa- 


ny. With this view he braced his drum, and hang- _ 


ing it in its r - poſition, began to beat a 
of war, j under the very noſe of ' Branzo- 
marte, while the - corporal exclaimed, «+ Damn my 
eyes who have we got here? old King . 

1 | - 4 a ; om 


int 


— 
„ 


drummer better manners. 


the reſpect 
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from the horſe armoury in the tower; or the fellow 


that rides armed at my lord mayor's ſhew.” The 
kuight's ſterd ſeemed at leaſt as well pleaſed with _ 


the ſound of the drum as were the recruits that fol- 
lowed it; and ſignified his ſatisfaction in ſome. cur- 
vettings and caprioles, which did not at all difcom- 
poſe the rider, who addteſſing himſelf io the ſer- 
jeant. Friend, ſaid he, you ought to teach your 
| I would chaſtiſe the fel- 

low on the ſpot for his inſolence, were it not out of 
| 5 to his majeſtys ſervice.” “Re- 
ſpect mine a—! (cried this ferocious commander) 
what d'ye think to frighten us with your peter 
piſſpot on your ſcull, and your laquer'd potlid on 
our arm? get out of the way and be damned, or 


Tu raiſe with my halbert ſuch a clutter upon your 


target, that you'll remember it the longeſt day you 
have to live.” At that inftant, CRABSEH AW arriving 


upon Gilbert, © So, raſcal, ſaid Sir LaunceLoT; 


you are returned. Go and beat in that ſcoundrel's 
drum- head... . 

«« The ſquire, who ſaw no weapons of offence 
about the drummer but a ſword, which he hoped 


the owner durſt not draw; and being reſolved to ex- 


ert himſelf in making atonement for his deſertion, 
advanced to execute his maſter's orders: but Gil- 
bert, who liked not the noiſe, refuſed to proceed 
in the ordinary way. Then the ſquire turning his 
tail to the drummer, he advanced in @ retrogade 
motion, and with one-kick of his heels, not only 
broke the drum into a thouſand pieces, but laid the 
drummer in the mire, with ſuch a blow upon his 
hip-bone, that he halted all the days of his life. The 
Tecruits, perceiving the diſcomfiture of their leader, 
armed themſelves with ſtones ; the ſerjeant raiſed his 
halbert in a poſture of defence, and immediately a 
ſevere action enſued. By this time, CRABSHAW¶ had 
drawn his ſword, and begun to lay about him like a 
devil incarnate; but, in a little time he was ſaluted 
by a volley of ſtones, one of which knocked out two 
of his grinders, and brought him to the earth, * 
; Eg ne 
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he had like to have found no quarter; for the whole 
company erowded about him, with their cudgels 
brandiſhed 3 and per he owed his preſervation to 
their preſſing ſo hard that they hindered one another 
from uſing their weapons. Sit La UncETor, ſeeing 
with indignation the unworthy treatment his ſquire 
had received, and ſcorning to ſtain his launce with _ 
the blood of plebeians, inflead of couching it in the 
reſt, ſeized it by the middle, and fetching one blow 
at tha ſerjeant, broke in twain the halbert which he 
had raiſed as a quarter-ſtaff for his defence. The 
ſecond ſtroke encountered his pate, which: being the 
hardeſt part about him ſuſtained the ſhock without 
damage; but the third lighting on bis .ribs, he ho- _ 
noured the giver with immediate. proſtration. The 
general being thus overthrown, Sir LAuxeEZOoT ad- 
vanced to the relief of Cxansnaw, and handled his 
weapon ſo effectually, that the whole body of the 
enemy were diſabled or routed, before. one cudgel 
had touched the carcaſe of the fallen ſquire. As for 
the corporal, inftead of ſtanding by his commanding 
officer, he had overleaped the and run to the 
conſtable of an adjoining village tor aſſiſtance. Ac- 
cordingly, before CaAZsHAW could be properly re- 
mounted, the peace-officer arrived with his pofle ; 
and by the corporal was charged with Sir Exvnce- 
LoT and his ſquire, as two highway-men. The 
conſtable, aſtoniſhed at the martial figure of the 
knight, and intimidated at fight of the havock he 
had made, contented himſelf with ſtanding at a diſt- 
ance, diſplaying the badge of his office, and re- 
minding the knight that he repreſented his majeſty's 
perſon. Sir LaunczLoT, ſeeing the poor man in 
great agitation, aſſured him that his deſign was to 
enforce, not violate the laws of his country; and 
that he and his ſquire would attend him to the next 
juſtice of the peace; but in the mean time, he, in his 
turn, charged the peace-officer with the ſetjeant and 
the drummer, who had begun the fray. The juſtice 
had been a pettifogger, and was a ſyrophant to a 
nobleman in che neighbourtiood, Who had a poſt at 
We bio, | court 
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favour of Sir LAUNczLOr, duri 
examination, b which i 
-2 gentleman of faſhion 


mer mounted on hor 


: LavnceLot's liberality ; and his 
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court. He therefore thought he-ſhould oblige his 


patron, by ſhewing his reſpe@ for the military ; and 


treated our knight with the moſt booriſh inſolence; 
but refuſed to admit him into his: houſe, until he 

had ſurrendered all his weapons of offence to the 
_, conſtable. Sir La unczror and his ſquire being 
found the aggreſſors, the juſtice inſiſted up — 
king out their mittimus, if they did not bail 
immediately; and could hardly be prevailed upon to 


agree that they ſhould remain at the houſe of the 


| k conſtable, who being a publican, undertook to keep 
them in ſafe cuſtody, until the knight could write to 
his ſteward. Mean while he was bound over to the 


peace; and the ſerjeant with his drummer were told 


they had a good action againſt him for aſſault and 


battery, either by information ot indictment. 
were not, however, ſo fond of the law = juſtice 


- ſeemed to be. Their ſentiments had taken a turn in 


the courſe of his 
t appeared that he was really 
fortune; and they reſol- 
ved to compromiſe the affair without the interven- 


tion of his worſhip. Accordingly the ſerjeant re- 


paired to the conſtable's houſe, where the knight 


was lodged; and humbled himſelf before his honour, 


proteſting with many oaths, that if he had known 
is quality he would have beaten the drummer's 


| brains about his ears, for preſuming to give his ho- 


nour or his horſe the leaſt diſturbance ; thof the fellow, 
he believed, was ſufficiently puniſhed in being a 
cripple for life. Sir LaunceLoT admitted of his 
apo ogies ; and taking compaſſion on the fellow who 
had ſuffered ſo ſeverely for his folly, reſolved io 
provide for his maintainance. Upon the repreſenta- 
tion of the parties to the juſtice, the warrant was 
next day diſcharged; and the knight returned to his 
own houſe, attended by the ſerjeant and the drum- 
back, the-recreita beipg lef 

to the corporal's charge. 
The halberdeer found the good 


fe of 8. 
companion bein 
cendere 
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rendered unfit for his majeſty's ſervice by the heels 
of Gilbert, is now entertained at Greaveſbury-ball, 
where he will probably remain for life. As for 
CaAssuUAw, his maſter gave him to underſtand, 
that if he did not think him pretty well chaſtiſed for 
his preſumption and flight by the diſcipline he had 
undergone in the laſt two adventures, he would turn 
him out of his ſervice with diſgrace. TiMoTay 
Aid be believed it would be the greateſt favour he 
he could do him'to turn him out of a ſervice in which 
he knew he ſhould be rib-roaſted every day, and 
murdered at laſt. In this ſituation were things at 
Greaveſbury-ball about a month N when I croſſed 
the country to Ferry-brid; N here I met my uncle: 
probably, this is the firſt incident of wel ſecond 
excurſion ; for the diſtance between this here houſe 
and Sir LaunceLor' s eſtate, does not 1 . 
ſcore or ninety en n 


CHAP. VI. 


In which the reader will perceive that in — caſes 
madneſs is catching. FE: 


K anne having made an end of bis narra- 
tive, the ſur thanked him for the enter- 
tainment he had received; and Mr. FE RN r ſhru 
ed up his ſhoulders in ſilent diſapprobation. 
Captain Cao, who uſed at fuch pauſes to pour 
in a broadfide of diſmembered remarks, linked to- 
ther like chain-ſhot, he ſpoke not a ſyllable for 
me time; but, lighting a freſh pipe at the candle, 
to roll ſuch voluminous clouds of ſmoke as in 
an inſtant filled the whole apartment, and rendered 
himſelf inviſible to the whole company. Though 
he thus ſhrouded himſelf from their view, he did 
not long remain concealed from their hearing. They 
firſt heard a ftrange diſſonant cackle, which the 


doctor n to be a 3 and this was a 
| 7 
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by an eager exclamation of rare paſtime, ſtrike 
my yards and top-maſts! I've a good mind— why 
ſhouldnt many a looſing voyage I've—ſmite my 
taffrel but I wool“— By this time he had relaxed 
ſo much in his fumigation, that the tip of his noſe 
and one eye re- appeared; and as he had drawn his 
wig forwards ſo as to cover his whole forehead, the 
figure that now ſaluted their eyes was much more 
ferocious and terrible than the fire- breathing chi- 
mzra of the ancients. Notwithſtanding this dread- 
ful appearance there was no indignation ia his 
heart; but, on the contrary, an agreeable curioſity 
which he was determined to gratify. Addreflin 
himſelf to Mr. FiLLET, © Prithee, doRar (ſaid h 
can'ſt tell, whether a man without being rated 4 
lord or a baron, or a what d'ye call um, d'ye ſee, 
mayn' t take to the high-way in the way of a frolick, 
mo ſee ?—adad ! for my own part, brother, Pm re- 
folved as how to cruize a bit in the way of an arrant 
—if ſo be as I can't at once be commander, may hap 
I may be bore upon the books as a petty officer or 
the like, d'ye fee.” “ „„ 

„Now, the Lord forbid! (eried CLARKE with 
tears in his eyes) I'd rather ſee you dead than brought 
to ſuch a dilemma.“ May hap thou would'ſt (an- 
ſwered the uncle); for then, my lad, there would be 
ſome picking aha! do'ſt thou tip me the traveller, 

my boy, ——” Tom aſſured him he ſcorned any ſuch 
mercenary views. Dam only concerned (ſaid he) 
that you ſhould take any ſtep that might tend to the 
diſgrace of yourſelf or your family; and I ſay again 
I had rather die than live to ſee you reckoned any 
otherwiſe than eompos— Die and be damned ! 
you ſhambling, half- timber d ſon of a—— (cried 
the choleric CRowE) do'ſt talk to me of keeping 
reckoning and compaſs !— I could keep a reckoning, 
and box my compaſs, long enough before thy. keel. 
ſtone was laid—Sam Crowe is not come here to aſk 
thy counſel how to ſteer his courſe—” Lord, fir, 
| (reſumed the nephew) eonfider what people will ſay 
ity ——all the world will think you mad * thy 
1 | | eart 
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heart at eaſe, Tou, (cried the ſeaman) Pl have a 
trip to and again in this here channel. Mad! what 
then? I think for my part one half of the nation is 
mad - and the other not very ſound -i don't ſee why 
I ba'n't as good a right to be mad as another man 
but, doctor, as I was ſaying, Pd'be bound to you, if 
you would direct me where I can buy that ſame tackle 
that an arrant muſt wear. As for the matter of the 
long-pole headed with iron, I'd never deſire a better 
than a good boat-hook ; and I could make a ſpecial 
good target of that there in ſconce that holds the 
candle—may hap any blackſmith will hammer me a 
ſcul-cap, &ye ſee, out of an old braſs-kettle : and 
I can call my horſe by the name of my ſhip, which 
was Mufti.” | ann 
The ſurgeon was one of thoſe wags who can laugh 
inwardly without exhibiting the leaſt outward mark 
of mirth or ſatis faction. He at once perceived the 
amuſement which might be drawn from this ftr 
© diſpoſition of the ſailor, together with the moſt like- 
7 means which could be uſed to divert him from 
uch an extravagant purſuit. He therefore tip 
CLaxxe the wink with one fide of his face, while 
the 'other was yery gravely turned to the captain, 
whom he addreſſed to this effect: It is not far 
from hence to Sheffield; where you might be fitted 
compleatly in half- a- day then you muſt wake your 
armour in church or chapel, and be dubbed: As for 
this laſt ceremony, it may be performed by any per- 
ſon whatſoever. Don QuixoTe was dubbed by his 
landlord ; and there are many inſtances on record, of 
ertants obliging and 2 — the next perſon 
they met to ctoſs their ſhoulders, and dub them 
knights. I myſelf would undertake to be your god- 
father; and I have intereſt enough to procure the 
keys of the pariſh church that ſtands hard by; be- 
ſides, this is the eve of St. MaxTin, who was him- 
ſelf a knight-errant, and therefore a proper, patron 
to a noviciate. I with we could borrow Sir Lavn- 
CELOT'S armour for the occaſion. - 


[ 
& 


CROW 
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4 Cxaow, being ſtruck with this hint, ſtarted up, 


and laying his fingers on his lips to enjoin ſence, 
i ſoftly on his tiptoes, — liſten at the door 


of our knight's apartment, and judge whether or not 
he was aſleep. Mr. FiLLeT took this opportunity 
to tell his nephew, that it would be in vain for him 
to combat this humour with reaſon and argument : 


but the moſt effeQual way of diverting him from the 
| — of knight-errantry would be to frighten him ; 


eartily while he ſhould be keeping his vigil in the 


church. Towards the accompliſhment of which 
purpoſe he craved the aſſiſtance of the miſanthrope 


as well as the nephew. CLARKE ſeemed to reliſh 
the ſcheme ; obſerved that his uncle, though 


endued with courage enough to face any human 


danger, had at bottom a ſtrong fund of ſuperſtition, 
which he ſeemed to have acquired, or at leaſt im- 
proved, in the courſe of a ſea life. FzxxeT, who 


perhaps would not have gone ten paces out of his 


road to fave Cxowe from the gall ws, nevertheleſs, 
engaged as an auxiliary, meerly in hope of ſeeing a 
fellow creature miſerable ; and even undertook to be 


the principal agent inthis adventure. For this of- 


fice, indeed, he was better qualified than they could 
have imagined : in the bundle which he kept under 
his great coat, there was, 3 with divers noſ- 
trums, a ſmall vial of liquid phoſphorus, ſufficient, 
as he had already obſerved, to frighten a whole' 
neighbourhood out of their ſenſes. In order to con- 
cert the previous meaſures, without being overheard, 
theſe confederates retired with a candle and lanthorn 
into the ſtable; and their backs were ſcarce turned, 
when Captain CRow E came in loaded with pieces of 
the knight's armour, which he had conveyed from 
the apartment of Sir LaunceLoT, whom he had 


left fait aſleep. 


Underſtanding that the reſt of the company were 
gone out for a moment, he could not refit the ineli- 


dation he felt of communicating his intention to the 


landiady, who, with her daughter, had been too muck 
engaged in preparing CxaBsSHaw's ſupper, to moe 
F Eq the 
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te purport of their converſation. The good wo- 
man being informed of the captain's deſign to re- 
main alone all night in the church, began to oppoſe 
it with all her rhetorick. She ſaid it was ſetting his 
maker at defiance, and a wilful running into temp- 
tation. She aſſured him all the country knew that 
the church was haunted with ſpirits and hobgoblins: 
that lights had been ſeen in every corner of it and 
a tall woman in white had one night appeared upon 
the top of the tower: that dreadful ſhrieks were of- 
ten heard to come from the ſouth aile, where a mur- 
dered man had been buried: that ſhe herſelf had 
ſeen the croſs on the top of the ſteeple all a- fire; and 
one evening as ſhe paſſed a horſe-back cloſe by the 
ſtile at the entrance into the church-yard, the horſe 
ſtood ſtill ſweating and trembling, and had not pow- 
er to proceed until ſhe had repeated the Lord's Prog . 
er. 34, 4 | 
Theſe remarks made a ſtrong impreſſion on the 
imagination of Crowe, who aſked in ſome confuſion, 
if ſhe had got that ſame prayer in-print. She made 
no anſwer; but reaching the prayer-book from a 
ſhelf, and turning up the leaf, put it into his hand: 
then the captain having adjuſted his ſpectacles, be- 
gan to read or rather ſpell aloud with equal eager- 
neſs and ſolemnity. He had refreſhed his memory 
ſo well as to remember the whole; when the doctor, 
returning with his companions, gave him to under- 
ſtand that he had procured the key of the chancel, 
where he might watch his armour as well as in the 
body of the church ; and that he was ready to con- 
duct him to the ſpot. Cow E was not now quite fo 
forward as he had appeared before to atchieve this 
adventure. He begun to ftart objections with reſpect 
to the borrowed amour . he wanted to ſtipulate the 

comforts of a can of flip, and a candle's end, durin 
his vigil ; and hinted ſomething of the 2 he 

might fu:tain from your malicious imps of darkneſs. 
The doctor told him the conſtitutions of chivalry 
abſolutely required that he ſhould be left in the dark 
alone and faſliag, to ſpend the night in pious me- 
BK ditatioas ; 
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;ditations.; but that if he had any fears which diſturb- 
ed his conſcience,. he had much better deſiſt, and 
give up all thoughts of knight-errantry, which could 
not conſiſt with the leaſt ſhadow. of apprehenſion. 
The captain, . ſtung by this remark, replied not a 
word; but gathering up the armour into a bundle, 
threw- it on his back, and ſet out for the place of 
probation, preceded by CLARK ER with the Ianthorn. 
When they arrived at the church, FiuLeT, who had 

;procured the key from the ſexton who was his pa- 

tient, opened the door, and conducted our navice 
into the middle of the chancel, where the armour 
was depoſited. Then bidding Crows draw his 
hanger, committed him to the protection of heaven, 
aſſuring him he would come back, and find him ei- 
ther dead or alive by day break, and perform the 


remaining part of the ceremony. 80 ſaying, he ane 


the other aſſociates ſhook him by the hand and took 

their leave, after the ſurgeon had tilted up the lan- 
.thorn in order to take a view of his viſage, which 
was pale and haggar ala. 

Before the door was locked upon him, he called 
aloud, ** Hilloa! doctor, hip another word, dye 
ſee— They forthwith returned to know what 
he wanted, and found him already in a ſweat. 
« Hark ye, brother (ſaid he wiping his face) I do 
ſuppoſe as how one may paſs away the time in whiſt- 
ling black-joke, or ſinging black-ey'd Susan, or 
ſome ſuch-forrowtulditty.” By no means, (cried the 
doctor) ſuch paſtimes are neither ſuitable to the 
place, nor the occaſion, which is altogether a reli- 
gious exerciſe. If you have got any pſalms by heart, 
you may ſing a ſtave or two, or repeat the doxology.” 
„Would I had Tom Lavexick here, (replied our 
noviciate) he would ſing you an;hems like a ſea- 
mew—2 had been a clerk aſhore, —many's the time 
and often I've given him a. rope's end for ſingin 
pſalms in the larboard watch—would I had hired the 
1on of a bitch to have taught me a caſt of his office 
but it can't be holp brother—if we can't go large, 
we muſt haul upon a wind, as the faying is—if we 


can't 
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can't we muſt pray.” The company again 
left ang his devotion, and returned to the pub- 
lic houſe; in, order to execute the eſſential part of 
their projet. | | 


„ 4 


nm.. 


— 


An 


Fg 


| Innwbich the knight reſumes his importance. 


OC TOR FiLLerT having borrowed a couple 
| D of ſheets from the landlady, dreſſed the miſan- 
thrope and Tow CLarke in ghoſtly apparel, which 
was reinforced by a few drops of liquid phoſphorus, 
from FERRRET's phial, rubbed on the K 
the two adventurers. Thus equipped they returned 
to the church with their conductor, who entered 
with them ſoftly at an aile which was oppoſite to a 
place where the novice kept watch. They ſtole un- 
perceived through the body of the church; and 
though it was ſo dark that they could not diſtinguiſn 
the captain with the eye, they heard the ſound of 
his ſteps, as he walked backwards and forwards on 
the pavement with uncommon expedition, and an 
ejaculation now and then eſcape in a murmur from 
his lips. 55 | 

The triumvirate having taken their ſation, with 
a large pew-in their froat, the two ghoſts uncovered 
their heads, which by the help of the phoſphorus, 
exhibited a pale and lambent flame extremely diſmal 
and ghaſtly to the view; then FERRET in a ſqueak- 
ing tone exclaimed, * SAMUEL Crowe! SAMUEL 
Crowe!” The captain hearing himſelf accoſted in 
this manner, at ſuch a time, and in ſuch a place, 
replied, Hilloah ; and turning his eyes towards 
the quarter whence the voice feemed to proceed, 
| beheld the terrible apparition. This no ſooner fa- 
luted his view than his hair briſtled up, his knees 
began to knock, and his teeth to chatter, while he 
cried aloud, © In the name of God, where are you 
bound, ho ?” To this hail the miſanthrope an- 
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fwered, © We are the ſpirits of thy grandmother 
Jar and thy aunt BRIDG ET.“ 1 | 
At mention of theſe names, CRowe's terrors be- 
gan to give way to his reſentment, and he pronoun- 
ced in a quick tone of Turprize, mixed with indig- 
nation, What d'ye want ? what d'ye want? what 
d'ye want, ho?“ The ſpirit replied, We are ſent 
to warn thee of thy fate.“ From whence, ho?“ 
cried the captain, whoſe choler had by this time 
well nigh triumphed over his fear. From heaven,” 
ſaid the voice © Ye lie, ye b— of hell! (did 
our novice exclaim) ye are damned for heaving me 
out of my right, five fathom and a half by the lead, 
in burning brimſtone. Don't I ſee the blue flames 
= come out of your hawſe-holes—mayhap you may 
'8 be the devil himſelf for what I know but, I 
4 truſt in the Lord, d' ye ſee -I never diſrated a kinſ- 


LY 


man, d'ye ſee ; ſo don't come along fide of me—put 
about on t'other tack, d'ye ſee, —you need not clap 


1 hard a weather, for you'll ſoon get to hell again 
= with a flowing fail” 2 Rho 
8 So ſaying, he had recourſe to his. Pater-nofter, 


1 but perceiving the apparitions approach, he thun- 
* dered out, Avaſt,—avaſt—ſheer off, ye babes of 
hell, or I'll be foul of your forelights.” He accord- 
ingly ſprung forwards with his hanger, and very 
probably would have ſet the ſpirits on their way to 
the other world, had not he fallen over a pew in the 
dark, and intangled himſelf ſo much among the 
benches, that he could not immediately recover his 
footing. The triumvirate took this opportunity to 
retire; and ſuch was the precipitation of FexxerT in 
his retreat, that he encountered a poſt, by which 
his right eye ſuſtained conſiderable damage; a cir- 
cumftance which induced him to inveigh bitterly 
againſt his own folly, as well as the impertinence of 
his companions who had inveigled him into ſuch a 
' troubleſome adventure. Neither he nor CLARKE 
could be prevailed upon to reviſit the novice. The 
doctor himſelf thought his diſeaſe was deſperate ; 
OE, | | and 
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and, mounting his horſe, returned to his own habi- 
tao ; 
Fr finding all the beds of the public houſe 
were occupied, compoſed himſelf to ſleep in a wind- 
for chair at the chimney-corner; and Mr. CLARKE, 
whoſe diſpoſition was extremely amorous, reſol ved 
to renew his practices on the heart of DoLLy. He 
had reconnoitred the apartments in which the bodies 
of the knight and his ſquire were depoſited, and 
diſcovered cloſe by the top of the ſtair-caſe a ſort of 
a cloſet or hovel juſt large enough to contain a truc- 
kle bed, which, from ſome other particulars, he ſup- 
poſed to be the bed-chamber of his beloved DoLL V, 
who had by this time retired to her repoſe. Full of 
this idea, and inſtigated by the dæmon of defire,. 
Mr. Fromas crept ſoftly up ſtairs; and lifting the 
latch of the cloſet-door, his heart began to palpitate 
with joyous expectation: but before he odukd breathe 
the gentle effuſions of his love, the ſuppoſed damſel: 
ſtarted up, and ſeizing him by the collar, with an 
 HercvuLean gripe, uttered in the voice of Cxas- 
SHAW, © It wan't for nothing that I dreamed of 
Newgate, ſirrah; but I'd have thee to know, an ar- 
rant ſquire is not to be robbed by fuch a peddling. 
thief as thee—here II how!'d thee vaſt, an the devil 
were in thy doublet, —help! murder! vire ! help!“ 
It was 1mpoſſible for Mr. CLARKE to diſengage: 
himſelf, and equally impracticable to ſpeak in his 
own vindication ; PA that here he ſtood trembling 
and halt throttled, until the whole houſe being 
alarmed, the landlady and her oftier ran up ſtairs 
with a candle. When the light rendered objects vi- 
able, an equal aſtoniſhment prevailed on all ſides; 
 CraBsnaw was confounded at fight of Mr. CLARK E, 
whoſe perſon he well knew; and releafing him” in- 
ſtantly from his graip, + Bodikins ! (cried he) I 
be ieve as how this hawſe is haunted—who thought 
to meet with Meaſter Laayer CLaxxE at midnight 
and ſo far from hoam.” The landlady could not 
comprehend the meaning of this rencounter ; nor 
could Tou conceive how CRABSH A had tranſport- 
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bimſalf bither from the rom below; in urhich he 


ſaw him quietly repoſed. Yet nothing was more 
eaſy than to explain this myſtery » the apartment be- 
low was the chamber which the hoſteſs and her 
daughter reſerved for their own convenience/; and 
this particular having been intimated to the ſquire 
while he was at ſupper, he had refigned the bed 
quietly, and been conducted hither in the abſence of 
the company. Tow recolleQting himſelf as well as 
he could, profeſſed himſelf of CRABSHAw“s opinion, 
that the houſe was haunted, declaring that he could 
not well account for his being there in the dark; 
and leaving thoſe that were aſſembled to diſcuſs this 
knotty point, retired down ſtairs in hopes of meeti 
with his charmer, whom accordingly he — 
in the kitchen juſt riſen, and wrapped in a looſe 
diſhabille. 

The noiſe of Cxapsnaw's cries had awakened 
and arouſed his maſter, who, rifing ſuddenly in the 
dark, ſnatched up his ſword that lay by his bed-ſide, 
and haſtened to the ſcene ef tumult, where all their 
mouths were opened at once to expiatu cke cauſe of 
the diſturbance, and make an apolcgy for breaking 
his honour's reſt. He ſaid nothing; but taking the 
.candle in his hand beckoned to his ſquire to Slow 
him into his apartment, reſolving to arm and take 
horſe . immediately, CrxaBSHaw underſtood his 
meaning ; and while ke ſhuffled on his cloaths, yawn- 
ing hideouſly all the While; wiſhed the lawyer at the 
devil for having viſited him ſo unſeaſonably; and 
even curſed himſelf for the noiſe he had made, in 
conſequence of which he foreſaw he ſhould now be 
obliged. to forfeit his night's reft, and travel in the 
dark, expoſed to the inclemencies of the weather. 
« Pox rot thee, Tou CLARKE, for a wicked laayer! 
(ſaid he to himſelf) had'ſt thou been hanged at Bar- 
tlemey-tide, | ſhould this night have flept in peace, 
that I ſhould—— ao I would there was a bliſter on 
this plaguy tongue of mine for making fuch a hallow- 
balloo ; that I do—five gallons of cold water has m 
poor belly been drenched with fince night fell; fo 
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as my reins and my liver are all one as if they were 
turned into ice, and my whole harſlet ſhakes and 
ſhivers like a vial of quickfilver. I have been drag- 
ged, half drowned like a rotten ewe, from the bot- 
tom of a river ; and who knows but I may be next 
dragged quite dead from the bottom of a coal-pit— 
if ſo be as I am, I ſhall go to hell to be ſure, for 
being confarned like in my own moorder ; that I 
will: fol will: fora plague on it, I had no buſineſs 
with the vagaries of this crazy-pated meaſter of 
mine, a pox on Rim, ſay I.) 1 
He had juſt finiſhed this ſoliloquy as he entered 
the apartment of his mafter, who defired to know ' 
what was become of his armour. TIiMOTRAHVY un- 
derſtanding that it had been left in the room when the 
knight undreſſed, began to ſcratch his head in great 
perplexity ; and at laſt declared it as his opinion that 
it muſt have been carried off by witchcraft. Then 
he related his adventure with Tom CLARKE, who 
he ſaid was conveyed to his bedſide he knew not | 
how; and coneluded, with aſſirming they were na- | 
better than Papiſhes, who did not believe in witch- f 
craft. Sir Launc®LoT could not help ſmiling at 
his ſimplicity ; but aſſuming a peremptory air, he 1 
commanded him to fetch the armour without delay, 1 
that he might afterwards ſaddle the horſes, in order 
to proſecute their journey. TiMoTayY - retired in 
great tribulation to the kitchen, where finding the 
miſanthrope, whom the noiſe had alſo diſturbed, 
and ſtill impreffed with the notion of his being a 4 
conjurer, he offered him a ſhilling if he would caſt a F 
figure, and let him know what was become of his 
maſter's armour. FER K | 
Fra, in hope of producing more miſchief, - 
informed him without heſitation, that one of the 
company conveyed it into the chancel of the church, 1 
where he would now find it depoſited z at the fame - 3 
time preſenting him with the key which Mr. FII. 
LET had left in his cuſtody. The ſquire, who was 
none of thoſe who ſet hobgoblins at defiance, being 
afraid to enter the church alone at theſe hours, bar- 
"R$." gained 
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gained with the oftler to accompany and light him 
with a lanthorn. Thus attended he advanced to the 
lace, where the armour lay ina heap, and loaded 
it upon the back of his attendant without moleſtation, 
do hace defng ſhouldered over the whole. In this 
equipage they were juſt going to retire, when the 
oftler hearing a noiſe at tome diftance, wheeled a- 
bout with ſuch veloſity, that one end of the ſpear 
faluting CRABSHAw“'s pate, the poor ſquire meaſured | 
his length on the ground; and cruſhing the lanthorn 
in his fall, the light was extinguiſhed. The other 
"terrified at theſe effects of his own ſudden motion, 
threw down his burthen, and would have betaken 
himſelf to flight, had not CRABSNHAW, laid faſt hold 
on his leg, that he himſelf might not be deſerted. 
The ſound of the pieces clattering on the pavement 
rouſed Captain Cxowe' from a trance or ſlumber in 
which he had lain fince the apparition vaniſhed ; and 
he hollowed, or rather bellowed, with vaſt vocitera- 
tion. TizoTay and his friend were ſo intimidated 
by this terrific ſtrain that they thought no mote of 
the armour, but ran home arm in arm, and appear- 
ed in the kitchen with all the ma: ks of horror and 

conſternation. „„ TW 8 5 
When Sir LavncsLor came forth wrapped in his 
cloak, and demanded his arms, CRABSHAW de- 
clared that the devil had them in poſſeſſion ; and this 
aſſertion was confirmed by the oſtler, who pretended 
to know the devil by his roar. FexxemT fat in his 
corner, maintaining the moſt mortifying filence, 
and enjoying the impatience of the knight, who in 
vain requeſted an. explanation of this myſtery. At 
length his eyes began te lighten, when ſeizing Cr a n- 
SHAW in one hand and the oftler in the other, he 
ſwore by heaven he would daſh their ſouls out, and 
raze the houſe to the foundation, if they did not 
inſtantly diſcloſe the particulars of this tranſaQtion. 
The good woman fell on her knees, proteſting in 
the name of the Lord that ſhe was innocent as the 
child unborn, thof ſhe had lent the captain a Prayer- 
Book to learn the Lord's Prayer, a lanthorn _ 
candle” 
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candle to light him to the church, and a couple of 

clean ſheets for the uſe of the other gentlemen. The 

knight was more and more puzzled by this declara-- 

tion; when Mr. CLARKE, coming into the kitchen, 

preſented himſelf with a low obeiſance to his old 
tron. | | 


Sir LaunCELoT's anger was — conver- 
9 


ted into ſurprize. He ſet at liberty the ſquire and 
the oſtler; and ſtretching out his hand to the lawyer, 
My good friend CLARKE, (ſaid he) how came 
you hither ? Can you ſolve this knotty point which: 
hath involved us all in ſuch: confuſion.” 

Ton forthwith began a very circumſtantial re- 
capitulation of what had happened to his uncle; in 


what manner he had been diſappointed of the eſtate; 
how he had accidentally ſeen his honour, been ena- 
moured of his character, and become ambitious of 
following his example. Then he related the parti-- 
culars of the plan which had been laid down to di- 
vert him from his deſign, and concluded with af-- 
furing the knight, that the captain was a very honeſt : 
man, though he ſeemed to be a little diſordered in 
his intellects. I believe it (replied Sir LA UNE 
Lor); madneſs and honeſty are not incompatible— - 


indeed I feel it by: experience“ | | 
Tou proceeded to aſk: pardon in his uncle's name, 


for his having: made ſo. free with the knight's ar-- 


mour ; and begged his honour, for the love of God, 
he would uſe his authority with Cxowe- that he 
might quit all thoughts of knight-errantry, for 
which he was by no means qualified; for being to- 


tally ignorant of the laws of the land, he would be 
continually committing treſpaſſes, and bring himſelf 
into trouble. He faid in caſe he ſhould prove te- 


fractory, he might be. apprehended by virtue of 4 


friendly wazrant, for having feloniouſly carried off 


the knight's.accoutrements. © Taking away another 
man's moveables, (ſaid he) and perſonal goods againſt . 


the will of the owner, is furtum and felony according 


to the ſtatute: different indeed from robbery, which: 
mplies putting in fear on the king's. highway, in: 
| D 5 alta- 


— — rt nr nu any —_—_ 
- 
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alta via regia violenter, & felonice captum & aſpor- 
tatum in magnum terrorem, fc. for if the robbery 
be laid in the indictment as done in quadum via pe- 
deſtri, in a foot-path, the offender will not be ouſted 
of his clergy. It muſt be in alta via regia ; and 
your honour will pleaſe to take notice, that robbe- 
ries committed on the river Thames, are adjudged 
* as done in alta via regia ; for the king's high- ſtream 
is all the ſame as the Fin 's high-way.” ao 
Sir LaunceLoT could nat help ſmiling at Tom's 
learned inveſtigation. He congratulated him on the 
progreſs he had made in the ſtudy of the law. He 
expreſſed his concern at the ſtrange turn the captain 
had taken ; and promiſed to uſe his influence in 
N him to. deſiſt from the prepoſterous de- 
gn he had formed. The lawyer thus aſſured, re- 
paired immediately to the church, accompanied by 
the ſquire, and held a parley with his uncle, who, 
when he underſtood that the knight in perſon deſired 
a conference, ſurrendered up the arms quietly, and 
returned to the publick-houſe. Sir LaunceLort 
received the honeſt ſeaman with his uſual complai- 
fancy, and percetving great diſcompoſure in his 
looks, faid, fe was ſorry to hear he had paſſed ſuch 
a difagreeable qight to ſo little purpoſe. Crowe 
baving recruited his ſpirits with a bumper of brandy, 
thanked him for his concern, and obſerved that he 
had paſſed many a hard night in his time ; but ſuch 
another as this, he would not be bound to weather 
for the command of the whole Britiſb navy. I 
have ſeen Davy Joxxs in the ſhape of a blue flame, 
d'ye ſee, hopping to and fro, on the ſpritſail yard 
arm; and I've ſeen your Jacks o'the Lanthorn, and 
. WixtLs o'the Wiſp, and many ſuch ſpirits both by 
ſea and land: but, to night Pye been boarded by 
all the devils and damn'd fouls in hell, ſqueaking 
and ſqualling, and glimmering and glaring. Bounce, 
went the door—crack, went the — came 
the tackle—white-ſheeted ghoſts dancing in one cor- 
ner by the glow-worm's light. black devils hob- 
bling in another Lord, have mercy * and 
| | was 
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I was hailed, Tom, I was by my grand-mother 
Janz, and my aunt BRIDGE, d'ye ſee——a couple 
of damn'd——-but they're roaſting ; that's one com- 
fort, my lad.“ | «A 

When he had thus diſburthened his conſcience, - 
Sir LaunceLorT introduced the ſubject of the new ' 
occupation at which he aſpired. I underſtand, » 
faid 2 that you are deſirous of treading the paths 
of errantry, which I aſſure you are thoxny and trou—- 
bleſome. Nevertheleſs, as your purpoſe is to exer- 
ciſe your humanity and b e your ambi- 
tion is commendable. But towards the practice of 
chivalry, there is ſomething more required than the 
virtues of courage and generofity. - A knight-errant - 
ought to underſtand the ſciences, to be maſter of 
ethics of morality, to be well verſed in theology a 
compleat caſuiſt, and minutely acquainted with the 
laws of his country: He ſhould not only be patient 
of cold, hunger, and fatigue, righteous; juſt, and 
valiant ; but alſo, chaſte, religious, temperate, po- 
lite and converfible ; and have all his paſſions under 
the rein, except love, whoſe empire he ſhould ſub- 
miſſively acknowledge. He ſaid, this was the p 
efſence of chivalry, and no man had ever made ſuch 

a profeſſion of arms, without having firſt | his 
affection upon ſome beauteous objeR, for whoſe - 
honour, and at whoſe command he would chearfully - 
encounter the moſt dreadful perils: * 

He took notice that nothing could be more irre- 
gular than the manner in which CRowe had attempt- 
ed to keep his vigil : for he had never ſerved his no- - 
yiciate—he had not prepared himſelf with abſtinence + 
and prayer—he had not provided a qualified godfa- 
ther for the ceremony of dubbing—he had no arxmour 
of his own to wake; but, on the very threſhold of 
chivalry, which is the perfection of juſtice, had un- 
juſtly purloin'd the arms of another knight: that 
this was a meer mockery of a religious inſtitution, and. 
therefore, unpleaſing in the fight of heaven; witneſs, 

the demons and * that were permitted to 
diſturb and torment him in his trial.“ 


| Cxows 


tian counſel 
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Crowe having liſtened to theſe remarks, with 
earneſt attention, replied, after ſome heſitation : «© T 
am bound to you, brother, for your kind and chriſ- 

—] doubt as how I've ſteered by a 
wrong chart, d'ye ſee—as for the matter of the ſci- 
ences, to be ſure, I know plain failing and merca- 
tor: and am an indifferent good ſeaman, thof I ſay 
it that ſhould not ſay it: but as to all the reſt, no: 
better than the viol block or the geer capſtan; Re- 
ligion I ha'n't much over-hauled; and we tars laugh: 
at your polite converſation, thof, may hap, we can 

chaunt a few ballads to keep the hands awake in the 

night watch; then for chaſtity, brother, I doubt 
. that's not to be expected in a aller juſt come a ſhore, 

after a long voyage ſure all thoſe poor hearts won't 
be damned for ſteering in the wake of nature. As 
for a ſweet-heart, BeT Mizen. of St. CaTHERINE'S 
would fit me to a hair—ſhe and I are od meſſmates; 
- and—what ſignifies talking, brother, ſhe knows al- 
ready the trim of my veſſel, d'ye ſee.” He con- 
cluded with ſaying, © he thought he wa'n't too old 
to learn; and if Sir LA UN cELO r would take him in. 
tow, as his tender, he would ſtand by him all wea- 
chers, and it ſhould. not coſt his conſort a farthing's 
expence.“ | Og 9 

The knight ſaid, he did not think himſelf; of con- 
ſequence enough.to have ſuch a pupil ; but ſhould 
always be ready to give him his beſt advice, as a 
ſpecimen of which he exhorted him to weigh all the 
circumſtances, and deliberate calmly and leifurely, 
before he actually engaged in ſuch a. boiſterous pro- 
feſſion, aſſuring him that if, at the end of three 
months, his reiolution ſhould continue, he would 
take upon hinifelf the office of his inſtructor. In 
the mean time, he gratified the hoſteſs for his lodg- 
ing, put on his armour, took leave of the company, 
and mounting Brenzomarte, proceeded ſoutherly, 
being attended by his ſquire CRaBSHAW, grumbling 
on the back of GiLBERT. 3 | 


. En 


Sir LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 85 


_ CHAP. VIE. | 
Which is within a: hair's breadth of proving highly: 
5 intereſting. | 


T EAVING Captain Crows and his nephew 
| for the preſent, though they, and even the mi-- 
ſanthrope, will re-appear in due ſeaſon, we are now 
obliged to attend the p* reſs of the knight, Who 
proceeded in a ſoutherly direction, inſenſible of the 
ſtorm that blew, as well as of the darkneſs, which 
was horrible. For ſome time CRABSHAW ejaculated. 
eurſes in ſilence ; till at length his anger gave way to- 
his fear, which waxed ſo ſtrong- upon him, that he 
could no longer reſiſt the defire of alleviating it, by 
entering into a converſation with his maſter. By 
way of introduction, he gave Gilbert the ſpur, di- 
recting him towards the flank of Bronzomarte, which: 
he encountered with ſuch a: ſhock that the knight 
was almoſt diſmounted. When Sir LaunceLort,. 
with ſome warmth, aſked” the reaſon of this at- 
tack, the: ſquire replied in theſe words: The: 
devil, (God bleſs us) mun be playing his pranks, 
with Gilbert too, as ſure as Pm a- living ſoul! 5 
I'ſe wage a teaſter, the foul fiend has leftthe ſeaman, . 
and got into G:lbert, that he has——when a has. 
ſſed through an aſs and a horſe, I'ſe marvel what 
beaſt a will get into next.” Probably inta a mule, 
(ſaid the knight ;) in that caſe you will be in ſome 
danger but I can, at any time, diſpoſſeſs you with 
a:horſewhip.”—© Aye, aye, (anſwered Ti or RV) 
your honour has a mortal good hand at giving a flap 
with a fox's tail, as the ſaying is tis a wonderment 
you did not try your hand. on that there wiſeacre that 
ſtole. your honour's harnefs, and wants to be an arrant 
with a-murrain to '*un—Lord help his fool's head! it 
becomes him as a ſow doth a cart-ſaddle:” * There 
is no guilt in infirmity (ſaid the knight ;) I puniſh 
the vicious only.” I would your honour would 
puniſh Gilbert then, (cried the ſquire) for 'tis — 
| {> 
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moſt vicious tuoad that ever I laid a leg over 
but as to that ſame ſeafaring-man, what may his di- 


ſtemper be?” „ Madneſs ;” (anſwered: Sir Laun-- 
CELOT.) © Bodikins, (exclaimed the fquire) I doubt 
as how other yolks are leame of the ſame leg but 
a'n't vor ſuch ſmall gentry as he to be mad: they 
mun leave that to their betters.” Tou ſeem to 
hint at me, Cxapsmaw : do you really think I am 


mad? © ] may ſay as how I have looked your ho- 


nour in the mouth; and a ſorry dog ſhould I be, if 
1 did not know your humours as well as I know e' er 
a beaft in the ſteable at Greaveſbury-hall.” Since 
you are ſo well acquainted with my madneſs, (faid - 
the knight) what opinion have you of yourſelf, who 
ha'n't ſerved © 
your honour for nothing, but I ſhall inherit ſome of 
your caſt vagaries when your honour is pleaſed to 
be mad, I ſhould be very ſorry to be found right in 
my ſenſes. TimoTay CAABSRAW. will never eat 
the bread of unthankfulneſs— It ſhall never be ſaid 
of him that he was wiſer than his maſter : as for the 
matter of following a madman, we may ſay your 
Honour's face is made of a fiddle; every one that. 
looks on you loves you.” This compliment the 


ſerve and follow a lunatic ?” „ hope 


knight returned by ſaying, © If my face is a fiddle, 


CxaBSnHaw, your tongue is a fiddle-ftick that plays 
upon it—yet your muſic is very diſagreeable ou 
don't keep time.“ Nor you neither, meaſter, 
' (cried Timortay) or we ſhouldn't be here wander- 


ing about under cloud of night, like ſheep-ſtealers, or 


- evil ſpirits with troubled conſciences.” 


Here the di courſe was interrupted by a ſudden 


diſaſter, in conſequence of which the ſquire uttered 


an inarticulate roar that ſtartled the knight himſelf, 
who was very little ſubject to the ſenſation of fear: 
but his ſurprize was changed into vexation when he 

erceived Gilbert without a rider paſſing by, and 
Ling his heels with great agility. He forthwith 
turned his ſteed, and, riding back a few paces, 
found CraBSHAW rifing from the ground. hen 
he aſked what was become of his horſe, he anſwered 


4 
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in a whimpering tone, Hole l would I could once- 
ſee him fairly carrion for the. hounds—for my part F' 
believe as how tis no horſe but a devil incarnate ; . 
and yet I've been worſe mounted, that I have I'd 
like to have rid a horſe that was foaled of an acorn.“ 
This accident happened in à hollow way, over-- 
ſhadowed with trees, one of which the ſtorm had 
blown down, fo that it lay over the road, and one of 
its boughs projecting horizentally, encountered the 
ſquire as he trotted along in the dark. Chancing to 
hitch under his long chin, he could not diſengage 
himſelf; but hung ſuſpended like a flitch-of bacon, - 
while Gilbert, puſhing forward, left him dangling, 
and, by his aukward gambols, ſeemed to be:pleaſed. 
with the joke. This capricious animal . was not: 
retaken without the perſonal endeavours of, the 
knight: for Cxan8n aw abſolutely refuſing. to budge. 
a foot from his honour's fide,” he was obliged to a- 
light, and faſten Brongomarte to a tree: then theyſet-. 
out together, and with ſome difficulty found G. 
bert with his neck ſtretched over a.fve barred gate, 
ſnuffing up the morning-air. The ſquire, however, 
was not remounted, without having firſt undergone. 
a ſevere reprehenſion from his mafter, who upbraid- 
ed him with his cowardice, threatened to chaſtiſe- 
him on the ſpot, and declared that he would divorce 
bis daſtardly ſoul from his body, ſhould he ever be: 
incommoded or affronted with. another inſtance of 
his baſe-born apprehenſion. Though there was ſome 
riſque in carrying on the altercation at this juncture, 
TimoTHyY. having bound up his jaws, could not 
withſtand the inclination he had to confute his maſter, 
He therefore, in a muttering accent, proteſted that 
if the knight would give him leave, he ſhould prove 
that his honour had tied a knot with his tongue 
which he could not untie with all his teeth. How, 
caitiff, (cried Sir LauncELoT) preſume to contend 
with me in argument!“ © Your mouth is ſcarce ſhut, 
(ſaid the other) ſince you declared that a man was 
not to be puniſhed for madneſs, becauſe it was a 
diſtemper ; now 1 will maintain that cowardice is 2 
N | diſtemper 
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diſtemper as well as madneſs ; for no body would be 
afraid if he could help it.“ „There is more logic 
in that remark (reſumed the knight) than I expected 
from your clod-pate, CxaBSHaw : but I muſt ex- 
plain the difference between cowardice and madneſs. 
Cowardice, tho' ſometimes the effect of natural im- 
| becility, is generally a prejudice of education, or 
bad habit contracted from miſinformation; or miſ- 
apprehenſion, and may certainly be cured hy expe-- 
rience, and the exerciſe of reaſon :- but this remedy 
cannot be applied in madneſs, which is a privation 
or diforder of reaſon itſelf.” © So is cowardice, as 
I'm: wliving-foul, (exclaimed the ſquire) don't you 
ſay a man is frightened out of his ſenſes ? for my 
peart, meaſter, | can neither ſee nor hear, much 
leſs argufy when I'm in ſuch a quandary : wherefore, 
I believe,. odds bodikins ! that cowardice and rnad- 
neſs are both diſtempers, and differ no more than 
the hot and cold fits of an ague. When it teakes 
2 honour, you're all heat and fire and fury, Lord 
leſs us! but when it catches poor Tim, he's cold 
and dead-hearted, he ſheakes and ſhivers like an: 
aſpen-leaf, that he does. © In that caſe, (anſwer- 
ed the knight) I ſhall not puniſh you for the diſtem- 
6 which you cannot help, but for engaging in a 
rvice expoſed to perils, when you knew your own. 
infirmity: in the ſame manner as a man deſerves pu- 
niſhment, who enliſts himſelf for a-ſoldier, while he 
labours under any ſecret diſeaſe.” At that rate 
| (aid the ſquire) my bread is: like to be rarely butter- 
ed o'both ſides, I faith: But, I hope, as by the 
b'efling of God, I have run mad, fo | ſhall in good 
time grow valiant, under your honour's-precept and 
example“ 5 „ 
By this time a very difagreeable night was ſuc- 
ceeded by a fair, bright morning, and a market-town 
appeared at the diſtance of three or four miles, when 
CrxapsHaw, having no longer the fear of hobgob- 
lins before his eyes, and being moreover cheared by 
the fight of a place where he hoped to meet with 
comfortable entertainment, began to talk big; to 
expatiate 
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expatiate on the folly of being afraid; and finally ſet 


all danger at defiance ; when all of a ſudden he was 


preſented with an opportunity of putting in practice 
thoſe new adopted maxims. In an opening between 
two lanes, they perceived a gentleman's coach ſtop- 
ped by two highwaymen on horſeback, one of whom 
advanced to reconnoitre and keep the coaſt clear, 
while the other exacted contribution from the travel- 


lers in the coach. He who acted as centinel, no 


ſooner ſaw our adventurer appearing from the lane, 


than he rode up with a piſtob in his hand, and order - 


ed him to halt on pain of immediate death. 

To this peremptory mandate the knight made no» 
other reply than charging him with ſuch impetuoſi- 
ty, that he was unhoried in a twinkling, and lay 


ſprawling on the ground, ſeemingly fore bruiſed 


with his fall. Sir Lxunce or commanding TI Ho- 
THY to alight and ſecute the priſoner, couched his 
launce, and rode full ſpeed at the other yp ee 
who was not &little diſturbed at fight of. ſuch an ap- 
parition. Nevertheleſs, he fired his piſtol without 
effect; and, clapping ſpurs to His horſe, fled' away 
at full gallop. The knight purſued him with all 
the faced that Bronzomarte could exert ; but the rob- 
ber being mounted on a ſwift hunter, kept him at a 

diſtance ; and, after a chace of ſeveral tes, eſcaped 
thro' a wood fo entangled with coppice, that Sir 
LavncELoT thought proper to deſiſt. He then, for 
the firſt time, recollected the ſituation. in which he 


had left the other thief, and e to have 
| 


heard a female ſhriek, as he paſſed by the coach- 
window, reſolved to return with all expedition, that 
he might make a proffer of his ſervice to the lady, 


according to the obligation of knight-errantry. But 


he had loft his way, and after an hour's ride, during 


which he traverſed many a field, and circ'ed divers 


hedges, he found himſelf in the-market-town afore- 
mentioned. Here the firſt object that: preſented itſelf 
to his eyes, was CRABSHAW, on foot, ſurrounded 
by a mob, tearing his hair, ſtamping with his feet, 
and roaring out in a manifeſt diſtraction, Shew — 

CE 2 
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the mayor, {for the love of God) ſhew me the may- . 
or !—O Gilbert, Gilbert! a murrain take thee, 
Gilbert ! ſure: thou waft foaled for my deftruc- 
tion !” | 15 + 

From theſe exclamations, and the antic dreſs of 
the ſquire, the people, not without reaſon, conclud- _ 
ed that the poor ſoul had loft his wits ; and the bea- 
dle was juſt going to ſecure him, when the knight 
interpoſed, and at once attracted the whole attention 
of the populace. TimoTHy, ſeeing his maſter, fell 
down on his knees, crying, The thief has run 
away with Gilbert you may pound me into a 
peaſte, as the ſaying is: but now I'ſe as mad as your 
worſhip ;. and an't afeard of the devil and all his 
works.” Sir LaunceLoT defiring the beadle. would 
forbear, was inſtantly ,obeyed by that officer, who- 
had no inclination to put the authority of his place 
in competition with the power of ſuch a 5gure armed 
at all points, mounted on a fiery ſteed, and ready for 
the combat. He ordered CRABSHAW to attend him 
to the next inn, where he alighted ; then taking him 
into a ſeparate apartment, demanded an explanation 
of the unconnected words he had uttered. The 
ſquire was in ſuch agitation, that with infinite diffi- 
culty, and by dint of a thouſand different queſtions, 
his maſter learned the adventure to this effect: Craps 
SHAW, according to Sir LaunceLoTt's command, 
had alighted from his horſe, and drawn his cutlaſs, 
in hope of intimidating the diſcomfited robber into 
a tame furrender, though he did not at all reliſi the 
nature of the ſervice: but the thief was neither ſo 
much hurt, nor ſo tame as TimoTay. had ima- 

ined. He ſtarted on his feet with his piſtol ſtill in 
bo beads and preſenting it to the {quire, ſwore with 
dreadful imprecations, that he would blow his brains 
out in an inftant. CRARSHAWw, unwilling to hazard 
the trial of this experiment, turned his back, and 
fed with great precipitation; while the robber, 
-whoſe horſe had run away, mounted Gilbert, and 
rode off acroſs the country. It was at this period, 
that two. footmen belonging to the. coach, w * mT 

| | ye 
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1 ſtayed behind to take their morning's whet, at the 
inn where they had lodged, came up to the aſſiſtanca 
of the ladies, armed with blunderbuſſes ; and the 
carriage proceeded, leaving Tinor nv alone in diſ- 
tration and deſpair. He not which way to 
turn, and was afraid of remaining on the ſpot, leſt 
the robhers ſhould come back and revenge themſelves. 
upon him for the diſappointment they had under- 
gone. In this diſtreſs, the firſt thought that occur- 
red, was to make the beſt of his way to the town, 
and demand the aſſiſtance of the civil magiſtrate- 
towards the retrieval of what he had loſt :- a defign- 
which he executed in ſuch a manner, as juſtly en- 
tailed upon him the imputation of lunacy. 

While Tiuor v ftood fronting the window, and: 
anſwering the interrogations. of his maſter, he ſud- 
denly exclaimed, © -Bodikins! there's: Gilbert !”* 
and ſprung into the ftreet with incredible agility. 
There finding his ſtrayed companion brought back 
by one of the footmen who attended the coach, he 
imprinted a kiſs on his fore head; and hanging about 
his neck, with the tears in his eyes, hailed his re- 
turn with the following ſalutation: Art thou come 
back, my darling ? ah Gilbert, Gilbert l a pize up- 
on thee ! thou hadſt like to have been a dear Gi 
bert to me ! how couldſt thou break the heart of 
thy old friend, who has known thee from a colt? ſe- 
ven years next graſs have I fed thee and bred thee ;. 
rovided thee with fweet hay, delicate corn, and 
fret litter, that thou-mought lie warm, dry, and. 
comfortable. Ha'n't I curry combed thy carcaſe till 
it was as ſleek as a ſloe, and cheriſhed thee as the _ 
apple of mine eye? for all that thou haſt played me 
an hundred dog's-tricks ; biting, and kicking, and 
plunging, as if the devil was in thy body; and now- 
thou couldſt run away with a-thief, and leave me to 
be flea'd alive by maſter : what canſt thou ſay for thy- 
felf, thou cruel, hard-hearted, unchriſtian tuoad !” 
To this tender expoſtulation, which afforded much 
entertainment to the boys, Gilbert anſwered not 
one word ; but ſeemed altogether inſenſible to the 


careſſes 


. 
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careſſes of Truor HT, who forthwith led him into 
the ſtable. On the whole, he ſeems to have been 
an unſocial animal: for it does not appear that he 
ever contracted any degree of intimacy, even with 
Bronzomarte, during the whole courſe of their ac- 
quaintance and feHowſhip. On the contrary, he has 
been more than once known to ſignify his averſion 
by throwing ont behind, and other eruptive marks 
of contempt for that elegant charger, who excelled 
him as much in perſonal merit, as his rider T1wo- 
THY was ontſhone by his all-accompliſhed maſter. 
While the ſquire accommodated Gilbert in the ſta- 
ble, the knight ſent for the footman who had brought 
him back; and, having preſented him with a libe- 
ral acknowledgment, deſired to know in what man- 
ner the horſe had been retrieved. 

The ſtranger ſatisfied him in this particular, by 
giving him to underſtand, that the highwaymaa, 
perceiving himſelf purſued acroſs the country, plied 
Gilbert ſo ſeverely with whip and ſpur, that the 
animal reſented the uſage, and being beſides, per- 
haps, a little ſtruck-with. remorſe for having left his 
old friend Cxapsnaw, ſuddenly halted, and ſtood 
ftock ſtill, notwithſtanding all the ſtripes and tor- 
tures he underwent ; or it he moved at all, it was 
in a retrograde direction. The thief, ſeeing all his 
endeavours ineffectual, and himſelf in danger of 
being overtaken, wiſely quitted bis acquiſition, and 
| fled into the boſorna of a neighbouring wood. 

Then the knight inquired about the fituation of 


the lady in the coach, and offered himſelf as her 


guard and conductor: but was told that ſhe was al- 
ready ſafely lodged in the houſe of a gentleman at 
ſome diſtance from the road. He likewiſe learned 
that ſhe was a perſon difordered in her ſenſes, under 
the care and tuition of a widow lady her relation ; 
and that in a day or two they ſhould purſue their 

journey northward to the place of her habitation. 
After the footman had been ſome time diſmiſſed, 
the knight recolleQed that he had forgot to aſk the 
name of the perſon to whom he belonged ; and be- 


gan. 


occurrence; 
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: gan to be uneaſy at this omiſſion, which indeed was 
more intereſting than he could imagine: for an ex- 


lanation of this nature would, in all likelihood, 
— led to a diſcovery, that the lady in the coach 
was no other than Miſs Aux ELIA DARNEL, who 
ſeeing him unexpectedly in ſuch an equipage and 
attitude as he paſſed the coach, (for his helmet was 
off) had ſcreamed with ſurprize and terror, and faint- 
ed away Nevertheleſs, when ſhe recovered from 
her ſwoon, ſhe concealed the real cauſe of her agi- 
tation, and none of her attendants were acquainted 
with the perſon of Sir LAUxcRLIOTr. | 
The circumſtances of the diſorder, under which 
ſhe was faid to labour, ſhall be revealed in due 
courſe. In the mean time, our adventurer, though. 
unaccountably affected, never dreamed of ſuch an 
bet bein very much fatigued, reſolved 
to indemnify himſelf for the loſs of laſt night's re- 
poſe ; and this happened to be one of the few things 
in which CRABSHA felt an ambition to follow his 


maſter's example. 


— uw 


CHAP. IX. 


Which may ſerve to ſew, that true patriotiſm is of no 
OS party. * 


HE knight had not enjoyed his repoſe above 

two hours, when he was diſturbed by a va- 

riety of noiſes, as might have diſcompoſed a brain of 
the firmeſt texture. The rumbling of carriages, and 
the rattling of horſes feet on the pavement, was in- 
termingled with loud ſhouts, and the noiſe of fiddle, 


" 


french- horn, and bag-pipe. A loud peal was heard 


ringing in the church-tower, at ſome diſtance, while 
the ina reſounded with clamour, confuſion, and up- 
roar. i | | 
Sir LaunceLomT being thus alarmed, ſtarted from 
his bed, and running t > the window, beheld a caval- 
cade of perſons well mounted, and diſtinguiſhed by 
8 | | blue 
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blue coekades. They were generally attired like 
jockeys, with gold-laced hats and buckſkin breeches, 


and one of them bore- a ſtandard of blue ſilk, in- 


ſcribed in white letters, LIBERTY AND THE LAND 
EKD IxTEREST. He who rode at their head was a 
jolly figure, of a florid complexion and a round bel- 
ly, ſeemingly turned of fifty, and, in all appearance, 
of a choleric diſpoſition, As they approached the 
market-place they waved their hats, huzza'd, and 
cried aloud, No ro REIGN CONNECTIONS, ———— 


Orp ExncLanvd Fox EVER. This acelamation, how» 


ever, was not fo loud or univerſal, but that our ad- 
venturer could diſtinctly hear a coumter-cry from the 
populace, of No SLAVE RN, No Poris PrETEN- 
DER. An infinuation ſo ill reliſhed' by the cavaliers, 
that they began to ply their horſewhips among the 
multitude, and were, in their turn, ſaluted with a 
diſcharge or volley of ſtones, ditt, and dead cats; 
in conſequence of which ſome teeth were demoliſh- 


ed, and many ſurtouts defiled: 


Our adventurer's attention was ſoon called off 
from this ſcene to contemplate another proceſſion 
of people on foot, adorned with bunches of orange 
ribbons, attended by a regular band of muſick, 
playing God ſave great GzoxGE our king, and head- 


ed by a thin, ſwarthy perſonage, of a fallow aſpect 
and large gog ling eyes, arcl 


over with two thick 
mn of hair, or rather briſtles, jet black, and 
owzy., His apparel was very gorgeous, though 
his. addreſs was wad; he- . . 5 
by the mayor, recorder, and heads of the corporati- 
on, in their formalities. His enſigns were known by 
the inſcription, LIBERTY OT ConsSCIENCE AND 
THE PROTESTANT SUCCESSION ; and: the people 


ſaluted him as he paſſed with repeated cheers, that 


ſeemed to prognofticate ſucceſs. He had particular- 
ly ingratiated himſelf with the good women, who 


lined the ſtreet, and ſent forth many ejaculatory pe- 


titions in his fayour. 

Sir LaunceLoT, immediately comprehended the 
meaning of this folemnity: he perceived it was the 
| | | prelude 
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prelude to the election of a member to repreſent the 


county in parliament, and he was ſeized with an 
eager deſite to know the names and characters of the 
competitors. In order to gratify this deſire, he 
made repeated application to the bell- rope that de- 
pended from the ceiling of his apartment; but this 
praduced nothing, except the repetition of the words 
« Coming, Sir, which echoed from three or four 
different corners of the houſe. The waiters were ſo 
diſtracted by a variety of calls, that they ſtood mo- 
tionleſs, in the ſtate of the ſchoolman's aſs between 
two bundles of hay, incapable-of determining where 
they ſhould firſt offer their attendance, c 

Our knight's patience was almoſt exhauſted, when 
CrxAaBSHAW entered the room, in a very ſtrange equi- 
page: one half of his face appeared cloſe. ſhaved, 
and the other covered with lather, while the blood 
trickled in two rivulets from his noſe, upon a bar- 
ber's cloth that was tucked under his chin; he look- 
ed grim with indignation, and, under his left arm 


- Carried his cutlaſs, unſheathed. Where he had ac- 
quired fo much. of the profeſſion of knight-errantry 


we ſhall not pretend to determine; but, certain it is, 
he fell on his knees before Sir LauxceLom, crying, 
with an accent of rage and diſtraction, In- the name 
of St. Geox for England, I beg a boon, fir knight, 

and thy compliance 1 demand, before the peacock 
and the ladies.” | Fon 
Sir LaUNCELOT, aſtoniſhed at this addreſs, re- 
plied in a lofty ſtrain, © Valiant ſquire, thy boon 
is granted, provided it doth not contravene the laws 
of the land, and the conſtitutions of chivalry,” 
„Then I crave leave (anſwered CRansnHaw) to 
challenge and defy to mortal combat, that caitiff bar- 
ber who hath left me in this. piteous condition; and 
1 vow by the peacack, that I will not ſhave my beard, 
until I have ſhaved his head from his ſhoulders : ſo 
may I thrive in the occupation of an arrant ſquire.“ 
Before his maſter had time to enquire into particu- 
lars, they were joined by a decent man in boots, who 
was likewiſe a traveller, and had ſeen the rife and 
progreſs 


— — _ — 
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progreſs of TimoTar's difaſter. He gave the knight 
to underſtand, that CRABSH A had ſent for a bar- 
ber, and already undergone one half of the operati- 
on, when the operator received the long expected 
meſſage from both the gentlemen, who ſtood can- 
didates at the election. The double ſummons, was 
no ſooner intimated to him, than he threw down his 
baſon and retired with precipitation, leaving the 
fquire in the fuds. TimoTHay, incenſed at this de- 
ſertion, followed him with equal celerity into the 
ſtreet, where he collared the ſhaver, and inſiſted up- 
on being entirely trimmed, on pain of the baſtinado. 
The other finding himſelf thus arreſted, and having 
no time to ſpare for altercation, lifted up his fift, 
and diſcharged itupon the ſnout of Cxansnaw with 
ſach force, that the unfortunate aggreſſor was fain 
to bite the ground, while the victor haſtened away, 
in hope of touching the double wages of corrup- 
tion. | 

The knight being informed of theſe circumſtan- 
ces, told TimMoTay with a ſmile, that he ſhould 
have liberty to defy the barber; but in the mean 
time, he ordered him to ſaddle Brongomarte, and 
prepare for immediate ſervice. While the ſquire 
was thus employed, his maſter engaged in converſa- 
tion with the ſtranger, who happened to be a London 
dealer travelling for orders, and was well acquainted 
with the particulars which our adventurer wanted to 
know. It was from this communicative tradeſman 
he learned that, the competitors were Sir VALE N“ 
TINE QuiCKSET and Mr. Is AAc VAanDERPELEFT ; 
the firſt a meer fox-hunter, who depended for ſuc- 
ceſs in this election upon his intereſt among the 
high-flying gentry; the other a ſtockjobber and 
contractor, of foreign extract, not without a mix- | 
ture of Hebrew b ood, immenſely rich, who was 
countenanced by his grace of——, and ſuppoſed to 
have diſtributed large ſums in ſecuring a majority of 
votes among the yeomanry of the county, poſſeſſed 
of ſmall freeholds, and copy-holders, a great num- 
ber of which laſt reſided in this borough. He _ 
| I, - theſe 


* 
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theſe were generally diſſenters and weavers ; and that 


the mayor, who was himſelf a manufacturer, had re- 


ceived a very conſiderable order for expo: tation, in 


conſequence of which it was believed, he would 


ſupport Mr. VAN DERTELT I with all his influence 


and credit. & 4 


Sir LaunceLoT, rouzed at this intelligence, cal- 
led for his armour, which being buckled on in a 


_ hurry, he mounted his ſteed, attended by CRABSHAw 


on Gilbert, and rode immediately into the midſt of 
the multitude by which the-huftings were ſurround- 
ed, juſt as Sir VaLenTINE QurickseET began 
to harangue the people from an occafional thea- 
tre, formed of a plank ſupported by the upper board 
of the public ſtocks, and an inferior rib of a Wooden 
cage, pitched alſo for the accomodation of petty de- 

Though the ſingular appearance of Sir Launce- 
Lor at firſt attracted the eyes of all the ſpectators, 


yet op: did not fail to yield attention to the ſpeech 


of his brother knight, Sir VALENTIx E, which ran 
in the following ſtrain: „Gentlemen vreehoulders 
of this here county, I ſhaw't pretend to meake a 
vine vlouriſhing ſpeech, - l'm a plain ſpoken man, 
as you all know. I hope I ſhall always ſpeak my 
maind without vear or vavour, as the "ar. is. Tis 
the way ofthe QUicx 05ETS—we are noupſtarts, nor 
vorreigners, nor have we any fewifh blood in our 
veins; —we have lived in this here neighbourhood 
time out of maind, as you all know: and poſſeſs an 
eſtate of vive thouſand clear, which we ſpend at 
whoam, among you, in old Engliſh hoſpitality—all 


my vorefathers have been parliament-men, and I 


can prove thatne'era one o um gave a lingle vote for 
the court ſince the revolution. Vor my own peart, 
value not the miniſtry three ſkips of a louſe, as the 
zaying is.—I ne'er knew but one miniſter that was 
an honeſt man; and vor all the reſt I care not it they 
were hanged as high as Haman, with a pox to *un. 
I am, thank God, a viee-born, true-hearted Eng- 
liſt man, and a loyal, thof unworthy, ſon of the 

Sr church 


: 
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church—vor all they have done vor x, I'd 
vain know what they have done vor the.church, with 
a vengeance—vor my oun peart, I hate all yorreign- 
ers, and yorreign meaſures, whereby this poor nati- 


on is broken backed with a diſmal load of debt, and 
taxes riſe ſo high that the poor cannot get bread. 


Gentlemen vreeholders of this county, I value no 


miniſter a vig's end, d'ye ſee; if you will vavour me 


with your votes and intereſt, whereby I may be re- 
turned, Pll engage one half of my eſtate that I never 
cry yea to your ſhillings in the pound: but will croſs 
the miniſtry in every thing, as in duty bound, and 
as becomes an honeſt vreeholder in the ould intereſt 
— but if you ſell your votes and your country for 


| hire, you will be deteſted in this here world, and 


damned in the next to all eternity: ſo I leave every 
man to his own conſcience.” 

This eloquent oration was received by his own 
friends with loud peals of applauſe ; which, however, 
did not diſcourage his competitor, who confident of 
his own ſtrength aſcended the roftrum, or, in other 


words, an old caſk, ſet upright for the purpoſe. 


Having bowed all round to the audience, with a 
ſmile of gentle condeſcenſion, he told them, how 


ambitious he was of the honour to repreſent this 


county in parliament ; and how happy he found him- 
ſelf in the encouragement of his friends, who had fo 
unanimouſly agreed to ſupport his pretenſions. He 


faid, over and above the qualification he poſſeſſed. 
among them, he had fourſcore thouſand pounds in 


his pocket, which he had acquired by commerce, 
| A of the nation, under the preſent happy 
eſtabliſhment, in defence of which he was ready to 
ſpend the laſt farthing. He owned himſelf a faith- 
fal ſubje& to his majeſty king GRORGE, ſincerely 
attached to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, in deteſtation 


and defiance of a popiſh, and abjured, and outlawed 


ubſtance and his blood, if neceſſary, in maintain- 
ing the principles of the glorious revolution, * "This 


| (cried 


eee, and declared that he would exhauſt his 
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{cried he) is the ſolid baſis and foundation upon which 
I ftand.” | 


Theſe laſt words had ſcarce proceeded from his 


mouth, when the headof the barrel or puncheon on 


which he ſtood, being frail and infirm, gave way; 


ſo that down he went with a craſh, and in a twink- - 


ling difappeared from the eyes of the aſtoniſhed be- 
holders. he fox-hunters perceiving his diſaſter, 


exclaimed, in the phraſe and accent of the chaſe, 


„Stole away! ſtole away! and with hideous' vociter- 
ation, joined in the ſylvan chorus which the hunters 


hollow when the hounds are at fault. | 


The diſaſter of Mr. Van Db ERTEL Tr was ſoon re- 
aired by the aſſiduity of his friends, who diſengaged 
þim from the barrel in a trice, hoiſted him on the 


ſhoulders of four ſtrong weavers, and reſenting the 


unmannerly exultations of their antagoniſts, began to 
form themſelves into order of battle. An obſtinate 
fray would have undoubtedly enſued, had not their 
mutual indignation pon way to their curioſity, at 
the motion of our knight, who had advanced into 
the middle between the two fronts, and waving his 
hand as a ſignal for them to give attention, ad- 
drefſed himſelf to them with graceful demeanour, in 
theſe words: Countrymen, friends, and fellow- 
citizens, you are this day aſſembled to determine x 
point of the utmoſt conſequence to yourſelves and 


your poſterity; a point that ought to be determined 
by far other weapons than brutal force and factious 


clamour. You, the freemen of England, are the ba- 


ſis of that excellent conſtitution, which hath long 


flouriſhed the object of envy and admiration. © To 
you. belongs the ineftimable privilege of chooſing a 
delegate properly qualified to repreſent you in the 
high court of parliament. This is your birthright, 
inherited from your anceſtors, obtained by their coa- 
rage and ſealed with their blood. It is not only 
your birth-right, which you ſhould maintain in de- 
flance of all danger, but alſo a facred truſt, to be 
executed with the moſt ſcrupulous care and fidelity. 
The perſon whom you truſt ought not only to be 
1 1 endued. 
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-endued with the moſt inflexible integrity, but ſhould 


likewiſe poſſeſs a fund of knowledge -that may enable 
him to act as a ya of the legiſlature. He muſt be 
well acquainted with the hiſtory, the conſtitution, 


and the laws of his country: he muſt underſtand the 


forms of buſineſs, the extent of the royal prero- 


gative, the privilegs of parliament, the detail of go- - 
k 


vernment, the nature and regulation of the finances, 
the different branches of commerce, the politicks that 
prevail; and the connections that ſubſil among the 
different powers of Europe: for on all theſe ſubjects, 
the deliberations of a houſe of commons occaſionally 
turn: but theſe great purpoſes will never be anſwered 
by eleQing an illiterate ng; ſcarce qualified, in 
point of underſtanding, to a 


vond the excurſion of a fox-chaſe whoſe converſati- 
on never rambles farther than his ſtable, his kennel, 
and his barn-yard ; who rejects decorum as degenera- 


cy, miſtakes ruſticity for independance, aſcertains his 


courage by leaping over gates and ditches, and founds 
his triumph on feats of drinking; who holds his eſtate 
by a faQtious tenure, profeſſes himſelf the blind flave 
of a party, without knowing the principles that gave 
it birth, or the motives by which it is actuated, and 
thinks that all patriotiſm conſiſts in railing indiſcrimi- 
0 at miniſters, and obſtinately oppoſing every 
meaſu 
evil intentions of his own, might be uſed as a dange- 
rous tool inthe hands of deſperate faction, by ſcatter- 
ing the ſeeds of difafſeQtion, embarraſſing the wheels 
of government, and reducing the whole kingdom to 
anarchy,” . 2 
Here the knight was interrupted, by the ſhouts 
and acclamations of the VanpexyeLerres, who 
cried aloud, * Hear him! hear him! long life to the 
iron caſed orator.” This clamour ſubſiding, he 
proſecuted his harangue to the following effect: 
«© Such a man bY heirs deſcribed may be dange- 


rous from ignorance, tut is neither ſo miſchievous 
nor ſo ceteſtable as the wreteh who knowingly betrays 
| his 


as a country juſtice of 
the peace, a man who has ſcarce ever travelled be- 


re of the adminiſtration. Such a man, with no 


„ 0 . . oo 
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his truſt, and ſues to be the hireling and proſtitute: 
of a weak and worthleſs miniſter; a ſordid -knave, 
without honour or principle, who belongs to no fa- 
mily, whoſe example can reproach him with _— 


racy ; Who has no country to command his reſpect, 
no friends to engage his affection, no religion to re- 
gulate his morals, no conſcience to reſtrain his ini-- 
quity, and who warſhips no God but MauM ox. 
An inſinuating miſcreant, who undertakes for the 
dirtieſt work of the vileſt adminiftration ; who prac- 
tiſes national uſury, receiving by wholeſale the re- 
wards of venality, and diſtributing the wages of cor- 
ruption by retail.” A 
In this place our adventurer's ſpeech was drowned 
in the acclamations of the fox-hunters, who now 
triumphed in their turn, and hoickſed the ſpeaker, 
exclaiming, «© Well opened, Jowler—to *un, to un, 
to 'un again, Sweetlips! hey, Merry, Whitefont !” 


After a ſhort interruption, he thus reſumed his diſ- 


courſe ; N 


« When ſuch a caitifF preſents himſelf to you, like 
the devil with a temptation in his hand, avoid him- 
as if he were in fact the devil—it is not the offering 
of difintereſted love; for, what ſhould induce him; 
who has no affections, to love you, to whoſe perſons 
he is an utter ſtranger ? alas! it is not a benevolence, 
but a bribe. He wants to buy you at one market, 
that he may ſell you at another. Without doubt 
his intention is to make an advantage of his purchaſe, 
and this aim he cannot — but by ſacri- 
ficing, in ſome ſort, your intereſt, your indepen- 


dency, to the wicked deſigns of a miniſter, as he can 
expect no gratification for the faithful diſcharge of 
his duty. But, even if he ſhould not find an oppor- 


tunity of ſelling you to advantage, the crime, the 
ſhame, the infamy, will ſtill be the ſame in you, 


who, baſer than the moſt abandoned proſtitutes, 
have ſold yourſelves and your poſterity for hire for 


a paultry price, to be refunded with intereſt by ſome 


m niſter, who will indemnify himſelf out of yo0¹t 


own pockets: for, after all, you are bought and. 
| SO ſold: 
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fold with your own money—the _ miſerable pittance 
you m̃ay now receive, is no more than a pitcher full 
of water thrown in to moiſten the ſucker of that 
pump which will drain you to the bottom. Let me 
thergfore adviſe and exhort you, my. countrymen, 
to avoid the oppoſite extremes of the ignorant clown 
and the deſigning courtier, and chooſe a man of 
" honeſty, intelligence, and moderation, who will—“ 
The docttine of moderation was a very unpopular 


ſubject in ſuch an aſſembly ; and, accordingly, they 
rejected it as one man. They began to think the 


ſtranger. wanted to ſet up for hunſelf, a ſuppoſition 
that could not fail to incenſe both fides equally, as 
they were both zealouſly engaged in their reſpective 
cauſes. \ The Whigs and the Tories joined againſt 


this intruder, who being neither, was treated like a 


monſter, or chimzra in politics. They hiſſed, they 
hooted, and they hollowed ; they annoyed him with 
miſſiles of dirt, ſticks, and ſtones; they curſed, they 


threatened and reviled, till at length his patience. 


Was exhauſted. 


« Ungrateful, and abandoned miſcreants! (he 
ctied) I ſpoke to you as men and chriſtians, as free- 


born Britons and fellow citizens: but I perceive you 
are a pack of venal, infamous ſcound:cls, and I will 
treat you accordingly.” 80 ſaying he brandiſhed 
his launce, and riding into the thickeſt of the con- 
courſe, laid about him with ſuch dexterity and effect, 
that the multitude was immediately diſperſed, and he 
retired without further moleſtation. - - » 

The fame good fortune did not attend ſquire Crap- 
SHAW in his. retreat. The ludicrous fingularity of 
his features, and the half mown crop of hair that 
briſtled from one fide of his countenance, invited 
fome wags to make merry at his expence: one of 
them clapped a furze-buſh under the tail of Gilbert, 


who feeling himſelf thus ſtimulated a poſteriori, kick- 


ed and plunged, and capered in ſuch a manner, that 


'TimoTHy could hardly keep the ſaddle. In this 
commotion he loſt his cap and his periwig, while, 


a 


the 
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the rabble pelted him in ſuch a manner, that before 
he could join his maſter, he looked like a pillar, or 
rather pillory of mud. 7 595 


* * — 


0 H A NR. 
IWhich ſheweth that be who plays at bocolr, æuill ſume- 


times meet with rubbers. 


 C IR Lavnceror, boiling with indignation at 
the venality and faction of the electore, which. 
he had harangued to ſ9 little purpoſe, retired with 
the moſt deliberate diſdain towards one of the gates 
of the town, on the outfide of which, his curioſity - 
was attracted dy a concourſe of people, in the midft 
of whom ftood Mr. Ferret, mounted upon a ſtool], 
with a kind of fachel hanging rgund his neck, 
ard a phial & fplayed in his r'ght hand, while he held 
forth to the audience in a very vehement ftrain of 
elocution. | | 
Crapsnaw thought himſelf happily delivered 
when he reached the fuburbs, and proceeded with- 
out halting: but his maſter mingled with the crowd, 
and heard the orator expreſs himſelf to this eſfect: 
« Very likely, you may undervalue me and my me- 
dicine, becauſe I don't appear upon a ftage of iotten 
boards, in a ſhabby velvet coat and tye-periwig, with 
a fooliſh fellow in motley, to mike you laugh by 
making wry faces: but I icorn to uſe theſe dirty arts 
for engaging your attention. Theſe paultry tricks, 
ad captandum vulgus, can have no effect but on ideots, 
and if you are ideots, I don't defire you ſhould be 
> my cuſtomers. Take notice, I don't addreſs you in 
the ſtile of a mountebank, or a High German doctor; 
and yet the kingdom is fult of mountebanks, em- 
piricks, and quacks. We have quacks in religion, 
quacks in phyſic, quacks in law, quacks in politics, 
2 in patriotiſm, quacks in government; Higb- 
Jerman quacks that have bliſtered, ſweated, bled,” 
Pe and: 
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and purged the nation into an atrophy. But this is 
not all: they have not only evacuated her into a con- 
ſumption, but they have intoxicated her brain, until 
| the is become delirious: ſhe can no longer purſue 
her own intereft ; or, indeed, rightly diſtinguiſh it: 
like the people of Nineweh, ſhe can hardly tell her 
right hand. from her left; but, as a changling, is 
dazzled and delighted by an ignis fatuus, a W1LL o“ 
IHE w1sSP, an exhalation from the vileſt ee in 
nature, that leads her aſtray through Weſftphalian 
bogs and deſerts, and will one day break her neck 
over fome barren rock, or leave her fticking in ſome 
H---n pit or quagmire. - For my part, if you have 
a mind to betray your country, I have no objection. 
In ſelling yourſelves and your fellow-citizens, you 
only diſpoſe of a pack of raſcals who ecſerve to be 
ſold—If you fell one another, why ſhou'd not I ſell 
this here Elixir of Long Life, which, if properly 
uſed, will protra& your days till you ſhall have ſeen 
your country ruined? I ſhall not pretend to diſturb: 
your underſtandings, which are none of the * 5 
with a hotch-potch of unintelligible terms, ſuch as 
Ax1STOTLE's four principles of generation, unform- 
ed matter, privation, efficient and final cauſes. 
ARISTOTLE was a pedantic blockhead, and ſtill more 
knave Phan fool. [The ſame cenſure we may ſafely 
put on that wiſe-acre DioscorIDes, with his facul- 
ties of ſimples, his ſeminal ſpecific, and principal 
virtues ; and that crazy commentator GALEN, with 
his four elements, elementary qualities, his eight 
complexions, his harmonies, and diſcords. Nor 
ſhall I expatiate on the alkaheſt of that mad ſcoun- 
drel, PaRcELsus, with which he ptetended to re- 
duce flints into falt ; nor the archeus or ſpiritus rector 
of that viſionary Van Helmont, his fimple, elemen- 
tary, water, his gas, ferments, and tranſmutations ; 
nor ſhall I enlarge upon the falt, ſulphur and oil, 
the acidum vagum, the mercury ,of metals, and the 
yolatilized vitriol of other modern chymiſts, a pack 
of ignorant, conceited, knaviſh raſcals, that puzzle 
your weak heads with ſuch jargon, juſt as a 3 
| ⁊e 
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red mr throws duſt in your eyes, by lugging in 
and ringing the changes on the balance of power, 
the proteſtant religion, and your allies on the conti- 


nent; acting like the juggler 2 12 pock- 
8 


ets, While he dazzles your eyes and amuſes your fan- 
cy with twirling his fingers, and reciting the gib- 
beriſh of hocus pocus ; for; in fact, the balance of 
power is a meer chimera; as for the proteſtant reli- 
gion, no body gives himſelf any trouble about it; 
and allies on the continent we have none; or at leaſt, 
none that would raiſe an hundred men to ſave us 
from perdition, unleſs we paid an extravagant price 
for their aſſiſtance: But, to return to this here Elizir 
of Long Life, I might embelliſ it with a great 
many high-ſounding epithets; but I diſdain to fol- 
low the example of every illiterate vagabond, that 
from idleneſs turns quack, and advertiſes his noſtrum + 
in the public papers. I am neither a felonious-dry-- 
ſalter returned from. exile, an hoſpital ſtump turner, . 
a decayed ſtay-maker, a bankrupt printer, or infol- _ 
vent debtor, releaſed by act of parliament. I did 
not pretend to adminiſter medicines, without the 
leaſt tincture of letters, or ſuborn wretches to perjure 
themſelves in falſe affidavits of. cures that were never 
performed; or employ a ſet of led-captains' to ha- 
rangue in my praiſe at all public places. I. was 
bred. regularly to the . of chymiſtry, and 
have tried all the proceſſes of a'chemy, and I may 
venture to ſay, that this here Elixir is, in fact, the 
chruſion pepuromenon eh puros, the viſible, glorious - 
ſpiritual body, from whence- all other beings derive * 
their exiſtence, as proceeding from their father the 
ſun, and their mother the moon: from the ſun, as 
from a living and ſpiritual gold, which is meer fire; 
conſequently, the common and univerſal firſt created 
mover, from whence all moveable things have their 
diſtinct and particular motions ; and alſo from the 
moon, as from the wife of the ſun, and the common - 
mother of al: ſublunary things: and for as much as 
man is, and muſt be the comprehenſive end of all* 
ereatu: es, and the microcoſm, he. is counſelled - is/ 
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the Revelations, to buy gold that is thoroughly fired, 
or rather pure fire, that he may become rich and like 
the ſun; as an the contrary, he becomes poor, when 
he abuſes the arſenical poiſon; ſo that his ſilver, by 
he fire, muſt be calcined to a caput mortuum, A. 
happens, when he will hold and retain the men- 
ſtruum out of which he partly exiſts, for his own- 
property, and doth not daily offer up the ſame in 
the fire of the fun, that the woman may be cloathed 
with-the ſun, and become a ſun, and thereby rule 
over the moon; that is to ſay, that he may get the 
moon under his feet —Now this here Elixir, fold 
for no more than ſix-pence a vial, contains the eſ- 
fence of the alkaheſt, the archæus, the catholicon, 
the menſtruum, the ſun, moon, and to ſum up all 
in one word, is the trne, genuine, unadulterated,, 
unchangeable, immaculate and ſpecific chruſion pepu- 
romenon ex puros.” 
The audience were variouſly affected by this learn- 
ed oration : ſome of thoſe who favoured the preten- 
ſions of the whig candidate, were of opinion that he 
ought to be puniſhed for his preſumption in reflect- 
ing fo. ſcurrilouſly on miniſters and meaſures. Of 
this fentiment was our adventurer, though. he could. 
not help admiring the courage of the orator, and: 
_ 6wning within himſelf, that he had mixed ſome 
melancholy truths with his ſcurrility. Mr. FRERRET 
would not have ftood fo long in his roſtrum unmo- 
teſted, had not he cunningly choſen his ſtation im- 
mediately without the jutiſdiction of the town, whoſe 
magiſtrates therefore could not take cognizance of 
his conduct, but, application was made to the con- 
ſtable of the other pariſh, while our noſtrum- monger 
proceeded in his 2 the concluſion of which 
produced ſuch an effect upon his hearers, that his 
Whole cargo was immediately exhauſted. He had 

juſt ſtepped down from his ſtool, when the conſtable, 
with his ſtaff, arrived, and took him under his guid- 
ance. Mr. FexreT, on this occaſion, attempted to, 
intereſt the people in his behalf, by exhorting them 
to vindicate the liberty of the ſubject, againſt ſuch 
g an 
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an act of oppreſſion; but finding them deaf to the 
tropes and figures of his elocution, he addreſſed 
himſelf to our knight, reminding him of his duty to- 
rotect the helpleſs and the injured, ' and earneſtly- 
folliciting his interpoſition. HOY | 
Sir LaunceLoT, without making the leaft reply 


to his intreaties, reſolved to ſee the end of this ad- 


venture; and being joined by his ſquire, followed 
the priſoner at a diſtance, meaſuring back the 
ground he had travelled the day before, until he 
reached another ſmall borough, where FERRET was 
houſed in the common priſon. While he ſat a horſe- 
back, deliberating on the next ſtep he ſhould take, 
he was accofted by the voice of Tou CLARKE, who: 
called in a whimpering tone; through a window 
grated with iron, © For the love of God! Sir Lavn- 


cCELOT, do, dear Sir, be ſo good as to take the 


trouble to alight and come up ſtairs 
thing to communicate of conſequence to the com- 
munity in general, and you in particular Pray, 
do, dear Sir Knight. I beg a boon in the name of 
St. M1CHAEL and St. GORE for England.“ 

Our adventurer not a little ſurprized at this ad- 
dreſs, diſmounted without heſitation, and being ad- 


mitted to the common jail, there found not only his 


old friend Tou, but alſo the uncle, fitting on a: 
bench with a woollen night cap on his head, and a: 
pair of ſpectacles on his noſe, reading very earneſtly 
in a book, which he afterwards underſtood was inti- 
tuled, The Life and Adventures of VaLEnTINE 
and Oks oN.“ The captain no ſooner ſaw his great- 
patron enter, than he roſe and received him with 
the ſalutation- of What cheer brother ?“ and be- 
fore the knight* could anſwer, added theſe words; 
« You ſee how the land lies—here have Tom and 
I been faſt-a-ſhore theſe four and twenty hours; and 
this berth. we have got by attempting to tow your” 
galley, brother, from the enemy's harbour.—Adds 
bobs! if we had this here fellow whoreſon for a con- 


ſort, with all our tackle in order, brother, we'd ſoon: 


ſhew'em the top-ſail, flip our cable, and don with: 
| their: 
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their barricadoes. But howfomever, it don't fig- - 
nify talking patience is a good ſtream- anchor, 
and will hold as the ſaying is, —but damn my——. 
as for the matter of my bolt{prit——Hearkye, hearkye, 
brother, damn'd hard to engage with three at a 

time, one upon my bow, one upon my quarter, and 
cone right a-head, rubbing, and drubbing, lying 
athwart hawſe, raking fore and aſt, batterin — 
grappling, and laſhing and claſhing — adds — ä 
— er, craſh went the bowſprit down came the 
round top—up with the dead lights—I faw nothing 
but the ſtars at noon, loſt the bo of my ſeven ſen-- 
{cs, and down. I broached upon. my broad-ſide.“ 

As Mr. CLARKE rightly conceived that his uncle 
would need an interpieter he began to explain theſe: 
hiats, by giving: a circumſtantial detail of his own: 

and the captain's diſaſter. He told Sir LaunceLoT,, 
that notwithſtanding all his perſuaſion. and remon- 
ſtrances, Captain CROW E. -nfited upon a pearing in 
the character of a knight-errant; and wack that view 
had ſet out from the public houſe on the morning 
khat ſucceeded: his vigil in the church; that upon the 
- high-way they had met with a coach, containing 
two ladies, one of whom ſeemed to be under great 
agitation: for, as they paſſed ſhe ſtruggled with the 
other, thruſt out her head at the window, and ſaid 
ſomething which he could not diſtinctly hear; that 
Captain CRoW E was ſtruck with admiration of her 

unequalled beauty ; and he (Tou) no. ſooner inform-- 
ed him who ſhe was, than he. reſolved to ſet her at 
liberty, on the ſuppoſition that ſhe was under reſtraint 
and in diſtreſs: that he according'y unſheathed his 
cutlaſs, and riding back after the coach, command- 
ed the driver to bring to, on pain of death; that 
one of the ſervants believing the captain to be an 
highway- man, preſented a blunderbuſs, and in all. 
probability would have ſhot him on the ſpot, had 
not he (the nephew) rode up and aſſured them the 
entleman was non compose that notwithſtanding his 
intimation, all the three attacked him with the butt 

end of their hoxſe-whips, While the coach drove a, 
_ and. 
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and although he laid about him with great fury, at 
laſt brought him to the ground by a: ſtroke on the- 
temple ; that Mr. CLARKE himſelf then interpoſ-- 
ed in defence of his kinſman, and was alſo ſeverely: 
beaten : that two of the ſervants, upon application? 


to a juſtice of the peace, reſiding: near the field of- 


battle, had granted a warrant againſt the captain and 
his nephew, and without examination, committed 
them as idle vagrants, after having ſeized their horſes, 
and their money, on pretence of their being ſuſpected 
for highwaymen: © But, as there was no juſt cauſe: 
of Ke (added he): I am of Opinion, the 
juſtice is. guilty of a treſpaſs, and may be ſued for 
falſum impriſonamentum, and conſiderable damages; 
obtained; for, you will. pleaſe to obſerve, Sir, no- 
juſtice has a right to commit any perſon. *till after: 
due examination ;. beſides, we were not committed: 

for an aſſault and battery, audita querela, nor as wan- 
dering lunatics by the 1 who, to be ſure, may 
be apprehended by a 3 warrant, and locked up, 
and chained, if neceſſary, or be ſent to their laſt le- 
gal ſettlement: but, we were committed as va-- 
grants, and. ſuſpected highwaymen. Now we do 
not fall under. the deſcription of vagrants ;. nor did. 


any circumſtance appear to ſupport the ſuſpicion of 


robbery :. for to. conſtitute. robbery, there muſt be: 
ſomething taken ;. but, here: nothing was taken but: 
| blows, and they. were upon compulſion : even an at- 
tempt to. rob, without any taking, is not felony, 


© but-a miſdemeanour. To. be: ſure there is a taking 


in deed, and a taking in law: but ſtill the robber. 
muſt be in poſſeſſion of a thing ſtolen; and we at- 
tempted to ſteal nothing, but to ſteal ourſelves away 


My uncle indeed, would have releaſed the young 


lady vi et. armis, had his ſtrength been equal to his. 
inclination ; and in fo doing, I would have willing- 
ly lent my aſſiſtance, both from a defire to ſerve ſuch. 
a. beautiiul young creatuie, and alſo in regard to. 
your honour, for I thought I. heard her call upon; 


- * F 


your name.” 


Ha 


* 


110 The ADVENTURES of | 


« Ha! how !. what! whoſe name? ſay, ſpeak 
| heaven and earth!“ (cries the Knight, with marks. 
of the moſt violent emotion.) CLARKE terrified at 
his looks, replied, <*-I beg your pardon a thouſand 
times ; I did not fay poſitively ſhe did ſpeak thoſe 
words: but, J apprehended ſhe did ſpeak them. 
Words, which may be taken or interpreted by law 
in a general, or common ſenſe, ought not to receive 
a ſtrained, or unuſual conſtruction; and ambiguous: 
words.” —*< Speak, or be dumb for ever! (exclaim- 
ed Sir LauxceLoT in a terrific tone, laying his: 
hand on his ſword) what young lady, ha! What 
name did ſhe call upon?“ CLARKE falling upon his 
knees anſwered, not without ſtammering. Mis. 
AuRELIA DARNEL ; to the beſt of my recollection, 
ſhe called upon Sir LaunceLort Greaves.” „ Sa- 
cred powers! (cried our adventurer) which way did: 
the carriage proceed ?” | 
When Tow told him that the coach quitted the 
poſt- road, and ſtruck away to the right, at full ſpeed, 
Sir LAUNCELOT was ſeized with a penfire fit; his 
head ſunk upon his breaſt, and he muſed in ſilence 
for ſeveral minutes, with the moſt melancholy ex- 
reflion on his countenance : then recollecting him- 
ſelf, he aſſumed a more compoſed and cheerful air, 
and aſked ſeveral queſtions, with reſpect to the arms 
on the coach, and the liveries worn by the ſervants. 
It was in the courſe of this interrogation, that he- 
diſcovered he had actually converſed with one of the 
foot-men, who had brought back Craapsnaw's 
horſe : a circumſtance that filled him with. anxiety 
and chagrin, as he had omitted to inquire the name 
of his maſter, and the place to which the coach was 
travelling; though, in all probability, had he made 
theſe inquiries, he would have received very little 
ſatisfaction, there being reaſon to think the ſervants 
were enjoyned ſecrecy. The knight, in order to 
meditate on this unexpected adventure, fat down b 
his old friend, and entered into. a reverie, whic 
laſted about a quarter of an hour, and might have 
continued longer, had it not been interrupted by the 
| | voice 


© 
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voice of CRABSHAW, who bauled aloud, Look 


to it my maſters—as you brew you muſt drink — 
this ſhall be a dear day's work to ſome of you, for 
my part I ſay nothing ——the braying aſs eats little 

raſs——one barber ſhaves not ſo cloſe; but another 
— a few ſtubble——you wanted to catch a capon, 


and you've ſtole a cat. He that takes up his lodg-- 


ings in a ſtable, muſt be contented to lie upon lit- 
ter. »7 | , 

The knight, deſirous of knowing the cauſe that 
prompted TimoTay to apothegmatize in this man- 
ner, looked through the grate, and perceived, the 
{quire fairly ſet in the ſtocks, ſurrounded by a mob 
of people. When he called to him, and aſked the: 
I of this diſgraceful reſtraint, CRABSHAwW re 
plied, « There's no cake but there's another of the 


ſame make —who never climbed never fell — after 


clouds comes clear weather. Tis all long of your 
honour I've met with this preferment ; no deſervings: 
of my own, but the mtereſt of my maſter. Sir 
knight, if you will flay the juftice, hang the con- 
ſtable, releaſe your ſquire, and burn. the town, your 
name will be famous in ſtory : but, if you. are con- 
tent, I am thankful. Two hours are (Gon ſpent in 
| ſuch good company; in the mean time look to *un: 
jailor, there's a frog in the ſtocks.” 


Sir LAUNCELOT, incenſed at this affront offered. 
to his ſervant, advanced to the priſon door, but found: 


it faſt locked, and when he called to. the turnkey,, 
he was given to underſtand that he himſelf was pri- 


ſoner. Enraged at this intimation, he demanded at 


whoſe ſuit ; and was anſwered through the wicket,. 
« At the ſuit of the king, in whoſe name I will hold: 

you faſt, with. God's alliſtance. Webs | 
Ihe knight's looks now began to lighten, he rol- 
led his eyes. around, and ſnatching up an oaken 
bench, which three ordinary men could ſcarce have. 


lifted from the ground, he, in all likelihood, would. 


have ſhatter'd the door in pieces, had. not he been 
reſtrained by the interpoſition of Mr. CLARK ER, who: 
intreated him to have a little patience, aſſuring him 
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he would ſuggeſt a plan that would avenge him am- 
ply on the juſtice, without any breach of the peace: 
I fay the juſtice (added Tom) becauſe it muſt be 
his doing.—He is a little petulant ſort, of a fellow, 
ignorant of the law, guilty of numberleſs irregulari- 
ties ; and if properly managed, may for this here act 
of arbitrary power, be not only caſt in a ſwinging 
| ſum, but even turned out of the commiſſion with- 
_ diſprace.— | 
his was a very ſeaſonable hint, in conſequence 
of which, the bench was ſoftly replaced, and Cap-- 
tain Crowe: depoſited the poker, with which he 
had armed himſelf to ſecond the efforts of Sir LA UN- 
CELOT: They now, for the firſt time, perceived 
that FexxET had diſappeared ; and, upon inquiry, 
found that he was in fact the occaſion of the knight's 
detention, and the ſquire's diſgrace. | 


* 


C HA.. M. 
Deſcription of a modern Magiſtrate: 
332 the knight would take any reſolution 


| for extricating himſelf from his preſent embar-- 
raſſment, he defired to be better acquainted with the 
character and circumſtances of the juſtice by whom- 
he had been confined, and likewiſe to underſtand the- 
meaning: of his own detention. To be infomed in 
this laß particular, he renewed his dialogue with 
the turnkey, who told him, through the grate, that 
FexreT no ſooner perceived him in the jail, with- 
out his offenſive arms, which he had left below, 
than he deſired to be carried before the juſtice, where 
he had given information againſt the knight, as a 
violater of the publick peace, who ſtrolled about the 
country with unlawful arms, rendering the highways: 
unſafe, encroaching upon the freedom of elections, 
utting his majeſty's licge ſubjects in fear of their 
frown, and, in all probability, harbouring more dan-- 
| | gerous. 
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gerous deſigns under an affected cloak of lunacy. 
FERRET, upon this information, had been releaſed, 


and entertained as an evidence for the king; and 


CRABSHAW was put in the ſtocks; as an idle ſtroller. 
Sir LaunceLor, being ſatisfyed with theſe parti- 
_ culars, addreſſed himſelf to his fellow-priſoners, and 


begged they would communicate what they knew 


reſpecting the worthy magiſtrate, who had been ſo 
premature in the execution of his office. This re- 
queſt was no ſooner ſignified than a crew of naked 
wretches crowded round him, and, like a congre- 
gation of rooks, opened their throats all at once, in 
accuſation of juſtice Gopptzz. The knight was. 
moved at this ſcene, which he could not help com- 
paring, in his own mind, to what would appear up- 


on a much more awful occaſion, when the cries of 


the widow and the orphan, the injured and oppreſſed. 
would be uttered at the tribunal of an unerring judge 
againſt the villainous and inſolent authors of their 
_ calamity. Oo SE > 
When he had, with ſome difficulty, quieted their 
clamours, confined his interrogation to one perſon- 
of a tolerably decent appearance, he learned that 
juſtice GoBBLE, whoſe father was a taylor, had. 
for ſome time ſerved as a journeyman hoſier in Lon- 
don, where he had picked up ſome law-terms, by 


converſing with hackney-writers and attorneys clerks. 


of the loweſt order; that upon the death of his maſ- 
ter, he had inſinuated himſelf into the good graces of 


the widow, who took him for her huſband, ſo that. 


he became a perſon of ſome conſideration, and ſaved 
money apace ; that his pride, increaſing with his 
ſubſtance, was reinforced by the vanity of his wife, 
who perſuaded him to retire from buſineſs, that they. 
might live genteely in the country ; that his father 
dying, and leaving a couple of houſes in this town, 
Mr. GoBBLE. had come doin with. his lady to take 
poſſeſſion, and liked the place ſo well as to make a 
more confiderable purchaſe in the neighbourhood ;, 


that a certain peer being indebted to him a large ſum- 
in the way of his buſineſs, and either unwil ing or 


unable. 
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unable to pay the money, had compounded the debt, 
by inſerting his name in the commiſſion; ſince which 
period his own inſolenee, and his wife's oſtentation, 
had exceeded all bounds; that, in the exertion of 
his authority, he had committed a thouſand acts of 
_ cruelty and injuſtice againſt the poorer ſdrt of people, 
who were unable to call him to a proper account 
that his wife domineered with a more ridiculous 
though lefs pernicious uſurpation, among the females: 
of the place: that, in a word, ſhe was the ſubje&t 
of continual mirth, and he the object of univerſal 
deteſtation. Our adventurer, though extremely well 
diſpoſed to believe what was faid to the prejudice of 
GoBBLE, would not give intire credit to this deſ- 
cription, without firſt inquiring into the particulars 
of his conduct. He therefore aſked the ſpeaker, what 
was the cauſe of this particular complaint. For 
my own part, Sir, (faid he) I lived in repute, and 
kept a ſhop in this here town, well furniſhed with 
a great variety of articles. All the people in the 
place were my cuſtomers ; but what I and many 
others chiefly depended upon, was the extraordinary 
ſale at two annual cuſtomary fairs, to which all the 
country people in the neighbourhood reſorted to lay 
out their money. I had employed all my ſtock, and 
even engaged my credit to procure a large aſſort- 
ment of goods for the Lammas-market ; but having 
given my vote, in the election of a veſtry-clerk, 
contrary to the intereſt of juſtice GopBLE, he reſol- 
ved to work my ruin. He ſuppreſſed the annual 
fairs, by which a great many people, eſpecially pub- 
licans, earned the beſt part of their ſubſiſtance. The 
country people reſorted to another town. I was 
overſtocked with a load of periſhable commodities ; 
and found myſelf deprived of the beſt part of my 
home cuſtomers by the ill-nature and revenge of the 
juſtice, who employed all his influence among the- 
common people, making uſe of threats and promiſes, 
to make them deſert my ſhop, and give their cuſtom- 
to another perſon, whom he ſettled in the ſame bu- 
fineſs under my noſe. Being thus diſabled from 

| | | | making 
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making punQual payments, my commodities ſpoil- 
ing, and my wife breaking her heart, I grew ne 
ligent and careleſs, took to 2 and my affairs 
went to wreck. Being one day in liquor, and pro- 
voked by the fleers and taunts of the man who had 
ſet up againſt me, I ſtruck him at his own door, up- 
on which I was carried before the juſtice, who treat- 
ed me with ſuch inſolence, that I became deſperate, 
and not only abuſed him in the execution of his of- 
fice, but alſo made an attempt to lay violent hands: 
upon his perſon. You know, Sir, when a man is 
both drunk and deſparate, he cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have any command of himſelf. I was ſent hither to 
jail. My creditors immediately ſeized my effects; 
and, as they were not ſufficient to diſcharge my 
debts, a ſtatute of bankruptcy was taken out againſt 
me: ſo that here I muſt lie, until they think proper 
to ſign my certificate, or the parliament ſhall pleaſe 
to paſs an act for the relief of inſolvent debtors.” . 
he next perſon who preſented himſelf in the 
crowd of accuſers was a meagre figure, with a green 
apron, who told the knight that he had kept a pub- 
lic houſe in town for a dozen years and enjoyed a 
gow trade, which was in a great meaſure owing to a 
ittle ground, in which the beſt people of the place 
diverted themſelves occaſionally: that juſtice S. 
BLE, being diſobliged at his refuſing to part with a 
. gelding which he had bred for his own ule, firſt of all 
ſhut up the ſkittle ground; but finding the publican 
ſtill kept his houſe open, he took care that he ſhould 
be deprived of his licenee, on pretence that the num- 
ber of ale-houſes was too great, and that this man' 
had been bred to another employment. The poor 
publican, being thus deprived of his bread; was o- 
bliged to try the ſtay- making buſineſs, to which he 
had ſerved an apprenticeſhip : but being very ill qua- 
lified for his profeſſion, he ſoon fell to decay, and 
contracted debts, in conſequence of which he was 
now in priſon, where he had no other ſupport but 
what aroſe from the labour of his wife, who had 
gone to ſervice. | | 
| The 
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- The next priſoner who preferred his complaint a- 
gainſt the unrighteous judge was a poacher, at whoſe 
ee juſtice GoBBE® had for ſome years connived, 

o as even to ſcreen him from puniſhment, in conſide- 
ration of being ſupplied with game gratis, till at length 

he was diſappointed by accident. His lady had invited 
gueſts to an entertainment, and beſpoke à hare, which 
the poacher undertook to furniſh. He laid his ſnares 
accordingly over night ; but they were diſcovered, 
and taken away by the game keeper of the gentleman 
to whom the ground belonged. All the excuſes the 
poacher could make, proved ineffeQual in appeaſing 
the reſentment of the juſtice and his wi e, at being 
thus diſconcerted. Meaſures were taken to detect - 
the delinquent in the exerciſe of his illicit occupati- 
on: he was committed to ſafe cuſtody ; and his wife, 
with five bantlings, was paſſed to her huſband's ſet- 
tlement in a different part of the country. | | 
A ſtout ſquat fellow, rattling his chains, had juſt 
taken up the ball of accuſation, when Sir LAuxcE- 
LOT was ſtartled with the appearance of a woman, 
whoſe looks and equipage indicated the moſt piteous: 
diſtreſs. She ſeemed to be turned of a middle age, 
was of a lofty carriage, tall, thin, weather-beaten,. 
and wretchedly attired: her eyes were inflamed with 
weeping, and her looks diſplayed that wildneſs and 
culiarity which denote diſtraction. Advancing to 
Sir LaUNCELOT, ſhe fell upon her knees, and claſp- 
ing her hands together, uttered the following rhap- 
ſody in the moſt vehement tone of affliftion; 
Thrice potent, generous, and auguſt emperor, 
here let my knees om to the earth, until thou 
ſhalt do me juſtice on that inhuman caitiff Goꝝ BLE. 
Let him diſgorge my ſubſtance which he hath de- 
voured : let him reſtore to my widowed arms my 
child, my boy, the delight of my eyes, the prop of 
my life, the ſtaff of my ſuſtenance, whom he hath. 
from my embrace, ſtolen, betrayed, ſent into cap- 
tivity, and murdered ! Behold theſe bleeding 
wounds upon his lovely breaſt ! ſee how. they man- 
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ple his lifeleſs coarſe! Horrour ! give me my child, 
n his head ſhall lie upon his Su x v's boſom 
ſhe will embalm him with her tears. Ha! plunge him 
in the deep! ſhall my boy then float ina watry tomb! 
--Juſtice, moſt mighty emperor ! juſtice upon that vil- 
lain who hath ruined us all !—May heaven's dreadful 
vengeance overtake him! may the keen ſtorm of ad- 
verſity ſtrip him of all his leaves and fruit ! may peace 
forſake his mind, and reſt be baniſhed from his pillow, 
ſo that all his days ſhall be filled with reproach and 
ſorrow ; and all his nights be haunted with horrour 
and remorſe ! may he be ſtung by jealouſy without 
cauſe, and maddened by revenge without the means of 
execution ! may all his offspring be blighted and con- 
ſumed, like the mildewed ears of corn, except one 
that ſhall grow up to curſe his old age, and bring his 
hoary head with ſorrow to the grave, as he himſelf. 
has proved a curſe to me and mine !” 
The reſt of the priſoners, — the knight 
extremely ſhocked at her miſery and horrid impre- 
cation, removed het by force from his preſence, and 
conveyed her to another room: while our adventurer 
underwent a violent agitation, and could not for ſome 
minutes compoſe himſelf ſo well as to inquire into 
the nature of this wretched creature's calamity. The 
ſhopkeeper, of whom he demanded this ſatisfaction, 
gave him to underſtand that ſhe was born a gentle- 
woman, and had been well educated : that ſhe mar- 
ried a curate, who did not long ſurvive his nuptials; 
and afterwards became the wife of one OAK EL, a 
farmer, in opulent circumſtances ; that, after twenty 
years cohabitation with ber huſband, be ſuſtained 
ſuch loſſes by the diſtemper among the cattle, as he 
could not repair; and that this reverſe of fortune 
was ſuppoſed to have haſtened his death: that the 
widow, being a woman of ſpirit, determined to kee 
up and manage the farm, with the aſſiſtance of an 
only ſon, a very promiſing youth, who was already 
contracted in marriage with the daughter of another 
wealthy farmer. Thus the mother had a fair proſ- 
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5 2 of 1 affairs of her family, when all 
her hopes were daſhed and deſtroyed by a ridiculous 
pique which Mrs. GogßLE conceived againſt the 
young farmer's ſweet-heart, Mrs. Susan Sepce- 
MOOR. This young woman chancing to be at a 

country aſſembly, where the grave-digger of the 
pariſh acted as maſter of the ceremonies, was called 
out to dance before Miſs GopBLEe, who happen- 
ed to be there preſent alſo with her mother. The 
circumſtance was conftrued into an unpardonable 
affront by the juſtice's lady, -who abuſed the direc- 
tor, in the moſt opprobrious terms, for his inſolence 
and ill manners; and, retiring in a ſtorm of paſſion, 
vowed revenge againſt the ſaucy minx who had pre- 
ſumed to vie in gentility with Miſs GoßBLE. The, 
juſtice entered into her reſentment. The grave-dig- 
ger loſt his place; and Suxy's lover, young OAK E- 
x, was preſſed for a ſoldier. Before his mother 
could take any ſteps for his diſcharge, he was hur- 
ried away to the Eaft Indies, by the induſtry and 
contrivance of the juſtice. Poor Suk wept and 
pined until ſhe fell into a conſumption. The for- 
lorn widow, being thus deprived of her fon, was 
overwhelmed with grief to ſuch a degree, that ſhe 
could no longer manage her concerns. Every thing 
went backward : the ran in arrears with her landlord, 
and the proſpect of bankruptcy aggravated her afflic- 
tion, while it added to her incapacity. In the midſt 
of theſe diſaſtrous circumſtances, news arrived that 
her ſon Greaves had loſt his life in a ſea-engage- 
ment with the enemy; and theſe tidings almoſt in- 
ſtantly deprived her of her reaſon. Then the land- 
lord ſeized for his rent; and ſhe was arreſted at the 
ſuit of juſtice GoBBLE, who had bought up one of 
her debts, in order to diſtreſs her, and now pretend- 
ed that her madneſs was feigned. | 
When the name of Greaves was mentioned our 
adventurer ſtarted, and changed colour; and now 
the ſtory was ended, aſked, with marks of eager 
emotion, if the name of the woman's firſt huſband 


was not WiLrForRD. When the priſoner anſwered 
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in the affirmative, he roſe up, and ſtriking his breaſt, 
« Good heaven! (cried he) the very woman who 
watched over my infancy, and even nouriſhed me 
with her milk !—-—She was my mother's humble 
friend. —Alas ! poor DoxoTar IL how would your 
old miſtreſs grieve to ſee her favourite in this miſer- 
able condition!“ While he pronounced theſe words, 

to the aſtoniſhment of the hearers, a tear ſtole ſoftly 
down each cheek. Then he defired to know if the 
poor lunatic had any intervals of reafon ; and was 
given to underſtand, that ſhe was always quiet, and 
generally ſuppoſed to have the uſe of her ſenſe; ex- 
cept when ſhe was diſturbed by ſome extraordinary 
noiſe, or when any perſon touched upon her misfor- 
tune, or mentioned the name of her oppreſſor, in all 
which caſes ſhe ſtarted out into extravagance and 
frenzy. They likewiſe imputed great part of her 
diſorder to the want of quiet, proper food, and ne- 
ceſſaries, with which ſhe was but poorly ſupplied by 
the cold hand of chance charity. Our adventurer 
was exceedingly affected by the diſtreſs of this wo- 
man, whom de reſolved to relieve; and in propor- 
tion as his commiſeration was excited, his reſent- 
ment roſe againſt the miſcreant, who ſeemed to have 
inſinuated himſelf into the commiſſion of the peace 
on purpoſe to harraſs and oppreſs his fellow-creatures. 
Thus animated he entered into conſultation with 
Mr. Taomas CLARKE concerning the ſteps he ſhould 
take, firſt for their deliverance, and then for proſe- 
cuting and puniſhing the juſtice. In reſult of this 
conference, the knight called aloud for the jaylor, 
and demanded to fee a copy of his commitment, 
that he might know the cauſe of his impriſofiment, 
and offer bail; or, in caſe that ſhould be refuſed, 
move for a writ of Habeas Corpus. The jaylor told 
him the copy of the writ ſhould be forth coming ; 
but after he had-waited ſome time, and repeated Se 
demand before witneſſes, it was not yet produced, 
Mr. CLAREK E then, in a ſolemn tone, gave the jay- 
lor to underſtand, that an officer, refuſing to deliver 
a true copy of the commitment warrant, was liable 
to 
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to the forfeiture of one hundred pounds for the firſt 
offence ; and for the ſecond to a + rfeiture of twice 
that ſum, beſides being diſabled from executing his 
office. | The ei | 
Indeed, it was no eaſy matter to comply with Sir 

.LavnctLerT's demand, for no warrant had been 
granted, nor Ws it now in the power of the juſtice 
to remedy this defect, as Mr. FexxeT had taken 
himſelf away privately, without having communi- 
cated the name and deſignation of the priſoner. A 
circumſtance the more mortifying to the jaylor, as 
he perceived the extraordinary reſpect which Mr. 
CLARKE and the captain payed to the knight, and 
was now fully convinced that he would be dealt 
with according to law. Diſordered with theſe re- 
flections, he imparted them to the juſtice, who had 
in vain cauſed ſearch to be made for FERRET, and 
was now extremely well inclined to ſet the knight 
and his friends at liberty, though he did not at all 
ſuſpeC the quality and importance of our adventurer. 
He could not, however, reſiſt the temptation of 
_ diſplaying the authority of his office; and therefore 
1 the priſoners to be brought before his tribu- 
nal, that, in the capacity of a magiſtrate he might 
give them a ſevere reproof, and proper caution, with 

regard to their future behaviour. 
hey were accordingly led thro” the ſtreet in pro- 
ceſſion, guarded by the conſtable and his gang, fol- 
lowed by CRABSHAw, who had by this time been 
releaſed from the ſtocks, and ſurrounded by a croud 
of people, attracted by curiofity. When they ar- 
rived at the juſtice's houſe, they were detained for 
ſome time in the paſſage ; then a voice was heard, 
commanding the conſtable to bring in the priſoners, 
and they- were introduced to the hall of audience, 
where Mr. GoBBLE fat in judgment, with a crimſon 
velvet night-cap on his head ; and on his right hand 
appeared his lady, puffed up with the pride and in- 
ſolence of her huſband's office, fat, frowzy, and not 
cover clean, well ſtricken in years, without the leaſt 
veſtige of an agreeable feature, having a 1 
| noſe, 
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ndſe, ferret eyes, and imperious aſpect. The juſtice 
| himſelf was a little, affected, pert ptig, who endea- 
voured to ſolemnize his countenance by aſſuming an 
air of conſequence, in which pride, impudence, and 
folly were ſtrangely blended. He aſpired at nothing 
ſo much as the character of an able ſpokeſman; nd 
took all opportunities of holding forth at veſtry and 
quarter-ſeſhons, as well as in the adminiſtration of 
his office in private. He would not, therefore, let 
flip this occaſion of exciting the admiration of his 
hearers, and, in anauthoritative tone, thus addreſſed 
our adventurer : | : 
The laws of this land has provided—T ſays, as 
how proviſion is made by the laws of this here land, 
in reverence to delinquents and manefaQors, where- 
by the _ peace is eee by we magiſtrates, 
who repreſents his majeſty's perſon, better than in- 
e' er a contagious nation under the fun: but, how 
ſoemever, that there king's peace, and this here 
magiſtrate's authority, cannot be adequably and 
identically upheld, if fo be as how criminals eſcapes 
unpuniſhed. Now, friend, you muſt be confiden- 


tious in your own mind, as you are a notorious cri- 


minal, who have treſpaſſed again the laws on divers 
occaſions and importuniues ; if I had a mind to ex- 
erciſe the rigour of the law, according to the autho- 
rity wherewith I am weſted, you and your compa- 
nions in iniquity would be ſewerely puniſhed by the 
ſtatute: but we magiſtrates has a power to litigate 
the ſewerity of juſtice, and ſo I am contented that 
you ſhoulds be mercifully dealt withal, and even diſ- 
miſſed.” br 

To this harangue the knight replied, with a ſolemn 
and deliberate accent, „it I underſtand your mean- 
ing aright, I am accuſed of being a notorious crimi- 
nal; but nevertheleſs you are contented to let me 
eſcape with impunity. IfI am a notorious criminal, 
it is the duty ot you, as a maziſtrate, to bring me 
to condign puniſhment ; and if you allow a criminal 
to £icape unpuniſhed, you are not only unworthy of 
a place in the Ct but become acceſſory to 
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this guilt, and, to all intents and purpoſes, ſocious 


.criminis. With reſpect to your profered mercy, I 
ſhall decline the favour ; nor do J deſerye any indul- 
gence at your hands: for, depend upon it, I ſhall | 
* no mercy to you, in the ſteps I intend to take 


for bringing you to juſtice. I underſtand that you 


have been long hackneyed in the ways of oppreſſion, 
and I have ſeen ſome living monuments of your in- 
humanity of that hereafter. I myſelf have been 
detained in priſon, without cauſe aſl. ned. I have 
been treated with indignity, and inſulted by jailors 
and conſtables, led thro” the ſtreets like a fellon, as 
2 ſpectacle to the multitude, obliged to dance at- 
tendance in your paſſage, and afterwards branded 
with the name of a notorious criminal.—I now de- 
.mand to. ſee the information in conſequence of which 
I was detained in priſon, the copy of the warrant of 
commitment or detainer, and the face of the perſon 
by whom I was accuſed. I inſiſt upon a compliance 
with thefe demands, as. the privileges of a Britiſh 
ſubject; and if it is refuſed, I ſhall ſeek redreſs be- 
Fore a higher tribunal.” 1 

The juſtice ſeemed to be not a little diſturbed at 
this peremptory declaration; which, however, had 


no other effect upon his wife, but that of enraging 


her choler and inflaming her countenance. © Sirrah ! 
ſirrah! (cried ſhe) do you dares to inſult a worſhip- 
ful magiſtrate on the bench? Can you deny that 
you are a vagram, and a dilatory ſort of a perſon ? 
an't the man with the ſatchel made an affidavy 
of it;—If I was my huſband, I'd lay you faſt by 
the heels for your reſumption, and firk you with a 
primineery into the bargain, unleſs you could give 
a better account of yourielf—I would.” 
GoBBLE, encouraged by this fillip, reſumed his 
petulance, and proceeded in this manner :—* Heark 
ye, friend, I might, as Mrs. GossLe very juſtly 
obſerves, trounce you for your audacious behaviour ; 
but I ſcorn to take fuch advantages: howſomever, 
1 ſrall make you give an account of yourſelf and 
your companions ; tor I believes as how you are all 
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in a gang, and all in a ſtory, and s you may 
be found one day all in 4 — 2 oy 
friend? What is your ſtation and degree?“ „I am 
a gentleman,” replied the knight. Ay, that is 
Engliſh for a ſorry fellow, (faid the juſtice.) Every 

idle vagabond, who has neither home nor habitation, 
trade nor profeſſion, deſigns himſelf a gentleman. | 
But I muſt know how you hve ?” «© Upon my means,” 
„ What are your means?“ © My eſtate.“ Whence 
doth it ariſe?” From inheritance.” © Your eſtate 
lies in braſs, and that you have inherited from na- 
ture: but do you inherit lands and tenements-?” 
„% Yes.” „ But they are neither here nor there, I 
doubt. Come, come, friend, I ſhall bring you 
about preſently.” Here the examination was inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Mr. FirLeT the ſurgeon, 
who chancing to pits, and ſeeing a croud about the 
door, went in to ſatisfy his cariolty. | 


* 
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CHAP. XI... 
Which fhews there are more ways to kill a dog than 
V Hanging. 


M* FiLLET no ſooner appeared in the judg- 
VI ment-chamber of juſtice GopsLE than cap- 
tain CRowe,, ſeizing him by the hand, exclaimed, 
« Body o'me doctor, thou'rt come up in the nick 
of time to lend us a hand in putting about —We'er a 
little in the ſtays here but howſomever we've got a 
good pilot, who knows the coaſt; and can weather 
the point, as'the faying is. As for the enemy's veſ- 
fel, ſhe has had a ſhot or two already a-thwart her 
fore-foot ; the next, I do ſuppoſe, will ſtrike the 
hutt, and then you'll ſee her taken all a-back.“ 
The doctor, who perfectly underſtood his, dialect, 
affured him he might depend upon his aſſiſtance 
and advancing to the knight, aecoſted him in theſe 
words: Str LaunceLorT Greaves, your moſt 

MR RE | humble 
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humble ſervant. —When I ſaw a croud at the door, 
I little thought of * you within, treated with 
ſuch indignity.— Vet, I can't help being pleaſed 
with an opportunity of proving the eſteem and vene- 
ration I have for your perſon and character: you 
will do me a particular pleaſure in oommanding my 
beſt ſervice.” | | 1 7 


Our adventurer thanked him for this inſtance of 
his friendſhip, which he told him he would uſe-with- 
out heſitation; and defired he would procure imme- 
diate bail for him and his two friends, who had been 
' impriſoned, contrary to law, without any cauſe aſ- 
ſigned. During this ſhettdialogue, the juſtice, who 
had heard of Sir LaunceLor's family and fortune, 
though an utter ſtranger to his perſon, was ſeized 
with ſuch pangs of terror and compunction, as a 
groveling mind may be ſuppoſed to have felt in ſuch 
circumſtances ; and they ſeemed to produce the ſame 
unſavoury effects that are ſo humourouſly delineated 
by the inimitable HocarTH in the print of FELIX 
on his tribunal, done in the Dutch ſtyle. Neverthe- 
leſs, ſeeing FiLLET retire to execute the knight's 
commands, he recollected himſelf ſo far as to tell the 
priſoners there was no occaſion to give themſelves 
any further trouble ; for he would releaſe them with- 
out bail or mainprize. Then diſcarding all the in- 
ſolence from his features, and aſſuming an aſpect of 
the moſt humble adu ation, he begged the knight 
ten thouſand pardons tor the freedoms he had taken, 
which were intirely owing to his ignorance of Sir 
LaunceLoT's quality. Yes, I'll aflure you; Sir 
(faid the wife,) my huſband would have bit off his 
tongue, rather than ſay black is the white of your 
eye, if fo be he had known your capacity.——Thank 
God, we have been uſed to deal with gentle folks, 
and many's the good pound we have loſt by them: 
but what. of that? Sure we know how to behave to 
our betters. . Mr. GoBBLE, thanks be to God, can 
defy the whole world to prove that he ever ſaid an 
uncivil word, or did a rude thing to a gentleman, 
knowing him to be a perſon of fortune. Indeed, as 
„ | to 
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to your poor gentry and riff-raff, your tag, rag, and 
* ach 4 — — * — has 
always behaved like a magiſtrate, and treated them 
with the rigour of authority.” „ In other words 
(faid the knight) he has tyrannized over the poor, 
and connived at the vices of the rich: your huſband 
is little obliged to you for this confeſſion, woman.” 
Woman! (cried Mrs. GoßsLE, impurpled with 
wrath, and fixing her hands on her ſides by way of 
d-fiance) I ſcorn-your words. Marry come up, wo- 
man! quotha : no more a woman than your woſhip.” 
Then burſting into tears, © Huſband (continued ſhe,) 
if you had the ſoul of a louſe, you would not ſuffer me 
to be abuſed at this rate: you- would not fit ſtill on 
the bench, and hear your ſpouſe called ſuch contemp- - 
tible epitaphs. Who cares for his title and his knight- 
ſhip? — and I, huſband, knew ea taylor that was 
made a knight: but, thank God, I have noblemen to 
ſtand by me, with their privilegs and beroguetifs.” 
At this inſtant Mr. FILLE IT returned with his 
friend, a practitioner in the law, who freely offered 
to join in bailing our adventurer, and the other two 


riſoners, for any ſum that ſhould be required. The 


juſtice, perceiving the affair began to grow more and 
more ſerious, declared that he would diſcharge the 
warrants, and diſmiſs the priſoners. Here Mr. 
CLARx E interpoſing, obſerved, that againſt the knight 
no warrant. had been granted, nor any information 
ſworn to ;. conſequently, as the juſtice had not com- 
plied with the form of proceeding directed by ſtatute, 
the impriſonment was coram non judice, and void. 
Right, Sir, (ſaid the other lawyer, ) if a juſtice com- 
mits a fellon for trial, without 2 the pro- 
ſecutor to the aſſizes, he ſhall be fined.” —And again 
(cried CLARK E,) if a juſtice iſſues a warrant for com- 
mitment, where there is no accuſation, action will 
lie againſt the juſtice.” Moreover, (replied the ſtran- 
ger, ) if a juſtice of peace is guilty of any miſdemea- 
nour in his office, information lies againſt him in 
Banco Regis, where he ſhall be puniſhed by fme and 
i impriſon 
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| impriſonment.” . And beſides (reſumed the accurate 


Tou, ) the fame court will grant an information a- 
gainſt a juſtice of peace, on motion, for ſending even 
a ſeryant to the houſe of correction, or common: jail, 
without ſufficient cauſe.” << True! (exclaimed the 
other limb of the law,) and for contempt of law, 
attachment may be had againſt juſtices of peace in 
Banco Regis. A juſtice of peace was fined a thouſand 
marks for corrupt practiſes.“ With theſe words ad- 
vancing to Mr. CLARKE, he ſhook him by the hand, 
with the appellation of brother, laying, doubt 
the juſtice has got into a curſed hovel.“ Mr. Gog BLE 
himſelf ſeemed to be of the ſame opinion. He 
changed colour ſeveral times during the remarks 


which the lawyers had made; and now, declaring 
that the gentlemen were at liberty, begged, in the 
moſt humble phreſe, that the company would eat a 
bit of mutton with him, and after dinner the affair 
might be amicably compromiſed. To this propoſal 
© our adventurer replied,.in a grave and reſolute tone, 
« if your acting in the commiſſion as a juſtice of the 
peace concerned my on particular only, perhaps 1 
thould wave any farther enquiry, and reſent your 
inſolence no other way but by filent contempt. If I 
thought the errors of your adminiſtration proceeded 
from a good intention, defeated by want of under- 
ſtanding, I ſhould pity your ignorance, and, in e m- 
; paſſion, adviſe you to deſiſt from acting a part for 
which you are fo il: qualified: but the prepoſterous 
conduct of ſuch a man deeply affects the intereſt of the 
community, eſpecially that part of it which, from its 
helpleſs ſituation, is the more intitled to our protecti- 
on and aſſiſtance. I am moreover convinced, that your 
miſconduct is not ſo much the conſequence of an un- 
informed head, as the poiſonous iſſue of a malignant 
heart, devoid of humanity, inflamed with pride, 
and rankling with revenge. The common priſon of 
this little town is filled with the miſerable objects of 
your cruelty and oppreſſion. Inſtead of protecting 
the helpleſs, reſtraiging the hands of violence, pre- 
750 : 8 EE 
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ſerving the public tranquillity, and acting as a father” 
to the poor, according to the intent and meaning of 
that inſtitution of which you arean unworthy member, 
you have diſtreſſed the widow and the orphan, given 
a looſe to all the inſolence of office, embroiled your 
neighbours by fomenting ſuits and animoſities, and 
layed the tyrant among the indigent and forlorn. 
You have abuſed the authority with which you 
were inveſted, intailed a reproach upon your e. 
and, inſtead of being ee as a bleſſing vou ate 
deteſted as a curſe among your fellow- creatures. This, 
indeed, is generally the cafe of low fellows, who 
are thruft into the magiſtracy without ſentiment, edu- 
cation or capacity. Among. other inſtances of your 
iniquity, there is now in priſon an undappy woman, 
finitely your ſuperior in the advantages of birth, 
ſenſe,” and education, whom you have, even without 
rovocation, perſecuted to ruin and diſtraction, after 
3 illegally and inhumanly kidnapped her only 
child, and expofed him to violent death in a foreign 
land. Ah caitiff! if you were to forego all the 
comforts of lite, diſtribute your means among the. 
poor, and do the ſevereſt penance that ever piieſt-- 
craft preſcribed, for the reſt of your Gays, you could 
not atone ſor the ruinof that hapleſs family ; a family: 
through whoſe ſides you cruelly and perfidiouſiy 
ftabbed the heart of an innocent young woman, to 
gratify the pride and diabolical malice of that wretch- 
ed low-bred woman, who now fits at your right hand 
as the aſſociate of your power and preſumption. Oh! 
if ſuch a deſpicable reptile ſhall annoy mankind with: 
impunity, it ſuch a deſpicable miſcreant ſhall have it 
in his power to do ſuch deeds of inhumanity and op- 
preſſion, what avails the law? Where is our admired 
conſtitution, the freedom, the ſecurity of the ſubjeQ, 
the boaſted humanity ef the Britiſh nation? Sacred 
Heaven! if there was no human inftitution to take 
cognizance of ſuch atrocious crimes, I would liſten to 
the dictates of eternal Juſtices, and, aranng myſelf. 
* 8 with 
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with the right of nature, exterminate ſuch villaing 
from the face of the earth !” 

Theſe laſt words he pronounced in ſuch a ftrain, 
while his eyes lightened with indignation, that Gon- 
BLE and his wife underwent the moſt violent agitati- 
on ; the. conſtable's teeth chattered in his head, the 
jailor trembled, and the whole audience was over- 
whelmed with confternation. ; 

After a ſhort pauſe, Sir LaunceroT proceeded in 
a mi der ftrain: * Thank Heaven, the laws of this 
country have exempted me from the diſagreeable taſk 
— 14 of ſuch an execution. To them we ſhall have imme- 
1 diate recouiſe, in three ſeparate actions againſt you 
for falſe impriſonment; and any other perſon who has 
been injured by your arbitrary and wieked proceedings, 
| in me ſhall find a warm protector, until you ſhall be 
| 3 from the commiſſion with diſgrace, and haue 
J made ſuch retaliation as your circumſtances will allow 

for the wrongs you have done the community“ 
>: In order to compleat the mortification and terror of 
the juſtice, the lawyer, whoſe name was FenTon, 
declared, that, to his certain knowledge, theſe actions 
would be reinforced with divers proſecutions ior cor- 
rupt practices, which hath lain dormant until ſome 
perſon of courage and influence ſhould take the lead 
againſt juſtice GopBBLE, who was the more dreaded 
as he ated under the patronage of Lord SyarPiNG- 
TON. By this time ſear had deprived the juſtice and 
his help-mate of the faculty of ſpeech. They were 
indeed almoſt petrified with diſmay, and made no 
effort to ſpeak, when Mr. FiLLET, in the rear of the 
knight, as he retired with his company, took his 
leave of them in theſe words : 
& And now, Mr. juſtice, to dinner with what ap- 
petite you may.” Our Adventurer, though warm- 

ky invited to Mr. FenTox's houſe, repaired to a 

public inn, where he thought he ſhould be more at 

' his eaſe, fully determined to puniſh and depoſe Gos- 

BLE from his magiſtracy, to effect a general goal-de- 

livery of all the debtors whom he had found in con- 

n finement ; 
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finement; and, in particular, to reſcue poor Mrs. 
OaxreLy from tlie miſerable circumſtances in which 
ſhe was involved... 
In the mean time, he inſiſted upon entertaining 
his friends at dinner, during which many fallies of 
ſea-wit and good humour paſſed between — 0 
CROW E and doctor FiLLET, which laft had juſt re- 
turned from a neighbouring village, whither he was 
ſummoned to fiſh a man's yard-arm which had 
ſnapt in the ſlings. Their enjoyment, however, was 
ſuddenly interrupted by a loud ſcream from the 
kitchen, whither Sir Launceror immediately 
ſprung, with equal eagerneſs and agility. There he 
* the landlady, who was a woman in years, em- 
bracing a man dreſſed in a- ſailor's jacket, . while ſne 
exclaimed, It is thy on fleſn and blood, ſo ſure as 
I'm a living, ſoul. | Ah; por GrEaAvesS, 
poor Greaves; many a poor heart has 8 for 
thee!” To this ſalutation the youth ' replied,** I'm 
ſorry for that, miſtreſs. How does poor mother? * 
how does SUK Y' SEDGEMORE.”. 
The good woman. of the houſe” could not help 
ſhedding tears: at theſe interrogations ; While Sir 
Lux cEror, interpoſing, ſaid,” not without emoti- 
on, I perceive you are the ſon of Mrs. OAK ELI TXT 
Your mother is in a bad ſtate of health; but in me you 
will find a real parent Perceiving that the young man 
eyed him with aſtoniſhment, he gave him to under- - 
ſtand, that his name was LaunctLot Greaves. - 
. OaxEgLy no ſooner heard theſe words pronounced, 
than he fel upon his knees, and ſeizing the knight's - 
hand, kiſſed it eagerly, crying, ** God for ever bleſs - 
your. honour:: I am your name: ſon, ſure enough ——- 
but what of that? I can earn my bread, without be- 


* 


ing beholden to any man.“ 


When the knight raiſed him up; he turned to the 
woman of the houſe, ſaying, © I want to ſee mother, 

I'm afraid. as how times are hard with her; and 1 

have ſaved ſume money for her uſe.“ This inſtance-- 

Q of Hlial duty brought tears into the eyes ofour ad- 
2 b | F. 5 venturer, > 
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venturer, who aſſured him his mother ſhould be care- 
fully attended, and want for nothing: but that it 
would be very improper to ſee her at preſent, as the 


. ſurprize might ſhock her too Much, conſidering that 


the believed him dead. Ey, indeed, (cried the land- 
lady) we were all of the opinion, being as the 
report went that poor Gxraves OAK ELN was killed 
in battle.“ Lord miftreſs, (ſaid OaxeLy) there 
wa'n't a word of truth in it, PII aſſure you—— What, 
' Oye think I'd tell a lie about the matter? Hurt I was, 
to be ſure ; but that don't ſignify : we gave 'em as 
899d as they brought, and ſo parted —Well, if 
o be I can't ſee mother, PY-go and have ſome chat 
with SuxzyY.—What d'ye look fo glum far; the an't 
married, is ſhe? * No, no, (replied the woman) not 
married ; but almoſt heart-broken. Since thou waſt 
gone, ſhe has done nothing -but ſighed, and wept, 
and pined herſelf into a decay. I'm afraid thou haſt 
come home too late to fave her life.” 5 

OAkELx's heart was not proof againſt this infor- 
mation. Burſting into tears, he exclaimed, «« O 
my dear, ſweet gentle Suxtvy! have I then lived 
to be the death of her whom I loved more than the 
whole world! He would have gone inſtantly to her 
father's. houſe ; but was reftrained by the knight 
and his company, who had now. joined him in the 
kitchen. The young man was ſeated at table, and 
gave them to underſtand, that the ſhip to which he 
belonged having arrived in England, be was indulged 
with a month's leave to ſee his relations; and that 
he had received about fifty pounds in wages and 
prize money. After dinner, juſt as they began to 
deliberate upon the meaſures to be taken againſt Gop- 
LE, that gentleman arrived at the inn, and hum 
bly craved admittance. FiLLET, ſtruck with a ſud- 
den idea, retired into another apaitment with the 
young farmer; while the juſtice, being admitted 
to the company, declared that he came to propoſe 
terms of accommodation. He accordingly offered 
ts alk pardon of Sir Laux cETLor in the public pa- 
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pers, and pay fifty pounds to the poor of the Pa- 


riſh, as an atonement for his miſbehaviour, pro- 
vided the knight and his friends word grant him a 
general releaſe. Our adventurer told him, he would 
willingly wave all perſonal conceſſions; but, as the 
caſe concerned the community, he inſiſted upon his 
leaving off acting in the commiſſion, and making ſa- 
tisfaction to the parties he had injured and oppreſſed. 
This declaration introduced a diſcuſſion, in the cdurle 
of which the juſtice's petulance began to revive ;: 
when F1LLET, entering the room, told them he had 
a reconciling meaſure to propoſe, if Mr. GosBLe- 
would for a few minutes withdraw. He roſe up im- 
mediately, and was ſhewn into the room which Fit-- - 
LET had prepared for his reception. While he fat 
muſing on this untoward adventure, ſo big with dif-- 
N and diſappointment, young OAx EL, accord- 
ing to the inſtructions he had received, appeared all 
at once before him, pointing to a ghaftly wound 
which the doctor had painted on his forehead. The 
apparition no ſooner preſented itſelf to the eyes of 
GoBBLE, than, taking it for granted it was the fpirit- 
of the young farmer whoſe death he had occafioned,. 
ke roared aloud, Lord have mercy upon us!” and. 
fell inſenſible on the floor. There being found by the 
company, to whom FitLeT had communicated his 
contrivance, he was conveyed to bed, where he lay 
fome time before he recovered the perfect uſe of 
his ſenſes. Then he earneſtly deſired to fee the knight, 
and aſfured him he was ready to comply with his 
terms, inaſmuch as he believed he had not long to 
live. Advantage was immediately taken of this-ſalu- 
tary diſpoſition. He bound himſelf not to act as a juſ- 
tice of the peace, in any part of Great-Britain, under 
the penalty of five thouſand 8 He burned Mrs. 
Oak EUr's note; paid the debis of the ſhopkeeper; 
undertook to compound thoſe of the publican, and to 
ſettle him again in his buſineſs ; and finally diſcharg- 
ed them all from priſon, paying.the dues out of his: 
bwn pocket. Theſe ſteps being taken with peculiar: 
5 eagerneſa, 
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eagernefs, he was removed to his own houſe, where 
he aſſured his wife he had ſeen, a viſion that prognoſ- 
.. ticated his death; and had immediate recourſe to the 
_ . curate of the Pariſh for ſpiritual conſolation. 
The moſt intereſting part of the taſk. that now re- 
- mAined, was to make the widow OAK EL acquaint- 
ed with her good fortune, in ſuch a manner as might 
leaſt diſturb her ſpirits, already but too much diſcom-. 
poſed. For this purpoſe they, choſe the landlady, who, 
after having received proper direQions how to re- 
gulate her conduct, viſited her in priſon the ſame 
evening. Finding her quite calm, and her reflection 
perfectly reſtored, ſſie began with exhorting her to. 
ut her truſt in providence, which would never for- 
fake the cauſe of the injured widow. and fatherleſs : 
ſhe promiſed to aſſiſt and befriend her on all occaſions, 
as pere abflities would reach: ſhe gradually turn- 
ed the converſation upon the family of the GxRAvESsH 
and by degrees informed her, that Sir LAuxckLOr, 
having learned her fituation, was determined to ex- 
tricate her from all her troubles. Perceiving her 
aſtoniſhed; and deeply affected at this intimation, ſte - 
artfully. ſhifted the diſcourſe, recommended reſigna- 
tion to the divine will, and obſerved that this. circum- 
ftance ſeemed to be an earneſt of further happineſs. _ 
« Oh! I'm. incapable. of receiving more]! (cried the 
diſconſolate widow, with ſtreaming eyes) ——Yet I: 
ought not to, be ſurprized at any bleſſing that flows. 
from that quarter. The familyof Gzxeaves were 
always virtuous, humane, and beneyolent——This- 
_ young gefitleman's mother was my dear lady and 
Lenefaciols:. — he himſelf was ſuckled at theſe - 
breaſt.—O! he was the ſweeteſt, comlieſt, beſt: 
conditioned babe! I loved not my own GREAVES 
with greater affection but he, alas! is now no 
more!“ Have patience, good neighbour, (ſaid 
the landlady of the White Hart) that is more than 
you have any right to affirm.—All that you know of 


the matter is by gomMmon report, and common re- 
port E: beſides, I can tell you I. 
| have 
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have ſeen a liſt of the men that were killed in admi- 
ral P——'s ſhip, when he fought the French in the 
Eaft Indies —1 your ſon was not. in the number.“ 
To this intimation ſhe replied, after a. conſiderable 
pauſe, Don't, my ws neighbour, don't feed me 
with falſe hope. My poor Ts too certainly 
eriſhed in a foreign land—yet he is happy : 
had he lived to ſee me in this condition, grief would 
ſoon have put a period to his days.“ I tell you. 
then, (cried the viſitant) he is not dead. I have ſeen 
a letter that mentions. his being well fiace the. battle. 
Lou ſhall come along with-me—you are no longer a: 
priſoner ;. but ſball live at © hone: comfortably, . 
till your affairs are ſettled to your with.” | 
| "The. nome widow followed her in filent. aftoniſh-- 
ment, and was immediately accommodated with ne-- 
ceſſaries. SOT ERS | 
Next morning her hoſteſs: proceeded. with her in 
the ſame cautious.manner, until ſhe was aſſured that. 
Her ſon had returned. Being duly prepared, ſhe was 
bleſſed with. a fight of poor Gaze aves, and fainted: 


- 


away in his arms. 


We ſhall not dwell upon this tender ſcene, becauſe: 
it is but a ſecondary concern in the hiſtory of our 
knight-errant : let it ſuffice to ſay, their mutual 
happineſs was unſpeakable. She was afterwards viſir 
ted by Sir LA ux cELOr, whom ſhe. no ſooner beheld, 
than, ſpringing forwards with all the eagerneſs of 
maternal affection, ſhe claſped him to her breaſt, crys 
ing, © My dear child! my LaunceLor ! my pride! 
my darling my kind benefaQor ! This 1s not the firſt 
time I have hugged. you in theſe arms O] you are 
the very image of Sir EvexHaRD in his youth; but. 
you have got the eyes, the complexion, the ſweet- 

_ neſs, and complacency of my dear and ever-honour- 
ed lady.” This was not the ſtrain of hireling praiſe ; . 
but the genuine tribute of eſteem and admiration, . 
As ſuch, it could not but be agreeable to our hero, 
who undertook to procure OAK ELx's diſcharge, 
and ſettle him in a comfortable, farm. on his own. 
eſtate. | 


a 


In 
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In the mean time, Gxzaves went with a heavy 
heart to the houſe of farmer 88 DGEMORE, where he 
found Suk EY, who had been prepared for his recep- 
tion, in a tranſport of joy, though very weak, and 

eatly emaciated. Nevertheleſs, the return of her 
| Arora eart had ſuch an happy effect on her conſtitu- 
tion, that in a few weeks her health was. perfectly 
reſtored. . 5 | 

This adventure of our knight was crowned with 
every happy circumſtance that could give pleaſure to- 
a generous mind. The priſoners were releafed, and 
reinſtated in their former occupations. The juſtice 

rformed his articles from fear ; and afterwards 
turned over a new leaf from remorſe. Young 
OakELY was married to SUKEY, with whom he. 
received a conſiderable portion. The new-married 
couple found a farm ready ſtocked for them on the 
knight's- eftate ; and the mother enjoyed a happy: 
retreat in the character of the houſekeeper at. 

Greaveſburg-hall. 5 | 


8 


CHAP. XIII. 


In which our Nui ht is tantalized with a. tranſient 
| | ** of felicity. 


HE ſucceſs of our adventurer, which we have 
| particularized in the laſt chapter, could not 
fail of inhiancing his character, not only among thoſe = 
who knew him, but alſo among the people of the 
town to whom he was an utter ſtranger. The po- 
pulace ſurrounded the houſe, and teltified their ap- 
probation in loud huzzas. Captain CRoWE was 
more than ever inſpired with veneration for his ad- 
mired patron, and more than ever determined to 
purſue his footſteps in the road of chivalry. FII- 
LET, and his friend the lawyer, could not help con- 
ceiving an affection, and even a profound efteem, 
for the exalted virtue, the perſon, and the accom- 
| | plwKwiůſhments 
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pliſhments of the knight, daſhed as they were with, 
a mixture of extravagance and infanity. Even Sir 
EaunceLoT himſelf was elevated to raordina- 
ry degree of ſelf-complacency on the fortunate iſſue 
of his adventure, and became more and more per- 
fuaded that a knight-errant's profeſſion might be ex- 
erciſed, even in England; to the advantage of the com 
munity. The only perſon of the company who ſeem- 
ed unanimated with the general fatisfaction was Mr. 
Tromas CLARKE. He had, not without good rea- 
fon, laid it down as a maxim, that knight-errantry 
and madneſs were ſynonimous terms; and that 4 | 

neſs, though exhibited in the moſt advantageous and. 
agreeable light, could not change its. nature, but muſt 
continue a perverſion of ſenſe to the end of the chap- 
ter. He perceived the additional impreſſion which. 
the brain of his uncle had ſuſtained, from the happy 
manner in which the benevolence of Sir Launce- 
Lor had fo latel operated and began to fear it 
would be, in a little time, quite — to have re- 
courſe to a commiſſion of lunacy, which might not 
only diſgrace the family of the Co NES, but alſo- 
tend to invalidate the . which the captain 

had already made in favour of our young lawyer. 
Perplexed with. theſe cogitations, Mr. CRBARKE 
ap d to our adventurer's own reflection. He 
expatiated upon the bad conſequences that would 
attend his uncle's perſeverance in the execution of a 
ſcheme ſo foreign to his faculties; and intreated 
him, for the love of God, to divert him from his 
purpoſe, either by arguments or authority; as, of 
all mankind, the knight alone had gained ſuch an 
aſcendency over his ſpirit, that he would liſten to 
his exhortations with reſpect and ſubmiſſion. Our 
adventurer was not ſo. mad, but that he ſaw and 
owned the rationality of theſe remarks. He readily 
undertook to employ all his influence with Cxowe 
to diſſuade him from his extravagant deſign ; and 
ſeized the firſt opportunity of being alone with the 
captain, to ſignify his ſentiments on this ſubject. 
Captain 


ms The ADVENTURES of: 


Captain Crowe (ſaid he,) you are then determi- 
ned to proceed in the courſe of knight-errantry?“ 
L am, (replied the ſeaman) with God's help, dye 
ſee, and the aſſiſtance of wind and weather —.“ 
«© What, do'ſt thou talk of wind and weather! (cried- 
the knight, in an elevated tone of affected tranſport :) _ 
without the help of Heaven, indeed, we are all va- 
nity, _— weakneſs, and wretchedneſs; but 
if thou art reſolved to embrace the life of an errant, . 
let me not hear thee ſo much as whiſper a doubt, a 
wiſh; an hope, or ſentiment, with roles to any o- 
ther obſtacle, which wind or weather, fire or water, 
ſword or famine, danger or diſappointment, may 
throw in the way of thy. career. When the duty of 
thy profeſſion calls, thou muſt ſingly ruſh upon innu- - 
merable. hoſts of armed men: thou muſt ſtorm the 
breach in the mouth of batteries loaded with death 
and deſtruction, while, every ſtep thou moveſt, thou 
art expoſed to the horrible exploſion of ſubterranean 
mines, which, being ſprung, will whirl thee aloft- 
in air, a mangled corſe, to feed the fowls'of heaven. 
Thou muſt leap, into. the abyfs of diſmal. caves and. 
caverns, replete with poiſonous toads and hiſſing ſer- 
pents. Thou muſt plunge into ſeas of burning ſul- 
hur ; chou muſt launch upon the ocean in a crazy 
1 when the foaming billows roll mountain high, 
when the lightning flaſhes, the thunder roars, and. 
the howling tempeſt blows, as if it would commix 
the jarring elements of air and water, earth and. 
fire, and reduce all nature to the. original anarchy 

of chaos. Thus involved, thou muſt turn thy prow- 
full againſt the. fury of the ſtorm, and ſtem the boiſ- 
terous ſurge to thy deſtined port, though at the.dif- - 
tance of a thouſand. leagyes—thou: muſt— 

« Avaſt, avaſt, brother, (exclaimed the.impatient- 
CrxowE) you've got into the high latitudes, d'ye. 
ſee : —if ſo. be as.you ſpank it away at that rate, a- 
dad, I can't continue in tow—-we muſt caſt off the 
rope, or ware timbers.— As for your oſts and 
breeches, and bu;ling aloft, d'ye ſee, your * 

8 and. 
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and caverns, whiſtling tuoads and ſerpents, burning 
brimſtone and foaming billows, we muſt take our hap ; 
J value 'em not a rotten ratline,— but, as for failing 
in the wind's eye, brother, you muſt give me leave 
—no offence, ey pretend to be a thorough- 
bred ſeaman, d'ye ſee—and I'll be damned if you, or 
_ e'er an errant that broke biſcuit, ever failed in a 
three-maſt veſſel within five points of the wind, al- 
lowing for variation and lee way.—-No, no, brother, 
none of your tricks upon travellers—T a'n't now to 
learn my compaſs.” Tricks! (cried the knight, 
ſtarting up, and laying his hand on the — of 
his ſword) what! ſuſpect my honour !“ | 
Crows, ſuppoſing him to be really incenſed, inter- 
rupted him with great earneſtneſs, ſaying, © Nay, 
don't what a-pize !—--adds buntlines!—I did n't 
go to give you the lie, brother, ſmite my limbs: 1 
only ſaid as how to far in the wind's eye was impoſ- 
fible—” „And I fay unto thee, (reſumed the 
knight) nothing is impoſſible to a true knight errant, 
inſpired and animated by love.” „And ' ſay unto 
thee, (hollowed Crowe) if fo be as how love pre- 
tends to turn his hawſe-holes to the wind, he's no 
ſeaman, d'ye ſee, but a ſnotty-noſe lubberly boy. 
that knows not a cat from a capſtan——a-don't.” 
„He that does nat believe that love is an infallible 
pilot, muſt not embark upon the voyage of chivalry ; 
for, next to the protection of Heaven, it is from 
love that the knight derives all his proweſs and glo- 
ry. The bare name of his 8 his 
arm: the remembrance of her beauty intuſes in his. 
breaſt the moſt heroic ſentiments of courage, while 
the idea of her chaſtity hedges him round like a 
charm, and renders him 9 to the ſword 
of his antagoniſt. A knight without a miſtreſs is a 
meer non- entity, or at leaſt a monſter in nature, a 
pilot without compaſs, a ſhip without rudder, and 
muſt be driven to and fro upon the waves of diſcom- 
fiture and diſgrace.” * An that be all, (replied the 
failor) I told you before as how I've got a _ 
Art, 
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heart, as true a hearted girl as ever ſwung in canyas, 
What tho'f ſhe = have ftarted a hoop: in rol- 
ling—that fignifies nothing—Pl warrant her tight 
as a nut-ſhell.” She muſt, in your opinion, be a 
e either of beauty or virtue, Now, as you 
have given up the laſt, you muſt uphold her charms: 
unequalled, and her perſon without a parallel.“ T 
do, I do uphold ſhe will ſail upon a parallel, as well 
as eber a frigate that was rigged to the northward of 
fifty.” At that rate ſhe muſt rival the attractions 
of her whom I adore ; but that, I ſay, is impoſſible: 
the perfections of my AvxELia are altogether ſu- 

rnatural ; and as two ſuns cannot ſhine together 
in the ſame ſphere with equal ſplendour, ſo ] affirm, - 
and will prove with my body, that your miſtreſs, 
in compariſon with mine, is as a glow-worm to the: 
meridian ſun, a ruſh light to the full moon, or a 
ſtale mackarel's eye to a pearl bf orient.” -* Heavrkye, 
brother, you might give good words, however : an 
we once fall a-jawing, d'ye ſee, I can heave. out as. 
much bilge water as another; and fince you beſmear 
my ſweetheart BESSELLA, I can as well bedaub your 
miſtreſs AuRELIA, whom I value no more than old 
junk, pork ſluſh, or ſtinking ſtockfiſh.?ꝰ Enough, 
enough—--ſuch blaſphemy ſhall not paſs unchaſtiſed. 
In conſideration of our having fed from the fame: 
table, and maintained together a friendly, tho' ſhort 
intercourle; I will not demand the combat before 
you- are duly prepared. Proceed to the firſt great 
town where you can be furniſhed with horſe and 
barnefling, with arms offenſive and defenſive ; pro- 
vide a truſty ſquire, aſſume a motto and device 
declare yourſelf a fon of chivalry ; and proclaim the 
excellence of her who rules your heart. I ſhall fetch 
a compaſs ; and whereſoever we may chance to meet, 
let us engage with equal arms in mortal combat, 
that ſhall decide and determine this diſpute.” 

So ſaying, our adventurer ſtalked with great ſolem- 
nity into another apartment; while CRowe, being 
ſufficiently writated, ſnapped his fingers in token of 
. defiance. 
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defiance. Honeſt Co thought himſelf ſcurvily 
uſed by a man whom he had cultivated with ſuch hu- 
mility of veneration; and, after an incoherent ejacula- 
tion of ſea-oaths, went in queſt of his ew, in order 
to make him acquainted with this unlucky tranſaction. 
In the mean time Sir LaunczLoT, having order- 
ed ſupper, retired into his own chamber, and gave 
a looſe to the moſt tender emotions of his heart. 
He recollected all the fond ideas which had been 
excited in the courſe of his correſpondence with the 
charming AvzxeErtra- He remembered, with hor- 
ror, the cruel letter he had received from that young 
lady, containing a formal renunciation of his at- 
tachment ſo unſuitable to the whole tenout of her 
character and conduct. He revolved the late ad- 
ventute of the coach, and the declaration of Mr. 
CLARKE, with equal eagerneſs and aſtoniſhment z 
and was ſeized with the moſt ardent deſire of un- 
ravelling a myſtery ſo intereſting to the predominant 
paſſion of his heart, — All theſe mingled conſidera- 
tions produced a kind of ferment in the economy 
of his mind, which ſubſided into a profound reverie, 
compounded of hope and perplexity. 1 755 
From this trance he was waked by the arrival of 
his ſquire, who entered the room with the blood 
trickling over his noſe, and ſtood before him with- 
out ſpeaking. When the knight aſked whoſe liver 
was that he wore, he replied, © *Tis your honour's 
own livery ;'——1 received it on your account, and 
hope as you will quit the ſcore.” Then he proceed- 
ed to informa his maſter, that two officers of the ar- 
my having come into the kitchen, inſiſted upon hay- 
ing for hole ſupper the victuals which Sir La ux- 
CELOT had beſpoke 3-and that he the ſquire, object - 
ing to the propoſal, one of them had ſeiſed the pro- 
ker, and baſted him with his on blood; that when 
he told them he belonged to a knight errant, and 
threatned them with the vengeance of his maſter, 
they curſed and abuſed him, calling him Sancno- 
Panza, and ſuch dogs names; and bade him me 
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His maſter Dow Qvicksor, that, if he made any 
' noiſe, they would confine him to his cage, and lie 
with his miſtreſs DuLCI NEA. To be fure, fir, 
(ſaid he) they thought you as great a nicompoop as 

your ſquire — trim tram, like maſter, like man; 
but I hope as how you will give them a RowLanp- 
for their OLIVER.“ f | | | 

« *Miſcreant ; (cried the knight) you have pro- 
voked the gentlemen with your impertinence, and 
they have „ as you deſerve. I tell thee; 
CRABSHAW, they have ſaved me the trouble of 
puniſhing thee with my own hands; and well it is 
for thee, ſinner as thou art, that they themſelves. 
have performed the office : for had they complained 
to me of thy infolence and rufticity> by Heaven! I 
would have made thee an example to all the impu- 
dent {quires upon the face of the earth. Hence then, 
avaunt, caitiff.—Let his majeſty's officers, who are 
perhaps fatigued with hard duty. in the ſervice of 
their country, comfort themſelves with the ſupper 
which was intended for me, and leave me undiſturb- 
ed to my own: meditations.” EST 

TimMoTHyY did not require a repetition of this 
command, which he forthwith obeyed growling with- 
in himſelf, that thenceforward he ſhould let every 

cuckold wear his own horns ;- but he could not help: 
entertaining ſome doubts with reſpect to the courage. 
of his — ay who, he 2b was one of thoſe 
hectors who have their fighting days, but are not at 
all times equally prepared for the combat. 

The knight, having taken a ſlight re paſt, retired 
to his repoſe; and had for ſome time enjoyed a very 
agreeable ſlumber, when he was ſtartled by a knock- 

ing at his chamber- door. I beg your honour's 
pardon, (ſaid the landlady) but there are two unci- 
vil perſons in the kitchen, who have well nigh turn- 
ed my whole houſe topſy-turvy. Not contented with 
laying violent hands on your honour's ſupper, they 
want to. be rude to two young ladies who are juſt ar- 


rived, and have called for a poſt-chaiſe to go on. 
Is. They, 
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They are afraid to open their chamber-door to get 
out—and the young lawyer is lib to be murdered 
for taking the ladies part.” | 
Sir LAUNCELOT, Gogh he refuſed to take notice 
of the inſult which had been offered to himſelf, no 
ſooner heard of the diſtreſs of the ladies than he ſtart- 
ed up, huddled on his cloaths, and, girding his ſword 
to his loins, advanced with a deliberate pace to the 
kitchen, where he perceived Thomas CLARKE 
warmly engaged in altercation with a couple of youn 
men dreſſed in regimentals, who, with a peculiar air 
of arrogance and ferocity, treated him with great in- 
ſolence and contempt. Tou was endeavouring to 
perſuade them, that, in the conſtitution of E ud, 
the military was always ſubſervient to the civil pow- 
er ; and that their behaviour to a couple of helpleſs 
young women was not only unbecoming gentlemen, 
but expreſſy contrary to the law, in aſmuch as they 
might be ſued for an aſſault on an action of damages. 
o this remonſtrance the two heroes in red repli- 
ed by a volley of dreadful oaths, intermingled with 
threats, which put the lawyer in ſome pain for his 
ears. While one thus endeavoured to intimidate 
honeſt Tom CLARKE, the other thundered at the 
door of the apartment to which the ladies had retir- 
ed, 2 admittance, but received no other 
anſwer than a loud ſhriek. Our adventurer advanc- 
ing to this uncivil champion, accoſted him thus in 
a grave and ſolemn tone: Aſſuredly I could not 
have believed, except upon the evidence of my own 
ſenſes, that mes, = have the appearance of 


gentlemen, and bear his majeſty's honourable com- 
miſſion in the army, could behave fo wide of the 
decorum due to ſociety, of a proper reſpect to the 
laws, of that humanity which: we owe to our fellow- 
creatures, and that delicate regard tor the fair-ſex, 
which ought. to prevail in the breait of every gen- 
tleman, and which in particular dignifies the cha- 
. rater. of a ſoldier. To whom ſhall that weaker, 

tho' more amiable part of the creation, fly for pro- 

ria: | | tection, 
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tection, if they are inſulted and outraged by thoſe 
whoſe more immediate duty it is to afford them ſe- 
curity and defence from injury and violence ? What 
right have you, or any man upon earth, to excite riot 
in a publick inn, which may be deemed a temple ſa- 
cred to hoſpitality, to diſturb the quiet of your fel- 
low-gueſts, ſome of them perhaps exhauſted by fa- 
tigue, ſome of them invaded by diſtemper, to inter- 
rupt the king's lieges in their courſe of journeying 
upon their lawful occaſions ? Above all, what motive 
but wanton barbarity could prompt you to violate, the 
apartment, and terrify the tender hearts of two help- 
leſs young ladies travelling no doubt upon ſome cruel 
emergency, which compels them unattended to en- 
counter in the night the dangers of the high-way.” 
„ Heark ye, Bow BeTHLEM, (ſaid the captain, 
ſtrutting up and cocking his bat in the face of our 
e you may be as mad as e'er #ſtraw- 
crowned monarch in Maor- fields, for aught I care; 
but damme ! don't you be ſaucy, otherwiſe I ſhall 
dub your worſhip with a good ſtick acroſs your 
| ſhoulders.” «+ How! petulant boy (cried the knight) 
ſince you are ſo ignorant of urbanity, I will give 
you a leſſon that you ſhall not eaſily forget.” 80 
faying he unſheathed his ſword, and called upon the 
ſoldier to draw in his 3 { * n 
The reader may have ſeen the omy of 
a ſtockholder at 8 when u Nebeb wee at 
Derby, or the features of a bard when accoſted by a 
bailiff, or the countenance of an alderman when 
his banker ftops payment ; 1 has feen either of 
theſe phznomena, he may ive the appearance 
that was now exhibited by MViſage of the feroci- 
ous captain, when the na ſword of Sir LA UN- 
cELor glanced before his es: far from attempting 
to produce his own, which was of unconſcionable 
length; he ſtood motionleſs as a ſtatue, - ſtaring! with 
the moſt ghaſtly look of terror and aſtoniſſiment. 
His companion, who partook of his pannic, ſeeing 
matters brought to a vecy- ſetious criſis, W 
| - with: 
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with a creſt-fallen countenance, affuring Sir LAux- 
CELOT they had no intention to quarrel, and what 
they had done was intirely for the fake of the frolick. 
« By ſuch frolicks (cried the knight) you become 
nuiſances to ſociety, bring yourſelves into contempt, 
and diſgrace the corps to which you belong. I now 
perceive the truth of the obſervation, that cruelty 
always reſides with cowardice. My ee is 
changed into compaſſion; and as you are probably 
of good families, I muſt infiſt upon this young man's | 
drawing his ſword, and-acquitting himſelf in ſuch a 
manner as may ſcreen him from the moſt infamous 
cenſure which an officer can undergo.” * Lack-a- 
day, fir (faid the other) we are no officers, but 
'prentices to two London haberdaſhers, travellers for 
orders. Captain is a good travelling name, and we 
have dreſſed ourſelves like officers to procure more 
reſpect upon the road.” 
he knight faid he was very glad, for the honour 
of the ſervice, to find they were impoſtors ; tho' 
they deſerved to be chaſtiſed for arrogating to them- 
ſelves an honourable character, which they had not 
ſpirit to ſuſtain. | 
Theſe words were ſcarce pronounced, when Mr. 
CLARKE approaching one of the bravadoes, who 
had threatened. to crop his ears, beſtowed ſuch a be- 
nediction on his jaw, as he could not receive without 
immediate humiliation ; while TimoTuy CRAB 
SHAW, ſmarting from his broken head and his want 
of ſupper, ſaluted the other with a Torkſbire hug 
that layed him acroſs: the body of his companion. In 
a word, the two pſeudo: officers were very rouge 
handled for their preſumption in pretending, to 
characters for which they were ſo ill qualified. 
While CLARKE and CraBSHAw. were thus lauda- 
bly employed, the two young ladies paſſed. through 
the kitchen ſo ſuddenly, that the knight had only a 
tranſient glimpſe of their backs, and they diſappear- 
ed before he could poſlibly make a tender of his 
ſervices. The truth is, they. dreaded nothing -4q 
| : muc 
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much as their being diſcovered, and took the firſt 
opportunity of gliding into the chaiſe, which had 
been for ſome time waiting in the paſſage. 
Mr. CLARKE was much more diſconcerted than 
our adventurer, by their ſudden eſcape. He ran with 
eat eagerneſs to the door, and perceiving they were 
weak returned to Sir LauncELor, ſaying, Lord 
bleſs my ſoul, Sir, didn't you ſee who it was?“ 
« Hah! how! (exclaimed the knight, reddening with 
alarm) who was it?” „One = "aa (replied the 
lawyer) was DoLLy, our old landlady's daughter at 
the Black Jyon — I knew her when firſt ſhe oth 
notwithſtanding her being _ dreſſed in a green 
joſeph, which, I'Il aſſure you, fir, becomes her re- 
— well.— I'd never deſire to ſee a prettier 
creature. As for the other, ſhe's a very genteel wo- 
man; but whether old or young, ugly or handſome, 
J can't pretend to ſay; for ſhe was maſqued.— I had 
juſt time to ſalute DoLLy, and aſk a few queſtions ; 
— but all ſhe could tell me was, that the maſqued 
lady's name was Miſs Meapows ; and that ſhe, 
DoLLy, was hired as her waiting-woman.” | 
When the name of Meapows was mentioned, 
Sir LauncELoT, whoſe ſpirits had been in violent 
commotion, became fuddenly calm and ſerene, and 
he began to communicate to CLaxxE the dialogue 
which had paſſed between him and capt. Crowe, 
when the hoſteſs addreſſing herſelf, to our errant, 
„% Well, (faid ſhe) J have had the honour to accom- 
modate many ladies of the firſt faſhion at the White 
Hart, both young and old, proud and lowly, ordi- 
nary and handſome ; out ſuch a miracle as Miſs 
 MEapows I never ye: did ſee. Lord, let me never 
thrive but I think ſhe is of ſomething more than a 
human creature. O, had your honour but ſet eyes 
on her, you would have faid it was a viſion from 
Heaven, a cherubim of beauty: for my part, I 
can hardly think it was any thing but a dicam :— 
then ſo meek, ſo mild, ſo good-natured and gene- 
rous ! I fay, bleſſed is the young woman who tends 
| upon 


Sir LAUNCELOT GREAVES. 145 


upon ſuch. a heavenly creature and poor dear 
young lady! ſhe ſeems to be under grief and afflic- 
tion: for the tears ſtole down her lovely cheeks, 
and looked for all the world like orient pearl.” 
Sir LauncELor liſtened attentively to the deſcrip- 
tion, which reminded him of his dear AuRELIA, and 
ſighing bitterly, withdrew to his own apartment. 


* 


CA. XIV. 
Which ſbe aus, 5 
That a man can't always ſip, 
When the cup is at bis lip. 


i 


Hos who have felt the doubts, the jea- 


louſies, the reſentments, the humiliations, 
the hopes, the deſpair, the impatience, and, in a 


word, the infinite diſquiets of love, will be able to 


conceive the ſea of agitation on which our adven- 
turer was toſſed all night long, without repoſe or 


intermiſſion. Sometimes he reſolved to employ all 
his induſtry and addreſs in diſcoyering the place in 


which AuRELIA was ſequeſtered, that he might 
reſcue her from the fuppoſed reſtraint to which ſhe 
had been ſubje&ed. But, when his heart beat high 
with the anticipation of this exploit, he was ſudden- 
ly invaded ws all his ardour checked, by the re- 
membrance of that fatal letter, written and ſigned 
by her own hand, which had divorced him from all 
hope, and firſt unſettled his underſtanding. The 
emotions waked by this remembrance were 10 ſtrong. 
that he leaped from the bed, and, the fire being 
ſtill burning in the chimney, lighted a candle, that 
ke might once more banquet his ſpleen by reading 
the original billet, which, together with the ring 
he had received from Miſs DARNEL's mother, he 
kept in a ſmall box, carefully depofited-within his 
portmantua. This being inſtantly” unlocked, he 


. e unfolded 
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unfolded the paper, and recited the contents in theſe 
words, a i . 
„Sir, Obliged as I am by the paſſion you profeſs, 
and the eagerneſs with which you endeavour to give 
-me the moſt convincing proof of your regard, I feel 
ſame reluctance in making you acquainted with a 
circumſtance, which, in all probability, you will not 
learn without ſome diſquiet. But the affair is be- 
come fo intereſting, I am compelled to tell you, that 
however agreeable your propoſals may have been to 
thoſe whom I thought it my duty to pleaſe by every 
reaſonable conceſſion, and howſoever you may have 
been flattered by the ſeeming complacency with which 
I have heard your addreſſes, I now find it abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſpeak in a deciſive ſtrain, to aſſure you, 
that, without ſacrificing my own peace, [cannot ad- 
mit a continuation of your correſpondence ; and that 
' your . for me will be heſt ſhewn by your de- 
ſiſting from a purſuit, waich is altogether inconſiſtent 
with the happineſs of . 


AuRELIA DARNEIL. 


Having pronounced aloud the words that co 
ſed this diſmiſſion, he haſtily replaced the cruel ſcroll 
and, being too well acquainted with the hand to har- 
bour the Feaſt doubt of its being genuine, threw him- 
ſelf into his bed in a tranſport of deſpair, mingled 
with reſentment ; during the predominancy of which, 
he determined to proceed in the career of adventure, 
and endeayour to forget the unkindneſs of his miſ- 
treſs, amidſt the avocations of knight-errantry. Such 
was the.reſolution that governed his thoughts, when 
He roſe in the morning, ordered CRABSH W to faddle 
Bronzomarte, and demanded a bill of his expence. 
Before theſe orders could be executed, the good wo- 
man of the houſe, entering his apartment, told him, 
with marks of concern, that the poor young lady, 
Miſs Meapows, had dropped her . in 


the next chamber, where it was found by the hoſteſs, 


Our 


who now preſented it unspened. 
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Our knight, having called in Mrs. Oax EL and her 
fon as witneſſes, unfolded the book, without reading 
one ſyllable of the contents, and found in it five bank- 
notes, amounting to two hundred and thirty pounds. 
Perceiving, at once, that the loſs of this treaſure 
might be attended with the moſt embarraſſing conſe- 
quences to the owner, and reflecting that this was a 
caſe which demanded the immediate interpoſition 
and aſſiſtance of chivalry, he declared, that he him- 
ſelf would convey it ſafely into the hands of Miſs 
Mabows; and deſired to know the road ſhe had 
purſued, that he might ſet out in queſt of her, with- 
ont a moment's delay. It was not without ſome dif- 
ficulty that this information was obtained from the 
Poſtboy, who had been enjoined ſecreſy by the lady, 
and even gratified with a handſome reward for his 
promiſed diſcretion. The ſame method was uſed to 
make him diſgorge his truſt : he undertook to conduct 
Sir LauncEeLoT, who hired a poſt-chaife for diſ- 
patch, and immediately departed, after having direct- 
ed his ſquire to follow his tract with the horſes. 

Yet whatever haſte he made, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the reader's ſatisfaction, that we ſhould 
outſtrip the chaiſe, and viſit the ladies before his 
arrival. We ſhall therefore, without circumlocution, 
premiſe, that Miſs Meapows was no other than 
that paragon of beauty and goodneſs, the all- accom- 
pliſhed Miſs AuxELIXA Darnes. She had, with 

that meekneſs of refignation, peculiar to heyfelf, for 
ſome years, fubmitted to ev ſpecie ppreſſion 
which her uncle's tyranny of diſpoſition could plan, 
and his unlimited power of guardianſhip execute, till, 
at length, it roſe to ſuch a pitch of deſpotiſin as ſhe 
could not endure. He had projected a match be- 
tween his niece and one PulLIT SycAMORE, eſq; 
a young man who poſſeſſed a pretty conſiderable 
_ eſtate in the north country; who liked AuRELIA's 
Perſon, but was enamoured of her fortune, and had 
offered to purchaſe ANnTHony's intereſt and alliance 
with certain conceſſions, which could not but be a- 
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reeable to a man of looſe principles, who would 
1 found ĩt a difficult taſk to eil the accounts of 
this wardſhip. | | | | 
According to the preſent eſtimate of matrimonia] 
Felicity, SYCaMoRE might have found admittance as 
a future ſon in-Jaw in any private family of the king- 
dom. He was by birth a gentleman, tall, ſtraight, 
and muſcular, with a' fair, ſleek, unmeaning = 
that promiſed more ſimplicity than ill-nature. His 
education had not been neglected, and he inherited 
an eſtate of five thouſand a year. Miſs DARNEL, 
however, had penetration enough to diſcoyer and 
deſpiſe him as a ſtrange compoſition of rapacity and 
rofufion, abſurdity and good ſenſe, baſhfulneſs and 
1mpudence, ſelf-conceit and diffidence, aukwardneſs 
and oftentation, inſolence and good- nature, is gion 
and timidity. He was continually ſurrounded and 
preyed upon by a certain vermin called led-cap- 
tains and buffoons, who ſhewed him in leading- 
ſtrings like a ſucking giant, rifled his pockets with- . 
out ceremony, ridiculed him to his face, traduced his 
character, and expoſed him in a thouſand ludicrous 
attitudes for the diverſion of the Public; while, all 
the time, he knew their knavery, ſaw their drift, 
deteſted their morals, and deſpiſed their underſtanding. 
He was fo infatuated by indolence of thought, and 
communication with folly, that he would have ra- 
ther ſuffered himſelf to be led into a ditch with com- 
pany, than he at the pains to go over a bridge alone; 
and involved himſelf in a thouſand difficulties, the na- 
tural conſequences of an error in the firſt concoction, 
which, though he plainly ſaw it, he had not reſolu- 
tion enough to avoid. e 
© Such was the character of ſquire Sycamore, who 
profeſſed hintſelf the rival of Sir LaunceLoT 
*G3REAVES in the good graces of Miſs AukEL1a 
DPaxneL. He had in this purſuit perſevered with 
- more ccnſtancy and fortitude, than he ever exerted 
in any other inſtance. Being generally needy, from 
extravagance, he was ſtimulated by his wants, ard 
N $a animated 
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animated by his vanity, which was attfully pw, ape” 

by his foltowers, who hoped to ſhare the ſpoils of 

his ſucceſs. "Theſe motives were reinforced. by the 
inceſſant and eager exhortations of AnTHowy DAR 
NEL, Who ſeeing his ward in the laſt year of her mi- 
nority, thought there was no time to be loft in ſe- 
curing his own indemnification, and ſnatching his 
mece for ever: from the hopes of Sir LAUuxcRLor, 
whom he now hated with redoubled animoſity. Find- 
ing AUREL1a: deaf to all his- remonſtrances, proof a- 
ainſt ill-uſage, and Sg Flat to the propo- 
ed union with SYCAMORB, he endeavoured to de- 
tach her thoughts from Sir LauNCELor, by forging 
tales to the prejudice of his conftancy and moral cha- 
racer ; and, finally, by recapitulating the proofs and 
inſtances of his diſt!aQion, Which he particularized 
with the moſt malicious exaggerations. fd 
In fpite of all his arts, he found it:impraQticable to 
ſur mount her objeCtions to the propoſed alliance, and 
therefore changed his battery. Inſtead of transferring 


* 


her to the arms of his friend, he reſolved to detain 


her in his own power by a legal claim, which would 
inveft him with the uncontrouled management of her 
affairs: This was a charge of lunacy, in conſequence 
of which he hoped to obtain a' commiſſion, to ſecure: 
a jury to his with, and be appointed ſole committee of 


her perſon, as well as ſteward on her eſtate, of which 


he would then be heir apparent. As the firſt ſteps to- 
wards the execution.of this honeſt ſcheme, he had 
ſubjected AvrELIa to the ſuperintendency and direc- 
tion of an old duenna, who had been formerly the pro- 
cureſs of his pleaſures; and hired a new ſet of ſer- 
vants, who were given to underſtand, at theirfirft ad- 
miſſion, that the young lady was diſordered in her brain. 
An impreſſion of this nature is eafily preſerved 
among ſervants, when the maſter of the family thinks 
his intereſt is concerned in fupporting the impoſture, 
The melancholy produced from her confinement, and 
the vivacity of her reſentment under ill-uſage, were, 
by the addreſs of AnTyony, and the prepoſſeſſion 
| G 3 of 
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of his domeſtics, perverted into the effects of inſani- 
ty; and the ſame interpretation was ftrained upon her 
moſt indifferent words and actions. The tydings 
of Miſs DaRNEL's diſorder were carefully circulated 
in whiſpers, and ſoon reached the ears of Mr. 
' SYCAMORE Who was not at all pleaſed with the in- 
formation. From his knowledge of AnTarony's 
diſpoſition, he ſuſpected the truth of the report; 
dad vanling to ſee ſuch a prize raviſhed, as it 
were, from his graſp, he, witk the advice and aſſiſ- 
tance of his myrmidons, reſolved to ſet the captive 
at liberty, in full hope Zan; the adventure to 
his: own advantage; for he argued in this manner: 
« Tf ſhe. is in fact campos mentis, her gratitude will 
operate in my behalf, and even prudence will adviſe 
= to embrace the proffered aſylum from the villainy 
of her uncle. If ſbe is 7 diſordered, it will be 
reat Gifficyliy deceive her into a marriage, 
45 8 ker truſtee of courſe.”. a giv 
The plan was well conceived; but Sycamore had. 
BOL diſcretion enough to keep his own counſel. From, 
weakneſs and vanity he blabbed the deſign, which in 
a little time was communicated to ANTHONY Dar 
NEL, and he took his precautions accordingly. Be- 
ing infirm in his own perſon, and conſequently unfit 
for oppoſing the violence of ſome deſperadoes, whom 
he knew to be the fatellites of Sycamore, he pre- 
pared a private retreat for his ward at the * 
an old gentleman, the companion of his youth, whom 
he had impoſed upon with the fiction of her being 
diſordered in her underſtanding, and amuſed with a 
ſtory of a dangerous deſign upon her perſon. Thus 
cautioned and inſtructed, the gentleman had gg 
with his own coach and ſervants to receive Au- 
RELIA and her governante at a third hguſe, to. 
which ſhe had been privately, removed-from her 
uncle's habitation; and in this journey it was, that 
ſhe. had been ſo accidentally protected from the vio- 
. lence of the robbers by the interpoſition and proweſs 
of our adyenturer. . 
| As 
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As he did not wear his helmet in that exploit, ſhe-. 
recognized his features as he paſſed che coach, and, 
{truck with the apparition ſhrieked aloud. She had 
been aſſured by her guardian, that his deſign was to 
convey her to her own houſe; but perceiving, in the 
ſequel, that the carriage ſtruck off upon a different 
road, and finding herſelf in the hands of 3 ſhe 
began to dread a much more difagreeable fate, and 
conceive doubts and ideas that filled her tender heart 
with horror and affliction. When ſhe. expoſtulated 
with the duenna, the was treated like a changeling, 
admoniſhed to be quiet, and reminded that ſhe was, 
under the ditection of thoſe who would manage her 
with a tender regard to her own welfare, and the 
| honour; of her family. When ſhe addreſſed herſelf 
to the old gentleman. who was not much ſubject to 
the emotions of humanity, and beſides firmly per- 
ſuaded that ſhe Was deprived of her-reaſon, he made. 
no anſwer; but laid his finger on his mouth, by way 
of enjoĩning ſilence : 4 
This myſterious behaviour aggrevated the fears of 
the poor hapleſs young lady; and her terrors waxed ſo 
eſtrong, that when ſhe ſaw Tom CLARKE, whoſe face 
ſhe knew, ſhe called aloud for aſſiſtance, and even pro- 
nounced the name of his patron Sir LAuxcRLOT 
GREAVvESs, which ſhe imagined might ſtimulate him 
the more to attempt ſomething. for her deliverance. 
The reader has already been: informed in what 
manner the endeavours of Pon and his uncle miſ- 
carried. Miſs DARNEL's new. keeper having, in 
the courſe of his . halted for refreſhment at 
the Black Lyon, of which being landlord, he believed 
good woman and her family were intirely devo- 
ted to his will and pleaſure, AuxELIA found an op- 
portunity of = SEA private to DoLLy,: who 
had a very prepoſleſling appearance. | She conveyed 
a purſe of money-into the hands. of this young wo-- 
man, telling her, while the tears trickled down her 
cheeks, that ſhe was a young lady of fortune, in- 
danger, as ſhe apprehended of aſſaſſination. This 
| G 4 hint, 
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hint, which ſhe communicated in awhiſper, while the 

overnante ſtood at the other end of the room, was 
* to intereſt the compaſſionate Do LLY in her 
behalf. As foon as the coach departed, ſhe made her 
mother acquainted with the tranſaction; and as they 
naturally concluded that the young lady expected 
their aſſiſtance, they reſolved to approve themſelves 
worthy of her confidence. 

DoLLy having inliſted in their deſign a truſty 
cCountryman, one of her o] profeſſed admirers, they 
ſet out together for the houſe of the gentleman in 
which the fair priſoner was confined, and waited for 
her in ſeciet at the end of a pleaſant park. in which 
they naturally concluded ſhe might be inculged with 
the privilege of taking the air. The event juſtified 

their conception: on the very fiſt day of th atch 
they ſaw her approach: accompanied by CEE 
DoLLy and her attendant immediately tied their 
horſes to a ſtake, and retired into a thicket, which 
AuUREL1A did not fail to enter. DoLLy forthwith- 
appeared, ard taking her by the hand, led her to the 
horſes, one of which ſhe mounted in the utmoſt hurry 
and trepidation, while the countryman bound the 
duenna with a cord prepared for the purpoſe, gagged. 
her mouth, and tied her to a tree, where he left her 
to her, own meditations. Then he mounted before 
Dol xv, and thro' unfrequented paths conducted his 
charge to an inn on the poſt- road, where a chaiſe 
Vas ready for their reception. 
As he refuſed to proceed furthers] left his Ader 
from his own home ſhould create ſuſpicion, AuR E- 
Lia tewarded him liberally ; but would not part 
with her faithful DoLLy, who, indeed had no in- 
clination to be diſcharged: ſuch an affection and 
_ attachment had ſhe already acquired for the amiable: 
ſugitive, though ſhe knew neither her ſtory, nor her 
true name. Aux ELIA thought proper to conceal 
both, and aſſumed the fictitious appellation of Mg a-' 
bos, until ſhe ſhou'd be better acquainted with the 

7 ae and di 10 of her new attendant. 14 
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firſt reſolution ſhe could take in the preſent flutter of 


her ſpirits, was to make the beſt of her way to Lon- 
don, where ſhe thought ſhe might find an afylum in 
the houſe of a female relation, married to an eminent 
phyſician, known by the name of KawopLe. In the 
execution of this haſty reſolve, ſhe travelled at a vio- 
lent rate, from ſtage to ſtage, in a carriage drawn 
by four horſes, without halting for neceſſary refreſh- 
ment or repoſe, until ſhe judged herſelf out of danger 
of being overtaken. As ſhe appeared overwhelmed 
with grief and conſternation, the good-natured Dol. 
Ly endeavoured to alleviate her Tiſtreſs with divert- 
ing diſcourſe ; and among other leſs intereſting ſto- 
ries, entertained her with the adventures of Sir 
LauUunCELOT and captain CRowe, which ſhe had 
ſeen and heard recited while they remained at the- 
Black Lyon nor did ſhe fail to docs Mr. THoMas . 
CLARKE, in her narrative, with ſuch a favourable re- 
preſentation of his perſon and character, as plainly 
diſcovered that her own heart had received a rude 
ſhock from the irreſiſtable force of his qualifications. 

The hiftory of Sir LauncetLoT Greaves was a 
theme which effectually fixed the attention of AuRx- 
L1A, diſtracted as her ideas muſt have been by the 
circumſtances of her preſent ſituation. The particu- 
lars of his conduct, ſince the eorreſpondence between 
her and him had ceaſed, the heard with equal con- 
cern and aſtoniſhment ; for, how far ſoever ſhe deem-- 
ed herſelf attached from all poſſibility of future con- 
nexion with that young gentleman, ſhe was not 
made of ſuch indifferent ſtuff, as to learn without e- 
motion the calamitous diſorder of an accompliſhed® 
youth, whoſe extraordinary virtues ſhe could not- 
but revere. | 35 4 

As they had deviated from the poſt-road, taken pre- 
, cautions to conceal their route, and made ſuch pro- 

greſs, that they were now within one day's journey 
of London, the careful and affectionate DoLLy ſeeing- 
her dear lady quite exhauſted with fatigue, uſed all 
her natural rhetorick, which was very powerful, min- 
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gled with tears that flowed from the heart, in per- 
uading AUREL1A to enjoy ſore repoſe ; and ſo far 
ſhe ſucceded in the attempt, that for,one night the 
toil of travelling was intermitted. This receſs from 
incredible fatigue, was a pauſe that afforded qur ad- 
venturer time to overtake them before they reached 


the metropolis, that vaſt labyrinth, in which Avze- 


IIA might have been for ever loſt to his inquiry. 

It was in the afternoon of the day which ſucceeded 
his departure from the White Hart, that Sir LA ux CE- 
L Or arrived at the inn, where Miſs AuRELIA DAR- 
NEL had beſpoke a diſh of tea, and a poſt-chaiſe for 
the next ſtage. He had, by inquiry, traced her a 
conſiderable way, without ever dreaming who the 

erſon really was whom he thus purſued, and now 
e deſired to ſpeak to her attendant. Dol LY was not 
a little ſurprized to fee Sir LaunctLoT GREAVES, 
of whoſe character ſhe had conceived a very ſublime 
idea, from the. narrative of Mr. TROMAS CLARKE; 


but ſhe was ſtill more ſurprized when he gave her to 


underftand, that he had charged himſelf with the 
ocket-book, containing the bank notes, which Miſs 
Mr anows'had dropped in the houſe where they had 
been threatened with inſult. Miſs DaxneL had not 
yet diſcovered her diſaſter, when her attendant, run- 
2 to the apartment, preſented the prize, which 
the had received from our adventurer, with his com- 
liments to Miſs Mt ayows, implying a requeſt to 
be admitted into her. preſence, that he might make a 
perſonal tender of his beſt ſervices. | | 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that the amiable AuzeL1a 


heard unmoved ſuch a meſſage from a perſon, whom 


her . maid diſcovered to be the very identical Sir 
Launcetor Greaves, whoſe ſtory ſhe had fo 
lately related: but as the enſuing ſcene requires freſh 
attention in the reader, we ſhall defer it till the next 


chapter, when his ſpirits ſhall be recruited from the 
fatigue of this. — | 


CHAP. 
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OOTY an interview, which, it is to be Loped, 
will intereſt the curioſity of the reader. 


HE mind of the delicate Au R EL IA was 
ſtrangely agitated by the intelligence which 
ſhe received with her pocket-book, from DoLLv. 
Confounded as ſhe was by the nature of her ſitua- 
ation, ſhe at once perceived that ſhe could not, with 
any regard to the dictates of gratitude, refuſe com- 
ying with the requeſt of Sir LaunceLomT ; but, 
in the firſt hurry of her emotion, ſhe directed Dor- 
Ly to beg, in her name, that ſhe might be excuſed 
for wearing a maſk at the interview which he de- 
fired, as ſhe had particular reaſons, which concern- 
ed her peace, for retaining that diſguiſe. Our ad- 
venturer ſubmitted to this preliminary with a good 
grace, as he had nothing in view but the injunctions 
of his order, and the duties of humanity; and he 
was admitted without further preamble. When he 
entered the room, he could not help being ſtruck 
with the preſence of AuRELIA. Her ſtature was 
improved ſince he had feen her; her ſhape was ex- 
quiſitely formed; and ſhe received him with an air 
of dignity, which impreſſed him with a very ſublime 
idea of her-perſon and character. She was no leſs. 
affected at — ſight of our adventurer, who, though, 
caſed in armour, appeared with his head uncovered; / 
and the exerciſe, of travelling had thrown ſuch a glow 
of health and vivacity on his features, which were 
naturally elegant and expreſſive, that we will ven- 
ture to ſay, there was not in all England a couple 
that excelled this amiable pair in perſonal beauty 
and accompliſhments. AuRELIA ſhone. with all the 
fabled graces of nymphor goddeſs; and to Sir Laun- 
CELOT might be applied what the divine poet Aki- 
os ro ſays of the prince ZERBINO. 


Natura. 
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Natura il fece e poi ruppe la ſtampa. 
When nature ſtamp'd him, ſhe the dye deſtroy'd.” 


Our adyenturer having made his obeiſance to this 


ſuppoſed Miſs MA DO ws, told her, with an air of 


pleaſantry, that altho' he thought himſelf highly ho- 
noured in being admitted to her preſence, and allow- 


ed to pay his reſpects to her, as ſuperior beings are 
adored, 


unſeen; yet his pleaſure would receive a 
very conſiderable addition, if ſhe would be pleaſed ' 
to withdraw that invidious veil, that he might have 
a glimpſe of the divinity which it concealed. Auzxe- 
LIA immediately took off her maſque, ſaying, with 


a faultering accent. I cannot be ſo ungrateful as to 


deny ſo ſmall a favour to a gentleman who has laid 
me under the moſt important obligations.“ | 

The unexpected apparitionof Miſs AuRELIA Dar» 
NEL, beaming with all the emanations of ripened 
beauty, bluſhing with all the graces of the moſt love- 


- 1y confuſion, could not but produce a violent effect 


upon the mind of Sir LaunctLor GAEAAESs. He 
was, indeed, overwhelmed with a mingled tranſport 
of aitoniſhment, admiration, affection, and awe. The 
colour vaniſhed from his cheeks, and he ſtood gazing - 
upon her, in ſilence, with the moſt emphatic ver. 

ſion of countenance. AURBLIA was infected by his diſ- 
order: ſhe began to tremble, and the roſes fluctuated 
on her face. ] cannot forget (ſaid ſhe) that Iowe 
my life to the courage and humanity. of Sir Lau- 
cELOT GRxAv RS, and that he, at the ſame time, re- 


ſcued from the moſt dreadful death a dear and venerable 


parent.” « Would to heaven ſhe ſtill ſurvived! (cried 
our adventurer with great emotion.) She was the 
friend of my youth, the kind patroneſs of my felicity ! 


my guardian angel forſook me when ſhe expired! her 
laſt injunctions are deep engraven on a 


eart !” 


While he pronounced theſe words ſhe lifted her 


| handkerchief to her fair eyes, and, after ſome pauſe, 


proceeded in a tremulous tone, © I hope, Si 


hope you have—l ſhould be forry—pardon me, Sir, 
| 5 I cannot 


— 
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I cannot reflect upon ſuch an intereſting ſubje& un- 
moved—.,” Here ſhe fetched a deep figh that was ac- x 
companied with a flood of tears ; while the knight y 
continued to bend his eyes upon her with the utmoſt Lc 
„ of attention. Having recollected herſelf 14 
a little, ſhe endeavoured to ſhift the converſation: s 
« You have been abroad ſince I had the pleaſure to 5 
ſee you—l hope you were agreeably amuſed in your #1 
travels.” «© No, madam, (ſaid our hero, drooping K 
his head) I have been unfortunate.” When ſhe, = 
with the moſt enchanting ſweetneſs of benevyo'ence, MW 
expreſſed her concern to hear he had been unhappy, | 
and Her hope that his misfortanes were not paſt re- a 


medy; he lifted up his eyes, and fixing them upon 
her again with a look of tender dejection. Cut 
off (faid he) from ih for de of what my foul 


held moſt dear, I witheg, for death, and was viſited 
by diſtractioM—I have been abandoned by my reaſon 
my youth is for ever blaſted——-.” EEE 
The tender heart of Auzetra could bear no more 
—her- knees began to totter : the luſtre vaniſhed 
from her eyes, and ſhe fainted in the arms of her 
attendant. Sir LauxceLorT, aroufed by this cir- 
cumſtance, aſſiſted DoLLy in ſeating her miftreſs on 
a couch, where ſhe ſoon recovered, and ſaw the 
knight on his knees before her. © I am ftill happy 
(ſaid he) in being able to move your compaſſion, 
though I have been held unworthy of your elteem.” 
„Do me juſtice, (ſhe replied) my beſt eſteem has 
been always inſeparably connected with the charac- 
ter af Sir n GREAVES .” « Is it poſ- 
ſible ? (cried our hero) then ſurely I have no reaſon 4 
to complain. If I have moved your compaſſion, * £1 
and roſleſs your eſteem, I am but one degree ſhort | 
of ſupreme happineſs—that, however, is a gigantick 
ſtep.— O Mits DazxeL ! when I remember that i 
dear, that melancholy moment—.” So faying, he | 
gently touched her hand, in order to preſs it to his 6 849 
ips, and perceived on her finger the very individual . 11 


ring which he had preſented her, in her mother's pre- 
ſence, as an interchanged teſt'mony of plighted faith. 
tarting 


to know the ſentiments of 775 
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Starting at the well-known object, the fight of which 
conjured up a ſtrange confuſion of ideas, „ This 
(ſaid he) was once the pledge of ſomething ſtill more 
cordial than eſteem.” AuRELIA, bluſhing at this 
remark, while her eyes lightened with unuſual viva- 
city, replied, in a ſeverer tone, „ Sir, you' beſt 
know how- it loſt its original ſignification.“ “ By 
heaven ! I do not, madam, (exclaimed our adven- 
turer.) With me it was ever held a facred idea thron- 
ed within my heart, cheriſhed with ſuch fervency of 
regard, with ſuch reverence of affection, as the de- 
vote anchorite more unreaſonably pays to thoſe ſain- 
ted reliques that conſtitute the olgecd of his adorati- 
on —.“ „And, like thofe reliques, (anſwered Miſs 
DaRNEL) I have been inſenſible of my votary's de- 
votion. A faint I muſt have been; or ſomething more, 
r heart by inſpiration.” 
Did J forbear, (ſaid he) to expreſs, W repeat, to 
enforce the dictates of the pureſt paſſion that ever 
warmed the human breaſt, until I was denied acceſs, 
and formally diſcarded by that cruel diſmiſſion .“ 
„ muſt beg your pardon, Sir, (cried Aux ELIA, in- 
terrupting him haſtily) I know not what you mean.” 
« That fatal ſentence, (faid he) if not pronounced by 
our own lips, at leaſt written by your own fair 
'wour? which drove me out an exile for ever from the 
paradiſe of your affection.“ * I would not (ſhe re- 
plied) do Sir LaunctLoT Greaves the injury to- 
ſuppoſe him capable of impoſition: but you talk of 
things to which Iam an utter ftranger.——1 have a 
right, Sir, to demand of your honour, that you will 
not impute to me your breaking off a connection, 
which--I would--rather wiſh--had never—.” Heu- 
ven and earth! what do I hear? (cried our impatient 
knight) have I not the baleful Letter to produce? 
Whateelſe but Miſs. DARNXEL's explicit and expreſs 


declaration could have deſtroyed the ſweeteſt hope 
that ever cheared my ſoul ; could have obliged me 
to refign all claim to that felicity for which alone 1 
wiſhed to live; could have filled my boſom with un- 
LR | CRT: utterable 
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utterable ſorrow and deſpair : could have even di- 
veſted me of Reaſon, and driven me from the ſo- 
ciety of men, a poor, forlorn, wandering lunatic, 
ſuch as you ſee me now proſtrate. at your feet; all 
the bloſſoms of my youth withered, all the honours 
of my family decayed ?” „ 
Aux ELIA looking wiſtfully at her lover, „ Six, 
(ſaid ſhe) you overwhelm me with amazement and + 
anxiety ! you are impoſed upon, if you have receiv- 
ed any ſuch letter :.you are deceived, if you thought 
AuRELIX DarxneL could be fo inſenſible, ungrate- 
ful, and inconſtant. “ 
This laſt word ſhe pronounced with ſome heſita- 
tion, and a down-caſt look, while her face underwent 
a total ſuffuſion, and the knight's heart began to pa!- . 
itate with all the violence of emotion. He eagerly 
imprinted a kiſs upon her hand, exclaiming, in in- 
terrupted phraſe, © Can it be poſſible ?—Heaven 
rant—Sure this is no illufion.—O, madam !—ſhall 
i call you my AvuxELia ? My Heart is burſting - 
with a thouſand fond thoughts and preſages. Vou 
fhall ſee that dire paper which hath been the ſource 
of all my woes—it is the conſtant companion of my 
travels. Laſt night I nouriſhed my chagrin with the 
peruſal of its horrid contents.” | 
| AuREL1a exprefled great impatience to view the 
cruel forgery ; tor ſuch ſhe aſſured him it muſt be: 
but he could not gratify her defire till the arrival of 
his ſervant with the portmantua. In the mean time, 
tea was called. The lovers were ſeated : he looked 
and languiſhed ; ſhe bluſhed and faultered ; all was 
doubt and delirium, fondneſs and flutter. -Their mu- 
tual diſorder communicated itſelf to the kind hearted 
 ſympathizing DoLLy, who had been witneſs to the .. 
ö interview, and deeply affected with the diſcloſure of ; 
* the ſcene. Unſpeakable was her ſurprize when ſhe 
found her miſtreſs Miſs MEA DOS was no other than 
the celebrated AuRELIA DARNEL, whoſe eulogium 
ſhe had heard ſo eloquently pronounced by her ſweet- 
heart Mr. THOMAS CLARKE ; a diſcovery which ſtill 
more endeared her lady to her affection. She had 


wept 
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wept plentifully at the progreſs of their mutual expla- 


nation ; and was now 10 difconcerted, that ſhe ſcarce 


knew the meaning of the orders ſhe had received. 


She ſet the kettle on the table, and placed the tea- 
board on the fire. Her confuſion, by attracting the 
notice of her miſtreſs, helped to relieve her from her 
own embaraſſing ſituation. She, with her own delicate 
hands, reQified the miſtake of DoLLY; who: till 


continued to ſob, and ſaid, Yaw may think, my 
leady Daxner, as how Paive yeaten hool-cheeſe ;- 


but it y'an't ſoa.—T'ſe think, vor maai peart, as how 
Faive bean bewitched.” Sir ExuncetLoT could not- 
help ſmiling at the ſimplicity of DoLLY, whoſe good-- 
155 of heart, and attachment, Aux ELTA did not fail 
to extol, as ſoon as her back was turned: It was in: 
r Oe. of this commendation, that, the next 
time ſhe entered the room, our adventurer, for the 
firſt time, conſidered her face, and ſeemed to be ſtruck 
with her features. He aſked her ſome queſtions, 
which ſhe anſwered to his ſatisfaction, applauded 
her regard for her lady, and aſſured her of his 
frlendifip and protection. He now begged to know 
the cauſe that obliged his AuRELIA to travel at 
fuch a rate, and in fuch an equipage ; and ſhe in- 


formed him of thoſe particulars which we have al- 


ready communicated to the reader. 


Sir LaUunCELOT' glowed with reſentment, when 


he underſtood how his dear AuRELIA had been op- 
preſſed by her perfidious and. cruel guardian. He 
bit his neither lip, rolled his eyes around, ſtarted 
from his ſeat, and ſtriding acroſs the room, „I re- 


member (ſaid he) the dying words of her who is now 


* 


a faint in heaven — That violent man, my brother 


in-law, who is AuRELIA's ſole guardian, will thwart: 
her wiſhes with every obſtacle that brutal reſentment 


cluded with theſe words 'Fhe feſt we muſt leave 
to the diſpenſations of providence.” Was it not pro- 
vidence that ſent me hither, to guard and protect the 

„ | injured 


and implacable malice can contrive.” —— What fol- 
lowed it would ill become me to repeat: but the con- 
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injured AuxELIA ?“ Then turning to Miſs DARN EI, 
whoſe eyes ſtreamed with tears, Je added, „ Yes, 
divine creature] heaven, careful of your ſafety, and 
in compaſſion to my ſufferings, hath guided me hither 
in this myſterious manner, that J might defend you 
from violence, and enjoy this tranſition from madneſs 
to deliberation, from deſpair to felicity.” So ſaying, 
he approached this amiable. mourner, this fragrant 
flower of beauty, glittering with the dew drops of 
the morning; this ſweeteſt, gentleſt, lovelieſt orna- 
ment of human nature: he gazed upon her with looks 
of love ineffable ; he ſat down by her; he preſſed 
her ſoft hand in his; he began to fear that all he 
ſaw was the flattering viſion of a diſtempered brain. 
He looked, and ſighed ; and turning up his eyes to 
heaven, breathed, in broken murmurs, the chaſte 
raptures of his foul. ' The tenderneſs of this com- 
munication was too painſul to be long. endured. 
AuRELIA induſtriouſly interpoſed other ſubjects of 
diſcourſe, that his attention might not be dange- 
rouſly overcharged, and the afternoon paſſed inſen- 
ſibly away. ner 2 
Though he had determined, in his own mind, 
never more to quit this idol of his ſoul, they had 
not yet concerted any plan of conduct, when their 
happineſs was all at once interrupted by a repetition 
of cries, denoting horror? and a ſervant coming in, 
ſaid he believed ſome rogues were murdering a tra- 
veller on the highway. The ſuppoſition of ſuch diſ- 
treſs opperated like gunpowder on the diſpoſition of 
our ad\enturer, who, without conſidering the ſitua- 
tion of NURELIA, and indeed without ſeeing, or be- 
ing capable to think on her, or on any other fubjeQ, 
for the /time being, ran directly to the ftable, and 
mountiũg the firſt horſe which he found ſaddled, iſſu- 
ed out in-the-twilight, having no other weapon but 
his ſword. He rode full ſpeed to the ſpot whence 
the cries ſeemed to proceed ; but they ſounded more 
remote as he advanced. Nevertheleſs he followed 
them to a conſiderable diſtance from the IG 
|  _» helds, 
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fields, ditches, and hedges ; and at laſt came ſo near, 
that he could plainly Silinguiſh the voice of his own: 
ſquire, TiMoTRyY CRAaBSHAW, bellowing for mercy, 
with hideous yociferation. Stimulated by this recog- 
nition, he redoubled his career in the dark, till at 
length his horſe plunged into a hole, the nature of 
which he could not comprehend; but he found it 
impraQticable to diſengage him. It was with ſome- 


dificulty that he himſelf clambered over a ruined: 
wall, and. regained the open ground. Here he groped 
about, in the utmoſt impatience of anxiety, ignorant 


of the place, mad with vexation for the fate of his 
unfortunate ſquire, and between whiles invaded 
with a pang of concern for AuxELIA, left among 


ſtrangers, unguarded, and alarmed. In the midft af 


this emotion, he bethought himſelf of hollowing a- 
loud, that, in caſe he ſhould be in the neighbourhoqd: 
of any inhabited place, he might be heard and aſſiſt- 
ed. He accordingly, practiſed this expedient, which: 
was not altogether without effect; for he was imme 
diately anſwered by an old friend, no other than his 


own ſteed Brongomarte, who, hearing his maſter's 


voice, neighed ſtrenuoufſly at a ſmall diſtance: The 
knight being well acquainted with the ſound, heard 


with aſtoniſhment; and, advancing in the right di- 


rection, found his noble charger faſtened to a tree. 
He forthwith untied and mounted him; then, laying 
the reins. upon his neck, allowed him to chuſe his. 
own path, in Which he began to travel with equal 
ſteadineſs and expedition. They had not proceeded 
far when the knight's ears were again ſaluted 2 the 
cries of CRABSHA W; which Bronzomarte no ſo 
heard than he pricked up his ears, neighed, and 
uickened his pace, as if he had been ſenſible of the 
quire's diſtreſs, and haſtened to his relief. Sir LA uA 


840T, notwithſtanding his own diſquiet, could not 


Ip obſerving and admiring this generqus ſenſibility 
of his horſe : he began to think himſelf ſame. hero 
of romance mounted upon a winged fteed, inſpired: 
with, reaſon, directed by ſome humane — 

who 


oner 


\ 
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who pitied virtue -in, diſtreſs. All circumſtances con- 


ſidered, it is no wonder that the commotion in the 
mind of our adventurer. 2 ſome ſuch delirium. 


All night he continued the chace; the voice, which 
was repeated at intervals, ſtill retreating before him, 
till the morning began to appear in the Eaſt, when, 
by divers piteous groans, he was directed to the cor- 
ner of a wood: where he beheld his miſerable {quite 


ſtretched upon the graſs, and Gilbert feeding by him 


altogether ungoncerned, the helmet and the launce 
ſuſpended at the ſaddle-bow, and the portmantua 
ſafely fixed upon the crup per. 
The knight, riding up to CRaBSHaW, with 
equal ſurprize and concern, aſked what had brought 
him there; and TimoTHay, after ſome pauſe, during 


which he ſurveyed his maſter with a rueful aſpeQ, 


anſwered, * The devil.“ One would imagine, 


indeed, you had ſome ſuch conveyance, (ſaid Sir 
LauUxceLoT.) I have followed your cries fince | 
evening I know not how, nor whither, and never 


could come up with you till this moment. But, ſay, 
what damage have you ſuſtained, that you lie in 


that wretched poſture, and groan ſo diſmally ?“ 
I can't gueſs, (replied-uþp Goalie) if it bean't that 
ille 


mai hoole carcaſe is dr 


by vive hoondred and vifty thouſand legions of 
devils, and there's an end oan't.” „ Well, you 


muſt have a. little patience, CRABSHA W- theres a 


ſalve for eyery ſore.—““ Vaw mought as well 
tell ma, for every zow there's a zirreverence.” 
« For a man in your condition, methinks you talk 
very much at your eaſe. Try if you can get up and 


mount Gilbert, that _ may be conveyed to ſome 


place where you can haye proper aſſiſtance.— 80 
well done chearlyp” . 


TiMoTHY 
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into oilet hools, and my 
fleſh pinched into a jelly. How! wherefore ? 
. (cried the knight)——who were the miſcreants that 
treated you in ſuch a barbarous manner? Do you 
know the ruffians ? 4 I know nothing at all, (an- 
. ſwered the peeviſh ſquire) but that I was tormented. 


0 
4 
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Tinor Rv actually made an effort to riſe ; but 
fell down again, and uttered a diſmal yell. Then 
his maſter exhorted him to take advantage of a park- 
wall, by which he lay, and raiſe himſelf gradually 


upon it. CRABSHAW, eying him aſkance, fajd, by 


way of reproach, for his not alighting and aſſiſtin 
him in perſon, ** Thatch'your houſe with a t— 


; | 9 
and you'll have more teachers than reachers.“ 


Having pronounced this elegant adage, he made 


ſhift: to ſtand upon his legs; and now, the knight 
lending a hand, was mounted upon Gilbert, though 
not without a world of oh's! and ah's! and other 
ejaculations of pain and impatience. As they ſog- 


ged on together, out adventurer endeavoured to learn 
the particulars of the diſaſter which had befallen the 
ſquire; but all the information he could obtain, a- 


mounted to a very imperfect ſketch of the adventure. 


By dint of a thouſand interrogations he underſtood, 


that CxansHaw had been, in the preceding even- 


ing, encountered by three perſons on horſeback,. 
with Venetian maſques on their faces, which he miſ- 


took for their natural features, and was terrifhed ac- 


cordingly : that they not only preſented piſtols to his 
| breaſt, and led his hee utof the highway; but 
pricked him with goads, and pinched him, from time 
to time, till he ſcreamed with the torture: that he 
Vas led through unfrequented places acroſs the coun- 
try, ſometimes at an eaſy trot, ſometimes at full 


gallop, and tormented all night by thoſe hideous dæ- 


mons, who vaniſhed at day-break, and left him ly- 


ing on the ſpot where he was found by his maſter. 
'Fhis was a myſtery which our hero could by no- 
means unriddle :- it was the more unaccountable, as 


the ſquire had not been robbed of his money, horſes, 


or baggage. He was even diſpoſed to believe, that 
CraBSHAW'S brain was difordered, and the whole 
account he had given, no more than a chimera- This 
opinion, however, he could no longer retain; when 
he arrived at an inn on the poſt road, and found, up- 
en examination, that TIMO TEHV's lower extremities 


Were 


% 
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were covered with blood, and all the reſt of his bo- 
dp ſpeckled with livid marks of contuſion. | But he 
was ftill more chagrined when the landlord informed 
him, that he was thirty miles diftant from the place 
where he had left AuxELIA, and that his way lay 
through croſs roads, which were almoſt impaſſable at 
that ſeaſon of the year. Alarmed at this intelligence, 
he gave directions that his ſquire ſhould be immedi- 
ately conveyed to bed in a comfortable chamber, as 
he complained more and more; and indeed was ſeiz- 
ed with a fever, occaſioned by the fatigue, the pain, 
and terror he had undergone. A neighbouring apo- 
thecary being called, and giving it as 11 opinion that 
he could not for ſome days be in a condition to tra- 
vel, his maſter depoſited a ſum of money in his hands, 
deſiring he might be properly attended, till he ſhould 
hear further. Then _— Bronzomarte, he ſet 
out with a guide for the place he had left, not 
without a thouſand fears and perplexities, ariſing 
from the reflection of having left the jewel of his 
heart with ſuch precipitation. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Which, it is to be hoped, the reader will find an 


þ. F976 medley of mirth and madneſs, ſenſe and 
abſurdity. | 88 A1 


T was not without reaſon that our adventurer 
afflicted himſelf: his fears were but too prophe- 
tick. When he alighted at the inn, which he had 
left ſo abruptly the preceding evening, he ran di- 
rectly to the apartment where he had been ſo happ 
in AUREL1A'S company; but her he ſaw not— all 
vas ſolitary. Turning to the woman of the houſe, 
who had followed him into the room, Where is 
the lady?“ cried he; in a tone of impatience. Mine 
hoſteſs, ſcrewing up her features into a very demure 
aſpeQ, ſaid ſhe ſaw fo many ladies, ſhe. could not 
pretend to knorv who he meant. I tell thee, woman, 


(exclaimed 
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-(exclaimed the knight, in a louder accent) thou never 

ſaweſt ſuch another I mean that miracle of beau- 
ty—” Very like, (replied the dame, as ſhe retired 
to the room-door;) Huſband, here's one as axes 
concerning a miracle of beauty; hi, hi, hi. Can you 
give him any information about this miracle of beau- 
ty ?——Ola! hi, hi, hi” Inſtead of anſwering this 
queſtion, the inn-keeper advancing, and ſurveying Sit 
Launcetor, „ Friend, (faid he) you are the per- 
ſon that carried off my horſe out of the ſtable.“ 
Tell not me of a horſe—where is the young lady?“ 
£© Now I will tell you of the horſe ; and Pl! make 
you find him too, before you and I part. Wretched 
animal! how dar'ſt thou dally with my impatience ?-- 

Speak, or deſpair. ——What'is become of Miſs Mx A- 
bos? Say, did ſhe leave this place of her own ac- 
cord, or was ſhe—hah !—ſpeak—anſwer, or, by the 
Powers above Ill anſwer you flat—ſhe you 
call Miſs M apows is in very good hands ſo you 
may make yourſelf eaſy on that ſcore—” Sacred 
Heaven ! explain your meaning, miſcreant, or Pl! 
make you a dreadful example to all the inſolent pub- 
licans of the realm.” 80 lying, he ſeized him with 
one hand, and daſhing him on the floor, ſet one foot 
on his belly, and kept him trembling in that pro- 
ſtrate attitude. The hoſtler and waiter flying to the 
aſſiſtance of their maſter, our adventurer unſheathed 


his ſword, declaring he would diſmiſs their ſouls 


from their bodies. and exterminate the whole family 
from the face of the earth, if they would not imme- 
diately give him the ſatisfaction he required. 

The hoſteſs, being by this time terrified almoſt 
out of her ſenſes fell on her knees before him, beg- 
ging he would ſpare their lives and promiſing to de- 
clare the whole truth. He would not, however, re- 
move his foot from the body of her huſband, until 
ſhe told him, that, in leſs than half an hour after 
he had fallied out upon the ſuppoſed robbers, two 
chaiſes arrived, each drawn by four horſes ; that 
two men, armed with piſtols, alighting from _ 
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of them, laid violent hands upon the young lady ; 
and, notwithſtanding her ſtruggling and ſbrieking, 
forced her into the other carriage, m which was an 
infirm gentleman, who called himſelf her guardian : 
that the maid was left to the care of a third ſervant, 
to follow with a third chaiſe, which was got ready 
with all poſſible diſpatch, while the other two pro- 
ceeded at full ſpeed on the road to London. It was 
by this communicative lacquey: the people of the 
houſe were informed, that the old gentleman his maſ- 
ter was ſquire DazxEeL, the young lady his niece 
and ward, and our adventurer a needy ſharper, who 
wanted to make a prey of her fortune. The knight, 
fired even almoſt to frenzy by this intimation, ſpurn- 
ed the carcaſe of his hoſt; and, his eye gleaming 
terror ruſhed into the yard, in order to mount Bron- 
Zomarte, and purſue the raviſher, when he was di- 
verted from his purpoſe by a new incident. | 
One of the poſtilions, who had driven: the chaiſe 
in which DoLLy was conveyed, happened to arrive 
at that inſtant ; when, ſeeing our hero, he ran up 
to him cap in hand, and, preſenting a letter, accoſt- 
ed; him in theſe words: Pleaſe your noble ho- 
nour, if your honour be Sir LaunceLoT Greaves 
of the Weſt Riding, here's a letter from a gentlewo- 
man, that I promiſed to deliver into your honour's 
own hands.” '- Aan, | 
The knight ſnatching the letter with the utmoſt 
avicity, broke it up, and found the contents couched 
in theſe terms: TE 
«© Honoured Sir, 
The man az gi'en me leave to lat yaw know 
my dear leady is going to London with her unkle 
ſquaire DagxeL.——Be not conzarned, honoured 
fir, vor Þ'ſe teake it on mai laife, to let yaw knaw 
wheare we be zettled, if zo be I can vind wheare 
you loadge in London.—— The man zays vaw may 
put it in the” pooblic prints. I houp the bareheir 
will be honeſt enuff to deliver this fcrowl ; and that 


your 
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your honour will pardon. To bas 
4 f Your humbil ſervant to command 


DokorRHY CowsLiz. 


* P. S. Pleaſe my kaind farvice to laayer CLARk E. 
Squire DaxneL's man is very civil vor ſartain; but 
' Pave no thoughts on him I'll aſſure yaw. Marty 
| hap, worſe ware may have a better chap, as the 
zaying goes.“ No 40G 35G | . 
Nothing could be more ſeaſonable than the deli- 
very of this billet; which he had no ſooner peruſed, 
than his reflection returned, and he entered into a 
ſerious deliberation with his own heart. He conſi- 
dered that AuRELIA was by this time far beyond 


a poſſibility of ro overtaken, and that by a pre- 
ould only expoſe his own infir- 


cipitate purſuit he 
mities. He confided in the attachment of his miſ- 
treſs, and in the fidelity-of her maid, who would 
find opportunities of communicating her ſentiments, 
by the means of this lacquey, of whom he perceived 


by the letter ſhe had already made a conqueſt. He 


therefore reſolved to bridle his impatience, to pro- 
ceed leiſurely to London, and, inſtead of er any 
raſh ſtep which might induce AnTHonY Daxner 


to remove his niece from that city, remain in ſeem- 


ing quiet until ſhe ſhould be ſettled, and her guar- 
dian returned to the country. AURELIA had men- 
tioned to him the name of Doctor KA WDLE, and 
from him he expected, in due time, to receive the 
moſt intereſting information. 4 | 
Theſe reflections had an inſtantaneous effect upon 
our hero, whoſe rage immediately ſubſided, and 
whoſe viſage gradually reſumed its natural caſt of 
courteſy and good humour. He forthwith. gratified 
the poſtilion with ſuch a remuneration, as tent him 
dancing into the kitchen, where he did not fail to 


extol the generoſity and immenſe fortune of Sir 


LAUNCELOT GREAVES. | | 
Our adventurer's next ſtep was to ſee Brongomarte 
properly accommodated ; then he ordered a refreſh- 
| ment 


fs 
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ment for himſelf, and retired into an apartment, 
where mine hoſt with his wife and all the ſervants 
waited on him, to beſeech his honour to forgive 
their impertinence, which was owing to their igno- 
rance of his honour's quality, and the falſe informa- 
tion they had received from the gentleman's ſervant. 
He had too much magnanimity to retain the leaſt © 
reſentment againſt ſuch inconſiderable objects. He 
not onl ae them without heſitation ; but aſ- 
ſured the landlord he would be accountable for the 
horſe, which, however, was that fame evening 
brought home by a countryman, who had found him 
pen as it were within the walls of a ruined cot- 
tage. As the knight had been greatly fatigued, with- 
out enjoying any reſt for eight and forty hours, he 
reſolved to indulge himſelf with one night's repoſe; 
and then return to the place where he had left his 
ſ{quire indiſpoſed : for by this time even his concern 
for TiMoTHY had recurred. e 
On a candid ſcrutiny of his own heart he found 
himſelf much leſs unhappy than he had been bef 
his interview with AUREL1a; for, inſtead of being 
as formerly tormented with the pangs of defpairing 
love, which had actually unſettled his underſtand- 
ing, he was now mp" convinced that he had in- 
ſpired the tender. breaſt of Aux ELI A with mutual 
affection; and though ſhe was invidiouſly ſnatched 
from his embrace, in the midſt of ſuch endearments 
as had wound up his ſoul to extaſy and tranſport, 
he did not doubt of being able to reſcue her from 
the power of an inhuman 1 whoſe guardian- 
ſhip would ſoon of courſe expire; and in the mean 
time, he reſted with the moſt perfect dependence on 
her conſtancy and virtue. | 
As he next day croffed the country, ruminatin 
on the difaſter that had befallen his {quire, and coul 
now compare circumftances cooly, he eaſily compre- 
hended the whole ſcheme of that adventure, which 
was no other than an ariifice of AnTHoxny DARN EL 
and his emiſlacies, to draw him from the inn where 
CT. _- -- "he 
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he propoſed to execute his deſign upon the innocent 


Aux ELIA. He took it for granted, that the uncle, 
having been made acquainted with his niece's elope- 


ment, had followed her track by the help of ſuch 
information as he received from one ſtage to another; 
and that, receiving more particulars at the Wh3te Hart 
touching Sir LauncELoT, he had formed the ſcheme 


in which Crxapsnaw was an involuntary inſtrument 


towards the ſeduction of his maſter. | 
| Amuſing himſelf with theſe and other cogitations, 
our hero in the afternoon reached the place of his 


© deſtination; and entering the inn where TI vorn 
had been left at ſick quarters, chanced to meet the 
apothecary retiring precipitately in a very unſavoury 


ickle from the chamber of his patient. When he 
inquired about the health of his ſquire, this retainer 


to medicine, wiping himſelf all the while with a 
napkin, anſwered in manifeſt confuſion, that he ap- 


prehended him to be in a very dangerous way, from 
an inflamation of the pia mater, which had produced 

ſt furious delirium. Then he proceeded to ex- 
FI in technical terms, the method of cure he had 


followed; and concluded with telling him the poor 


Squire's brain was ſo outrageouſly diſordered; that 
he had rejected all adminiſtration, and juſt thrown 

an urinal in his face. 1 N 
The knight's humanity being alarmed at this in- 


| OY he reſolved that CRABSRHAW ſhould have 


the benefit of further advice, and aſked if there was 


not'h phyſician in the place. The apothecary, after 


ſome interjections of heſitation, owned there was a 
doctor in the village, an odd fort of an humouriſt ; 
but he believed he had not much to do in the way 
of his profeſſion, and was not much uſed to the forms 


of preſcription. He was counted a ſcholar, to be 


ſure ; but as to his medical capacity.——he would 
not take upon him to ſay « No matter, (cried 
Sir LAUNCELOT) he may ſtrike out ſome lucky 
thought for the benefit of the patient; and I deſire 
you will call him inſtanthF.” 


While 


- 
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While the apothecary was abſent on this ſervice, 
eur adyenturer took it in his head to queſtion the 
landlord about the character of this phyſician, which 
had been fo unfavourably repreſented, and received 
the following information 0 

« For my peart, meaſter, I knows _— 
of the doctor—— he's a quiet ſort of an inoffenſive 
man; uſes my houſe ſometimes, and pays for what 
he has, like the reſt of my cuſtomers. They ſays he 
deals very little in phyſic ſtuff, but cures his patients 
with faſting and water-gruel, whereby he can't ex- 
pe& the *pothecary to be his friend. You knows, 
meaſter, one muſt live, and let live, as the ſaying is, 
] muſt ſay, he, for the value of about three guineas, 
ſet up my wife's conſtitution, in ſuch a manner, that 
I have ſaved within theſe two years, I believe, vorty 
pounds in*pothecary's bills. But what of that? Every 

man muſt yeat, thof at another's expence ; and I 
ſhould be in a deadly hole myſelf, if all my cuſtomers 
ſhould take it into their heads to drink nothing but 
water-gruel, becauſe it is good for the conſtitution. 
Thank God, I have as good a conſtitution as e er a 
man in England; but for all that, I and my whole fa- 
mily bleed and purge, and take a diet-drink twice a 
year, by way of ſerving the *pothecary, who is a ve- 
ry honeſt man, and a very good neighbour.” 

Their converſation was interrupted by the return 
of the apothecary with the doQtor, who had very lit- 
tle of the faculty in his appearance. He was dreſ- 
ſed remarkably plain; ſeemed to be turned of fifty; 
had a careleſs air, and a farcaſtical turn in his coun- 
tenance. Before he entered the fick man's cham- 
ber, he aſked ſome queſtions concerning the diſ- 
eaſe ; and when the „ ene pointing to his own 
head, ſaid, It hes all here ;” the doQor turning to 
Sir LAUNCELOT, replied, * If that be all, there's 
nothing in it.“ Meat | 

Upon a more particular enquiry about the ſymp- 
toms, he was told that the blood was ſeemingly viſ- 
cous, and falt upon the tongue ; the urine remarka- 

8 . 4 . bly 


1 
; - 
* 
4 
3 
1 
Ly 
4 
= 
or 
. 
* 
36 
. . 
2 4 
a 
1; 
»— x 
Xx 
wx . 
3 
LT 
21 - 
4. 
„ 
-77S 4 
+158 
n 
þ 
E 
— 
* 
LE 
= 
OS: 
=” 
1 
E 
#85. 
*# 
. 
* o 
2 * 
4 
< * 
i #4 
1 
A 
4 
de 
2 
v . 
3 
"23 
4% 
"= 
» 
V4 
©Y 
815 
1 Ml 
i 3 
nin 
_ 
it 
8 
8 
* 4 
£4 
ma: 
os 
33 
N 
„ 
Fx 
CB . 
T 47 
FLY 
by ö 
= 
* 
£4 
De 
k \ 
LES 
1 
t 
* 
85 
3 
7 
1 8 
. K 
. 
1 
* 
43 
. 
A* 
* * 
by * 
fy 6, 
"7 
ns - 
&. 
"a 
8 
. 
* 


curtiſies with great decorum. 
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bly acroſaline; and the fæces atrabilous and feetid. 
When the doctor ſaid he would engage to find the 


ſame phænomena in every healthy man of the three 


kingdoms ; the apothecary added, that the patient 
was manifeſtly comatous, and moxeover afflicted with 
riping pains and borborygmata.— A f—t for your 
ee (cried the phyſician.) What has been 
done? Io this queſtion he replied, that venæſection 
had been three times performed: that a veſicator 


had been he dee inter ſcapulas: that the patient had 
1 


taken occaſionally of a cathartic apozem, and, be- 
tween. whiles, alexipharmic boluſes and neutral 
draughts.— © Neutral, indeed, (ſaid the doQor ;) ſo 
neutral, that I'll be crucified if ever they declare ei- 


ther for the patient or the diſeaſe. 80 ſaying, he 


bruſhed into CRABSNHAW's chamber, followed by dur 
adventurer, who was almoſt ſuffocated at his firſt en- 
trance. The day was cloſe, the window-ſhutters 
were faſtened: a huge fire blazed in the chimney ; 


thick harateen curtains were cloſe drawn round the 
\ bed, where the wretched tquire lay extended under an 


enormous load of blankets. The nurſe, who had all the 
exteriors of a bawd given to drink, ſat ſtewing in this 
apaitment, like a damned foul in ſome. infernal bag- 
nio: but riſing when the og Any made her 
ell, (faid the doc- 
tor) how does your patient, nurſe?” „ Bleſſed be God 
for it, I hope in a fair way :—to be ſure his apozem has 
had a bleſſed effect five and twenty ſtools ſince 
three o'clock in the morning. But then a' would 
not ſuffer the bliſters to be put upon his thighs —— 
Good lack ! a' has been mortaily oſtropulous, and out 
of his ſenſes all this blefſed day.” ——< You lie, 
(cried the ſquire) I a'n't out of my ſeven ſenſes, thof 
I'm half mad with vexation.” ; | 
The doctor having withdrawn the curtain, the 
hapleſs ſquire appeared very pale and ghaſtly; and 
having ſurveyed his maſter with a rueful aſpect, ad- 
dreſſed him in theie words: « Sir knight, I beg a 


| boon: be pleaſed to tie a ſtone about the neck of che 


apotheca:y, 


\ 
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apothecary, and a halter about the neck of the nurſe, 
and throw one into the next river, and the other over 
the next tree, and in ſo doing you will do a charitable 
deed to your fellow- creatures; for he and ſhe do the 
devil's work in partnerſhip, and have ſent many a 
ſcore of their betters home to him before their time.” 
« Oh, he begins to talk ſenſibly.” “ Have a good 
heart, (faid the phyſician.) What is your diforder ?” 
„ phyſick.” “ What do you chiefly complain of?” 
« The doctor.“ „Does your head ach?” „ Yea, 
with impertinence.” «- Have you a pain in your 
back!?“ „ Yes, where the bliſter lies.” © Are you 
fick at ſtomach?” „ Yes, with hunger.” « Do you 
feel any ſhiverings?“ © Always at ſight of the apo- 
thecary.” © Do you percewe any load in your 
bowels?” „I would the apothecary's conſcience was 
as clear.” Are you thirſty ?” Not thirſty enough 
to drink barley-water.” © Be pleaſed to look into 
his fauſes, (ſaid the apothecary:) he has got a rough 
tongue, and a very foul mouth, Pl] aſſure you.” « I 
have known that the caſe with ſome limbs of the fa- 
culty, where they. ſtood more in need of correction 
than of phyſic.——We'l, my honeſt friend, ſince 
you have already undergone the proper purgations in 
due form, and ſay you have no other diſeaſe than the 
doctor, we will ſet you on your legs again, without 
further queſtion. Here, nurſe, open that window, 
and throw theſe phials into the ſtreet. Now lower the 
curtain without ſhutting the caſement, that the mah 
may not be. ftifted in his own ſteam. In the next 
place, take off two thirds of theſe. coals; and one third 
of theſe blankets. How do'ſt feel now, my 
heart? „I ſhould feel heart-whole, if ſo be yow 
would throw the noorſe a'ter the bottles, and the 
thecary after the noorſe, and oorder me a pound of 
chops for my dinner; for I be fo hoongry, I could ea 
a horſe behind the faddle.” 25 Mien bas 
The apothecary ſeeing what paſſed, retired of 
his own accord, holding up his hands in ſign of a- 
Roniſhment. The nurſe was diſmiſſed in the fame 
> 4 Pp 3 breath. 
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breath. CRABSHAW roſe, dreſſed himſelf without 
aſſiſtance, and made a hearty meal on the firſt eata- 
ble that preſented itſelf to his view. The knight 
ſſed the evening with the phyſician, who, from his 
firſt appearance, concluded he was mad; but, in the 
courſe of converſation, found means to reſign that o- 
pinion, without adapting any other in lieu of it, and 
arted with him under all the impatience of curioſity. 
he knight, on his ag was very. well entertained 
with the witty ſarcaſms and erudition of the doQoy, 
who appeared to be a ſort of cinic philoſoper, tinc- 
tured with miſanthropy, and at open war with the 
whole body of apothecaries, whom however, it was 
by no means his intereſt to diſoblige. 
Next day, CRABSRHAw being to all appearance 
perfectly recovered, our adventurer reckoned with 
the. apothecary, payed the landlord, and ſet out on 
his return for the London- road, reſolving to lay aſide, 
his armour at ſome diſtance from the metropolis : 
for, ever fince his interview with AuRELIA, his 
fondneſs for chivalry had been gradually abating. 
As the torrent of his deſpair had diſordered the cur- 
rent of his ſober reflection, ſo now, as that deſpair 
ſubſided, his thoughts began to flow deliberately in 
their antient channel. All Cay long he regaled his 
imagination with plans of connubial happineſs, form- 
ed on the poſſeſſion of the incomparable AURELIA; 
determined to wait with patience, until the law 
ſhould ſuperſede the authority of her guardian, rather 
than adopt any violent expedient which might ha- 
ard the intereſt of his paſſion. . | 
He had for ſome time travelled in the turnpike 
road, when his reverie was ſuddenly interrupted by 
a confuſed noiſe ; and when he lifted up his eyes, 
he beheld at a little diſtance a rabble of men and wo- 
men, variouſly armed with flails, pitchforks, poles, 
and muſkets, acting offenſively againſt a ſtrange fi- 
gure on horſeback, who, with a kind of launce, 
laid about him with incredible fury. Our ad- 
venturer was not ſo totally abandoned by the 
. * 8 ſpirit 
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ſpirit of chivalry, as to ſee without emotion a ſin- 
gle knight in danger of being overpowered by ſuch a 
multitude of adverſaries. Without ſtaying to put 
on his helmet, he ordered CRABSHAW to follow 
bim in the charge againſt thoſe plebeians: then 
couching his launce and giving Brongomarte the ſpur, 
he began his career with ſuch impetuoſity as over- 
turned all that happened to be in his way ; and in- 
timidated the rabble to ſuch a degree, that they re- 
tired before him like a flock of theep, the greater 
part of them believing.he was the devil in propria 
perſona. He came in the very nick of time to fave 
the life of the other errant, againſt whom three load- 
ed muſquets were actually levelled at the very in- 
ſtant that our adventurer began his charge. The 

unknown knight was fo ſenſible of the —— 
interpoſition, that riding up to our hero, Brother, 
(faid he) this is the ſecond time you have holp me off, 
when I was bump aſhore.—BESsS Miss Ex, I muſt fay, 
is no more than a leaky bum- boat, in compariſon of 
the glorious galley you want to man. I deſire that 
henceforth we may cruiſe in: he ſame latitudes, bro- 
ther, and I'll be damned if I don't ftand by you as long 
as I have a ſtick ftanding, or can carry a rag of 
6 | W 
By this addreſs our knight recognized the novice 
captain Crowe, who had found means to accom- 
modate himſelf with a very ſtrange ſuit of armour. 
By way »f helmet, he wore one of the caps uſed by 
the light horſe, with ſtraps buckled under his chin, 
and contrived in fuch a manner as to conceal his 
whole viſage, except the eyes. Inſtead of cuiraſs, 
mail, greaves, and the other pieces of complete ar- 
mour, he was caſed in a poſtilion's leathern jerkin, 
covered with thin plates of tinned iron; his buckler 
was a pot-lid, his launce a hop-pole ſhod with iron, 
and a baſket hilt broad ſword, like that of Hup1- 
BRAS, depended by a broad buff belt, that girded 
his middle. His feet were defended by jack-boots, 
and his hands by the gloves of a trooper. Sir Lau n- 
EELOT would not loſe time in examining particulars, 
H 4 : 28. 
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as he perceived that ſome miſchief- had been done, 
and that the enemy had rallied at a diſtance: he 
therefore commanded Crowe to follow him, and 
rode off with great expedition; but he did not per- 
ceive that his ſquire was taken prifoner ; nor did the 
captain recollect that his nephew Tou CARE E, 
had been diſabled and ſecured in the beginning of 
the fray. The truth is, the poor captain-had been 
ſo belaboured about the pate, that it was a wonder 
he remembered his own name. | 


CHAP. XVIL 


Containing adventures of chivalry, equally new and 
furpriging. N 


HE knight Sir LAuNcCBLOT, and the novice 
Crowe, retreated with equal order and ex- 
pedition to the diſtance of half a league from the 
field of battle, where the former, halting, propoſed 
to make a lodgment in a very decent — of en- 
tertainment, diſtinguiſhed by the ſign of St. GEORGE 
of Cappadocia encountering the dragon, an atchieve- 
ment in which temporal and ſpiritual chivalry were 
happily reconciled. Two fuch figures alighting at 
the inn-gate, did not paſs through the yard unno- 
ticed and unadmired by the gueſts and attendants ; 
ſome of whom fairly took to their heels, on the ſup- 
poſition that theſe outlandiſh creatures were the a- 
vaunt couriers, or heralds of a French invaſion. The 
fears and doubts, however, of thoſe who ventured 
to ſtay were ſoon diſpelled, when our hero accoſted 
them in the Engliſh tongue, and with the moſt cour- 
teous demeanour defired to be ſhewn into an apart- 
ment. Had captain Cxowe been the ſpokeſman, 
perhaps their ſuſpicions would not have ſo quick] 
ſubſided : for he was in reality, a very extraordi- 
nary novice, not only in chivalry, but alſo in his 
external appearance, and particularly in thoſe - 
| e 
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le&s of the Engliſh language which are uſed' by the 7 
terreſtrial animals of this kingdom. He defired the | 
hoſtler to take his horſe in tow, and bring him to- 
his moorings in à ſafe riding. He ordered the waiter, 
who ſhewed them into a parlour, to bear-a-hand, ſhip- 
his. oars, mind his helm, and bring aſong-fide a ſhort 
allowance of brandy or grog, that he might cant a 
ſlug into his bread room; for there was ſuch a heav- 
ing and pitching, that he believed he fhould ſhift his. 

ballaſt The fellow underſtood no part of this ad- 
dreſs but the word brandy, at mention of which he 
diſappeared. Then Crowe throwing himſelf into an 
elbow-chair, © Stop: my hawſe-holes, (cried he) I 
can't think what's the matter, brother; but, a gad, 
my head ſings and ſimmers like a pot of chowder.— 
My eye fight yaws to and again, d'ye ſee:— then 
there's fuck a walloping and whuſhing in my hold | 
fmite my—Lord have mercy upon us.—Here, you 1 
ſwab, ne'er mind a glaſs, — hand me the noggin—.“ 
Ihe latter part of this addreſs was directed to the 
waiter, who had returned with a quartern of brandy, 
which Crowe, ſnatching eagerly, ſtarted into his- 
| bread-room at one cant. Indeed there. was no time 
to be loſt, inaſmuch as he feemed to be on the verge 
of fainting away when he ſwallowed this cordial, by 
which he was inſtantaneouſly revived. . He then de- 
fired the ſervant to unbuckle the ſtraps of his hel- 
met; but this was a taſk which the drawer could not: 
perform, even though aſſiſted with the good offices: 
of Sir LANC LO: for the head and jaws: were ſo- 
much ſwelled with the diſcipline they had undergone, 
that the ſtraps and buckles lay buried, as it were, in 
pits formed 55 the tumefaction of the adjacent parts. 
Fortunately for the novice, a neighbouring ſurgeon, 
paſſed by the door on horſeback; a en 
which the waiter, who ſaw him from the window, 
no ſooner diſcloſed, than the knight had recourſe to 
his aſſiſtance. This practitioner having viewed the 
whole figure, and more particularly the head of 
CRO WE, in ſilent wonder proceeded to feel his pulſe 3. 
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and then declared, that as the inflamation was verx 
great, and going on with violence to its akme, it 
would be neceſſary to begin with copious phlebotomy, 
and then to empty the inteſtinal canal. So ſay ing, he 
began to ſtrip the arm of the captain, who perceiv- 
ing his aim, Avaſt, brother, (cried he) you go the 
wrong way to work——yon may as well rummage 
the after-hold, when the damage is in the forecaſtle 
T ſhall right again, when my jaws are unhooped.” 
With theſe words he drew a claſp-knife from his 
pocket, and, adyancing to a glaſs, applied it fo - 
vigorouſly to the leather ſtraps of his head piece, 
that the Gordian-knot was cut, without any other 
damage to his face than a moderate ſcarification, 
. which, added to the tumefaction of features, natu- 
wile ſtrong, and a whole week's growth of a very 
buſby beard, produced, on the whole, a moſt hide- 
ous caricatura. After all, there was a neceſſity for 
the adminiſtration of the ſurgeon, who found divers 
contuſions on different parts of the ſkull, which 
even the tin- cap had not been able to protect from 
the weapons of the ruſticks. ' | 
Theſe being ſhaved and dreſſed ſecundum artem,. 
and the operator diſmiſſed with a proper acknow- 
ledgment, our knight detached one of the poſt-boys 
to the field of ation for intelligence concerning, _ 
Mr. CLARK E and ſquire T1MoTHY ;-and, in the inte- 
rim, deſired to know the particulars of Crowe's ad- 
ventures ſince he parted from him at the White Hart. 
A connected relation, in plain Engliſh, was what he 
had little reaſon to expect from the novice, who, ne- 
- vertheleſs, exerted his faculties to the uttermoſt for 
his ſatisfaction; he gave him to underſtand, that in 
ſteering his courſe to Birmingham, where he thought. 
of fitting himſelf with tackle, he had fallen in, by 
accident, at a public houſe, with an itinerant tinker, 
in the very act of mending a kettle : that, ſeeing him 
do his bufineſs like an able workman, he had appli- 
ed to him for advice; and the tinker, after having 
gonfidered the ſubject, had undertaken to make — 
FAR ch 
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ſuch a fuit of armour as neither ſword nor launce 
ſhould penetrate: that they adjourned to the next 
town, where the leather coat, the plates of tinned 
iron, the launce and the broad ſword were purchaſed, 
together with a copper ſauce-pan, which the artiſt 
was now at work upon in converting it into a ſhield: 
but in the mean time, the captain, Feing impatient 
to degin his career of chivalry, had accommodated 
f with a pot-lid, and taken to the high-way, 
notwithſtanding all the intreaties, tears and remon- 
ſtrances of his nephew Tom CLARK R, who could not 
however be prevailed upon to leave him in the dan- 
erous voyage he had undertaken: that this being 
ut the ſecond day of his journal, he deſcried five or 
ſix men on horſeback, bearing up full in his teeth z 
upon which he threw his fails a-back, and prepared 
for action: that he hailed them at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance and bad them bring to: that, when they came 
along-fide, notwithſtanding his hail, he ordered them 
to clew up their corſes, and furl their top-ſails, o- 
therwiſe he would be foul of their quarters: that 
hearing this ſalute, they luffed all at once, till their 
cloth thook in the wind: then he hollowed in a loud 
yoice, that his ſweetheart BESsSLIA Miss EN wore 
the broad pendant of beauty, to which they muſt ſtrike 
their topſails on pain of being ſent to the bottom: 
that, Ir having eyed him for ſome time with aſto- 
piſhment, they clapped on all their fails, ſome of 
them running under his ſtern, and others athwart his 
fore-foot, and got clear off: that, not ſatisfied with 
running a head, they all of a ſudden tacked about, 
and one of them boarding him on the lee- quarter, 
gave him ſuch a drubbing about his upper works, that 
the lights danced in his lanthorns: that he returned 
the ſalute with his hop-pole fo effectually, that his 
aggreſſor broached-to in the twinkling of an hand- 
ſpike ; and then he was engaged with all the reſt of 
the enemy, except one who ſheered off, and ſoon 
returned with a moſqueto fleet of ſmall craft, Who, 
had done him conſiderable damage, and, in all pro- 
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bability, would have made prize of him, hadn't he 
been brought off by the knight's gallantry. He ſaid, 
that in the beginning of the confliQ Tom CLARKE 
rode up to the foremoſt of the enemy, as he did _ 
' poſe, in order to prevent hoſtilities ; but before he 
got up to him, near enough to hold diſcourſe, he was 
pooped with a ſea that almoſt ſent him to the bot- 
tom, and then towed off he knew not whither. 
Crowe had ſcarce finiſhed his narration, which 
conſiſted of broken hints, and unconneQed exploſt- 
ons of ſea-terms, when a gentleman of the neigh- 
bourhood, who acted in the commiſſion of the peace, 
arrived at the gate, attended by a conſtable, who 
had in cuſtody the bodies of Thomas CLARKE and 
TiwoTHY CRABSHAW, ſurrounded by five men on 
horſeback, and an innumerable poſſe of men, wo- 
men, and children on foot. The captain, who al- 
ways kept a good look out, no fooner deſcried this 
cavalcade and proceſſion than he gave notice to Sir 
LavuncBLoT, and adviſed that they ſhould crowd 
away with alt the cloth they could carry. Our ad- 
venturer was of another. opinion, and determined at. 
any rate to procure the enlargement of the priſoners. 
The juſtice ordering his attendants to ſtay without 
the gate, ſent his compliments to Sir LAUNcRLOT 
Greaves, and defired to ſpeak with him for a few 
minutes. He was immediately admitted, and could 
not help ſtarting at fight of CRowe, who, by this 
time, had no remains of the human phyſiognomy, 
ſo much was the ſwelling increaſed and the Kin diſ- 
coloured. The gentleman, whofe name was Mr. 
ELuv, having made a polite apology for the liberty 
He had taken, proceeded to untold his buſineſs. He 
faid, information had been lodged with him, as a 
juſtice of the peace, againſt two armed men on horſe- 
back, who had ſtopped five farmers on the king's 
highway, put them 1n fear and danger of their lives, 
and even aſſaulted, maimed, and wounded divers 
perſons, contrary to the king's peace, and in viola- 
tion of the ſtatute; that, by the deſcription, he ſup- 
Truth | ES: poſed 
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ſed the knight and his companion to be the per- 
ons againſt whom the complaint had been lodged ; 
and underſtanding his quality from Mr. CLarxe, 
| whom he'had known in LAS, he was come to wait 
on him, and, if poſſible, effect an accommodation. 
Our adventurer, having thanked him for the po- 
lite and obliging manner in which he proceeded; 
frankly told him the whole ſtory, as it had been juſt 
related by the captain; and Mr. EL had no rea- 
ſon to doubt the truth of the narrative, as it confirm- 
ce d every circumſtance which CLARKE had before re- 
ported. Indeed, Tom had been very communicative 
to this gentleman, and made him acquainted with the 
whole hiſtory of Sir LaunceLoT Greaves, as well 
as with the whimſical reſolution of his uncle, captain 
Crowe. Mr! Exmy now told the knight, thätcthe 
perſons whom the captain had ſtopped were farmers, 
returning from a neighbouring market, a ſet of peo- 
ple naturally booriſh, and at that time elevated with 
ale to an uncommon pitch of inſolence: that one of 
them, in particular, called PzicxLE, was the moſt 
quarrelſome fellow in the whole county: and to liti- 
gious, that he bad maintained above thirty law-ſuits, 
in eight and twenty of which he had been condem— 
ned in.coſts. He fad the others might be eaſily in- 
fluenced in the way of admonition; but there was 
no way of dealing with Prx1ickLE, except by the 
form andauthority of the law : he therefore 2 
to hear evidence in a judicial capacity, and, his 
clerk being in attendance, the court was immediately 
opened in the knight's apartment. | | 
By this time Mr. CLaxxe had made ſuch good 
uſe of his time in explaining the law to his audience, 
and diſplaying the great wealth and unbounded li- 
berality of Sir LaunceLoT Greaves, that he had 
actually brought over tous ſentiments the conſtable 
and the commonalty, tag, rag, and bob-tail, and even 
ſtaggered the majority of the farmers, who, at firſt, 
had breathed nothing but defiance and revenge. Far- 
mer STAKE, being an called to the bar, and ſworn, 
touching 
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touching the identity of Sir LaunceLoT Garzaves 
and captain Crowe, declared, that the faid Crowe 
had ſtopped him on the king's highway, and put him 

in bodily fear: that he afterwards ſaw the faid 
Crows with a pole or weapon, value three pence, 

breaking the king's peace, by committing aſſault and 
battery againſt the heads and ſhoulders of his majeſty's 
liege ſubjeQs, Georrxey PrIckLe, Hopce Dor, 

- Ricnard Bumykin, Mary Fanc, CaTHERINE 
RuBBLe, and Maxcexert LiTTER ; and that he 
faw Sir LaunceLoT GREAV ES, baronet, aiding, aſ- 

fiſting, and comforting the ſaid Crowe, contrary to 

the king's peace, and againſt the form of the ſtatute. 
,* Being aſked if the defendant, when he ſtopped 
them, demanded their money, or threatened vio- 
lence, he anſwered, he could not ſay, inaſmuch as 
the defendant ſpoke in an unknown language. Being 
 Interrogated if the defendant did not allow them 

to paſs without uſing any violence, and if they did 
not paſs unmoleſted ; the deponent replied in the af- 
firmative : being required to tell for what reaſon - 
they returned, and if the defendant Crowe was 

not aſſaulted before he began to uſe his weapon, 
the deponent made no anfwer. The depoſitions of 
farmer BuMexin and Muccins, as well as of 
Mapce LirTex and Maxy Fanc, were taken 
much to the ſame purpoſe ; and his worſhip earneſtly 
exhorted them to an accommodation, obſerving, 
that they themſelves were in fact the aggreſſors, 
and that captain Cxowe had done no more than ex- 
erted himſelf in his own defence. 1455 

They were all pretty well diſpoſed to follow his 
advice, except farmer PRIcxKLE, who, entering the 
court with a bloody handkerchief about his Bead 
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declared, that the law ſhould determine it at next 
ſize; and in the mean time inſiſted, that the defen- 
dants ſhould find immediate bail, or go to priſon, or 
be ſet in the ſtocks. He affirmed, that they had 
deen guilty of an affray, in appearing with armour 
and weapons not uſually worn, to the terror of 
n others, 
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others, which is in itſelf a breach of the peace: but 
that they had, moreover, with force of arms, that 
is to ſay, with ſwords, ſtaves, and. other warlike in- 
ftruments, by turns, made an aſſault and affray, to 
the terror-and diſturbance of him and divers ſubjects 
of our lord the king then and there being, and to 
the evil and pernicious example of the liege people - 
of the ſaid lord the king, and againſt the peace f 
our ſaid lord the king, his crown, and dignity. 
This - peaſant had purchaſed a few law-terms at 
a conſiderable expence, and he thonght he had a 
right to turn Var ene Br to the annoyance of all 
his neighbours. Mr. Eu v, finding him obſtinate- 
ly deaf to all propofals of accommodation, held the 
efendants to very moderate bail, the landlord and 
the curate of the pariſh freely offering themſe ves 
as ſureties. Mr. CLARK R with TIM or ET CAA 
$HAW, againſt whom nothing appeared, were now ſet 
at liberty; when the former, advancing to his wor- 
ſhip, gave information againſt Gzorexey PrIcnLE, 
and declared upon oath, that he had ſeen him aſſault 
captain Crowe, without any provocation; and when 
he, the deponent, interpoſed to prevent further miſ- 
chief, the ſaid Pxick LE had likewiſe aſſaulted and 
wounded him the deponent, and detained him for 
ſome time in falſe impriſonment, without warrant or 
authority. — 5 x 
In conſequence of this information, which was 
corroborated by divers evidences, ſelected from the 
mob at the gate, the tables were turned upon farmer 3 
PRICKLEZ, who was given to underſtand that he - -- 
muſt either find bail, or be forthwith impriſoned. | 
This honeft boor, who was in opulent circumſtances, 
had made ſuch popular uſe of the benefits he poſ- 
ſeſſed, that there was not an houſekeeper in the pa- 
riſh who would not have rejoiced to ſee him hanged. ' 
His dealings and connections however were ſuch, 
that none of the other four would have refuſed to Vi 
bail him, had n t CLARK E given them to underſtand, 1 
that, if they did, he would make them all rn 1 
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and parties, and have two ſeperate actions againſt: 
each. PRIcRLE happened to be at variance with the 


inn-keeper, and the curate durſt not diſoblige the 
vicar, who at that very time was ee, farmer for 


the ſmall wthes. He offered to depoſite a ſum equal 
to the recognizance of the knight's bail; but this 


was rejected as an expedient contrary to the practice 
of the courts. He ſent for the attorney of the village, 
to whom he had been a good cuſtomer ; but the- 


lawyer was hunting evidence in another county. The 
exciſeman preſented himſelf as a ſurety : but he not”. 


being an houſekeeper, was not accepted. Divers 


* cottagers, who depended on farmer PricKLE, were 


ſucceſſively refuſed, becauſe they could not prove 
that they had payed feot and lot, and pariſh taxes. 
The farmer, finding himfelf thus | ariel and in 
imminent danger of vifiting the inſide of a priſon, 
was ſeized with a paroxyſin of rage; during which he 


inveighed againſt the bench, reviled the two adven- 


turers errant, declared that he believed, and would 


lay a wager of twenty guineas, that he had more mo- 


ney in his pocket thau e'er a man in the company; 
and in the ſpace of a quarter of an hour ſwore forty 
oaths, Which the juſtice did not fail to- number. 
« Before we proceed to other matters, (faid Mr. 
ELMy) I order you to pay forty ſhillings for the 
oaths you have ſworn ; 2 will cauſe you to 
be ſet in the ſtocks, without further ceremony.” 
Px1CKLE, throwing down. a. couple of guineas, 
with. two execrations more to make up the. ſum, 
declared that he could afford to pay for rearing 
as well as &er a juſtice in the county; and repeate 
his challenge of the wager, which our adventurer 
now. accepted, proteſting, at the fame time, that it 


* 


was not a ſtep taken from any motive of pride, but 


intirely with a view to puniſh an inſolent plebeian, 
who could not otherwite be chaſtiſed without a 
breach of the peace. Twenty guineas being depo- 
fited on each fide in the hands of Mr. E Lu x, 
Px1ickLE, with equal confidence and diſpatch, pro- 


duced 


* 
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duced a canvas bag, containing two hundred and 
ſeventy pounds, which, being ſpread upon the table, 
made a very formidable ſhew, that dazzled the eyes 
of the beholders, and induced many of them to 
lieve he had infured his conqueſt. $4 

Our adventurer, aſking if he had any thing fur- 
ther to offer, and being anſwered in the negative, 
drew forth, with great deliberation, a pocket-book, 
in which there was a conſiderable parcel of bank- 

notes, from which he ſelected three of one hundred 
pounds each, and exhibited them upon the table, to 
the aſtoniſhment of all preſent. Pzx1cxLE, mad 
with his overthrow and loſs, ſaid it might be-necef- 
ſary to make him prove the notes were honeſtly 
come by; and Sir LaUunCELorT ftarted up, in order 
to take vengeance upon him for this inſult ; but was 
with-held by the arms and remonſtrances of Mr. 
Eumy, who aſſured him that Px1cxLe deſired no- 
thing ſo much as another broken head, to- lay the 
foundation of a new proſecution. | 

The knight, calmed by this interpoſition, turned 
to the audience, ſaying, with the moſt affable deport- 
ment, Good people, do not imagine that I intend. 
to pocket the f eil of ſuch a contemptible raſcal. 
I ſhall beg the * of this worthy gentleman to 
take up theſe twenty guineas, and diſtribute them as 
he ſhall think proper, among the poor of the pariſh : 
but, by this benefaction, I do not hold myſelf ac- 
quitted for the ſhare I had in the bruiſes ſome of you 
have received in this unlucky fray ; and therefore I 
give the other twenty guineas to be divided amo 
the ſufferers, to each according to the damage he or 
ſhe ſhall appear to have ſuſtained ; and I ſhall con- 
lider it as an additional obligation, if Mr. EL will 
likewiſe ſuperintend this retribution.” © - 

At the cloſe of this addreſs, the whole yard and 
gate way rung with acclamation : while honeft 

ROWE, Whoſe generoſity was not inferior even to 
that of the accompliſhed GREA VES, pulled out his 
purſe, and declared that as he had begun the engage- 

ment, 
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ment, he would at leaſt go ſhare and ſhare alike in 
new caulking their ſeams and repairing their timbers. 
The knight, rather than enter into a diſpute with 


his novice, told him he conſidered the twenty guineas + 


as given by them both in conjunction, and that they 
would confer together on that ſubje& hereafter. 
This point being adjuſted, Mr. ELux afſumed 
all the ſolemnity of the magiſtrate, and addreſſed 
- himſelf to Prick L in theſe words: „Farmer 
PIcRLE, I am both ſorry and aſhamed to ſee a man 
of your years and circumſtances ſo little reſpected, 
that you cannot find ſufficient bail for forty pounds ; 
a ſure teſtimony that you have neither cultivated the 
friendſhip, nor deſerved the good will of your neigh- 
bours. I have heard of your quarrels and your riots, 
your inſolence, and litigious diſpoſition and often 
wiſhed for an opportunity of giving you a proper 
taſte of the law's correction. at opportunity now 
offers. You have in the hearing of all theſe people 
poured forth a torrent of abuſe againſt me, both in 
the character of a gentleman and of a magiſtrate : 
your abuſing me perſonally, perhaps I ſhould have 
. overlooked with the contempt it deferves : but I 
ſhould ill vindicate the dignity of my office as ma- 
giſtrate, by ſuffering you to inſult the bench with 
impunity, I ſhall therefore impriſon you for con- 
tempt ; and you ſhall remain in jail, until you can 
find bail on the other proſecutions.” _ 
PxrIckLE, the firſt tranſports of his anger havin 

ſubſided, began to be pricked with the thorns of 
compundtion. He was indeed exceedingly mortifi- 
ed at the proſpect of being ſent to jail ſo diſgrace- 
fully. His countenance teh, and, after a hard in- 


* 
= 


ternal ſtruggle while the clerk was employed in 


writing the mittimus, he ſaid he hoped his worſhip 


would not ſend him to priſon. He begged 12 


of him and our adventurers for having abuſed them 


in his paſſion, and obſerved, that as he had received 
4 broken head, and payed two and twenty guineas 
for his folly, he could not be faid to have eſcaped 

altogether 
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altogether without puniſhment, even if the plaintiff 
ſhould agree to exchange releaſes. 5 3 
Sir LauncELorT, ſeeing this ſtubborn ruſtic ef- 
fectually humbled, became an advocate in his favout 
with Mr. Ecuy and Tom CLARKE, who forgave 
him at his requeſt, and a mutual releaſe belt exe- | 
cuted, the farmer was permitted to depart. The po- 
pulace were regaled at our adventurer's expence ; and 
the men, women, and children, who had been wound- 
ed or bruiſed in the battle, to the number of ten or 
a dozen, were defired to wait upon Mr. ELmy in the 
morning to receive the knight's bounty. The juſtice 
was prevailed upon to ſpend the evening with Sir 
LauNnCELoT and his two companions, for whom ſup- 
per was beſpoke ; but the firſt thing the cook pre- 
pared was a poultice for CRowe's head, which was 
now W to a monſtrous exhibition. Our knight, 
who was all kindneſs and complacency, ſhook Mr. 
CLAREKE by the hand, expreſſing his ſatisfaction at 
meeting with his old friends again, and told him ſoft- 
ly that he had compliments for him from Mrs. DoLLy 
CowsLi1e, who now lived with his AuzELA. 36; 
_ Crarxke was confounded at this intelligence, and 
after ſome heſitation, 4 Lord bleſs my ſoul! (cried 


he) Pl be ſhot then if the pretended Miſs Mz a- 


Dows wa'n't the ſame as Miſs DaxwneL?!” he then 
declared himſelf extremely glad that poor Dol 
| had got into ſuch an —— ſituation, paſſed ma- 
ny warm encomiums on her goodneſs of heart and 
virtuous inclinations, and concluded with appealing 
to the knight whether ſhe did not look very pretty 
in her rom joſeph. In the mean time, he procu- 
red a plaiſter for his own head, and helped to apply 
the poultice to that of his uncle, who was ſent io 
bed betimes with a moderate doſe of fack-whey to 
promote perſpiration. The other three paſſed the 
evening to their mutual ſatisfaction; and the juſtice 
in particular grew enamoured of the knight's cha- 
racter, daſhed as it was with extravagance. 
Let us now leave them to the enjoyment of a ſo- 
ber and rational converſation ; and give ſome ac- + 
' count 


its appearance. . | 


arrived about eleven at the ſign of the St. 
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count of other gueſts who arrived late in the evening, 


and here fixed their night quarters.—But as we have 
already treſpaſſed on the reader's patience, we ſhall 
give him a thort reſpite until the next chapter makes 
4 


* 


— 


HAP. XVII 


In which the rays of chivalry ſhine with renovate ; 


luſtre. | 
UR hero little dreamed that he had a formi- 
dable rival in the perſon of the 1 * who 

| EORGE, 
and, by the noiſe he made, gave intimation of his 
importance. This was no other than ſquire Sy c a- 


"MORE, Who, having received advice that Miſs Au- 


REL1A DaRNEL had eloped from the place of“ her 
retreat immediately took the field, in queſt of that 
lovely fugitive; hoping, that ſhould he have the 
good fortune to find her in her preſent diſtreſs, his 
good offices would not be rejected. He had follow- 
ed the chace ſo cloſe, that, immediately after our 
adventurer's departure, he alighted at the inn from 


whence AuREEIA had been conveyed ;-and there 


he learned the particulars which we have related 
above. Mr. Sycamore had a great deal of the 


childiſh romantic -in his diſpoſition, and, in the 


courſe of his amours, is ſaid to have always taken 


more pleafures in the purſuit than in the final poſſeſ- 


ſion. He had heard of Sir LaunceLoT's extrava- 
gance, by which he was in ſome meaſure infected; 
and he dropped an inſinuation, that he could eclipſe 
his rival even in his own lunatic ſphere. This hint 
was not loſt upon his companion, counſeller, and 


buffoon, the facetious Davy DAW DLE, who had 


ſome humour and a great deal of miſchief in his 
compoſition. He looked upon his patron as a fool, 
and his patron knew him to-be both knave and fool : 

e 
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yet the two characters ſuited each other ſo well, that 
they could hardly exift aſunder. Davy was an art- 
ful ſycophant, but he did not flatter in the uſual 


way; on the contrary, he behaved en cavalier, and 


treated SYCAMORE, on whoſe bounty he ſubſiſted, 
with the moſt farcaſtic familiarity. Nevertheleſs, he 
ſeaſoned his freedom with certain qualifying ingredi- 
ents that fubdued the bitterneſs of it, and was now 
become ſo neceſſary to the ſquire, that he had no idea 


of enjoyment with which DawoLe was not ſome how 
or other connected. There had been a warm diſpute 

betwixt them about the ſcheme of conteſting the prize 

with Sir LAUxcELor in the lifts of chivalry. Syca- 


MORE had inſinuated, that if he had a mind to play 


the fool, he could wear armour, wield a launce, and 


manage a charger, as well as Sir LaunctLort 
Gxeaves. DawbpLe ſnatching the hint, I had 
ſome time ago, (faid he) contrived a ſcheme for you, 


which I was afraid you had not addreſs enough to 


execute—Tt would be no difficult matter, in imitation 
of the batchelor Samyson CARRASco, to go in queſt 
of GREAVES as a knight errant, defy him as a rival, 
and eftabliſh a compact, by which the vanquiſhed 
ſhould obey the injunctions of the vitor”—— That 
is my very idea.” (cried SYS MORE) “ Your idea 
(replied the other) had you ever an idea of your own 
conception.” ——'Thus the diſpute began and was 
maintained with great vehemence, until other argu- 


ments failing, the ſquire offered to lay a wager of 


twenty guineas. To this propoſal DawopLe anſwer- 
ed by the interjection pijþ/ which inflamed Syca- 
MORE to a repetition of the defiance.—* : You are in 
the right (ſaid DawpLEe) to uſe ſuch an argument, 
as you know by me is unanſwerable. A wager of 
twenty guineas will at any time overthrow and. con- 


fute all the logick of the moſt able ſyllogift, who 
has not got a ſhilling in his pocket.” 


. DYCAMORE- looked very grave at this declaration, 


and, after a ſhort pauſe, faid; « I wonder, Daw- 


or, What you do with all your money!” © I am ſur- 


Fried 


Oy 

. y 

. / 
130 


190 The ADVENTURES T 


priſed you ſhould give yourſelf that trouble 
never aſk what you do with yours.“ “ You have 
no occaſion to aſk: you know pretty well how it 
goes.“ What! do you upbraid me with your 
- favours? —'tis. mighty well, Sycamore.” — “ Nay 
DawDdLE, I did not intend to atfront.”—* 2—8] 
affront ! what do you mean ?—< I'll aſſure you Davy, 
you don't know me, if you think I could be fo un- 
generous as to—a—to—” always thought, what- 
ever faults or foibles you might have, Sycamore, 
that you was not deficient in generofity,—tho? to be 
ſure it is often very abſurdly diſplayed.” - „ Ay, 
that's one of my greateſt foibles: I can't refuſe even 
- ſcoundrel, when I think he's in want——Here 
DawDLE, take that note.“ Not I, fir, what d'ye 
mean? what right have I to your notes.“ „ Nay 
but DAwpLE— come.“ —“ By no means,—it looks 
like the abuſe of good nature, all the world knows 
ou're good natured to a fault.” —<< Come dear 
| Davy ou ſhall—you muſt oblige me.” Thus 
urged, Da wol accepted the bank note with great 
reluctance, and reſtored the idea to the right owner. 
A ſuit of armour being brought from the garret 
or armoury of his anceſtors, he gave orders for hav- 
ing the pieces ſcoured and furbiſhed up; and his 
heart dilated with joy, when he reflected upon the 


ſuperb figure he ſhould make when caſed in complete 


ſteel, and armed at all points for the combat. 

When he was fitted with the other parts, Daw- 
DLE inſiſted on buckling on his helmet, which 
weighed fifteen pounds, and the head piece being 
adjuſted, made ſuch a clatter about his ears with a 
cudgel, that his eyes had almoſt ſtarted from their 
ſockets. His voice was loſt within the vizor, and- 
his friend affected not to underſtand his meaning 
when he made ſigns with his gauntlets, and endea- 
voured to cloſe with him that he might wreſt the 
cudgel from his hand. At length he defiſted, ſay- 
ing, „ Pll warrant the helmet found, by its ring- 
ing; and taking it off, found the ſquire in 4 cold 
| | | weat. 
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ſweat. He would have atchieved his firſt exploit on 
the ſpot, had his ſtrength permitted him to aſſault 
DawDLE ; but, what with want of air, and the diſ- 
cipline he had undergone, he had well nigh ſwooned 
away; and —. 1 enen the 8 1 his members, 
he was a ed by the a f is companion, 
who rotcted he meant pure; ily more than' 05 if 
the helmet was free of cracks, and whether or not 
it would prove a good protection for the head it co- 
vered. is excuſes were accepted: the armour was 
| packed N and next morning Mr. Sycamore ſet 
. ont from his own houſe, accompanied by DawpLe, 
who undertook to perform the part of his ſquire at 
the approaching combat. He was alſo attended by - 
a ſervant on horſeback, who had charge of the ar- 
mour, and another who blowed the trumpet. They + 
no ſooner underſtood that our hero was houſed at 
the GzorGe, than the trumpeter ſounded a charge, 
which alarmed Sir LaunceLoT and his company, 
anddiſturbed honeſt captain Crows in the middle of 
his firſt leep. Their next ſtep was to pen a chal- 
lenge, which, when the ſtranger departed, was by 
the trumpeter delivered with great ceremony into 
the hands of Sir LaunceLoT, who read it in theſe 
words. To the knight of the Creſent, greeting. 
Whereas I am informed you have the preſumption to lay 
. claim to the heart of the peerleſs AUxBLia Danner, 
| I pive you notice that I can admit no rivalſhip in the 
affe@ion of that paragon of beauty; and I exped# that 
vou will either reſign yaur pretenſions, or make it appear 
in ſingle combat, according to the law of arms, and the 
inſtitutions of chivalry, that you are worthy to diſpute 
her 2 with him of the 1 PoLyYDore.” 11 
ODiur adventurer was not a little ſurpriſed at this [| 
addreſs, which, however, he pocketed in ſilen ce: 
and began to reflect, not without mortification, that | 
he was treated as a lunatic by ſome perſon who 304 
wanted to amuſe himſelf with the infirmities of his 
fellow creatures. Mr. Thomas CLARKE, who faw 414 
the ceremony with which the letter was delivered, -- MA 
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and the emotions with which it was read, hied him 
to the kitchen for intelligence, and there learned that 


the ſtranger was ſquire Sycamore. He forthwith 
comprehended the nature of the billet, and, in the 


- apprehenſion that bloodſhed would enſue, reſolved 
to alarm his uncle, that he might aſſiſt in keeping 


the peace. He accordingly entered the apartment 


of the captain, who had been waked by the trum- 


pet, and now peeviſhly aſked the meaning of that 
damned piping, as if all hands were called upon, 
deck. CLARK EE having imparted what he knew of 
the tranſaction, together with his own conjectures, 
the captain ſaid, he did not n as how they would 
engage by candle light; and that for his own part 


he ſhould turn out in the larboard watch, long e- 


nough before any ſignals could be hove out for form- 
ing the line. With this aſſurance the lawyer retired 


to his neſt, where he did not fail to dream of Mrs. 


DoLLy Cowslir; while Sir Laux cELor paſſed the 


night awake, in ruminating on the ſtrange challenge 


he had received. He had got notice that the ſender 
was Mr. Sycamore, and heſitated with himſelf whe+ 


ther he ſhould not puniſh him for his impertinence: 


but when he reflected on the nature of the diſpute, 
and the ſerious conſequences it might produce, he re- 


ſolved to dicline the combat, as a trial of right and 


merit, founded upon abſurdity. Even in his maddeſt 
hours, he never adopted thoſe maxims of knight-er- 
rantty which related to challenges. He always per- 
ceived the folly and wickedneſs of airing a man to 


mortal fight, becauſe he did not like the colour of his 
| beard, or the complexion of his miſtreſs ; or of de- 


ciding by homicide, whether he or his rival deſerved 
the preference, when it was the lady's prerogative to 
determine which ſhould be the happy lover. It was 
his opinion that chivalry was an uſeful inſtitution 
while confined to its original purpoſes of protecting 
the innocent, aſſiſting the friendleſs, and bringing 
the guilty to condign puniſhment : but he could not 
conceive how theſe laws ſhould be anſwered by vio- 

| lating _ 
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lating every ſuggeſtion of reaſon, and every prece E 


of humanity. Captain CRowE did not examine the 
matter ſo philoſophically. He took it for granted 


that in the morning the two knights would come to 
action, and flept ſound on that ſuppoſition. But he 


roſe before it was day, reſolved to be ſome how con- 
cerned in the fray ; and underſtanding that the ftranger 
had a companion, ſet him down immediately for fil 
own antagoniſt. So impatient was he to eſtabliſh this 
| ſecondary conteſt, that by day break he entered the 
chamber of-DawDpLE, to which he was directed by 
the waiter, and rouſed him with a. hilloah, that 
might have been heard at the diſtance of half a league. 
DawDLE, ſtartled by this terrific ſound, ſprung out 


of bed, and ſtood upright on the floor, before he 


opened his eyes upon the object by which he had 
been ſo dreadfully alarmed. But when he beheld the 
head of Crowe, ſo ſwelled and ſwathed, fo livid, 
hideous, and grieſly, with a broad ſword by his ſide, 


and a caſe of piſtols in his girdle, he believed it was 


the apparition of ſome murthered man; his hair briſt- 


led up, his teeth chatteted, aud his knees knocked ; 
he would have prayed, but his tongue denied its of- 


fice. Crows leeing his perturbation, ** May hap 
friend, ſaid he, you take me for a buccaneer : but 1 
am no ſuch perſon.—My name is captain Crowes. — 
I come not for your filver nor your gold; your rig- 


ging nor your ſtowage, but hearing as how your 


triend intends to bring my friend Sir LaunceLor 
Greaves to action, d'ye ſee; I deſite in the way of 


friendſhip, that, while they are engaged, you and I. 


as their ſeconds, may lie board and board for a few 
glaſſes, to divert one another, d'ye ſee.” , DawpLe 
hearing this requeſt; began to retrieve his faculties, 
and throwing himſelf into the attitude of HamLer, 
when the ghoſt appears, exclaimed in theatrical ac- 
cent, © Angels and miniſters of grace defend us! —Art 

thou a ſpirit of grace, or goblin damn'd ??—As he 
ſeemed to bend his eye on vacancy, the captain began 


to think that he really ſaw ſomething preternatural, 
EN 22 | 
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and fared wildly around. Then ny himſelf 
to the terrified ee « Damn'd (faid he) for 
what ſhould I. be damn'd ? if you are afeard of gob- 
lins brother, put your truſt in the Lord, and he'll 
Tove.a ſheet-anchor to you.“ The other having by 
this time recollected himſelf perfectly, continued, 
notwithſtanding, to ſpout tragedy, and in the words 
of Maczerta pronounced, c. 115 


„ What man dave, I dare: | ETA 
Approach thou like the rugged Ruſſian bear, 
The armed rhinoceros, or Hyrcanian typer ; 
| Take any ſbape but that, and my firm nerves 
Shall never tremble...” F148 


« Ware names Jack, (cried the impatient mariner) 
if fo. be as how you'll bear a hand and rig yourſelf, and 
take a ſhort trip with me into the offing, we'll over- 
haul this here affair in the turning of a capſtan.“ 

At this juncture they were joined by Mr. Syca- 
MORE in his night-gown and ſlippers. Diſtyrded by 
CROWE's firſt ſalute he had ſprung up; and now ex- 
preſſed no ſmall aſtoniſhment at firſt fight of the no- 
vice's countenance. After haying gazed alternately at 
him and Da WDCS, Wha have we got here, ſaid he, 
raw head and bloody bones?“ When his friend, ſlip- 
ping on his cloaths, gave him to underſtand that this 
was a friend of Sir LA UN CELOT GrEAves, and ex- 

plained the purport of his errand, he treated him 
with more civility: He aſſured him that he ſhauld 
have the pleaſure to break a fpear with Mr. Da W- 

DLE ; and fignified his ſurpriſe that Sir LAUxNcELO r. 
had made no anſwer to his letter. It being by this 
time clear day light, and Cow E extremely intereſt- 
ed in this affair, he broke without ceremony into the 
knight's chamber, and told him abruptly that the ene- 
my had brought to, and waited for his coming up, in 
order to begin the action. Pye hailed his conſort, 
ſaid he, a ſhambling chattering fellow : he took me 
firſt for an hobgoblin, then calied me names, a tyger, 
a wrynoſe 0'role, and a Perſian bear: but egad, if I 

5 „ come 
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come athwart him, -Pll make him look like the bear 
and ragged ſtaff before we part —I wool.” 
This intimation was not received with that alacrity 
which the captain expected to find in our adventurer, 
who told him in a peremptory tone, that he had ao 
defign to come to aRion, and defired to be left to his 
repoſe. Crows forthwith retired; creſt fallen; and 1 
muttered ſomething which was never diſtinctly heatd, .——— ” 
About eight in the morning Mr. Dawypls brought 
him a formal meſfage from the knight of the Griffin, . 
defiring he would appoint the lifts, and give fecurity 
of the field. To which requeſt he made anfwer in a 
very compoſed and ſolemn accent, If the perſon 
who ſent you, thinks I have injured him, let hint 
without diſguiſe or any ſuch ridiculous ceremony, 
explain the nature of the wrong; and then I ſhalb 
give fuch ſatisfaction as may ſuit my conſcience and 
my charaQer. If he hath beſtowed his affection upon 
any particular object, and looks upon me as a favour- 
ed rival, I ſhall not wrong the lady fo much as to 
take any ſtep that may prejudice her choice, eſpeci- 
ally a ſtep that contradicts — own reaſon as much as 
it would outrage the laws of my country. If he who 
calls himfelf knight of the Griffin, is really deficous - 
of treading in the paths of true chivalry, he will not 
want opportunities of ſignalizing his valour in the 
cauſe of virtue Should he, notwithſtanding this de- 
elaration, offer violence to me in the courſe of my 
occaſions, he will always find me in a poſture of de- 
fence: or, thould he perſiſt in repeating his importuni- 
ries, I ſhal! without ceremony chaſtiſe the meſſenger.“ 
His declining the combat was interpreted into fear by 
Mr. Sycamore, who now became more inſolent and 
ferocious, on the ſuppoſition of our Knight's timidity. 
Sir LaunceLoT, mean while, went to breakfaſt with 
his friends; and having put on his armour, ordered 
the horſes to be brought forth. Then he payed the 
bill, and walking deliberately to the gate, in pre- 
fence of ſquire'Sy camonre and his attendants, vaulted 
at one ſpring into the ſaddle of Brorzomarte, whoſe 
92 12 neighing 
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neighing. and curvetting proclaimed the joy he felt in 
being mounted by his accompliſhed maſter. 

: Though the knight of the Griffin did not think 
proper to inſult his rival perſonally, his friend Daw- 
DLE did not fail to crack ſome jokes on the. figure 
and . horſemanſhip of Cxowe ; who again declared 
he ſhould be glad to fall in with him upon the voy- 
age: nor did Mr. CLARK x 's black patch and rueful 
countenance. paſs: unnoticed and unridiculed. As 
for TimoTHyY CRrRAaABSHAW, he beheld his brother 
uire with the contempt of a veteran: and Gilbert 
payed him his compliments with his heels at part- 


ing: but when our adventurer and his retinue were 


clear of the inn, Mr. SYCamore .ordered his trum- 
peter to ſound a retreat, by way of triumph over his 


Antagoniſt. Perhaps he would have contented him- 


ſelf with this kind of victory had not DaAwolE 
further inflamed his envy and ambition by launch- 
ing out in praiſe of Sir LaunceLoT. He obſerved 
that his countenance was open and manly ; his joints 


ſtrong knit, and his form unexceptionable ; that he 


trod like HexcuLEes, and vaulted into the ſaddle 
like a winged MERCURY: nay, he even hinted it 
was lucky for SYCAMORE, that the knight. of the 
Creſcent happened to be ſo pacifically diſpoſed. 
His patron ſickened at theſe praiſes, and took fire 


at the laſt obſervation. He affected to undervalue 


perſonal beauty, though the opinion of the world 
had been favourable to himſelf in that particular; he 


ſaid he was at leaſt two inches taller than Gzeaves; 


and as to ſhape and air, he would make no com- 
pariſons; but with reſpect to riding, he was ſure 
he had a better ſeat than Sir LAUSCELOT, and 
would wager five hundred to fifty guineas, that he 
would unhorſe him at the firſt encounter. There 
is no occaſion for laying wagers, replied Mr. Da w- 
DLE, the doubt may be determined in half an hour. 
—Sir LAUNCELOT is not a man to avoid you at full 


gallop.” SYCAMORE, after ſome heſitation, declar- 


ed he would follow and provoke him to battle, on 
| | condition 
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condition that DA w DLE would engage CRO WE; and 
this condition was accepted: for though Davy had 
no ſtomach to the tryal, he could not readily find 
an excuſe for declining it : befides, he had diſcover- 
ed the captain to be a very bad horſeman, and re- 
ſolved to eke out his own ſcanty valour with a bor- 
der of ingenuity. - The ſervants were immediately 
ordered to unpack the armour, and in a little time, 
Mr. SycamoRe made a very formidable appearance. 
But the ſcene that followed 1s too important to be 
huddled in at the end of a chapter, and therefore 


we ſhall reſerve it for a more conſpicuous place in 
theſe memoirs. 5 


rann 1 the. 4 


— 


CHAP. XIX. 


| Shewing that he who plays at bodult, muff ex pect to- 


meet with rubbers. 


R. SYCAMORE, alias the knight of the Griffin, 
ſo denominated from a Gryphon painted on 
his ſhield, being armed at all points, and his friend 
DawDdLE provided with a certain implement, which 
he flattered himſelf, would enfure a victory over the 
novice CRo ME; they ſet out from the GS OoRGE, with | 
their attendants, in all the elevation of hope, and 
pranced along the highway that led towards London, 
that beinz the road- 83 our adventurer purſued. 
As they were extremely well mounted, and proceed-- 
ed at a round pace, they, in leſs than two hours, 
came up with Kr LAuxegor and his company; 
and SYCAMORE ſent another formal defiance to the 
knight, by his trumpeter, DawpLe having, for 
good reaſons, declined that office. 

Our adventurer hearing himſelf thus addreſſed, 
and ſeeing his rival, who had paſſed him, poſted to 
obſtruct his progreſs, armed cap-a-pie, with his 
launce in the reft: determined to give the ſatisfaction 
that was required, and deſired that the regulations of 
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the combat might be eſtabliſhed. The knight of the 
Griffin propoſed, that the vanquiſhed party ſhould 

reſign all pretenſions to Miſs Av — phe in 
favour of the victor; that while the principals were 
engaged, his friend DawWDLE ſhould run a tilt with 
captain CROW E; that ſquire CRABSHAW, and Mr. 
SYCAaMORE's ſervant, ſhould keep themſelves in rea- 
dineſs to aſſiſt their reſpective maſters oecaſionally, 
— to the law of arms; and that Mr. CLARKE 
ſhould obſerve the motions of the trumpeter, whoſe 
province was to found the charge to battle. 
Our knight agreed to theſe regulations, notwith- 
ſtanding the earneſt and pathetic remonſtrances of 
the young lawer, who, with tears in his eyes, con- 
jured all the combatants, in their turns, to refrain 
from an action that might be attended with blood- 
ſhed and murder; and was contrary to the laws both 
of God and man. In vain he endeavoured to move 
them by tears and intreaties, by threatning them 
with proſecutions in this world, and pains and penal- 
ties in the next: they perſiſted in their reſolution ; 
and his uncle would have begun hoſtilities on his 
carcaſe, had not he been prevented by Sir La un- 
CELOT, Who exhorted CLaxxe to tetire from the 
field, that he might not be involved in the conſe- 
quences of the combat. He reliſned this advice fo 
well, that he had actually moved off to ſome dif- 
tance ; but his apprehenſion and concern for his 
friends co-operating with an inſatiable curioſity, de- 
tained him in fight of the engagement. 

The two knights having fairly divided the ground, 
and the ſame precaution * taken by the ſeconds, 
on another part of the field, SY c AMORE began to be 
invaded with ſome ſcruples, which were probab] 
engendered by the martial appearance, and well 
known character of his antagoniſt. The confidence 
which he had derived from the reluQance of Sir 
| LavnxceLoT, now vaniſhed, becauſe it plainly ap- 
peared, that the knight's backwardneſs was not ow- 
ing to perſonal timidity ; and he foreſaw that the 

| . : pro- 
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proſecution'of this joke might be attended with very 


ferious conſequences to his own life and reputation. 


He, therefore, deſired a parley, in which he obſer- 
ved his affection for Miſs DaxneL was of ſuch a 
delicate nature, that ſhould the diſcomfiture of his 
rival contribute to make her unhappy; his victory 
muſt render him the moſt miſerable wretch upon 
earth. He propoſed, therefore, that her ſentiments 
and choice thould be aſcertained before they pro- 
ceeded to extremity. | „ 

Sir LaunceLort declared that he was much more 
affraid of combating AuzETTA's inclination, than 
of oppoſing the knight of the Griffin in arms; and 
that if he had the leaſt reaſon to think Mr. Syca- 
MORE, Or any other perſon, was diſtinguiſhed by 
her preference, he would inſtantly give up his ſuit 
as deſperate. At the ſame time, he obferved that 
SYCAMORE had proceeded too far to retract; that 
he had inſulted a gentleman, and not only challeng- 
ed, but even purſued him, and blocked up his paſ- 
ſage in the public highway; outrages which he (Sit 
ELaunceLot) would not ſyffer to paſs unpuniſhed. 
Accordingly, he inſiſted on the combat, on pain of 
treating Mr. Sycamore as a craven, and a recreant. 
This declaration was reinforced by DawWwDLE, who 
told him that ſhould he now decline the engagement, 
all the world would took upon him as an infamous 
poltroon. e 5 

Theſe two obſervations gave a neceſſary fillip to 
the courage of the challenger. The parties took 
heir ſtations : the trumpet founded to charge, and 
the combatants began their caregr with great impe- 
tuofity. Whether the gleam of Sir LauxnceLort's 
arms affrighted Mr. Sycamore's fteed, or ſome 
other object had an unlucky effect on his eyeſight; 
certain it is he ſtarted, at about midway, and gave 
his rider ſuch a violent ſhake as diſcompoſed his at- 
titude, and diſabled him from uſing his launce to the 
beſt advantage. Had our hero continued his career, 
with his launce couched, in all probability Sv ca- 
MOoRE'S armour would have proved but a bad de- 
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fence to his carcaſe : but Sir LA ux c ETO perceiv- 
ing his rival's ſpear unreſted, had juſt time to throw 
up the point of his own, when the two horſes cloſed 
with fuch a ſhock, that-Sycamore, already waver- 
ing in the ſaddle, was overthrown, and his armour 
craſhed around him as he fell. VOY Oi 
Ihe victor, ſeeing him lie without motion, alight- 
ed immediately = began to unbuckle his helmet, 
in Which office he was aſſiſted by the trumpeter. 
When the head-piece was removed, the hapleſs 
knight of the Griffin appeared in the pale livery of 
death, tho' he was only in a ſwoon, from which he 
ſoon recovered by the effect of the freſh air, and the 
aſpeiſion of cold water, brought from a ſmall pool 
in the neighbourhood. When he recognized his 
conqueror doing the offices of humanity about his 
ary he cloſed his eyes from vexation, told Sir 
-AUNCELAT that his was the fortune of the day, 
tho he himſelf owed his miſchance to the fault of 
his own horſe ; and obſerved that this ridiculous af- 
fair would not have happened, but for the miſchiev- 
ous inſtigation of that ſcoundrel Da w DLR, on whoſe 
| ribs he threatened to revenge his miſhap. . 
Perhaps captain CRowr might have faved him 
this trouble, had that wag honourably adhered to 
the inſtitutions of chivalry, in his conffict with our 
novice : but on this occaſion, his. ingenuity was 
more commendable than his courage. He had pro- 
vided at the inn a blown bladder, in which ſeveral 
{mooth pebbles were incloſed; and this he flily fix- 
ed to the head of his pole, when the captain obeyed. 
the ſignal to battle. Inſtead of bearing the brunt 
of the encounter, he turned out of the ſtraight line, 
ſo as to avoid the launce of his antagoniſt, and rat- 
tled his bladder with ſuch effect, that Cxowe's. 
| horſe pricking up his ears, took to his heels, and 
fled acroſs ſome ploughed land with ſuch precipita- 
tion, that the rider was obliged to quit his ſpear, 
and lay faſt hold on the mane, that he might not 
be thrown out of the ſaddle. DAWDLE, who was. 


much better mounted, ſeeing his condition, rode 
up 
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up to the unfortunate novice, and belaboured his 
ſhoulders without fear of retaliation. Mr. CLARK E, 
ſeeing his kinſman ſo roughly handled, forgot his 
fears, and flew to his aſſiſtance; but, before he came 
up, the aggreſſor had retired, and now perceiving” 
that fortune had declared againſt his friend and pa- 
tron, very honourably abandoned him in his diſtreſs, . 
and went off at full ſpeed for London. 
Nor was TimoTay CraBSHAW Without his ſhare: 
in the noble atchievments of this propitious day. 
He had by this time imbibed ſuch a tinctute of er- 
rantry, that he firmly believed himſelf and his maſ- 
ter equally invincible-; and this belief operating 
upon a perverſe diſpoſition, rendered him as quar- 
relſome in his ſphere as his maſter was mild and 
forbearing. As he fat on horſeback; in the place 
aſſigned to him and Sycamore's lacquey, he ma- 
naged Gilbert in ſuch a manner, as to invade with. 
his heels, the poſteriors of the other's horſe; and 
this inſult produced ſome altercation, which ended 
in mutual aſſault. The footman handled the butt- 
end of his horſe-whip with gteat dexterity about the 
head of CRABSH AW, who declared afterwards, that 
it ſung and ſimmered like a kettle of cod fiſh : but 
the ſquire, who underſtood the nature of long laſhes 
as having been a carter from his infancy, found 
means to twine his thong about the neck of his an- 
tagonift, end pull him off his horſe half ſtrangled, 
at the very inſtant his maſter was throwi by Sir: 
EAUNCELOT GREAVES. | | 
Having thus obtained the victory, he did not 
much regard the punctilios of chivalry ;- but taking. 
it for granted he had a right to make the moſt of 
his advantage, reſolved to carry off the /polia opima. - 
Alighting with great agility, ** Brother, (cried he), 
Þ think as haw yawrs bean't a: butcher's horſe, a 
doan't carry calves well—Tie make yaw knaw your 
churning days, I wool—what yaw look as if yaw: 
was crow -trodden, you do—now, you tkall pay the 
ſcore you have been running on my peate, you ſhall, 
brother,” 4 DRY Foe. 
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So ſaying, he rifled his pockets, ſtripped him of 
his hat — coat, and took poſſeſſion of his maſter's 
portmanteau. Bu: he did not long enjoy his plun- 
der : for the-lacquey complaining to N Laux ca- 
Lor, of his having 4 def} led, the knight com- 
manded his ſquire to refund, not without menaces 
of ſubjecting him to the ſevereſt chaſtiſement, for 
his injuſtice and rapacity. IId orRHVYv repreſented, 
with-great vehemence, that he had won the ſpoils 
in fair battle, at the expence of his head and ſhoul- 
ders, which he ey uncovered, to prove 
his allegation : but his remonſtrance having no ef- 
fect upon his maſter, © Wounds ! (cried Fe) an 1 
mun gee thee back the pig, ſe gee thee back the 
poke alſo; I'm a drubbing ſtill in thy debt.“ 

With theſe words, he made a moſt furious attack 
upon the plaintiff, with his horſe-whip, and before 
the knight could interpoſe, repayed the lacquey 
with intereſt. As an appurtenance to SYCAMORE. 
and DawDLE, he ran the riſque of another aſſault 
from the novice CRowe, who was ſo tranſported = 
With rage, at the diſagreeable trick which had been 
ayes upon him, by his fugitive antagoniſt, that 
ie could not for ſome time pronounce an-articulate, 
ſound, but a few broken interjections, the meaning 
of whith could not be aſcertained. Snatching up 
his pole, he ran towards the place where Mr. Sy ca- 
MORE-fat on the graſs, ſupported by the trumpeter, 
and would bave finiſhed what our adventurer had left 
undone, if the knight of the Creſcent, with admi- 
rable dexterity, had not warded off the blow which 
he aimed at the knight of the Griffin, and ſignified 
his diſpleaſure in a reſolute tone: then he collared 
the lacquey, who was juſt diſengaged from the 
chaſtifing hand of CRABSH AW, and ſwinging his 
Hlaunce with his other hand, encountered the ſquire's 

ribs by accident. | 1 5 4 

TI oTHVY was not flow in returning the ſaluta- 
tion, with the weapon which he ftill wielded : Mr. 
CLARKE, running up to the aſſiſtance of his uncle, 
was oppoſed by the lacquey, who ſeemed en 
| 5 eſirous 
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defirous of ſeeing the enemy revenge his quarrel, by 
falling foul of one another. CLARKE , thus impe- 
ded, commenced hoſtilities againſt the footman, while 
Crxowt grappled with CRABSUAW; a battle-toyal 
enſued, and was maintained with great vigour, and 
ſome bloodſhed on all ſides, until the authority of 
Sir LaUNCELOF, reinforced by ſome weighty re- 
monſtrances, applied to the ſquire, put an end te 
the conflict. CRABSH A immediately deſiſted, and 
ran roaring to communicate his grievances to Gilbert, 
who ſeemed to ſympathize very little with his dif- 
treſs. The lacquey took to his heels; Mr. CLARKE 
wiped his bloody noſe, declaring he had a good 
mind to put the aggreſſor in the Crown- office; and 
captain Crowe continued to ejaculate unconnected 
oaths, which, however, ſeemed to imply that he 
was almoſt fick of his new profeſſion. D—n my 
eyes, if you call this—ſtart my timbers, brother 
look ye, d' ye fee——a louſy labberty, cowardly for 
of e the breakers, d' ye ſee — loſt my ſteer- 
age way —ſplit my binnacle ; haul away O!] damn 
all arrantry—ygive me a tight veſſel, d'ye ſee, bro- 
ther—mayhap you may'nt-—ſnatch. my ſea room 
and a ſpanking gale—odds heart, I'H hold a whole 
year's—ſmite my limbs: it don't fignify talking 
Our hero conloled the novice for his difaſter, by 
obſerving, that if he had got ſome blows, he had 
toft no honour. At the ſame time, he obferved that. 
it was very difficult, if not impoſſible, for a man 
to ſucceed in the paths of chivalry, who had paffed, 
the better part of his days in other occupations ; and 
hinted that as the cauſe which had engaged him in 
this way of life no longer exiſted, he was detetmin- 
ed to relinquiſh a profeſſion, which, in a. peculiat- 
manner, expoſed him to the moſt diſagreeable inci- 
dents. Crowe chewed the cud upon this inſinua- 
tion, while the other perſonages of the drama were. 
employed in catching the horſes, which had given 
their riders the flip. As for Mr. Sycamort, he 
was fo. bruiſed by his fall, that it was neceſſary to- 
procure a litter tor conyeying. him to the next mere 
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and the ſervant was diſpatched for this convenience; 
Sir LavNcELomT ſtaying with him until it arrived. 
When he was ſafe] —— in the carriage, our 
hero took leave of him in theſe terms. “I ſhall 
not inſiſt upon your ſubmitting to the terms, you: 
yourſelf propoſed before this rencounter. I give: 
you free leave to uſe all your advantages, in an: 
aer, way, for promoting your fuit with the 
young lady, of whom you profeſs yourſelf enamour- 
ed. Should you have recoutſe to ſiniſter practices, 
you will find Sir LX uNcETLO H Greaves: ready to- 
demand an account of your conduct, not in the 
character of a lunatic knight errant, but as a plain 
Engliſh gentleman, jealous of his honour, and reſo- 
lute in his purpoſe.”  _ | | 
To this addreſs Mr. Sycamore made no reply, 
but with a. fullen aſpect ordered the carriage to pro- 
ceed; and it moved accordingly to; the right, our 
hero's road to London, lying in the other BreQtion. 
Sir LauncetoT had already exchanged his armour 
for a riding-coat, hat, and boots; and Crows 
parting with his ſkull-cap and leathern jerkin, re- 
8 in ſome reſpects the appearance of a human 
creature. Thus metamorphoſed, they purſued their 
way in an eaſy pace, Mr. CLARKE endeavouring to. 
amuſe them with a learned diſſertation on the | ag 
tending to demonſtrate that Mr. SycamoaE was, by 
his behaviour of that day, liable to three different 
actions, beſides a commiſſion of lanacy ; and that 
DawpLE might be proſecuted for having practiſed 
fubtle craft, to the annoyance of his uncle, over and: 
above an action for aſſault and battery; becauſe, for 
why? The faid Crows, having run away, as might: 
be eaſily proved, before any blows were given, the 
faid DawDLE by purſuing hum even out of the high 
road, putting him in fear, and committing battery 
on his body. became, to all intents and purpoſes, 
the aggreſſor; and an indictment would lie in Banca 


Regis. DYE 

The captain's pride was ſo ſhocked at theſe ob- 
ſervations, that he exclaimed with equal rage and 
impa- 


— 


| ſee, whereby J coudn't uſe my metal, d'ye ſee 
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impatience, © You: lie you dog, in Bilkum Regis 


 —you lie, I fay, you lubber, I did not run away; 


nor was I in fear, d'ye fee.. It was ay ſon: of a 
bitch of a horſe that would not obey the helm, d'ye 


As for the matter of fear, you and fear may kiſs my 
——$0 don't go and heave your ſtink- pots at my: 


character, d'ye ſee, or e trim thee fore and 


aft with a—I wool.” Tow. proteſted he meant no- 
thing but a little ſpeculation, and Crowe. was ap- 
peaſed. EE. e 
In the evening they reached the town of Bugden;. 
without any farther adventure, and paſſed the night. 


in great tranquility; Next morning, even after the- 


horſes were ordered to be ſaddled, Mr. CEBARRK E, 
without ceremony, entered the apartment of Sir 
L auxer zor, leading in a famale, who proved to: 
be the identical Mrs. DouLy Cows LI. This: 
young. woman advancing to the knight, cried, © O,. 
Sir LaunceLoT! my dear Jeady, my dear leady”” 
but was hindered from proceeding by a flood of 
tears, which the 8 lawyer mingled 
with a plentiful ſhower of ſympathy.. 545 
Our adventurer ſtarting at this exclamation, O 
heavens !. (cried he) where is my AuRELIA? ſpeak, 
where did. you leave the jewel of my foul? anſwer 
me in a moment—T am all terror and impatience ?” 
Doll having recolleQed herſelf, told him that. 
Mr DazneL. had lodged his niece in the new build- 
ings by May fair; that on the ſecond night after 
their arrival, a.very warm expoſtulation had paſſed 
between AUREL1a and her uncle, who. next morn- 
ing diſmiſſed DoLLy, without permitting, her to 
nl leave of her miſtreſs, and that ſame day moved 
to another part of the town, as ſhe afterwards learn- 
ed of the landlady, though ſhe could not inform her 
whither they were gone. That when ſhe was turn- 


ed away, JohN CLume, one of the footmen, who 


pretended to have a kindneſs for her, had faithfully 
promiſed to call upon her and let her know what 
paſſed in the family; but as he did not keep his 


word, 
* * 
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word, and as the was an utter ſtranger 'in_Zeadox,. 
without friends or ſettlement, ſhe had reſolved to re- 
turn to her mother, and travelled ſo far on foot ſince 
yeſterday morning. MM 
Our knight, who had expected the moſt diſmal R 
tidings from her lamentable preamble, was pleafed . 
to find his preſaging fears diſappointed ; rho' he 
was far from being-ſatisfied, with the diſmiſſion of 
Dolly, from whoſe attachment to his intereſt, 
joined to her influence over Mr. CLV, he had 
* to reap ſuch intelligence as would guide him 
to the haven of his defires. After a minnte's reflec- 
tion, he ſaw it would be expedient to catry back 
Mrs. CowsL1y, and lodge her at the place where 
Mr. Cruur had promiſed to viſit her with intelli- 
gence; for, in all probability, it was not for want 
of inclination that he had not kept his promiſe. 
Do1.Ly did not expreſs any averſion to the ſcheme 
of returning to London, where ſhe hoped once more 
to rejoin her dear lady, to whom by this time, ſhe 
was attached by the ſtrongeſt ties of affection; and 
ker inclination, in this reſpect, was aſſiſted by the 
conſideration of 3 the company of the young 
lawyer, who, it plainly appeared, had made ſtrange 
havock in her heart, tho? it muſt be owned, for the 
honour of this blooming damfel, that her thoughts. 
had never once deviated from the paths of innocence- 
and virtue. The more Sir LA uNvckLer ſurveyed, 
this agreeable maiden, the more he felt himſelf diſ- 
ſed to take care of her fortune; and from this day 
fe began to ruminate on a ſcheme which was after- 
wards. conſummated. in her fayour——In the mean. 
time, he laid injunctions on Mr. CEARK E to con- 
Auct his addrefſes to Mrs. CowsLre, according to 
the rules of honour and decorum, as he valued his 
evuntenance and friendſhip, His next ſtep was to. 
procure a ſaddle-horſe for DoLLy, who preferred 
this to any other ſort of carriage; and thereby gra- 
tified the with of her admirer, who longed to ſee her 
on horſeback in her green Joſeph. ry 
| he 
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8 

The armour, including the accoutrements of the 
novice and the ſquire, were left in the care of the 
inn-keeper, and TIxnmoTrHYW CRABSHAW was ſo⸗ 
metamorphoſed by a plain livery- Fock, that erxen 
Gilbert with difficulty recognized his perſon. - As. 
for the novice CRowE, his head had almoſt reſumed 
its.natural dimenſions; but then his whole face was 
. ſo covered with a livid fuffufion ; his noſe appeared 
fo flat, and his lips ſo tumified, that he might very 
well have paſſed for a Caffre or AMthiopian. . Every 
circumſtance being now . adjuſted, they departed. 
from Tagen in a regular cavalcade, dined at Hat- 
field, and in the evening arrived at the Bull and Gate 
inn in Holborn, where they eſtabliſhed their quarters 
for the night. | ES 


th. i 


5 
1 i. 8 8 


CHAP. XX. 
In which our hero deſcends inte the manfons of the- 


ed. 


1 


— 


93 HE firſt ſtep which Sir Launetzor took in 
the morning that ſucceeded his arrival in Lon- 
don, was to ſettle Mrs. DoLLy Cowstae in lodg- 
ings at the houſe where Joun CLuur had promiſed: 
to viſit her; as he did not doubt, that tho' the viſit 
was delayed, it would ſome time or other be per- 
formed; and in that caſe, he might obtain Tome in- 
telligence of AuzELia. Mr. Tnouas CLarxke: 
was permitted to take up his habitation in the ſame: + 
houſe, on his earneſtly defiring he might be intruſt- 
ed with the office of conveying information and in- 
ſtruction between DoLLy and our adventurer. The 
knight himſelf reſolved to live retired until he ſhould 
receive ſome tidings relating to Miſs DARNEL, that 
would influence his conduct; but he propoſed to 
frequent places of public reſort incognito, that he 
migat have ſome chance of meeting by accident 
wiln the miſtreſs of his heart. Taking it for grant- 
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ed that the oddities of Oo would help to amuſc- 


him in his hours of ſolitude and diſappointment, he 
invited that original ty be his gueſt at a ſmall houſe 
which he determine to hire ready furniſhed in the 
neighbourhood of Geldex-/quare. The captain thank- 
ed him for his courteſy, and frankly embraced his 
offer; tho? he did not much approve of the knight's- 
choice, in point of ſituation: He fait he would re- 


commend him to a ſpecial good upper-deck hard by 
St. CaTnerINE's in Wapping, where he would be: 


delighted with the proſpect of the ſtreet forwards, 
well frequented by paſſengers, carts; drays, and 
other carriages; and having backwards; an agreea- 


ble view of alderman Paxsons's: great brew houſe, . 


with two hundred hogs feeding almoſt under the: 
window. As a further inducement, he mentioned, 
the vicinity of the Tower guns, which would regale- 
his hearing, on days of falutation :: nor did he- forget: 


the ſweet ſound of mooring and unmooring ſhips in 
| the river, and the pleaſing objects on the other ſide 


of the Thames, diſplayed in the oozy docks and cab- 
bage-gardens of Retherbitbe. Sir LAUuxcRLOT was 
not inſenſible to the beauties of this landſchape; 
but, his purſuit yung another way, he. contented 


| himſelf with a leſs inchanting fituation, and Crows: 


accompanied him out of pure friendſhip. At night 
Mr. CLARRE arrived at our hero's houſe with tidings- 
that were by. no means agreeable. He told him that 
Crour had: left a letter for DoLLy, forming her 


that his maſter ſquire DaxneL was to ſet out early 


in the morning for Yorkſbire; but he could give no 
account of her lady, who had, the day before been. 
convey'd, he knew not whither, in a hackney- coach, 
attended by her uncle and an illzlooking fellow, who 
had much the appearance of a bailiff or turn-key; 


ſo that he feared the. was in trouble. 


Sir LauncBLoT was deeply affected by this inti- 
mation. His. apprehenſion was even rouſed by a 
ſuſpicion that a man of DazneL's violent temꝑer, 
and unprincipled heart, might have. practiſed up- 
on the life of his lovely niece : but upon recollec- 

; ion, 


— 


— 
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| tion, he could not ſuppoſe that he had recourſe to 
fuch infamous expedients, knowing, as he did, that. 


an account of her would be demanded at his hands, 


and that it would be eafily proved he had conveyed 
her from the lodging in which ſhe reſided. His firſt 
fears now gave way to another ſuggeſtion, that An- 
rox, in order to intimidate her into a compli» 
| ance with his propoſals, had trumped up a ſpurious 
claim againſt her, and by virtue of a writ confined: 
ber in ſome priſon. or ſpunging houſe. Poſſeſſed 
with this idea, he deſired Mr. CLAARRR to ſearch. 
the ſheriff's office in the morning, that he might 
know whether any ſuch writ had been granted; and: 
he himſelf refolved to make a tour of che great pri- 
ſons belonging to the metropolis, to enqurre if per- 
chance ſhe might not be confined under a borrowed. 
name. Finally, he determined, if poffible, to ap- 
priſe her of his place of abode by à paragraph in alÞ 
the daily papers, ſignifying that Sir LaunceLoT 
_ GCxeaves had arrived at his houde by Golden-ſquare... 
All theſe. reſolutions were punctually executed. 
No ſuch writ had been taken out at the ſheriff's of- 
fice; and therefore our hero ſet out on his jail e 
pedition, accompanied by Mr. CLARKE, who had 
contracted ſome acquaintance. with the commanding: 
officers in theſe garriſons, in the courſe of his clerk-. 
ſhip, and practice as an attorney. The firſt day 
they ſpent in proſecuting their inquiry through the 
' Gate-houſe, Fleet, and Marſhalſea ; the next they al- 
lotted to the King's bench, where they underſtood. 
there was a great variety of priſoners. There they 
EN to make a. minute ſcrutiny, by the help of 
Ar. NoxTow the geput 22 who was Mr. 
CLARK E's intimate friend, and had nothing at all 
of the jailor either in his appearance or in bis diſ- 
poſition, which was remarkably humane and bene- 
volent towards all his fellow-creatures, 8 
The knight having beſpoke dinner at a tavern in; 
the borough, was together with captain CROwE, 
conducted to the priſon of the king's-bench, which 
n ſuuated in St. George's-fields, about a bs 
| | A Om. 
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from the end of Weftminfley-brid „and appears like 
= neat little regular town, conlit of one ſtreet, 


- furrounded by a very high wall, including an —— 


piece of ground which may be termed a garden 
where the priſoners take the air, and amufe them- 


- ſelves with a variety of diverſions. Except the en- 


trance, where the tu s keep watch and ward, 
there is nothing in the place that looks like a jail, 
or bears the leaſt colour of reſtraint. The ſtreet is 
crowded with paſſengers. Tradeſmen of a'l kinds 
here exerciſe their different profeſſions. Hawkers 
of all ſorts are admitted to call and vend their wares 
as in any open ſtreet of London. Here are butchers- 
ftands, chandlers-ſhops, a ſurgery, a tap-houſe well 
frequented, and a public kitchen in which proviſt- 
ons are dreſſed for all the priſoners gratis, at the ex- 
pence of the publican. re the voice of miſery 
never complains, and, indeed, little elſe is to be 
heard but the ſounds of mirth and jollity. At the 


- farther end of the ſtreet, on the right hand, is a 


little paved court leading to a ſeparate building, 
conſiſting of twelve large apartments, called ſtate- 
rooms, well farniſhed, and fitted up for the recep- 
tion of the better ſort of crown priſoners : and on 


the other fide of the ſtreet, facing a ſeparate diviſi- 


on of ground, called the common fide, is a range 
of rooms occupied by priſoners. of the loweſt order, 


who ſhare the profits of a begging-box, and are 
maintained by this 2 and ſome eſtabliſhed 


funds of charity. We ought alfo to obſerve, that 
the jail is provided with a neat chapel, in which a 
clergyman, in conſideration of a certain ſalary, per- 


forms divine fervice every Sunday. 


Our adventurer having fearched the books, and 
peruſed the deſcription of all the female priſoners. 
who had been for ſome weeks admitted into the jail, 
obtained not the leaſt intelligence of his concealed 
charmer, but reſolying to alleviate his diſappoint- 
ment by the gratification of his curioſity. Under 
the auſpices of Mr. Nox rox, he made a tour of the 


priſon, and in particular vifited the kitchen, here 


he 
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he ſaw a number of fpits, loaded with a variety of 
proviſion, conſiſting of butcher's meat, 60 1 8 
and game: me ar help exprefling his aſtoniſh- 
ment with uplifted hands, and atulating him- 
ſelf in ſecret, upon his being a member of that eom- 
munity which had provided ſuch a comfortable aſy- 
lum for the unfortunate. His ejaculation was inter- 
rupted by a tumultuous noiſe in the ſtreet ; and Mr. 
NoxTon declaring he was fent for to the lodge, 
—_—_ our hero to the care of one Mr. FeLrTon, 
a priſoner of a very decent appearance, who paid 
his compliments with a good grace, and invited 
the company to repoſe themſelves in his apartment, 
which was large, commodious, and well furniſhed. 
When Sir LAUuxczrLor aſked the cauſe of that up- 
roar, he told him that it was a prelude to a box- 
a, Arg between two of the g to be de- 


cided in the ground or garden of the place. 
Capt. Crowe expreſſing an eager curioſity to ſee 


the battle. Mr. FeLToN affured him there would be 
no ſport, as the combatants were both reckoned. 
dunghills: But, in half an hour (faid he) there 
will be a battle of fome confequence between two 
of the demagogues of the place, Dr. CraBcraw 
and Mr. TarLey, the firſt a phyſician, and the 
other a brewer. You muſt know, gentlemen, that 
this microcoſm or republic in miniature, is like the 
eat world, ſplit into factions. CrxaBcLaw is the 
eader of one y; and the other is headed by _ 
TarLey: both are men of warm and impetuous 
tempers ; and their * have embroiled the 
whole place, inſomuch, that it was dangerous to 
walk the ſtreet, on account of the continual ſkir= 
mithes of their partizans. At length, fome of the 
more ſedate inhabitants having met and deliberated 
upon ſome remedy for thoſe growing diſorders, pro- 
fed that the diſpute ſhould: be at — by 
le combat between 8 chiefs, who readily _ 
agreed to the propofal. e match was accordings- - 
ly made for Ga guineas, and this- very day and 
hour appointgd for the trial, on which conſiderable 
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that the keeper perfectly well underſtands the max- 
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ſums of money are depending. As for Mr. No R- 


ron, it is not proper that he thould be preſent, or . 
ſeem to countenanee ſuch violent proceedings, which, 


however, it is neceſſary to connive at, as convenient 


vents. for the evaporation of thoſe humours, which 


being: confined, might accumulate and break out 
with greater fury, in conſpiracy and rebellion.” 
The knight owned he could not conceive by what 
means, ſuch a number of licentious people, amount- 
ing, with their dependants, to above five hundred, 
were reſtrained within the bounds of any tolerable 
diſcipline, or prevented from making their eſcape ; 
which they might at any time accompliſh, either by 
ſtealth or open violence, as it could not be ſuppoſed: 


that one or two turnkeys, continually — * ed in 
reſi 


opening and ſhutting the door, could the ef- 
forts. of a whole multitude. *_ Your wonder, good 
fir, (faid Mr. FeLToN) will vanifh, when. you con- 
fider it is hardly poſſible that the multitude ſhould 
& execution of ſuch a ſcheme; and. 


im divide et impera. Many priſoners are reftrained 


by the dictates of gratitude towards the deputy- 


marſhal, whoſe friendſhip and good. offices they 


| have experienced: ſome, no doubt, are actuated by 


motives of diſcretion. One party is an effectual 
check upon the other; and I am firmly. perſuaded 
that there are not ten priſoners within the place that 


would make their eſcape, if the doors were laid o- 


en. 'Fhis is a ſtep which no man would take, un- 
[<6 his fortune was altogether deſperate. ;. becauſe it 
would oblige him to leave his country for life, and 
expoſe him to the moſt imminent riſque of being re- 
taken and treated with the utmoſt ſeverity. The 
majority of the priſoners live in the moſt _ ho 
of being releaſed by the aſſiſtance of their friends, 
the. compaſſion of their creditars, or the favour of 
the legiſlature. Some who are cut off from all theſe. 

roſpects, are become naturalized to the place, 
owing they cannot ſubſiſt in any other ſituation. 
I. — „am one of theſe. After having * 
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all my effects for the benefit of my creditors, I have 
been detained theſe nine years in priſon, becauſe 
one perſon refuſes to ſign my certificate. I have 
* Jong outlived all my friends from whom I could ex- 
peck the leaſt countenance or favour: I am grown 
old in confinement ; and lay my account with end- 
ing my days in jet as the mercy of the legiſlature 
in favour of infolyent debtors, is never extended to 
uncertified bankrupts taken in execution. By dint 
of induſtry, and the moſt rigid economy, I make 
ſhift to live independent in this retreat. To this 
ſcene my faculty of ſubſiſting, as well as my body, 
is peculiarly confined. Had I an opportunity to 
eſcape, where thould I go? All my views of fortune 
have been long blaſted. I have no friends nor con- 
nexions in the world. 1 muſt, therefore, ſtarve in 
ſome ſequeſtered corner, or be recaptivated and con- 
fined for ever to cloſe priſon, deprived of the indul- 
gences which I now enjoy.” a 2 
Here the converſation was broke off by another 
uproar, Which was the ſignal to battle between the 
doctor and his 8 The company immedi- 
ately adjourned to the field, where the combatants. 
were already undreſſed and the ftakes depoſited. 
The doctor ſeemed of the middle age and middle 
ſtature, active and alert, with an atrabiliarious aſ- 
Q, and a mixture of rage and diſdain expreſſed in 
bis countenance. The brewer was large, raw-boned, 
and round às a butt of beer, but very fat, unwield- 
ly, ſhort-winded and phlegmatic. adventurer 
was not a little ſurpriſed when he beheld in the cha- 
racter of ſeconds, a male and a female, ſtripped 
naked from the waiſt upwards, the latter ranging on 
the fide of the phyſician; but the commencement 
of the battle prevented his demanding of his guide 
an explanation of this phenomenon. The doctor, 
retiring ſome paces backwards, threw himſelf into 
the attitude of a battering ram, and ruſhed upon 
huis antagoniſt with great impetuoſity, foreſeeing 
that ſhould he have the good fortune to over-turn 
him in the firſt aſſault, it would not be an eaſy taſk. 
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frlend and commander: Fll obe 
the bh will be foul of me 


to raiſe him up again and put bias in a capacity of 
offence. But the momentum of CABCLAw's head, 
and the concomitant. efforts of his knuckles; had no 


effect upon the ribs of TaxLEv, who ſtood firm as 


the Acroceraunian promontory: and ſtepping forward 
with his projected fiſt, ſomethin ſmaller and ſofter 
than a ſſedge- hammer, ſtruck the phyſician to the 
und. In a trice, however, by the aſſiſtance of 
. female ſecond, he was on his legs again, and 
appling with his antagoniſt, endeavoured to tip 

im a fall; but, inſtead of accompliſhing his pur- 
poſe, he received a erofs-buttock, and the brewer 
throwing himſelf upon him as he fell, had well nigh 
ſmothered: him on the ſpot. The amazon flew to 
his aſſiſtance, and: TayLzy ſhewing no inclination 
to get up, ſhe {mote him on the temple till he roar- 
ed. The male ſecond; haſtning to the. relief of his 
principal, made application to the. eyes of the fe- 
male, which were immediately ſurrounded with 
black circles; and ſhe returned the falute with a 
blow which brought a double ſtream. of blood from 
his noſtrils, greeting him at the ſame time with the 
opprobrious appellation of a louſy ſon of a b-——h. 
A combat more furious than the. firſt, would now. 
have enſued, had not Frlron' interpoſed: with an 
air of authority, and inſiſted on the man's _— 
the field; an injunction which he forthwith: obeyed, 
ſaying, 4 Well, .damme, FeLTon, you're. my 
our order—bat 
ore we fleep—.” 
Then Fe.Ton advancing to his opponent, + Ma- 
dam, (ſaid he) I'm very ſorry to ſee a lady of your 
rank and qualifications expoſe. yourſelf in this man- 
ner.—For God's fake, behave with a little more 
decorum; if not for the ſake of your own family, 
at leaſt for the credit of your ſex in general” Hark 
ye, FELTON, (ſaid ſhe) decorum is founded upon a 
delicacy of ſentiment and or pays "aſe which cannot 
conſiſt with the diſgraces of a jail, and the miſeries 


of indigence.— But 1 ſee the diſpute is now termi- 


nated; and the money is to be drank: if you'll ane 
„ BE | ** 2. 54 + 
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with us u ſhall be welcome; if not, you die 
in your Þbriery, and be damned.” — 
this time the doctor had given out, and al- 
levied the brewer to be the better man; yet he would 
not honour the feſtival with his preſence, but retired: 
to his chamber exce r mind at his defeat. 
Our hero was reconducted to Mr. FeLTon's apart- 
ment, where he ſat ſome time without opening bis 
mouth, fo aſtoniſhed he was at what be had ſwen and , 
heard; I perceive Sir, (faid the priſoner) you 
are ſurpriſed at the manner in which I accoſted F co 
unhappy woman; and perhaps you will be more. 
ſurpriſed when you hear, that within theſe eighteen 
months, the Was 'aQually a perſon of faſhion, and 
her opponent (ho by the bye) is her huſband, uni- 
verſally reſpected as a man of honour, and a brave 
officer” I am indeed, (cried our hero). over- 
whelmed with amazement and concern, as well as 
ſtimulated by an eager curioſity to know the fatal 
cauſes which have produced ſuch a deploreable reverſe 
of character and fortune. But, I will rein my curi- 
ofity till the afternoon, if you will favour me with 
yqur company at a tavern in the neighbourhood, 
where I have beſpoke dinner; a favour which I hape 
Mr, Noakron will have no objection to your grants) | 
ing, as he himſelf is to be af the party.—” The 
priſoner thanked him for his kind invitation, and 
they adjourned immediately to the place. taking 
the deputy-marſhal in — paſſage Ne ., r 
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IR further anecdotes relating to the children of ON 
wretchedneſs. | os 


D INNER being chearfully diſcuſſed, and our 


adventurer expreſſing an eager deſire-to khow 
oe hiſtory of this ys ane inmate who 101 acted as 
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*fquires or ſeconds to the champions of the — 


* 
» 


« All that I know of captain CLewLin, previ- 


ous to his commitment, is, that he was commander 
of a floop of war, and bore the —_— of a gal- 
lant officer; that he married the 


* of a rich 
merchant in the city of London __ the inclination, 
and without the knowledge of her father, who re- 


nounced her for this act of diſobedience : that the 


* 


captain conſoled himſelf for the rigour of the parent, 


with the Feen. of the lady, who was not only 
remarkably beautiful in perſon, but highly accom- 

liſhed in her mind, and amiable in her diſpoltion. 
Such, a few months ago, were thoſe two perſons 
whom you ſaw acting in ſuch a vulgar. capacity. 
When they firſt entered the priſon they were un- 
doubtedly the handſomeſt couple mine eyes ever be- 


held, and their appearance won univerſal reſpe& - 
even from the moſt brutal inhabitants of the jail. 


The captain having unwarily involved himſelf as 


ſecurity for a man to whom he had lain under obli- 
gations, became liable for a conſiderable ſum; and 


his own father-in-law being the ſole creditor of the 
bankrupt, took this opportunity of wreaking ven- 

eance upon him for having eſpouſed his daughter. 
Fe watched an opportunity until the captain had 
actually ſtept into the poſt-chaiſe with his lady, for 
Portſmouth, where his ſhip lay, and cauſed him to 


be arreſted in the moſt public and ſhameful manner.. 
Mrs. CLewLin had like to have ſunk under the 
firſt tranſports of her * and mortification; but 


theſe ſubſiding, ſhe had recourſe to perſonal ſollici- 
tation. She went with her only child in her arms 
(a lovely boy) to her father's door, and being denied 
admittance, kneeled down in the ftreet, imploria 
his compaſſion in the moſt pathetic ſtrain; but this 
hard-hearted citizen inſtead of recognizing his 


child, and taking the poor mourner to his boſom, 


inſulted her from the window with the moſt bitter 


reproach, ſaying, among other {ſhocking expreſſions, | 
« Strumpet, take yourſelf away, with your brat,, 


other- 
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otherwiſe J ſhall ſend for the beadle, and have you 
to Bridewell.” | 25 
The unfortunate lady was cut to the heart by this 


uſage, and fainted in the ſtreet; from whence ſhe 
was conveyed to a public h8uſe by the charity of 


ſome paſſengers. She afterwards attempted to fof- 
ten the barbarity of her father, by repeated letters, 
and by intereſting ſome of his friends to intereede 
with him in her behalf; but all her endeavours 
proving ineffectual, ſhe accompanied her huſband 


to the priſ'n of the king's-bench, where ſhe muſt 


have felt, in the ſevereſt manner, the fatal reverſe 
of 'circumſtance to Which the was expoſed. The 
captain being difabled from going to ſea, was ſu- 
perſeded, and he ſaw all his hopes blaſted in the 
midſt of an active war, at a time when he had the 
faiteſt proſpects of fame and fortune. He ſaw him- 
ſelf reduced to extreme poverty, cooped up with the 
tender partner of his heart in a wretched hovel, a- 


midſt the refuſe of mankind, and on the brink of 


wanting the common neceſſaries of life. The mind 
of man is ever ingenious in finding reſources. He 
comforted his lady with vain hopes of having friends 
who would effect his deliverance, and repeated al- 
ſurances of this kind ſo long, that he at length be- 
= to think they were not altogether void of foun- 
ation. | CEE" 

Mrs. CLEWIIx, from a principle of duty, recol- 
lected all her fortitude, that ſhe might not only bear 
her fate with patience, but even contributed to al- 
leviate the woes of her huſband, whom her affe&ion 
had ruined. She affected to believe the ſuggeſtions 
of his pretended hope; ſhe interchanged with him 
aſſurances of better fortune; her appearance exhi- 
bired a calm, while her heart was torn with anguiſh. 


She aflitted him in writing letters to former friends, 


the laſt conſolation of the wreiched prifoner ; ſhe 
delivered theſe letters with her own hand, and un- 
derwent a thou!and mortifying repulſes, theꝭ moſt 
ſhocking circumſtances of which ſhe concealed from 
her hulband. She EY all the menial offices 
| N | 1 
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in her own little family, which was maintained by 
pawning her apparel ; and both the huſband and 

wife, in ſome meaſure ſweetened their cares, by 

| prattling and toying with their charming little boy, 
on whom they d6ated with an enthuſiaim of fond- 
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neſs. Yet, even this pleaſure was mingled with 
8 || the moſt tender and melancholy regret. | I have ſeen 
nn the mother hang over him, with the moſt affecting 
4 "© . k * Oo I 

{ expreſſion of this kird in her aſpect, the tears con- 


tending. with the fnilles upon her countenance, 
while ſhe exclaimed : “ Alas ! my poor : priſoner, 
little did your mother once think ſhe hrould be obli- 
ged to nurſe. you in a jail.” The captain's paternal 
love was daſhed with 1mpatience—He would ſnatch 
up the boy in a. tranſport of grief, preſs him to his 
breaſt, devour him as it were with kifſes, throw up. 
his eyes to heayen in the moſt emphatic filence: then 
convey the child haſtily to his mother's arms, pull 
his hat over his eyes, ſtalk out into the common 
walk, and finding, himſelf alone, break out into, 
tears and lamentation. . | 


Ah! little-did. this unhappy. couple know what 
further griefs awaited, them! The ſmall-pox broke 
out in the priſon, and poor Tommy CLZWLIx was 
infected. As the eruption appeared unfavourable, 
vou may conceive the conſternation with which they 
were overwhelmed. Their diftreſs was rendered 

| inconceivable by irdigence; for, by. this time, they 
were fo deſtitute that they could neither pay for 
common attendance, nor procure proper advice. 
J did, on that occafion, what I thought my dut 
towards my fellow-creatures. I wrote to a phyſi- 
<ian of my acquaintance, who was humane enough 
to vitit the poor little patient: I engaged a careful 
woman priſoner as a nurſe, and Mr. NoxTox ſup- 
plied them with money and neceſſaries. Theſe 
helps were barely ſufficient to preſerve them from 
the horrors of deſpair, when they ſaw their little 
darling panting, under the rage of a loathſome peſ- 
tilential malady, during the exceſſive heat of the 
dog-days, and ſtruggling for breath in the noxious 

BE | atmoſphere 
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atmoſphere of a confined cabbin, where they ſcarce 
had room to turn, on the moſt neceſſary occaſions, 
the eager curioſity with which the mother eyed the 
doctor's looks as often as he viſited the boy; the 
terror and trepidation of the father, waile he deſired 
to know his opinion; in a word, the whole tenour 
of their diſtreſs, baffled all deſcription. 

At length the phyſician, for the fake of his own 
character, was obliged to be explicit; and return- 
ing with the captain to the common walk, told 
him in my hearing, that the child could not poſſibly 
recover.— This ä — ſeemed to have petrified 
the unforturate parent, who ſtood motionleſs, and 
ſeemingly bereft of ſenſe. I led him to my apart- 
ment, where he fat a full hour in that. ſtate of ſtupe- 
faction; then he began to groan hideouſly ; a ſhow- 
er of tears burſt from his eyes ; he threw himſelf on 
the floor, and uttered the moſt piteous lamentation 
that ever was heard. Mean while, Mrs. NoxToN 
being made acquainted with the doQtor's prognoſtic, 
viſited Mrs. CLEwLin, and invited her to the lodge. 
Her prophetic fears immediately took the alarm. 

« What ! (cried ſhe ſtarting up with a frantic wild- 
neſs in her looks) then our caſe is deſperate— l ſhall 
| loſe my dear Tommy !—the poor priſoner will be 
releaſed' by the hand of heaven !—Death will con- 
vey him to the cold grave!“ The dying innocent 
hearing this exclamation, pronounced theſe words: 
«© Tommy won't leave you, my dear mamma if 
death comes to take Tommy, papa ſhall drive hin 
away with his ſword.” This addreſs deprived the 
wretched mother of all reſignation to the will of 
providence. She tore her hair, daſhed herfelf on 
the pavement, ſhrieked aloud, and was carried off 
in a deplorable ſtate of diſtraction. 

That ſame evening the lovely babe expired, and 
the father grew frantic. He made an attempt on 
his own lite, and being with difficulty reſtrained, 
his agitation ſunk into a kind of ſullen inſenſibility, 
which ſeemed to abſorb all ſentiment, and gradually 
vulgarized his faculty of thinking. In order to 

- K 2 diſſipate 
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diſſipate the violence of his ſorrow, he continually 
ſhifted the ſcene from one company to another, con- 
tracted abundance of low connexions, and drown- 
ed his cares in repeated intoxication. The unhap- 
py lady underwent a long ſeries of hyſterical fits and 
other complaints, which ſeemed to have a fatal ef- 
fect on her brain as well as conftitution. Cordials 


were adminiftered to keep up her ſpirits ; and ſhe 
found it neceſſary to protract the uſe of them to 


blunt the edge of grief, by eee e, reflexion, 
and remove the ſenſe of uneaſineſs ariſing from a 


diſorder in her ſtomach. In a word, ſhe became an 


habitual dram-drinker; and this practice expoſed 
her to ſuch communication as debauched her reaſon, 
and perverted her ſenſe of decorum and propriety. 
She and her huſband gave a looſe to vulgar exceſs, 


in which they were enabled to indulge by the cha- 


rity and intereſt of ſome friends, who obtained 
half- pay for the captain. They are now metamor- 


| wer In the ſhocking creatures you have ſeen ; 


e into a riotous plebeian, and ſhe into a ragged 
trull. They are both drunk every ys quarrel and 
fight one with another, and often inſult their fellow- 
priſoners. Yet, they are not wholly abandoned by 
virtue and humanity. The . gen is ſcrupulouſly 
honeſt in all his dealings, and pays off his debts 

unctually every quarter, as ſoon as he receives his 

If-pay. Every priſoner in diſtreſs is welcome to 
ſhare his money while it laſts ; and his wite never 
fails, while it is in her power, to relieve the wretch- 
ed; ſo that their generofity, even in this miſerable 
diſguiſe, is univerſally reſpected by their neighbours. 
Sometimes the recollection of their former rank 
comes over them like a qualm, which they diſpel 
with brandy, and then humourouſly rally one ano- 
ther on their mutual degeneracy. She often ſtops 
me in the walk, and pointing to the captain, ſays, 
% My huſband, tho' he's become a black-guard 
jail-bird, muſt be allowed to be an handſome fellow 
{til11.”—On the other hand, he will frequently defire 
me to take notice of his rib, as ſhe chances 10 pals. 
| | Mind 
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“ Mind that draggle-tail'd drunken drab—(he 
will ſay) what an antidote it is—yet, for all that, 
FEeLTON, ſhe was a fine woman when I married her 
-—Poor Bess, I have been the ruin of her, that is 

certain, and deſerve to be damned for bringing her 
to this paſs.” | | wg 

Thus they accommodate themſelves to each o- 
ther's infirmities, and paſs their time not without 
ſome taſte of plebeian enjoyment—but, name their 
child, they never fail to burſt into tears, and till 
feel a return of the moſt poignant ſorrow. 

Sir LAUNCELOT GREAVES did not hear this ſtory 
unmoved. Tou CLARK E's cheeks were bedewed 
with the "Ou of ſympathy, while with much ſob- 
bing, he declared his opinion, that an action would 
lie againſt the lady's father. —Capt. CRow having 
liſtened to the ſtory, with uncommon attention, ex- 

refſed h's concern that an honeſt ſeaman ſhould be 
b taken in the ſtays : but he imputed all his calami- 
ties to the wife: „for why ? (add he) a ſeafaiing 
man may have a ſweetheart in every port; but he 
ſhould ſtear clear of a wife, as he would avoid a 
quick-ſand—you fee, brother, how this here CIE W- 
II x lags aſtern ia the wake of a ſniveling b; o- 
therwile he'd never make a weft in his enſign for 
the loſs of a child odds heart 1 he could have done 
no more if he had ſprung a top-maſt, or ſtarted a 
timber. | 

The knight declaring that he would take another 
view of the priſon in the afternoon, Mr. FeLTpN 
inſiſted upon his doing him the honour to drink a 
diſh of tea in his apartment, and Sir LaunceLoT | 
accepted his invitation. Thitber they accordingly 
repaired, after having made another circuit of the 
jail, and the tea-things were produced ; Mrs. FRI 
TON, when ſhe was ſummoned to the door, and in 
a few minutes returning, communicated ſomething 
in a whiſper to her huſband. He changed colour, 
and repaired to the ſtair-caſe, where, he was heard 
to talk aloud in an angry tone. When he came 
back he told the * had been teazed by a 
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very importurate beggar. Addreſſing himſelf to 
our adventurer, 4 You took notice (ſays he) of a 
fine lady flaunting about our walk in all the frippe- 


ry of the faſhion—ſhe was lately a gay you widow 


that mace a great 2 at the court end of the 
town; ſhe diſtinguiſhed herfelf by her ſplendid 
equipage, her rich liveries, her brilliant afſemblies, 
her numerous routs, and her elegant taſte in dreſs 
and furniture. She is nearly related to ſome of the 
beſt families in Er gland, and it mnft be owned, miſ- 


treſs of many fine f ee 1150 But, being 


deficient in true delicacy, ſhe endeavoured to hide 
that defect by affectation. She pretended to a 
thouſand antipathies which. did not belong to hex 
nature. A breaſt of veal threw her into mortal ago- 
nies. If the faw a ſpider ſhe ſcreamed ; and at fight 
cf a mouſe ſhe fainted away. She could not with- - 
out horror behold an entire joint of meat ; and no- 
thing but fricaſſees and other made-diſhes were ſeen 
upon her table. She cauſed all her floors to be li- 
ned with green. bays, that ſhe might trip along them 
with more eaſe and pleaſure. Her footmen wore 
clogs, which were depoſited in the ball, and both 
they and her chairmen were laid under thg ftrongeſt 
injunctions to avoid porter and tobacco. Her join- 
ture amounted to eight hundred pounds per annum, 


and ſhe made ſhift to ſpend four times that ſum : at 


length it was mortgaged far nearly the entire value; 


but, far from retrenching, the ſeemed to increaſe in 


exttavagance until her effects were taken in execu- 
tion, and her perſon here depoſited in ſafe cuſtody. 
When one conſiders the abrupt tranſition ſhe under- 
went from her ſpacious apartments to an hovel ſcarce 
eight feet ſquare ; from ſumptuous ſurniture to bare 
benches ; from magnificence to meanneſs; from af- 
fluence to extreme poverty; one would imagine ſhe 
muſt have been totally overwhelmed by ſuch a ſud- 
den guſh of miſery. But this was not the caſe : ſhe 
has, in fact, no delicate feelings. She forthwith 


accommodated herſelf to the exigency of her fortune; 


yet, the ſtill affects to keep ſtate amidit the miſeries 
. of 


> 
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of a goal; and this affeQation is truly ridiculous. — 
She lies abed till two o'clock in the afternoon : the | 
maintains a female attendant for the ſole purpoſe of 
dreſſing her perſon. Her cabbin is the leaſt cleanly 
in the whole priſon; ſhe has learned to eat bread _ 
and cheeſe, and drink porter; but ſhe always ap- 
ears once a day dreſſed in the pink of the faſhion. 
She has found means to run in debt at the chandler's 
ſhop, the baker's, and the tap-houſe, tho' there is 
nothing got in this place but with ready money: 
ſhe has even borrowed ſmall ſums from divers pri- 
ſoners, who were themſelves on the brink of ſtarv- 
ing. She takes pleaſure in being ſurrounded with 
duns, obſerving that by ſuch people a perſon of 
faſhion is to be diſtinguiſhed. She writes circular 
letters to her former friends and acquaintance, and 
by this method has raiſed pretty conſiderable con- 
tributions ; for ſhe writes in a mot elegant and ir- 
reſiſtible ſtile. About a ſortnight ago fe received 
a ſupply of twenty guineas ; when, inſtead of pay- 
ing her httle goal-debts, or withdrawing any part 
of her apparel from pawn, ſhe laid out the whole 
ſum in a faſhionable ſuit and laces ; and next da 
borrowed of me a ſhilling to purchaſe a neck of 
mutton for her dinner She ſeems to think her rank 
in life intitles her to' this Eind of affiftance. She 
talks very pompouſly of her family and connexions, 
by whom, however, ſhe bas been long renounced. 
She has no ſympathy nor compatiion for the diſtreſſes 
of her fellow - creatures; but ſhe is perfectly well 
bred ; ſhe bears a repulſe the beſt of any woman [ 
ever knew; and her temper has never been once 
ruffled ſince her arrival at the king's- bench She 
now intreated me to lend her half a guinea, for 
which ſhe ſaid ſhe had the moſt Pere, occaſion, 
and promiſed upon her honour it ſhould be repaid. 
to-morrow ; but I lent a deaf ear to her requeſt, - 
and told her in plain terms that her honour was al- 
ready bankrupt —” © goons: na, ether 
Sir LaunceLoT thrufting his hand'mechanically 
into his pocket, pulled out a couple of guineas, and 
| 1 deſired 


224 The ADVENTURES of 


defired FeLToN to accommodate her with that trifle 
in his own name; but he declined the propoſal, and 
refuſed to touch the money. God forbid, (faid 
he) that I ſhould attempt to thwart your charitable 
intention: but, this, my good fir, is no object- 
ſhe has many reſources. Neither ſhould we number 
the clamorous beggar among thoſe who really feel 
diſtreſs. He is or gorg'd with bounty miſ- 
applied. The liberal hand of charity ſhould be ex- 
tended to modeſt want that pines in ſilence, encoun- 
tering cold, and nakedneſs, and hunger, and ever 
ſpecies of diſtreſs. Here you may find the wang 
of keen ſenſations, blaſted by accident in the bloſ- 
ſom of his fortune, ſhivering in the ſolitary receſs of 
indigence, diſdaining to beg, and even aſhamed to 
let his miſery be known. Here you may fee the 
arent who ti known happier times, ſurrounded 
by his tender offspring, naked and forlorn, demand- 
ing food, which þ 
That man of decent appearance and melancholy af- 
pe, who lifted his hat as you paſſed him in the 
yard, is a perfon of *unblenuſked charaQter. He 
was a reputable tradeſman in the ch, and failed 
through inevitable loſſes. A eee of bank - 
ruptcy was taken out againſt him by his ſole creditor, 
a quaker, who refuſed to ſign his certificate. He 
has lived the'e three years in priſon, with a wife and 
five ſmall children. In a little time after his com- 
mitment, he had friends who offered to pay ten 


ſhillings in the pound of what he owed, and to give 


ſecurity for paying the remainder in three years, by 
initallments. The honeſt quaker did not charge 
the bankrupt with any diſhoneſt practices; but he 
rejected the propoſal with the moſt mortifying in- 
d:fterence, declaring that he did not want his mo- 
ney. The mother repaired to his houſe, and kneel- 
ed before him with her five lovely children, im- 
ploring mercy. with tears and exclamations. He 
food this ſcene unmoved, and even ſeemed to en- 
Joy the proſpect, wear the looks of complacency 
While his heart was ſteeled with rancour. Wo- 
| . 


is Circumſtances cannot afford. 
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fired it mi, ht be left with Mr. Nox ro who was 
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man, (ſaid he) theſe be hopeful babes, if they were 
duly nurtured. Go thy ways in peace ; I have 
taken my reſolution.” Her friends maintained the 


family for ſome time ; but it is not in human chari- 


ty to perſeyere: ſome of them died; ſome of them 
grew unfortunate ; ſome of them fell off ; and now 
the poor man is reduced to the extremity of indi- 
gence, from whence he has no proſpect of being re- 


. trieved. The fourth part of what you would have 


beſtowed upon the lady would e this poor man 
and his family ſing with joy.” 0 | ; 
He had ſcarce pronounced theſe words when our 


bero defired the man might be called, and in a few 


minutes he entered the apartment with a low 0- 
beiſance. Mr. CoLeBy, (faid the knight) I 


have heard how cruelly you have been uſed by your 


creditor, and beg you will except this trifling pre- 
ent, if it can be of any ſervice to you in your dif- _ 
treſs.“ So ſaying, he put five guineas into his hand. 
The poor man was ſo confounded at ſuch an unlook- 
ed-for acquiſition, that he ſtood motionleſs and ſi- 
tent, unable to thank the donor; and Mr. Fe.Ton 
conveyed him to the door, obſerving that his heart 
was too full for utterance. But, in a little time, 
his wife burſting into the room with her five chil- 
dren, looked around, and going up to Sir Laux- 
CELOT, without any direction, exclaimed : * This 
is the angel ſent by providence to fuccour me and 
my poor 1nnocents.” Then falling at his feet, ſhe 
preſſed his hand and bathed it with their tears—He 
raiſed her up with that complacency which was na- 
tural to his diſpoſition. He kiſſed all her children, 
who were remarkably handſome. and neatly kept, 
tho' in homely apparel ; and, giving her his direc- 
tion, aſſured her he might always apply to him in 
her diſtreſs. | 

After her departure, he produced. a. bank-note: 
for twenty pounds, and would have depoſited it ig: 
the hands of Mr. FeLToN; to be diſtributed in cha- 
rities among the objects. of the place ; but he de- 
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the proper perſon for mana ing his benevolence x 
and he promiſed: to aſſiſt the deputy with his advice 
in laying it out. 85 | 


* 


* — 


CHAP. XXII. 


In which Capt. CRows is ſublimed into the regions 
of Aſtrology. 


A whole days had our adventurer pro- 
ſecuted his inquiry about the amiable AuRR- 
£14, whom he ſought in every place of public and 
of private entertainment, or reſort, withont obtain- 
ing the leaſt ſatisfactory intelligence, when he re- 
ceived one m— from the hands of à porter, 

who inſtantly vaniſhed, the following billet : „If 

you would learn the particulars of Miſs DaxwtL's 
fate, fail not to be in the fields by the Foundling 
Hoſpital, preciſely at ſeven o'clock this evening, 
when you Pal be met by a perſon who will give you 
the ſatisfaction you defire, together with his reaſon 
for addreſſing you in this myſterious manner. ———” 
Had this intimation concerned any other ſubject, 
erhaps the kright would have deliberated with 
Pronſelf in what manner he ſhould take a hint fo 
_ darkly communicated : but his eagerneſs to retrieve 
the jewel he had loft, diveſted him of all his caution ; 
the time of aſſigr ation was already at hand; and 
neither the captain nor his nephew could be found 
to accompany him, had he been diſpoſed to make 
uſe of their attendance. He therefore, after a mo- 
ment's heſitation, repaired to the place appointed, 
in the utmoſt agitation and anxiety, left the hour 

ſhould be elapſed before his arrival. 5 
Crows was one of thoſe defective ſpirits, who 
cannot ſubſiſt for any length of time on their own 
bottoms. He wanted a familiar prop, upon which 
he could diſburthen his cares, his doubts, and his 
humours: an humble friend who would endure his 
| a | caprices, 
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caprices, and with whom he could communicate, 
free of all reſerve and reſtraint. Though he loved 
his nephew's perſon, and admired his parts, he 
conſidered him often as a little petulant jackanapps, 
who preſumed upon his ſuperior underſtanding ; and 
as for Sir LavnceLoT, there Was ſomething in his 

character that overawed the ſeaman, and kept him 
at a diſagreeable diſtance. He had; in this dilem- 
ma, caſt his eyes upon TIiuorTHYCRHABS¹H¹ AW, and 
admitted him to a conſiderable ſhare of familiatity 


e245 4 © 


ing received a billet. Tou began to be viſited 
with. the apprehenſion of a duel, and fat the beſt 

Part of the night by his uncle, ſweating with the 
expectation of ſeeing our hero brought home a 
breathleſs corpſe: but no tidings of him arriving, he, 
about two in the morning repaited to h's own lodg- 
ing, reſolved to publiſh a deſcription of Sir LA un- 

CELOT in the news- papers, if he ſhould not appear 

next day. CROW, E did not paſs the time without: 

uneaſineſs. He was extremely concerned at the 

thought of ſome miſchief having befallen his friend 
and * ; and he was terrified with the appre- 
henſibn, that in caſe Sir La uNc LO was murder- 
ed, his ſpirit might come and give him notice ef 
his fate. Now he had an inſuperable averſion to 
all correſpondence with the dead; and taking it for 
granted, that the ſpirit of his departed friend could 
not appear to him except When he ſhould be alone, 

and a- bed in the dark, he determined to pals the. 
'yemainder of the night without going to bed. For. 
| LEE this 
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and God's revenge againſt mur 


bowl re 
This di 
they ſat down with their new affociate to diſcuſs the 
ſecond: edition. The knight's ſudden diſappearing 
being again brought upon the carpet, their female 
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this purpoſe his firſt-care was to viſit the garret in 


which TIMOT HY CRABSHA lay faſt afleep, ſnorin 
with his mouth wide open. Him the captain wit 
difficulty rouſed, by. dint of promiſing to regale 
him with a bowl of rum punch in the kitchen ; 


where the. fire, which had been extinguiſhed, was 
ſoon rekindled. The. ingredients were fetched 
from a public-houſe in the neighbourhood ; for the 


tain was too 2 to uſe his intereſt in the 


knight's family, e pecially at theſe hours when all 
the reſt of the ſervants had retired to their repoſe; 
and he and Tino TRY drank together until day- 


break, the converſation turning upon hobgoblins, 

der The cookmaid 
lay in a little apartment contiguous to the kitchen: 
and whether diſturbed By theſe horrible tales of ap- 


paritions, or titillated by the ſavoury ſteams that 


iſfued from the punch-bowl, ſhe made a virtue of 


| 2 or appetite, and dreſſing herſelf in the 


dark, ſuddenly appeared before them, to the no 


ſmall perturbation of both. TIMO T HY, in particu- 


lar, was fo ſtartled, that in his endeavours to make 


an hafty retreat towards the chimney-corner, he 


overturned the table; the liquor was ſpilt, but the 


bowl was ſaved by falling on an heap of aſhes. Mrs. 
Cook having reprimanded him for his fooliſh fear, 
declared ſhe had got up betimes, in order to ſcour 


her 3 and the captain propoſed to have the 
eniſhed, if materials could be procured. 
culty was overcome by CRABSH Aw; and 


companion gave it as her opinion, that nothing 
would be ſo likely to bring this affair to aght, as 
Py to a cunning man, whom ſhe had lately con- 


ſulted about a ſilver ſpoon that was miſlaid, and 


who told her all the things that ſhe ever did, and 
ever would happen to her through the whole courfe 
af her life. 1 | | | 

Her 


ſo; and that he went with his fingers c 
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Her two companions pricked up their ears at this 


intelligence; and Crowe aſked if the ſpoon had 


been found? She anſwered in the affirmative, and 


faid, the cunning man deſcribed to a hair the perſon 


that ſhould be her true love, and her wedded huſ- 
band: that he was a ſeafaring man; that he was 
retty well ſtricken in years; a little cet or 
inched like, 

as it were. The captain began to ſweat at this deſ- 
cription, and mechanically thruſt his hands into his 
ckets, while CRABSHA w, pointing to him, told 
er he believed ſhe had got the right fow by the ear. 
Cow grumbled, that may hap for all that he 
ſhould not be brought up to ſuch a grappling nei- 
ther. Then he aſked if this cunning man dealt with 
the devil, declaring, in that caſe he would keep 


clear of him: for why? becauſe he muſt have 


fold himſelf to old ſcratch; and being a ſervant of 
the devil, how could he be a good ſubject to his 
majeſty? Mrs. Cook aſſured him, the conjurer 
was a good chriſtian; and that he gained all his 


knowledge by converſing with the ſtars and planets. 


Thus fatisfied, the two friends reſolved to conſult 
him as ſoon as it ſhould be light; and being directed 
to the place of his habitation, ſer out for it by ſeven 
in the morning. They found the houſe forſaken, 


and had already reached the end of the lane in their 


return, when they were accoſted by an old woman, 
who gave them to underſtand, that if they had occa- 
ſion for the advice of a fortune-teller, as ſhe did 
ſuppoſe they had, from their ſtopping at the houſe 
where Dr. G 


fion ; at the ſame time ſhe informed them, that the 
faid GxvuBBLE had been lately ſent to Bridewell; a 
circumſtance which, with all his art, he had not 


been able to foreſee. The captain, without any 


ſcruple, put himſelf and his companion under con- 


voy of this beldame, who, thro' many windings 


and turnings, brought him to the door of a ruinous 
hoxſe, ſtanding in @ blind alley; which door having 


opened 


RUBBLE lived, ſhe would conduct them 
to a perſon of much more eminence in that profeſ- 
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opened with a key drawn from her pocket, the in- 


troduced them into a parlour, Where they ſaw no: 


other furniture than a naked bench, and ſome fright- 
ful figures on the bare walls, drawn or rather 


ſcrawled with charcoal. Here ſhe left them locked 
in until ſhe ſhould give the doctor notice of their 


arrival; and they amuſed themſelves with decypher-- 


ing theſe charaQters and hieroglyphics. The firſt 
figure that engaged their attention, was that of a 


man hanging upon a gibbet, which both conſidered 
as an 3 omen, and each endeavoured to 
avert from his own perſon” CRABSHAW obſerved, 
that the figure ſo ſuſpended was cloathed in a failor's 
jacket and trowſers ; a truth which the captain could. 
not deny; but on the other hand he affirmed, that. 
the ſaid figure exhibited. the very noſe and chin of 


TimoTHy, together with the hump. on one ſhoulder, 


A warm diſpute enſued; and being maintained 
with * acrimonious altercation, * have diſ- 


ſolved the new- cemented friendſhip of theſe two ori- 
ginals, had it not been interrupted by the old fybil, 


who, coming into the parlour, intimated that the 


doctor waited for them above. She likewiſe told 


them that he never admitted more than one at a time. 


This hint occaſioned a freſh conteſt : the captain 
inſiſted _ CraBSHAW,s making fail a-head, in 


order to look out afore ; but 'T1iMoTHy perſiſted in. 
refuſing this honour,. declaring he did not pretend. 
to lead, but he would follow, as in duty boukd. 
The old gentlewoman abridged the ceremony, by 
leading out CRABSRHAW with one hand, and locking 

up Crowe with the other. The former was drag- 


ged up ſtairs like a bear to the ſtake, . not without 


reluctance and terror, which did not at all abate at 


ſight of the conjurer, with.whom he was immediate- 


ly ſhut up by his conductreſs; after the had told him 
in a Whiſper, that he muſt depoſit. a ſhilling in a 
litt'e black coffin, ſupported by a human ſkull and 


thigh bones croſſed, on a ſtool covered with black 


| bays, that ſtood in one corner of the apartment. 
The ſquire having made his offering with fear ard. 


trembling 


+ 


2 
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trembling, ventured to ſurvey the objects around 
him, which were very well calculated to augment his 
confuſion. He ſaw divers ſkeletofis hung by the 
head; the ſtuffed ſkin of a young aligator, a calf 
with two heads, and ſeveral ſnakes ſuſpended from 
the cieling, with the jaws of a ſhark, and a ſtarved 
weaſle. On another funeral table he beheld two 
ſpheres, between which lay a book open, exhibit- 
ing 'outlandiſh. characters, and mathematical dia- 
grams. On one ſide ſtood an ink-ftandiſh with pa- 
er, and behind this deſk appeared the conjurer 
imſelf in ſable veſtments, his head ſo overſhadowed 
with hair, that far from contemplating his features, 
Timorauy could diſtinguiſh nothing but a long» 
white beard, which, for ought he Laws, might 
have 3 to a four-legged goat, as well as to 
a two-legged aſtrologer. | 
This apparition, which the ſquire did not eye 
without manifeſt diſcompoſure, extending a white 
wand, made certain evolutions.,over the head of 
TimoTaY, and N muttered an ejaculation, 
commanded him, in a hollow tone, to come for- 
ward and declare his name. CRABSHA thus ad- 
jured advanced to the altar; and whether from de- 
ſign or (which is moſt probable): frem confuſion, - 
anſwered © SAUn EL Crowe.” The conjurer 
taking up the pen, _—— a few ſcratches on 
the paper, exclaimed in a terrific accent; How? 
miſcreant! attempt to impoſe upon the ſtars —— 
ou look more like a crab than a crow, and was 
bo under the fign of Cancer.” The ſquire, al- 
moſt annihilated by this exclamation, fell upon his 
knees, crying, I pray yaw, my lord conjurer's 
worſhip. pardon my ignorance, and down't go to 
baind me oover to the Red Sea like—Tſe a 


Yorkſhire tyke, and would no more cheat the ſtars 


than I'd cheat my own vather, as the ſaying i- 
a muſt be a good hand a trapping, that catches the 
ſtars a napping—but as your honour's worſhip ob- 
ſerved, my name is TI CraBsnaw, of the Eat 
Riding, groom and ſquair to Sir LauncteLort 
| Greaves, 


had its proper effect in di 


ö 270 that is—hanged or horſe ſtealing.“ 


— —_ 
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Greaves, baron knaight, and arrant knaight, 


| who ran mad for a wench, as your worſhip's c 
ration well knoweth :—the perſon below is captain 
Crows ; and we coom by MaRGERY Cook's re- 


commendation, to ſeek after my maſter, who is 
gone away, or made away; the lord he knows how 
and where.”. | SIEM a 2 85 
Here he was interrupted by the conjurer, who 
exhorted him to ſit down and compoſe himſelf until 
he ſhould caſt a figure: then he ſcrawled the paper, 
and waving his wand repeated abundance . of gib- 
beriſh concerning the number, the names, the hou- 


ſes, and revolutions of the planets, with their con- 


junctions, oppoſitions, ſigns, circles, cycles, trines, 
and trigons. When he perceived that this artifice 

Tarding the brain of Cxas- 
SHAW, he proceeded to tell him from the ſtars, that 
his name was CRABSHAW, or CrAaBSCLAW ; that 
he was born in the Eaſt-Riding of 77 orkſhire, of poor 
yet honeſt parents, and had ſome {kill in horſes ; 
that he ſerved a gentleman, whoſe name begun with 
the letter, G » Which gentleman had run mad 
for love, and left his family ; but whether he would 
return alive or dead the ſtars had not yet determined. 


Poor TimaTay was thunderſtruck to find the con- 


| wm acquainted with all theſe circumſtances, and 


gged to know if he mought be bauld as to ax a 


queſtion or two about his own fortune. The aſtro- 


loger pointing to the little coffin, our ſquire under- 
ſtood the hint, and depoſited another ſhilling. The 
ſage had recourſe to his book, erected another 
ſcheme, performed once more his airy evolutions * 
with the wand, and having recited another myſtical 
preamble, expounded the book of fate in theſe 
words: You ſhall neither die by war nor water, 
by hunger or by thirſt, nor be brought to the grave 
by old age or diftemper ; but, let me ſee—ay, the 
ſtars will have it fo, ou {tall be—exalted—hah ! 


cc 


» good my lord conjurer! (roared the ſquire) 
Fd as lief give forty ſhillings as be hanged.” — 
| | 69 Peace, 
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% Peace, firrah! (cried the other) would you con- 
tradict or reverſe the immutable decrees of fate? 
Hanging is your deſtiny; and hanged you ſhall be 
comfort yourſelf with the reflection, that 
as you are not the firſt, ſo neither will you be the 
laſt to ſwing on Tyburn tree.“ This comfortable 
aſſurance compoſed the mind of TimoTar, and in 
a great meaſure reconciled him to the prediction. 
He now proceeded in a whining tone, to aſk whe- 
ther he ſhould ſuffer for the firſt fact? whether it 
would be for a horſe or a mare ?. and of what co- 
lour ? that he might know when his hour was come. 
—The conjurer gravely anſwered, that he would 
ſteal a Mam KY. 1 on a Wedneſday ; be caſt at 
the Old Bailey on a Thurſday, and ſuffer on a Friday; 
and he ftrenuouſly recommended it to him, to appear 
in the cart with a noſegay in one hand, and the 
Whole Duty of Man in the other.” „ But if in 
caſe it ſhould be in the winter (ſaid the ſquire) when 
a noſegay can't be had Why then (replied the 
conjurer) an orange will do as well.” "Theſe mate- 
rial points being adjuſted to the entire ſatisfaction 
of TimoTay, 2 declared he would beſtow another 
ſhilling to know the fortune of an old companio n, 
who truly did not deſerve ſo much at his hands; 
but he could not help loving him better than e' er a 
friend he had in the world. So faying, he dropped 
a third offering in the coffin, and deſired to know 
the fate of his horſe Gilbert. The aſtrologer having 
again conſulted his art, pronounced, that Gilbert 
would die of the ſtaggers, and his carcaſe be given 
to the hounds; a ſentence, which made a much 
deeper impreſſion upon CraBsHaw's mind, than 
did the prediction of his own untimely and diſgrace- 
ful fate. He ſhed a plenteous ſhower of tears, and 
his grief broke forth in ſome paſſionate expreſſions 
of tenderneſs :—at length he told the aſtrologer he 
would go and ſend up the captain, who wanted to 
conſult him about MaRGERY Cook, becauſe as 
how ſhe had informed him that Dr. GxuBBLE had 
deſcribed juſt ſuch another man as the captain — 
her 
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her true Tove ; and he had no great ſtomach to the 
match, if fo be as the ſtars were not bent upon their 
coming together: ——_ the ſquire being 
diſmiſſed by the conjurer defcended to the parlour 
with a rueful length of face; which being perceived 
by the captain, he demanded What cheer, ho?“ 
with ſome ſigns of apprehenſton. Crxansnaw mak- 
ing no return to this ſalute, he aſked if the conjurer 


had taken an obſeryation, and told him any thing? 


Then the other replied, he had told him more than 
he deſired to know, Why, an that be the caſe 
(aid the ſeaman) I have no occafion to go aloft this 
trip, brother.” This evaſion would not ſerve his 
turn: old Tis1yyoNE was at hand, and led him up 
growling into the hall of audience, which he did 


not examine without trepidation. rnd been 


directed to the coffin, where he preſented half a- 
crown, in hope of rendering the fates propitious, 
the uſual ceremony was performed; and the doctor 
addrefſed him in theſe words: © Approach, Ra- 


ven.“ The captain advancing, © You an't much 
miſtaken, brother, (faid he) heave your eye into the 
binnacle, and box your _ ; you'll find I'm a 


CRO WEZ not a Raven, tho'f indeed they be both 
fowls of a feather, as the ſaying is.“ I know 
it; (cried the conjurer) thou art a northern crow, 
a ſea crow; not a crow of prey, but a crow to 
be preyed upon: a crow to be plucked, —to be 
flayed,—to be bafted,—to be broiled by MaxGery 
upon the gridiron of matrimony.”—— The novice 
changing colour at this denunciation, © I do un- 
derſtand your fignals, brother, (ſaid he) and if it 
be ſet down in the log-book of fate, that we muſt 
rapple, why then ware timbers. But as I know - ⅛ 
how the land lies, d'ye ſee, and the current of my 
inclinations ſets me off, I ſhall haul up clofe to the 
wind, and may hap we ſhall clear Cape Maxcexv. 
But, howſomever, we ſhall leave that reef in the 
foretopfail :——1I was bound upon another voyage, 


&'ye ſee—to look, and to ſee, and to know, if fo be 
as how 1 could pick up any intelligence alongſhore, 
| =: concerning 
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concerning my friend Sir LaunceLoT, who Moped 
his -cable laſt night, and has loſt company, d'ye 
ſee.” „ What! (exclaimed the cunning man) art 
thou a crow, and can'ſt not ſmell carrion? If thou 
| would'ft grieve for Gxzaves, behold his naked 
carcaſe lies unburied to feed the kites, the crows, 
the gulls, the rooks, and ravens.”——< What, 
broach'd to ?” «© Dead! as a boiled lobſter.” «© Odd's 
heart! friend, theſe are the heavieſt tidings I have 
heard theſe ſeven long years—there muſt have been 
deadly odds when he lowered his topfails—Smite 
my eyes! I had rather the Mufti had foundered at 
ſea, with myſelf and all my 8 on board 
well fare thy ſoul, flower of the world! had honeſt 
Sam Crowe been within hail—but what ſignifies 
1 Here the tears of unaffected ſorrow 
owed plentifully down the furrows of the ſeaman's 
cheeks :—then his grief giving way to his indigna- 
tion, © Hark ye, — conjurer, (ſaid he) you 
that can ſpy foul weather before it comes, damn 
our eyes ! why didn't you give us warning of this 
. ſquall? Blaſt my limbs! Vil make you give an 
account of this here damned, horrid, confounded, 
murder, d'ye ſee—mayhap you yourſelf was con- 
cerned, d'ye ſee. For my own part, brother, I put 
my truſt in God and fteer by the compaſs; and I 
value not your pawwawing, nor your conjuration, 
of a rope's end, d'ye ſee.” — The conjurer was by ng 
means pleaſed, either with the matter, or the man- 
ner of this addreſs. He therefore began to ſoothe 
the eaptain's choler, by repreſenting that he did not 
pretend to omniſcience, which was the attribute of 
God alone ; that human art was fallible and imper- 
fect; and all that it could perform, was to diſcoyer 
certain partial circumſtances of any particulak object 
to which its enquiries were directed: that bein 
queſtioned by the other. man, concerning the . , 
of his maſter's diſappearing, he had exerciſed his 
{kill upon the ſubject, and found reaſon to believe 
that Sir LAUNCELor was aflaſſinated ; that he ſhould - 
think himſelf happy in being the inſtrument of bring- 


ing 
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ing the murderens e juſtice, though he foreſaw they 
would, of themſelves, ſave him that trouble; for 


they would quarrel about dividing the ſpoil, and 


one would give information againſt the other. 


The proſpe& of this ſatisfaction appeaſed the te- 
ſentment, and in ſome meaſure, mitigated the 


grief of captain CRowe, who took his leave with- 


out much ceremony; and being joined by Cras- 
SHAW, proceeded with a heavy heart to the houſe 
of Sir LaUnNCELoT, where they found the domeſtics 
at breakfaſt without exhibiting the leaft ſymptom 
of concern for their abſent wafter. Crowe had 
been wiſe enough to conceal from CrxaBsHaw what 
he had learned of the knight's fate. This fatal in- 
telligence he reſerved for the ear of his nephew, 
Mr. CLARKE, who did not fail to attend him in the 


forenoon. 


As for the ſquire he did nothing but ruminate 


in rueful ſilence upon the dappled gelding, the noſe- 


77 and the predicted fate of Gilbert. Him he 
orthwith viſited in the ſtable, and ſaluted with the 


| kiſs of peace. Then he bemoaned his fortune with 


tears, and -by the ſound of his own lamentation, 
was lulled aſleep among the litter. 


n 


C HAP. XXIII. | 
In which the clouds that cover the Cataſtrophe begin 
to diſperſe. | 


E muſt now leave Capt. Cxowe and his ne- 
phew Mr. CLARKE, arguing with great 


vehemence about the fatal intelligence obtained 
from the conjurer, and penetrate at once the veil 


that concealed our hero. Know then, reader, that 


Sir LaunceLor Greaves, repairing to the place 


deſcribed in the billet which he had received, was 
accoſted by a perſon muffled in a cloak, who began 
to amuſe him with a feigned ſtory of AURELI1A 3 


to 
\ 
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to which while he liſtened with Freat attention, he 
found himſelf ſuddenly ſurrounded by armed men, 
who ſeized and pinioned down his arms, took awa 
his ſword, and conveyed him by force into a hack- 
ney-coach, provided for the purpoſe. In vain he 
expoſtulated on this violence with three perſons, 
who accompanied him in the vehicle. He could 
not extort one word by way of reply; and, from 
their loomy aſpects, he began to be apprehenſive 
of aſſaſſination. Had the carriage paſſed through 
any frequented place, he would have endeavoured 
to alarm the inhabitants; but it was already clear 
of the town, and his conductors took care to avoid 
all villages and inhabited houſes. | 
After having travelled about two miles, the coach 
ſtopped at a large iron-gate, which being opened, 
our adventurer was led in ſilence thro' a ſpacious 
houſe into a tolerably decent apartment, which he 
underſtood was intended for his bed-chamber. In 
a few minutes after his arrival, he was viſited by a 
man of no very prepoſſeſſing appearance, who en- 
deayoured to eee e his countenance, which was 
naturally ſtern, and welcomed our adventurer to his 
houſe; exhorted him to be of good chear; aſſured 
him he ſhould want for nothing; and defired to 
know what he would chooſe tor ſupper. | 
Sir LauNCELoT, in anſwer to this civil addreſs, 
begged he would explain the nature of his confine- 
ment, and the reaſons for which his arms were tied 
like thoſe of the worſt malefactor. The other poſt- 
oned till to-morrow the explanation he demanded ; 
ut, in the mean time, unbound his fetters, and as 
he declined eating left him alone to his repoſe. - He 
took care, however in retiring, to double-lock the 


door of the room, whoſe windows were grated on 
the outſide with iron. ; | 

The knight, being thus abandoned to his own 
meditations, began to ruminate on the preſent ad- 
venture with equal ſurprize and concern; but the 
more he revolved circumſtances, the more was he 
perplexed in his conjectures. According to the 


ſtate 
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ſtate of the mind, a very ſubtle philoſopher is often 
puzzled by a wr plain propoſition ; and this was 
the caſe of our adyenturer—What made the ſtrongeſt 
Impreſſion . his mind, was a notion that he was 
apprehended on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices, 
by a warrant from the ſecretary of ſtate, in conſe- 
ence of ſome falſe malicious information; and 
that his priſon was no other than the houſe of a meſ- 
ſenger, ft apart for the accommodation of ſuſpected 
perſons. In this opinion, he comforted himſelf by 
recollecting his own conſcious innocence, and re- 
flecting that he ſhould be intitled to the privilege of 
| habeas corpus, as the act including that ineſtiryable 
jewel, was happily not ſuſpended at this time. 
Conſoled by this ſelf-aſſurance, he quietly reſign- 
ed himſelf to ſlumber; but, before he fell aſleep, 
he was very difagreeably undeceived in his conjec- 
ture. His ears were all at once faluted with a noiſe 
from the next room, conveyed in diſtinct bounces + 
. the wainſcot ; then an hoarſe voice exclaim- 
ed: „Bring up the artillery —let BxuTanpoxy's 
brigade advance—detach my black huſſars to ravage 
the country—let them be new-booted—take particu- 
lar care of the ſpur-leathers—make a deſert of Luſa- 
tia—bombard the ſuburbs of Pera—go, tell my bro- 
ther HE RRV to paſs the Elbe at Mieſſen with forty 
batalions, and fifty ſquadrons—ſo ho, you major- 
general NDonDER, why don't you finiſh your ſecond 
parallel? ſend hither the engineer ScuiTTENBACH 
I'll lay all the ſhoes in my ſhop, the breach will 
be practicable in four and twenty hours—don't tell 
me of your works——you and your works may be 
damn'd 4 
_ « Aſſuredly, (cried another voice from a different 
quarter) he that thinks to be ſaved by works is 
in a ſtate of utter reprobation I myſelf was a pro- 
phane weaver, and truſted to the rottenneſs of works 
I kept my journeymen and prentices at conſtant 
work ; and my heart was ſet upon the riches of this 
world, which was a wicked wor but now I have 
got a glimpſe of the new- light ! feel the opera- 
; tions 
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tions of grace — I am of the new birth abhor 
good works deteſt all working but the workin 
of the ſpirit——Avaunt, Satan — O! how I thirſt 
for communication with our ſiſter JoLLy—” _ 
The communication is already open with the 
Marche (ſaid the firſt) but as for thee, thou caitif, 
who haſt preſumed to diſparage my works, Þll have 
thee rammed into a mortar with a double charge of 
powder, and thrown into the enemy's quarters.” 


This dialogue operated like a train upon many 


other inhabitants of the place: one ſwore he was 
within three vibrations of finding the longitude, 
when this noiſe confounded his calculation: a ſe- 
cond, in broken Engliſh, complained he vas diſ- 


torped in the moment of de proſhection a third, 


in the character of his holineſs, denounced interdic- 
tion, excommunication, and anathemas; and ſwore 


by St. PzTER's keys, they ſhould howl ten thouſand 


years in purgatory, without the benefit of a ſingle 


maſs. A fourth began to hollow in all the vocifera- 


tion of a foxhunter in the chace; and in an inſtant 
the whole houſe was in an uproar—— The clamour, 


however, was of a ſhort duration. The different 


chambers being opened ſucceſſively, every indivi- 
dual was effectually ſilenced by the ſound of one ca- 
baliſtical word, which was no other than waiftcoat : 
a charm which at once cowed the king of P=—, 
| diſpoſſeſſed the fanatic, dumbfounded the mathema- 
ticlan, diſmayed the alchemiſt, depoſed the pope, 
and deprived the ſquire of all utterance. 
Our adventurer was no longer in doubt concerning 
the place to which he had been conveyed; and the 
more he reflected on his ſituation, the more he was 
overwhelmed with the moſt perplexing chagrin. 
He could not conceive by Whoſe means he had been 
immured in a mad-houſe ; but he heartily repented 
of his knight-errantry, as a frolick which might have 
very ſerious conſequences, with reſpect to his future 
life and fortune. After mature deliberation, . he re- 
ſolved to demean himſelf with the utmoſt circum- 
ſpection, well knowing that every violent 3 
wou 
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would be interpreted into an undeniable ſymptom of 
inſanity. He was not without hope of being able to 
move his jailor by a due adminiſtration of that which 
is rally more efficacious than all the flowers of 
elocution ; but when he roſe in the morning, he 
found his pockets had been carefully examined, and 
emptied 'of all his papers and caſh. 5 25 
he keeper entering, he enquired about theſe 
particulars, and was given to underſtand that they 
were all ſafely depoſited for his uſe, to be forth- 
coming at a proper ſeaſon: but, at preſent, as he 
ſhould want for nothing, he had no occaſion for 
money. The knight acquieſced in this declaration, 
and eat his breakfaſt in quiet. About eleven, he 
received a viſit from the phyſician, who contem- 
plated his looks with great ſolemnity; and, havin 
examined his pulſe, ſhook his head, ſaying, „ Well, 
fit, how d'ye. do? — come, don't be dejeted—— 
every thing is for the beſt—-you are in very good 
winds: fir, I aſſure you; and I dare fay will refuſe 
nothing that may be thought conducive to the re- 
covery of your health. 5 
Doctor, (ſaid our hero) if it is not an improper 
queſtion to aſk, I ſhould be glad to know your opi- 
nion of my diſorder ——” « O! fir, as to that 
(replied the phyſician) your diſorder is a——kind of 
a ſir, tis very common in this country——a ſort 
of a——” © Do you think my diſtemper is mad- 
neſs, doctor?“ O Lord! ſir ——not abſolute 
madneſs——no——not madneſs——you have heard, 
no doubt, of what is called a weakneſs of the nerves, 
fir, —-tho' that is a very inaccurate expreſſion; for 
this phraſe, denoting a morbid excefs of ſenfation, 
ſeems to imply that ſenſation itſelf is owing io the 
looſe coheſion of thoſe material particles which con- 
ſtitute the nervous ſubſtance, inaſmuch as the quan- 
tity of every effect muſt be proportionable to its cauſe ; 
now you'll pleaſe to take notice, fir, if the caſe were 
really what theſe words ſeem to import, all bodies, 
whoſe particles do not cohere with too great a de- 
gree of proximity, would be nervous ; that is, en- 
| | | dued 
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daed with ſenſation 


you'll do very well 


ir, your humble ſervant: 


So ſaying, he returned, and our adventure could 


not but think it-was very hard that one man ſhould 


not dare to aſk the moſt ordinary queſtion without 


being reputed mad, while another ſhould talk non- 


ſenſe by the hour, and yet be eſteemed as an oracle. 


The maſter of the houſe finding Sir LaunceLor 
ſo tame and ſo tractable, induiged him atter dinner 
with a walk in a little private garden, under the 


eye of a ſervant who followed him at a diftance, 
ere he was faluted by a brother priſoner, a man 


ſeemingly turned of thirty, tall and thin, with ſtar- 

ing eyes, a hook-noſe, and a face covered with pim- 
les. | | | | | 

F The uſual compliments having paſſed, the ſtran- 

ger, without further 3 aſked if he would 


oblige him with a chew of Tobacco, or could ſpare 


him a mouthful of wy ſort of cordial, declaring he 
had not taſted brandy ſince he came to the houſe--— 


The knight aſſured him it was not in his power to 


comply with his requeſt ; and began to aſk fome 
queſtions relating to the character of their landlord, 
which the ſtranger repreſented in very unfayourable 


colours. He deſcribed him as a rufhan, capable of 


undertaking the darkeſt ſchemes of villainy. He 


ſaid his houſe was a tepolitory of the moſt flagrant 


iniquities: that it contained fathers kidnapped by 
their children, wives confined by their huſbands, 
gentlemen of fortune ſequeſtered by their relations, 


and innocent perſons immured by the malice of their 


adverſaries. He affirmed this was his own caſe ; 
and aſked if our hero had never heard of Dicks Dis- 
TICH, the poet and ſatyriſt. BEN BuLLocz and 
[ (ſaid he) were confident againſt the world in arms 
-——did you never ſee his ode to me beginning with 
Fair blooming youth.” We were ſworn brothers, 
adinited and praiſed, and pay each other, fir : 
we denounced war againſt all the world, actors, au- 
thors, and critics; and having dawn tae ſword, 


* threw 


Sir, I ſhall order ſome cool- 
ing things to keep you in due temperature; and 
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threw away the ſcabbard—-we puſhed through thick 
and thin, hacked and hewed helter ſkelter, and be- 


came as formidable to the writers of the age, as the 
_ Beotian band of Thebes. My friend Bur Lock, in- 


deed, was once rolled in the kennel ; but ſoon 


He. wvig'rous roſe, and from th” efflutia ſtrong 
Imbib'd pay and ſcour'd and flunk along. 


' Here is a fatire, which I wrote in an alehouſe when 


I was drunk I can prove it by the evidence of the 


landlord and his wife: I fancy you'll own I have 


ſome right to ſay with my friend Horace. 
Qui me commorit, melius non tangere clamo ; 
Elebit et infignis toto contabitur urbe. 


The knight, having peruſed the papers, declared | 
his opinion that the verſes were tolerably good; but 


at the ſame time obſerved that the author had reviled 


as ignorant dunces ſeveral perſons who had writ with 
reputation, and were generally allowed to have ge- 
nius : a circumſtance that would detra&t more from 


his candour, than could be allowed to his capacity. 


„ Damn their genius! (cried the fatyriſt) a pack 


of impertinent raſcals! I tell you, fir, BEN Bor- 


Lock and I had determined to cruſh all that were 


not of our own party——beſides, I faid before, this 
piece was written in drink.” © Was you drunk 


too when it was printed and publiſhed ?? „ Yes, 
the printer ſhall make affidavit that I was never 


_ otherwiſe than drunk or maudlin, till my enemies, 


on pretence that my brain was turned, conveyed me 
to this infernal manſion—” | 4 555 
They ſeem to have been your beſt friends, (ſaid 
the knight) and have put the moſt tender imerpre- 
tation on your conduct; for, waving the plea of in- 
fanity, your character muſt ſtand as that of a man 
who hath ſome ſmall ſhare of genius, without an 
atom of integrity Of all thoſe whom Por laſhed 
in his Dunciad, there was not one who did not rich- 
ly deſerve the imputation of dullneſs; and every one 
of them had provoked the ſatyriſt by a perſonal . 
0 tack. 
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tack. In this reſpect the Enplifh poet was much more 
honeſt than his French — 4.6) yoo au, who ſtig- 
matized ſeveral men of acknowledged genius ; ſuch 
as QuinavtrT, Pexravaiy, ad the celebrated 
Lori; for which reaſon every man of a liberal 
turn muſt, in ſpite of all his poetical merit, deſpiſe 
him as a rancorous knave. If this diſingenious con- 
duct cannot be forgiven in a writer of his ſuperior 
genius, who will pardon it in you whoſe name is 
not half emerged from obſcurity ?” 
. * Heark ye, friend, (replied the bard) keep your 
pardon and your counſel for who afk or want it; or, 
if you will force them upon people, take one piece 
of advice in return: If you don't like your preſent 
ſituation, apply for a committee without delay: 
they'll find you too much of a fool to have the leaft 
_ tincture of madneſs ; and you'll be releaſed without 
farther ſcruple : in that cafe I ſhall rejoice in your 
deliverance z you will be freed from confinement, 
and I ſhall be happily deprived of your converſa- 
tion.” 8 
So ſaying, he flew off at a tangent, and our 
knight could not help ws be the peculiar viru- 
lence of his diſpoſition. Sir LaunczLorT then en- 
deavoured to enter imo Converſation with his atten- 
dant, by aſking how long Mr. Dis ric had reſided 
in the houſe ;- but he might as well have addreſſed 
himſelf to a Turkiſh mute: the fellow either pretend- 
ed ignorance, or refuſed an anſwer to eve eftion 
that was propoſed. He would not even diſcloſe the 
name of his landlord, nor inform him whereabouts 
the houſe was ſituated. RET 
Finding himſelf agitated with impatience and in- 
dignation, he returned to his apartment, and the 
door being locked upon him, began to review, not 
without horror, the particulars ot his fate. How 
little reaſon (faid he to himſelf) have we to boaſt of 
the bleſſings enjoyed by the Britiſb ſubject, if he 
holds them on ſuch a precarioys tenure: if a man of 
rank and property may be thus kidnapped even in 
the midſt of the . if he may be ſeized by 
| 2 —1 
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rufhans, inſulted, robbed, and conveyed to ſuch a 
. priſon as this, from which there ſeems to be no poſ- 
ſibility of eſcape ! Should I be indulged with pen, 
Ink, and paper, and- appeal to my relations, or to 
the es of my country, my letters would be 
intercepted by thoſe who ſuperintend my confine- 
ment. Should I try. to alarm the neighbourhood, 
my cries would be neglected as thoſe of ſome unhap- 
py lunatic under neceſſary correction. Should I em- 
ploy the force which heaven hath lent me, I might 
imbrue my hands in blood, and after all find it im- 
poſſible to eſcape through a number of ſucceſſive 
doors, locks, bolts, and centinels. Should I en- 
deavour to tamper with. the ſervant, he might diſ- 
cover my deſign, and then I ſhould be abridged of 
the little comfort I enjoy. People may inveigh 
againſt the Baſtile in France, and the Inquiſition in 
Portugal ; but I would aſk if either of theſe be in 
reality ſo dangerous or dreadiul as a private mad- 
houſe in England, under the direction of a rufhan, 
The Baſtile is a ſtate priſon, the Inquiſition is a 
ſpiritual tribunal; but both are under the direction 
of government. It ſeldom, if ever, happens that a 
man intirely innocent is confined in either; or if he 
ſhould, he lays his account with a legal tryal before 
eſtabliſhed judges. But in England, the moſt inno- 
cent perſon upon earth is liable to be immured for 
life under the, pretext of lunacy, ſequeſtered from 
his wife, children, and friends, robbed of his for- 
tune, deprived even of neceſſaries, and ſubjected to 
the moſt brutal treatment from a low-bred barbarian, 
who raiſes an ample fortune on the miſery of his fel- 
Jow-creatures, and may, duiing his whole life, prac- 
tiſe this * oppreſſion, without queſtion or con- 
troul. ; | | | 
This uncomfortable reverie was interrupted by a 
very unexpected found that ſeemed to iſſue from the 
other ſide of a thick party-wall. It was a ſtrain of 
vocal muſic, more plaintive than the widow'd turtle's 
' moan, more ſweet and raviſhing than PPILOMEL's 
love-warbled ſong. Through Yin ear it inſtantly. 
| F pierced 


* 
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pierced into his heart ; for at once he recognized it 
to be the voice of his adored AUuRELIA. even? 
what was the agitation of his ſoul, when he made 
this diſcovery ! how did every nerve quiver ! how 
did his heart throb with the moſt violent emotion! 
He ran round the room in diſtraction, foaming like 
a a lion in the toil then he placed his ear cloſe to 
the partition, and liſtened as if his whole ſoul was 
exerted in his ſenſe of hearing. When the ſound 
ceaſed to vibrate on his ear, he threw himfelf on the 
bed ; he groaned with ＋ he exclaimed in 
broken accents; and, in all probability, his heart 
would have burſt, had not the violence of his ſorrow 
found vent in a flood of tears. - 8 
Theſe firſt tranſports were ſucceeded by a fit of 
impatience, which had well-nigh deprived him of 
his ſenſes in good earneſt. His ſurpriſe at finding 
his loſt Aux ELI in ſuch a place; the ſeeming im- 
22 of — her; and his unf . e 
eagerneſs to contrive ſome ſcheme for e by 
the intereſting diſcovery he had made, concurred 
in brewing up a ſecond extaſy, during which he 


ated a thouſand extravagancies, CR TEN 
for him the attendants did not obſerve. Perhaps it 
was well for the ſervant that he did not enter while 


the paroxiſm prevailed : had this been the. caſe, he 

might have met with the fate of Lycyas, whom 
HercULES in his frenzy deſtroyed. | 

Before the cloth was laid for ſupper, he was calm 


— to conceal the diſorder of his mind: but he 


complained of the head-ach, and deſited he might 


be next day viſited by the phyſician, to whom he 


reſolved to explain himſelf in ſuch a manner, as 
ſhould make an impreſſion upon him, provided he: 
was not altogether deſtitute of conſcience and hu- 
manity. en 
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| CHAP. XXV. 5 


Des The knot that puzzles human W iſdom, the bend of 
Fortune ſometimes will untie familiar as her garter. 


HEN the doQtor made his next appearance 
; in Sir LaunceroT's apartment, the knight 
addreſſed him in theſe words: „ Sir, the practice 
of medicine is one of the moſt honourable profeſſions 
exerciſed among the ſons of men; a profeſſion 
which hath been revered at all periods and in all 
nations, and even held ſacred in the moſt poliſhed 
ages of antiquity. The ſcope of it is to preſerve the 
being, and confirm the health of our fellow-crea- 
tures ; of conſequence, to ſuſtain the bleſſings of 
fociety, and crown life with fruition. The cha- 
racter of a phyſician, therefore, not only ſuppoſes 
natural fagacity, and acquired erudition, but it alſo 
_ implies every delicacy of ſentiment, every tender- 
neſs of nature, and every virtue of humanity. That 
theſe qualities are centered in yon, c<Ctor,. I would 
willingly believe: but it will be ſufficlent for my 
urpoſe, that you are poſſeſſed of common integrity. 
o whoſe concern I am indebted foi your viſits, 
you beſt know: but if you underſtand the art of me- 
dicine, you muſt be ſenſible by this time, that with 
reſpect to me your preſcriptions are altogether un- 
neceſſary come, Sir, you cannot you don't be- 
heve that my intellects are diſordered. Vet, grant- 
ing me to be really under the influence of that de- 
plorable malady, no perſon has a right to treat me 
as a lunatic, or to ſue out a commiſſion, but my 
neareſt kindred. That you may not plead igno- 
rance of my name and family, you ſhall underſtand 
that I am Sir LaunceLoT Greaves, of the count 
of York, baronet ; and that my neareft relation is 
Sir RECGINALD MEeapows, of Cheſhire, the eldeſt 
ſon of my mother's ſiſter that gentleman, I am ſure, 
had no concern in ſeducing me by falſe pretences 
under the clouds of night into the fields where ! 
a | was 


was ſurpriſed, overpowered, and kidnapped, by arm- 
ed whe TY Had = ly believed me ;nfane, he 
would have proceeded according to the dictates of 
honour, humanity, and the laws of his country. 
Situated as IT am, I have a right, by making appli- 
cation to the lord chancellor, .to be tried by a jury of 
honeſt men.— But of that right, I cannot avail my- 
ſelf, while I remain at the mercy of a brutal miſ- 
creant, in whoſe. houſe I am incloſed, unleſs you 
contribute your aſſiſtance. Your aſſiſtance, there- 
fore, I demand, as you are a gentleman, a chriſtin, 
and a fellow ſubject, who, tho' every other motive 
ſhould be overlooked, ought to intereſt himſelf in 
my caſe as a common concern, and concur with all 
your power towards the puniſhment of thoſe wha 
dare commit ſuch outrages againſt the libexty of your 
country.” a | | 

The doctor ſeemed to be a little diſconcerted ; 
bat after ſome recollection, reſumed his air of ſuf- 
ficiency and importance, and aſſured our adventurer 
he would do him all the ſervice in his power ; but, 
in the' mean time, adviſed him to take the potion 
he had preſctibed. © | 
The knight's eyes lightning with indignation, 1 
am now convinced, (cried he) that you are an ac- 
complice in the villainy which has been practiced 
upon me; that you are a ſordi} wretch; without 
principle or feeling, a difgrace to the faculty, and a 
reproach to human nature—yes, firrah, you are the 
moſt perfidious of all affaſſins—you ate the hireling 


— 


miniſter of the worſt of all villains, who from mo- 


tives even baſer than malice, envy, and revenge, 
rob the innocent of all the comforts of life, brand 
them with the imputation of madneſs, the moſt cruel 


ſpecies of ſlander, and wantonly protract their miſe- 


ry, by leaving them in the moſt ſhocking: confine- 


ment, a prey to reflections infinitely more bitter 


than death—but I will be calm do me juſtice at 
your peril. I demand the protection of the legiſla- 
ture if I am refuſed, remember, a day of reckon- 


ing will come ou and the reſt of the miſcreants 
| | 14 Who 


—. 


Sir LANC EL OT GREAVES. 247 


4 "— a” * — y 2 5 . 6 
WW Pa, 1 Rs vv + P ">" 
CR 1 FF rXTñĩ,̃rĩVn « U ⁰ m Ng 


248 The ADVENTURES of 


who have combined againſt me, muſt; in order to 
cloak your treachery, have recourſe to murder ; an 
expedient which I * you very capable of em- 
bracing, or a man of my rank and character cannot 
be much longer concealec Tremble, caitiff, at 
the thoughts of my releaſe in the mean time, be- 
gone, leſt my juſt reſentment impel me to daſh out 
your brains upon that marble- away 
The honeſt doctor was not ſo firmly perſuaded of 
his patient's lunacy as to reje& his advice, which 
he made what haſte he could to follow, when an 
unexpected accident intervened. That this may be 
properly introduced, we muſt return to the knight's 
race of truſty friends, captain CRowe and lawyer 
CLARKE, whom we left in ſorrowful deliberation 
upon the fate of their patron. CLarKe's genius 
being rather more fruitful in reſources, than that 
of the ſeaman, he ſuggeſted an advertiſement, which 
was accordingly inſerted in the daily papers; im- 
-porting, that, Whereas a gentleman of conſider- 
able rank and fortune had ſuddenly diſappeared on 
ſuch a night from his houſe, near Golden-/quare, in 
conſequence of a letter delivered to him by a porter ; 
and there is great reaſon to believe ſome violence 
- hath been offered to his life: any perſon capable of 
giving ſuch information as ny tend to clear up this 
dark tranſaction, ſhall by applying to Mr. Thomas 
CLARKE, attorney, at his lodgings in Upper Breok- 
frreet, receive proper ſecurity for the reward of one 
hundred guineas, to be paid to him upon bis mak- 
ing the diſcovery required.” SE 
The porter who delivered the letter appeared ac- 
cording:y ; but could give no other information, ex- 
ept that it was put into his hand with a ſhilling, 
by a man muffled up in a great coat, who ſtopped 
him for the purpoſe, in his oy through Queen 
flreet. It was neceſſary that the advertiſement ſhould 
produce an effect upon another perſon, who was no 
other than the hackney coachman who drove our 
hero to the place of his impriſonment. This fellow 
had been enjoined ſecrecy, and indeed Oy by 
Q 
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Bold his tongue, by a conſiderable gratification, 
which it was ſuppoſed would have been effectual, 
as the man was a maſter coach- man in good circum-- 
ſtances, and well known to the keeper of the mad-- 
houſe, by whom he had been employed on former 
occaſions of the fame nature. Perhaps: his fidelity 
to his employer, reinforced by the hope of many 
future jobbs of that kind, might have been proof 
againſt the offer of fifty pounds; but double that 
ſum was a temptation he could not refit. He no- 
| ſooner read the intimation in the Daily Advertiſer, 
over his morning's pot at an alehouſe, than he en- 
tered into conſultation with his own thoughts, and 
having no reaſon to doubt that this was the very fare 
he had conveyed; he reſolved to earn the reward, 
and abſtain-from-all ſuch adventures in time coming. 
He had the precaution, however, to take an attor- 
ney along with him to Mr. CLARKE, who entered 
into a conditional bond; and, with the aſſiſtance 
of his uncle depoſited the money, to be forthcoming; 
 whenthe conditions ſhould be fulfilled. Theſe pre- 
vious meaſures being taken, the coachman declared 
what he knew, and diſcovered the houſe in which 
Sir LAUNCELoOT had been immured. He moreovet 
accompanied our two adherents to a judge's cham- - 
ber, where he made oath to the truth of his infor- 
mation; and a warrant was immediately granted to 
ſearch the houſe of BERNARD SHAckLE, and ſet at: 
liberty Sir LaunceLot Greaves, if there found. 
Fortified with this authority, they engaged a con- 
ſtable with a formidable poſſe, and embarking them 
in coaches, repaired, with all poſſible expedition, 
to the houſe of Mr. SuAcK UR, who did not think 
proper to diſpute their claim, but admitted them, 
tho” not without betraying evident ſymptoms of 
conſternation. One of the ſervants direQing them, 
by his. maſter's order, to Str LavnceLoT's apart- 
ment, they hurried up ftairs in a body, occafioning : 
ſuch a noiſe as did not fail to alarm the phyſician, . 
who had juft opened the door to retire, when he. 
perceived their i:ruption. Captain. Cxo we. conjec- 
| „„ turing - 


; 4 
1 


——y—ͤ—y— + IB GOV —— HO ered —- 


# + 
x 
+ 3 
4 
* 
rs 
* " 
5 , 
* 
. 
ws 
GET 
7 
9 


250 The ADVENTURES 
_—_ he was guilty, from the confuſion that ap- 


in his countenance, made no e of ſer 
ing bim by the collar, as he endeavoured to retreat; 
while the tender hearted Tom CLARKE, runni 

up to the knight with his eyes brimful of jo and 
affection, forgot all the forms of diſtant reſpect, and 
throwing his arms around his neck, blubbered in 
his boſom. „ 8 „ 
Our hero did not receive this proof of his attach- 
ment unmoved. He ſtrained him in his embrace, 
honoured him with the title of his deliverer, and 
+ aſked him by what miracle he had diſcovered. the 


= 


Place of his confinement. The lawyer began to un- 
mg the various ſteps he had taken; with equal mi- 
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nuteneſs and felf-complacency ; when CRO WR drag- 
ging the doctor ſtill by the collar, ſhook. his o 
friend by the hand, proteſting he was never ſo over- 
- joyed fince he got clear of a Sally Rover on the 
-. coaſt of Barbary ; and that two aſſes ago he would 
have ftarted all the money he Fad in the world in 
the hold of any man who would have ſhewn Sir 
LaunceLoT fafe at his moorings. The knight, 
having made a proper return to this ſmcere mani- 
feſtation of good will, deſired him to diſmiſs that 
worthleſs fellow, meaning the doctor, who, finding 
himſelf releaſed, withdrew with ſome precipitation. 
Then our adventurer, attended by his friends, 
walked with a deliberate pace to the outward gate, 
-which he found open, and getting into one of the 
ebaches was entertained by the way to his own 


1 ity Houſe lch detail of every, meaſure which had been 


Shwrſueth for-his releaſe. In his own parlour he found 
mY enn who had been waiting with 
reat fear and impatience for the iſſue of Mr. 

— bes adventug® She now fell upon her knees, 
and bathed the Might's hand with tears of joy; 
while the face of this young woman, recalling the 
idea of her miſtreſs, rouſed his heart to ſtrong emo- 
tion, and ſtimulated his mind to the immediate at- 
chievement he had ah eady planned. As for CRAR“ 
SHAW, he was not the laſt to ſignify his ſatisfaction 
8 . at 


Ny 
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at his maſter's return. After having kiſſed the hem 
of his garment he repaired to the ſtable, where he 
communicated theſe tidings to his friend Gilbert, 
whom he faddled and bridled : the fame office he per- 
formed for Bronzomarte : then putting on his ſquire- 
like attire and accoutrements, he mounted one, 
and led the other to the knight's door, before- 
which he paraded, uttering from time to time re- 
peated ſhouts, to the no ſmall entertainment of the: 
populace, until he received orders to houſe his 
companions. Thus commanded, he led them back 
to their ſtalls, reſumed his livery, and rejoined his 
fellow-ſervants, who were reſolved to celebrate the 
day with banquets, and rejoicings. | — 
Their maſter's heart was not ſufficiently at eaſe 
to ſhare in their feſtivity. He held a conſultation with 
his friends in the parlour, whom he acquainted with: 
the reaſons he had to believe Miſs DaxxEL was con- 
fined in the fame houſe which had been his priſon - 
a circumſtance which filled them with equal pleaſure 
and aſtoniſhment. DoLLy in particular, weeping” 
plentifully, conjured him to deliver her dear lady 
without delay; nothing now remained but to con- 
cert the plan for her deliverance. As AURELIA had 
informed Dol of her connection with Mrs. K W- 
DLE, at whoſe houſe ſhe propoſed to lodge, before 
the was overtaken on the road by her uncle, this- 
particular was now imparted to the cou cil, and- 
{truck a light which: ſeemed to point out the direct 
way to Mits DARNEL's enlargement. | 
Our hero accompanied by Mrs. CowsLir, and 
Tom CLARKE, ſet out immediately for the houle; 
of Dr. Kaw.DLEe, who happened to be abroad; but 
his wite received them with great courteſy. She. 
was a well-bred, ſenſible, genteel woman, and 
ſtrongly attached to AuREL1a by the ties of affection. 
as well as of conſanguinity. She no ſooner learned. 
the ſituation of her couſin than ſhe expreſſed the- 
moſt impatient concern for her being ſer at liberty | 
„and aſſured Sir LAN EIO r ſhe would concur in ang 
ſcheme he ſhould propoſe for that purpoſe, Theres 
(EB ide. AS Ee Was 
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| was no room for heſitation or choice; he attended 


er immediately to the judge, who upon proper ap- 
lication iſſued another ſearch-warrant for Aux ELIA 


_ DaxneL. The conſtable and his poſſe were again 
retained ; and Sir LA UN c LorTr GREAVES once more 


eroſſed the treſhold of Mr. BERWARD SHackLe. 
Nor was the ſearch-warrant the only implement of 

mlelf for this 
viſit. In going thither, they agreed upon the me- 
thod in which they ſhould introduce themſelves gra- 


dually to Miſs DARN EL, that her tender nature 
might not be too much ſhocked by their ſudden ap- 


pearance. | ; 3 
When they arrived at the houſe therefore; and: 


. 


produced their credentials, in conſequence. of which. 


a female attendant was directed to ſhew the lady's: 


apartment. Mrs. Dor firſt entered the chamber 
of the accompliſhed AuREEIA, who, lifting up her 
eyes, ſcreamed aloud, and flew into the arms of her: 
faithful CowsLrs. Some minutes elapſed before: 
Dolby could make ſhift to exclaim.—“ Am-coom; 
to live and- daai with my beloved Teady !”' „ Dear 
Dory! (cried her miſtreſs) I cannot expreſs the- 
pleaſure I have in ſeeing you again—good heaven! 


what ſolitary hours of keen afffiction have I paſſed: 


fince we parted I— but, tell me how did you diſ- 
cover the place of my retreat? has my uncle relent- 
ed? do I owe your coming to his indulgence?“ 
Doll anſwered in the negative; and by de- 
rees gave her to underſtand that her couſin, Mrs. 
e was in the, next room; that lady imme- 


diately appeared, and a very tender ſcene. of recog-. 
nition paſſed between the two relations. It was the. 
Who, in the: courſe of converſation, perceiving that 


AuURBLL> was, perfectly compoled, declared the: 


_-. happy tidings of the approaching deliverance, 
When the other eagerly Fed upon knowing to- 


whoſe humanity and addreſs ſhe was indebted for 
this happy turn of fortune, her couſin declared the 
obligation was due to a young gentleman of York- 
Hire called Sir LaunceLor Greaves, At men: 
| 92 | . Lon. 
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tion of that name, her face was everſpread with. a 


crimſon glow, and her eyes beamed redoubled ſplen- 
dor, —“ Coufin, (faid ſhe with a hgh.) I T4 
not what to ſay——that gentleman,—d 

LOT Greaves was ſurely born—Lord bleſs me 
I * you, couſin, he has been my guardian an- 
„ | b 3 

8 Mrs. Kawpre, who had maintained. a corre(-- 
pondence with her by letters, was no ſtranger to the 
former part of the. connexion ſubſiſting between: 
thoſe two lovers, and had always favoured the pre- 


_ tenſions of our hero, without being acquainted with 


his. perſon. She now obſerved with # {mile, that as: 
AuRELt1a eſteemed the knight her guardian angel, 
and he adored her as a demi-deĩity, nature ſeemed to. 
have intended them for each other; for fuch fublime- 
ideas exalted them both above the ſphere of ordina- 
ry mortals. She then ventured to intimate that he 


was in the houſe, ee pay his reſpeQs in. 


perſom At this, declaration, the colour yaniſhed: 


from her cheeks ; which, however, ſoon underwent: 


a total. ſuffuſion. Her heart panted; her boſom: 
heaved ; and her 2 frame was agitated by 
tranſports rather viole 

however, recollected herſelf; and her native ſereni- 


nt than unpleaſing. She ſoon, . 


wy returned; when riſing from her ſeat, the declared 
e 


would ſee him in the next apartment, where he 
ſtood in the moſt. tumultuous ſuſpence, waiting for. 


per miſſion to approach her perſon. Here ſhe broke: 
in upon him, arrayed in an elegant white undreſs, 


the emblem of her purity, beaming forth the emax- 
nations of amazing beauty, warmed and improved 
with a glow of gratitude, and affection. His heart. 
was too big for utterance ;- he ran towards. her with. 
rapture, and, throwing himſelf at her feet, imprint- 
ed a reſpectful kiſs upon her lilly hand. This, 


divine AuRELIX, (cried he) is a foretafte of that 


ineffable bliſs, which you. was born. to beſtow ! 
Do I then live to ſee you ſmile again? to-ſee you 


reſtored to _ z- your mind at eaſe, and your 


health. unimpaired!“ Lou have lived, (faid the) 


ir Launce- 


to. 


\ 
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to ſee my obligations to Sir LAUNcREOT GRTAVES 
accumulated in ſuch a manner, that a whole life 
ſpent in acknowledgement will ſcarce ſuffice to de- 
monſtrate a due fenſe of his neſs.” „ You 
1 over-rate my fervices, which have been ra- 
ther the duties of common humanity, than the ef- 
forts of a generous paſſion, too noble to be thus e- 
vinced ;—but let not my unſeaſonable tranſports 
detain you a moment longer on this deteſted es: 
ive me leave to hand you into the coach, and 
commit you to the care of this good lady, attended , 
by this honeſt young gentleman, who is my particu- 
lar friend.” ſaying, he preſented Mr. THoO- 
MAS CLakKE, who had the honour to ſalute the 
fair hand of the ever amiable AurEeLra. | 
The ladies being fafely coached under the eſcorte 
of the lawyer, Sir LaunceLoT aſſured them ke 
ſhould wait on them in the evening at the houſe of 
Dr. KawWD E, whither they immediately directed 
their courſe. Our hero, who remained with the 
conftable and his gang, enquired for Mr. BERNARD. 
SHACKLE, upon whoſe perſon he intended to ferve a 
writ of 3 over and above a proſecution for 
robbery, in conſequence of his having diſencumber- 
ed the knight of his money and other effects, on the 
firſt night of his confinement. Mr. SyackLE had. 
diſcretion · enough to avoid this encounter, and even 
to anticipate the indictment for felony, by directing 
one of his ſervants to reſtore the caſh and papers, 
which our adventurer accordingly received, before 
he quitted the houſe. | 
In the proſecution of his ſearch after SyackLE,. 
he chanced to enter the chamber of the. bard, whom 
he found in diſhabille, writing at a table, with a 
- . bandage over one eye, and his head covered with a 
night-cap of bays. The. knight, having made an 
apology for his intruſion, deſired to know if he 
could be of any ſervice to Mr. DisT1cn, as he was 
now at liberty to uſe the little influence he had, for 
the relief of his fellow ſufferets. The poet having 
eyed him for ſome time aſkance, I told =_ 
N (ſai 


* "=. * 
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(ſaid he) your ſtay in this place would be of ſhort 
duration. I have ſuſtained a ſmall diſaſter on my 
left eye, from the hands of a raſcally cordwainer, 
who pretends to believe himſelf the king of Pruſſia; 
and I am now in the very act of galling his majeſty 
with keen Iambicks.—— If u can help me to a roll 
of tobacco, and a bottle of gene ver, fo ;——If von 
are not fo inclined, your humble ſervant——I ſhall 
ſhare in the joy of your deliverance.“ 

The knight declined gratifying him in theſe. par- 
ticulars, which he apprehended might be prejudi- 
cial to his health; but offered his aſſiſtance in re- 

dreſſing his grievances, provided he faboured under 
any cruel treatment, or inconvenience. © I com- 

prehend the full extent of your generoſity : (replied 
the ſatyriſt) you are willing to aſſiſt me in every 
thing, except the only circumſtances in which af- 

_ fiſtance is required. God b' w' ye. If you fee 
Ben BuLLock, tell him I wiſh he would not dedi- 
cate any more of his works to me.—Damn the fel- 
low ; he has changed his note, and begins to ſnivel.. 
—For my part, I ſtick to my former maxim; de 
all the world, and will die hard, even if death 
ſhould be preceded by damnation.” | 

The knight finding him incorrigible, left him to 
the ſlender chance of being one day comforted by 
the dram- bottle; but reſolved, if poſſible, to ſet on 
foot an accurate inquiry into the economy and tran- 
ſactions of this private inquiſition, that ample juſtice 
might be done in favour of every injured individual 
confined within its walls. In the afternoon, he did 
not fail to viſit his AUuREBLIA; and all the proteſta- 
tions of their mutual paſſion were once more inter- 
changed. He now produced the letter, which had _ 

cauſed ſuch fatal diſquiet in, his boſom; and Miſs 

DarnNEL. no ſooner eyed the paper, than the recol- 
tected it was a formal diſmiſſion, which ſhe had in- 

tended and directed for Mr. Sycamore. This the 

uncle had intercepted, and cunningly incloſed in ano- 

ther cover, addreſſed to Sir LAuNC ELO GREAVES, 
who was now aſtoniſhed beyond meaſure to ſee the 

| | 8 myſtery 


— oa 
= 


at the point of death. Among the papers in 
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myſtery ſo eaſily unfolded. The joy that now diffu-- 
fed itfelf in the hearts of our lovers, is more eaſily 


conceived than deſcribed ; but, in order to give a2 


ſtability to this mutual ſatisfaction it was neceſſary: 
that AuxEL1a ſhould be ſecured from the tyranny of 
her uncle, whoſe power of guardianſhip. would not 
otherwiſe: for ſome” months expire: 02 NA 

Dr. KawpLe and his lady having entered into: 
their deliberations on this ſubject, it was agreed 


that Miſs DaxweL ſhould have recourſe to the pro- | 
tection of the lord-chancellor : but ſuch application.” 


was rendered unneceſſary by the unexpected arrival 


of Jon CLuue with the following letter to Mrs. 


KawDLE from the ſteward of ANTHONY DARNEL„, 


dated at AuRELIA's houſe in. the country.“ Ma- 
dam, it hath pleaſed God to afflict Mr. DaRNEL 


with a ſevere ſtroke of the dead palſy.——He was: 
taken yeſterday, and now hes infenſible, ſeogungly: 
is: 
pocket, I found the incloſed, y which it appears 
that my honoured young lady Miſs i 
fined in a private mad-houſe. I'm afraid Mr. DAR 


NEL's fate is a juſt judgment of God upon him for 


his cruelty to that excellent perſon. I need not ex- 


hort you, Madam, to take, immediately upon the 
receipt of this, ſuch meaſures as will be neceſfary- 
for the IG of my poor young lady. In the 


mean. time, I ſhall do the needful for the preſerva- 


tion of her property in this place, and fend you an 


account of any further alteration that may happen; 


being very reſpectiully, Madam, your moſt obedi- 
ent humble ſervant, R 


ALPH MaTTOCKS.” 

_ CLume had poſted up to London with this intima- 
tion, on the wings of love, and being covered with 
clay from the heels to the eyes upwaids, he. appear-- 
ed in ſuch an unfavourable light at Dr. KawpLe's. 


door, that the: tootman refuſed him admittance. . 
Neverthelefs, he puſhed him aſide, and fought his 


way up- ſtairs into the dining-room, where the com- 
pany was not a little aſtoniſhed at ſuch an apparition. 


he fellow. himſelf was no leſs amazed at ſeeing 
| AURELIA,, 


DaRNEL is con- 


— 
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AvuRrEL1a, and his own ſweetheart Mrs. DoLry 
CowsLie. He forthwith fell upon his knees, and, 
in ſilence, held out the letter, which was taken by 
the doctor, and preſented to his wife, according to 
the direQion. She did not fail to communicate the 
contents, which were far from being unwelcome to 
the individuals who compoſed this little ſociety. 
Mr. CLuur was honoured with the approbation of 
his young lady, who commended him 2 his zeal 
and expedition; beſtowed upon him an handſome 
gratuity in the mean time, and \defired to ſee him a- 
ain has he ſhould be properly refreſhed after the 
FF ue he had undergone. 
Mr. THomas CLARKE being conſulted on this 
occaſion, gave it as his opinion, that Miſs DAARN EIL 
ſhould without delay, chooſe another guardian for 
the few months that remained of her minority. 
This opinion was confirmed by the advice of ſome 
eminent lawyers, to whom immediate recourſe was 
had; and Dr. KawpLe, being the perſon pitched 
upon for this office, the neceſſary forms were exe- 
cuted with all poſſible diſpatch. The firſt uſe the 
doctor made of his guardianſhip was to ſign a power, 
conſtituting Mr. Raten MaTTocks his attorney 
pro tempore, for managing the eſtate of Miſs Aux E- 
L1a DARNEL ; and this was forwarded to the ſteward 
by the hands of CLumy, who ſet out with it for 
the ſeat of Darnel-hill, though not without a heavy 
heart, occaſioned by ſome intimation he had receiv- 
ed, concerning the connexion between his dear DaL- p 
LY, and Mr. CLARKE the lawyer. 


CHAP. 


— 


— a — SOR. —— 7 & 0 9 4 


ſ 
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Mb debate wit bo ce mare corner thas 
one, agreeable to the reader. 


IR LavnceLoT having vindicated the liberty, 
confirmed the ſafety, and ſecured the heart of 
his charming AuzELia, now found leifure to un- 
ravel the conſpiracywhich had been executed againſt 
dis perſon; and with that view commenced a law- 
fuit againſt the owner of the houſe where he and his 
miſtreſs had been ſeparately confined. Mr. SyacxLE 
was, notwithſtanding all the ſubmiſſions and atone- 
ments which he offered to make, either in private or 
in public,” indicted on the ſtatute of kidnapping, 
tried, convicted, puniſhed by a ſevere fine, and 
ſtanding in the pillory. A judicial writ ad inquiren- 
dum being executed, the priſons of his inquiſi:ion 
tone laid open, and ſeveral innocent captives en- 
ed. 
In the courſe of SnacxLe's trial, it appeared that 
the knight's confinement was a ſcheme executed by 
his rival Mr. Sycamore, according to- the device 
of his counfellor Dawoprs, who, by his contri- 
vance, had reconciled himſelf to his patron, after 
having deſerted him in the day of battle. Our hero 
Was A incenſed at the diſcovery of SyYcamoRe's 
treachery and ingratitude, that he went in queſt of 
him immediately, to take vengeance on his perſon, 
accompanied by Capt, CRows, who wanted to bal- 
lance accounts with Mr. DAwDLB. But thoſe gen- 
tlemen had wiſely avoided the impending ſtorm, by 
retiring to the continent, on pretence of travelling 
for improvement. | | 
Sir oo NCELOT was not now ſo much of a knight- 
errant, as to leave AuRELIA to the care of provi- 
dence, and purſue the traitors to the fartheſt extre- 
mities of the earth. He practiſed a much more 
_ eaſy, certain, and effectual method of revenge, by 
_ inſtituting a proceſs againſt them, which, after _ 
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of capias, alias, & pluries, had been repeated, ſub- 
jected them both to outlawry. Mr. Sycamore 
and his friend being thus e ect of the benefit of 
the law, by their own negle&, would likewiſe have 

' forfeited their goods and chattles to the king, had 
not they made ſuch ſubmiſſions as appeaſed the wrath 
of Sir LauncELoT and Capt. Cxows ; then they 


ventured to return, and by dint of intereſt obtained 


a reverſal of the outlawry. But this grace they did 
not enjoy, till long after our adventurer was hap- 
pily eſtabliſhed in life. 28 | 

While the knight waited impatiently for the ex- 
piration of AuxELIA's minority, and, in the mean 
time, conſoled himſelf with the imperfect ineſs 
ariſing from her converſation, and thoſe indulgences 


which the moſt. unblemiſhed virtue could beſtow ;- - 


Capt. Crowe projected another plan of vengeance 
—— the . whoſe lying oracles had coſt 
him ſuch a world of vexation. The truth is, the 
captain began to be tired of idleneſs, and undertook 
this adventure to keep his hand uſe. He impart- 


ed his deſign to Cxansnaw, who had likewiſe ſuf- 


fered in ſpirit from the predictions of the ſaid of- 


fender, and was extremely well diſpoſed to aſſiſt in 
puniſhing the falſe prophet. He now took it for 


ranted that he ſhould not be hanged for ſtealing a 
forks and thought it very hard to pay fo much 


money for a deceitful prophecy, which, in all like- - 


r 
. hhood, would never G tulfled. _ | 
Actuated by theſe motives, they ſet out together 


for the houſe of conſultation ; but they found it 
ſhut up and abandoned, and, upon inquiry in the 
neighbourhood, learned that the conjurer had moy- 


ed his quarters that very day, on. which the captain 


had recourſe to his art. This was actually the caſe : 
he knew the fate of Sir Launceztor would foon 
come to light, and he did not chuſe to wait the 


conſequence. He had other motives for decamp- 
ing. He had run a ſcore at the public houſe, which 
be had no mind to diſcharge, and wanted to diſen- 
gage himſelf from his female aſſociate, who knew 

too 
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too much of his affairs, to be kept at der proper 
diſtance. All theſe purpoſes he had anſwered, by 
retreating ſoftly without beat of drum, whi'e his 
Sybil was abroad running down prey for his de- 
vouring. He had not, however, ne! his mea- 
ſures ſo cunningly, but that this old hag difcovered 
his new lodgings, and in revenge gave information 
to the publican. This creditor wok out a wilt ac- 
cordingly ; and the bailiff had juſt ſecured his per- 
ſon as Capt. Crowe and Timorhuy CraBSHaw 
chanced to paſs by the door in their way homewards, 
through an obſcure ſtreet near the Seven Dials. 
The conjurer having no ſubterfuge left, but a 
great . many particular reaſons for ayoiding an ex- 


planation with the juſtice, like the man between the 


devil and the deep ſea, of two evils choſe the leaſt ; 
and beckoning to the captain, called him by his 
name. Crowe, thus addrefſed, replied with a 


_ «« Hilloah!” and looking towards the place from 


whence he was hailed, at once recognized the ne- 
cromancer. Without ' farther heſitation he ſprang 


acroſs the ſtreet, and collaring Albumazar, exclaim- 


ed, Aha! old boy; is the wind in that corner? 
I thought we ſhould grapple one day——how. will 
I bring you up by the head, though all the devils in 
hell were blowing abaft the beam.” 


| The bailiff ſeeing his priſoner ſo roughly handled 


before, and at the ſame time aſſaulted behind by 
CRABSHAW, Who cried,' © Shew me a liar, and 


III ſhew you a thief—who is to be hanged now?” 


—T fay, the bailiff, fearing he ſhould loſe the be- 


nefit of his job, began to put on his contentious 


face, and, declaring the doctor was his priſoner, 


ſwore he could not ſurrender him, without a warrant 


from the lord chief juſtice. The whole groupe ad- 


journing into the parlour, the conjurer , deſired to 
know of Crowe, whether. Sir LaunceLoT was 


found? being anſwered, « Ey, ey, ſafe enough 


to ſee you made faſt in the bilboes, brother ;” he 
told the captain he had ſomething of conſequence 


to communicate for his advantage; and * 
| | 5 that 
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that CROW E and CRABSHAw ſhould bail the action, 
which lay only for a debt of three pounds. 

' Crowe ſtormed, and CRABSHA grinned at this 
modeſt propoſal: but when they underſtood that 
they could only be bound for his appearance, and 
reflected that they needed not part with him, until 
his body ſhould be ſurrendered unto juſtice, they 


conſented to give bail; and the bond being execu- 


ted, conveyed him directly to the houſe of our 
adventurer. The boiſterous Crowe introduced him 
to Sir LauncELoT with ſuch an abrupt, unconnect- 


ed detail of his offence, as the knight could not un- 


derſtand without TiMoTHY'S annotations. Theſe 
were-followed by ſome queſtions put to the conjurer, 


who laying aſide his black gown, and plucking off - 


his white beard, exhibited to the aſtoniſhed ſpecta- 
tors, the very individual countenance of the empi- 


rical politician FexRET, who had played our hero 8 
ſuch a>ſlippery trick after the electioneering adven- 


« ] . perceive (faid he) you are preparing to ex- 
poſtulate, and upbraid me for having given a falſe 
information againſt you to the countrfWAftice. I 


look upon mankind to be in a ftate of nature; a truth 


which HoBBes hath ſtumbled upon by accident. I 
think every man has a right to avail himſelf of his 
talents, even at the expence of his fellow- creatures; 
juſt as we ſee the fiſh, and other animals of the cre- 


ation, devouring one another.—T found the juſtice _ | 


but one degree removed from idiotiſm, and knowing 
that he would commit ſome blunder in the exe- 
cution of his office, which would lay him at your 
mercy, I contrived to make his folly the inftrument 
of my eſcape ! was diſmiſſed without being obli- 


ged to fign the information I had given; and you 


took mp e vengeance for his tyranny and imperti- 
nence. I came to London, where my citcumſtances 


obliged me to live in diſguiſe. In the character of 
a conjurer, I was conſulted by your follower CRoWw˖ R, 
and your 'ſquire CRABSHAW. I did little or no- 
thing but eccho back the intelligence they brought 


Ile, 


[ 


_ real effe 


which he was heir of blood. 
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me, except prognofticating that Cnastn would ; 


be hanged; a prediction to which I found myſelf fo 


irreſiſtably impelled, that I am perſuaded it was the 
& of inſpiration—I am now arreſted for a 

aultry ſum of money; and, moreover, liable to 
> ſent to Bridewell, as an impoſtor—let thoſe an- 
ſwer for my conduct, whoſe cruelty and infolence 


' have driven me to ee of uſing ſuch fubter- 


fuges——1T have been © ed and perſecuted by 
the government for ſpeaking fruth——your Ur. A 
at 


tent laws have reconciled contradictions. 


which is acknowledged to be truth in fact is conſtru- 


ed falſhood in law; and great reaſon we have to 
boaſt of a conſtitution founded on the baſis of abſur- 


dity —— But, waving theſe remarks, I own I am 
unwilling to be either impriſoned for debt, or pu- 


niſhed for i re—T know how far to depend 


upon generoſity, and what is called benevolence; 
words to amuſe the weak-minded—I build upon a 
ſurer bottom—T will bargain for your aſſiſtance—it 


is in my power to put twelve thouſand pounds in the 
pocket of Sau uEL Crowe, that there ſea-ruffian, 
who by his good-will would hang me to the yard's 
arm— _ s * 
There he was interrupted by the ſeaman. Damn 
your rat's eyes ! none of your hang thee !—fiſh my 


| topmaſts! if the rope was fairly reeved, and the 
tackle ſound, d'ye ſee— Mr. CLARK R, who was 


reſent, began to ftare; while the knight affured 
Narr that if he was really able and willing to 
ſerve Capt. CRo WE in any thing effential, he ſhould 
be amply rewarded. In the mean time, he diſ- 
charged the debt, and aſſigned him an apartment in 
his own houſe. That fame day, Crows, by the 


advice of Sir LauncELoT and his nephew, entered 


into. conditional articles with' the Cynic, to allow 
him the intereſt of fitteen hundred pounds for life; 
provided, by his means, the captain ſhould obtain 
poſſeſſion of the eitate of Hobby-hale in Yorkſhire, 

which had belonged to his grandfather, and of 


| i This 


— 


* 


affectation, which m——_— 
e 
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This bond being executed, Mr. Ex AAEx diſco- 


vered that he himſelf was the lawful huſband of 
- BxivceT Mar, aunt to SamveL Crowe, by a 


clandeſtine 1 which, however, he convin- 
ced them he cou om by undeniable evidence. 
This being the cafF, ſhe, the ſaid BMHòOGET MarLe, 


alias FERRET, was a covert femme, conſequently 


could not tranſat any deed of alienation without 
his concurrence ; ergo, the docking of the intail of 


the eſtate of Hobby-hole was illegal and of none ef- 


fect. This was a very agreeable declaration to the 
whole company, whq did not fail to congratulate 
Captain Crowe on the proſpect of his being re- 
ſtored to his inheritance. | Tou CLARKE, in par- 
ticular, proteſted, with tears in his eyès, that it 
ve him unſpeakable joy; and his tears trickled 
= faſter, when Crowe, with an arch look, ſig- 
nified that now he was pretty well victualled for 
life, he had ſome thoughts of embarking on the 
voyage of matrimony. W | 
But that point of happineſs to which, as the norih 


pole, the courſe of theſe adventures hath been inva- 


riabiy directed, was till unattained; we mean, the 
indiſſoluble union of the accompliſhed Sir Launcs- 
Lor Greaves and the inchanting Miſs DazwerL. 
Our hero now diſcovered in his miſtreſs a thouſand 


charms, which hitherto he had no opportunity to 


contemplate. He found her beauty excelled by her 
od ſenſe, and her virtue ſuperior to both. He 
Pound her untainted by that giddineſs, vanity, and 
1 faſhionable*females 

found her uninfeQed by 


of the preſent ape. 
Hon and diffipation ; for noiſe, tu- 


the rage for dive 


_ mult, gewgaws, glitter, and extravagance. He 


found her not only raiſed by underſtanding and tafte 


far above the amuſements of little vulgar minds; 


but even exalted by uncommon genius and refined- 
reflection, ſo as to reliſh the more ſublime enjoy- 
ments of rational pleaſure. He found her poſſeſſed 


., 


of that —_— of mind which conftitutes true for- 


titude, and vindicates the empire of reaſon. He 


found 


deſtined for his conſort. Capt. Crowe had taken 
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found her heart incapable of diſguiſe or diſimula- 


tion; frank, generous, and open; ſuſceptible of 
the moſt tender } 
ſenſe of honour” and melting with humanity. A 
is ſenſibility could not fail of being deeply 


affected by ſuch attractions. Tie -nearer he a 


proached the centre of hkppineſs, the more did the 
velocity. of his paſſion encreaſe. Her uncle ſtill re- 


mained inſenſible, as it were in the arms of death. 


Time ſeemed to linger in its lapſe, till the knight 
was inflamed to the moſt eager degree of impatience. 

He communicated his difiref to AukELIA; he 
preſſed her with the moſt pathetic remonſtrances to 


| 3 the torture of his ſuſpence. He intereſted 


Mrs. KawbLe in his behalf; and, at length, his 
importunity ſucceeded. The banns of marriage 
were regularly publiſhed ; and the ceremony was 
rformed in the pariſh church, in the preſence of 
r. KawbLE and his lady, Capt. Crowe, lawyer 
CLARKE, and Mrs. DoL.Ly CowsLie. 95 
The bride, inſtead, of being diſguiſed in taw 


ſtuffs of gold or ſilver, and ſweating under a harneſs 


of diamonds, according to the elegant taſte of the 
times, appeared in a negligee of plain blue ſattin, 
without any other jewels than her eyes, which far 
outſhone all that ever was produced by the mines of 


Golconda: Her hair had no extraneous ornament, 


but a ſmall ſprig of artificial roſes ; but the dignity 


of her air, the elegance of her ſhape, the ſweetneſs 


and ſenſibility of her coumtenance, added to ſuch 
warmth of colouring, and ſuch exquiſite ſymmetry 


of features, as could not be excelled by human na- 


ture, attracted the eyes and excited the admiration 
of all the beholders. The effect they produced in 


the heart of Sir LaunceLoT, was ſuch a rapture as 


we Cannot pretend to deſcribe. He made his ap- 

rance on this occaſion, in a white coat and blue 
ſattin veſt, both embroidered with filver; and all 
who ſaw him could not but own that he alone ſeem- 
ed worthy to - poſſeſs the lady whom heaven had 


off 


preſſions; glowing with a keen 
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off a blue ſuit of cloaths ſtrongly guarded with bars 
of broad gold lace, in order to honour the nuptials 
of his go 5 er ks head a bag-wig a- la 

geon, e by an old acquaintance in Wapping ; 
2 to his fide he had girded a huge plate-hilted 
ſword, which he had bought of a recruiting ſerjeant, 


Mr. CLARk E was drefled in pompadour, with gold 


buttons, and his lovely DoLLy, in a ſmart checked 


luteſtring, a preſent from her miſtreſs. 
The whole company dined, by invitation, at the 
houſe of Dr. Ka wol; and here it was that the 
two moſt deſerving lovers on the face of the earth 
attained to the e de of all earthly felicity. 
The captain and his nephew had a hint to retire In 
due time. ,Mrs. KawvyLE conducted the amiable 
AvuxEL1a, trembling, to the marriage-bed: our 
hero glowing with a bride-groom's ardour, claimed 
the huſband's privilege: Hywen lighted up his 
briphteft torch at Virtue's lamp, and every ſtar ſhed 
Its 2 ieſt influence on their heaven- directed union. 
Inſtructions had been already diſpatched to prepare 
Greaveſbury-hall for the reception of its new miſtreſs; 
and for that place the new- married couple ſet out 
the next morning, according to the plan which had 
been previouſly concerted. Sir LaunceLoT and 
lady Gxeaves accompanied by Mrs. KawpLe and 
attended by DoLLy, travelled in their own coach 
drawn by fix dappled horfes. Dr. Kawore with 
Capt. Crowe, occupied the doctor's poſt-chariot, 


provided with four bays: Mr. CLARKE had the 


honour to beſtride the loins of Bronzomarte : Mr. 
FrxRET was mounted upon an old hunter: CRAB· 
SHA ſtuck cloſe to his old friend Gilbert; and two 
other horſemen compleated the retinue. There was 
not an aching heart in the Whole cavalcade, except 
that of the young lawyer, which was by turns in- 
vaded with hot defirez and chilling ſeruples. Tho” 


he was fond of DoLLy to diſtraction, his regard to 


wary reputation, and his attention to worldly 
intereſt, were continually raifing up bars to a le 


f the 


gratification of his love. * pride was ſtartled at 
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the thought of marrying the daughter of a poor 
country publican; and he moreover dreaded the re- 

ſentment of his uncle Cxowe, ſhould he take any 

ſtep of this nature without his concurrence. Man 

a wiſhful look did he caſt at Do LL, the tears ſtand- 
ing in his eyes; and many a woeful ſigh did he 
Utter. 4 427 4 wand ob 
Lady Greaves immediately perceived. the fitua- 
tion of his heart, and, by queſtioning Mrs. Cow- 
SLip, diſcovered a mutual paſhon between theſe 
lovers. She conſulted her dear knight on the ſub- 
ject; and he catechiſed the lawyer, who . 
guilty. The captain being ſounded, as to his opi- 
nion, declared that he would be ſteered in that as well 
as every other courſe of life, by Sir Laux cELOr and 
his lady, whom he verily revered as beings of an 
order ſuperior to the ordinary race of mankind. 
This favourable reſponſe being obtained from the 
failor, our hero took an opportunity on the road, 
one day after dinner, in preſence of the whole com- 
pany, to accoſt the lawyer in theſe words: «© My 
good friend CLARKE, I have your happineſs very 
much at heart—your father was an honeſt man, to 
whom my family had manifold. obligations. I have 
had theſe many years a perſonal regard for yourſelf, 
derived from your own.integrity of heart and good- . 
neſs of diſpoſition—lI ſee you are affected, = ſhall 
de brief,—beſides this regard, I am indebted to your 
friendſhip for the liberty—what ſhall I ſay ?—for 
the ineſtimable happineſs I now enjoy, in poſſeſſin 

the moſt excellent——But I underſtand that Remi 
cant glance of my AUzxELia—l will not offend her 
delicacy——The truth is, my obligation is very 
great, and it is time I ſhould evince my gratitude 
if the ſtewardſhip of my eſtate is worth your accep- 
tance, you ſhall * it immediately, together with 
the houſe and farm of Cockerton, in my. neighbour- 
hood. I know you have a paſſion for Mrs. DoLLy ; 
and believe ſhe looks upon you with the eyes of ten- 
der prepoſſefion——don't bluſh DoLLy——beſides, 
your agreeable perion, which all the world muſt 
„ = | approve. 
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approve, you can boaſt of virtue, fidelity, and 
friendſhip. Your attachment to lady Greaves, 
neither ſhe nor I ſhall ever forget—if you are wil- 
ling to unite your fate with Mr. CLARKE, your miſ- 
u gives me leave to aſſüre you ſhe will ſtock 
the farm at her own expence; and we will celebrate 
the wedding at Greaveſbury-ball—” 


By this time the hearts of theſe grateful lovers. 


had overflowed. DoLLy was fitting on her knees 
bathing her lady's hand with her tears; and Mr. 
CLARKE appeared in the ſame attitude by Sir Lavx- 


CELOT. The uncle, almof as much affected as the 


nephew, by the generoſity of our adventurer, cried 
aloud, I pray God that you and your glorious 
confort may have fmooth ſeas and gentle gales whi- 
therſoever you. are bound—as for my kinſman Tou, 


Pl give him a thouſand pounds to ſet him fairly 


afloat; and if he do not prove a faithful tender to 
you his benefactor, F hope he will founder in this 
world, and be. damned in that which is to come.” 
Nothing now was wanting to the completion of their 


happineſs, but the confent of DoLLx's mother, at 


the Black Lyon, who they did not ſuppoſe could 
have any objection to ſuch an advantageous match 
for her daughter: but, in this particular, they were 
miſtaken. . _ | 7 
In the mean time, they arrived at the village 
where the knight had exerciſed the duties of chival- 
ry; and there he received the gratulation of Mr. 
FiLLET, and the attorney who had offered to bail 
him before juſtice Gog3LE. Mutual civilities hav- 
ing paſſed, they gave him to underſtand, that Goz- 
BLE and his wife had turned methodifts. All the 


reſt of the priſoners whom he had delivered came to 


teſtify their gratitude, and were hoſpitably enter- 


tained. Next day, they halted at the Black Lyon. 


where the good woman was overjoyed to ſee Dol 
Ly ſo happily preferred: but, when Sir LaunctLoTt 


unfolded the propoſed marriage, ſhe interrupted 


him with a ſcream. < Chriſt Jeſus forbid—marry 
and amen! match with her own brother!“ * 
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At this exclamation DoLLy fainted : her lover 
ſtood with his hairs erect, and his mouth wide open; 
Crowe ſtared; while the knight and his lady ex- 
preſſed equal ſurpriſe and concern. When Sir La un- 
EELOT intreated Mrs. CowsLIr to explain this my- 
ſtery, the told him that about ſixteen years ago, 
Mr. CLagxe ſenior had brought DoLLy, then an 
infant, to her houſe, when ſhe and her late huſband 
lived in another part of the country ; and as ſhe had 
then been lately delivered of a child which did not 
live, he hired her as nurſe to the little foundling. 
He owned the was a love-begotten babe, and from 
time to time paid handſomely for the board of Dot- 
ty, who he deſired might paſs for her own daugh- 
ter. In his laſt illneſs, he aſſured her he had —— 
care to provide for the child; but ſince his death ſhe 
had received no account of any ſuch proviſion. She, 
moreover, informed his honour, that Mr. CLARKE 
had depoſited in her hands a diamond ting and a 
ſealed paper, never to be opened without his order, 
until DoL LY ſhould be demanded in marriage by 
the man ſhe ſhould like; and not then except in 
the preſence of the clergyman of the parifh. © Send 
for the clergyman this inſtant (cried our hero, red- 
dening, an fixing his eyes on DoLLy) I hope all 
will yet be well” 1 po 

The vicar arriving and being made acquainted 
with the nature of the caſe, the landlady produced 
the paper, which being opened; appeared to be an 
authentic certificate, that the perſon, commonly 
known by the name of DoxOTHY CowsLIr, was 
in fact DoRorHEA Greaves, daughter of Jona- 
THA Greaves, eſq; by a young gentlewoman 
who had been ſome years deceaſed. ———— 
The remaining part of the myſtery I myſelf can 
unfold-— (exclaimed the knight, while he ran and 
embraced the aſtoniſhed DoLLy, as his kinſwo- 
man.) Jon ATRHANX Greaves was my uncle, and 
died before he came of age; fo that he could make 
no ſettlement on his child, the fruit of a private 
amour, founded on a promiſe of marriage, of . 

: | | this 
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this ring was a token. Mr. CLaxxE being his con- 
fident Thpoſed of the child, and at length find- 
ing his conſtitution decay, revealed the ſecret to my 
father, who, in his will, bequeathed one hundred 
pounds a year to this agreeable foundling: but, as 
they both died while I was abroad, and ſome of the 
memorandums touching this tranſaction probably 
were miſlaid, I never till now could diſcover where 
or how my pretty couſin was ſituated. I fhal] re- 
compence the good woman for her care and fidelity, 
| 72 take pleaſure in bringing this affair to a happy 
ue.“ 11 . 
The lovers were now overwhelmed with tranſports 
of joy and gratitude, and every countenance was 
lighted up with ſatisfaction. From this place to the 
| habitation of Sir LA UuNcELOr, the bells were rung 
in every pariſh, and the corporation in their forma- 
lities congratulated him in every town through which 
he paſſed. About five miles from — y-ball 
he was met by above five thouſand perſons of both 
ſexes and every age, drefſed out in their gayeſt ap- 
parel, headed by Mr. Ratren MatTocks from 
arnel-hill, and the r&Qor from the knight's own 
1 They were prepeded by muſic of different 
inds, ranged under a gteat variety of flags and en- 
ſigns; and the women as /well as the men, bedi- 
zened with fancy-kno marriage fayours. At 
the end of the avenue, a ſele& bevy of comely vir- 
gins arrayed in white, and a ſeparate band of choice 
youths, diſtinguiſhed by garlands of laurel and holly 
interweaved, fell into the proceſſion, and ſung in 
chorus a ruſtic epithalamium compoſed by the curate. 
At the gate _ were — by the venerable 
houſe keeper Mrs. Oak LEV, whole features were 
ſo brightened by the occaſion, that with the firſt 
uu ſhe made a conqueſt of the heart of captain 
ROWE ; and this connexion was improved after- 
Wards into a legal conjunction. 5 
Mean while the houſes of Greaveſbury-hall and 
Darnel-hill were ſet open for the entertainment of all 
comers, and both echoed with the ſounds of feſtivity, 
M 3 After 
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. After the ceremony of giving and receiving viſits 
| had been performed by Si 
and his lady, Mr. CLARKE was honoured with the 


r LauncELoT Greaves: 


hand of the agreeable Miſs DoLLy Greaves ; and 
the captain was put in poſſeſſion of his paternal 
eſtate. The perfect and uninterrupted felicity of 
the knight and his endearing conſort, diffuſed itſelf 


through the whole adjacent country, as far as their 


example and influence could extend. They were 
admiged, efteemed, and applauded by every perſon 
of taſte, ſentiment, and 1 ; at the ſame 
time beloved, revered, and almoſt adored by the 
common people, among whom they ſuffered not the 
mereileſs hand of indigence or miſery to ſeize one 
„ TT ET 

ERRET, at firſt ſeemed to enjoy his eaſy circum- 
ſtances; but the novelty of this ſituation ſoon wore 
off, and all his miſanthropy returned. He could. 
not bear to ſee his fellow- creatures happy around 


him; and ſignified his diſguſt to Sir LavnceLor, 


declaring his intention of returning to the metropolis, 
where he knew there would be always food ſuffi- 
cient ſor the ravenous appetite of his ſpleen. Be- 
fore he departed; the knight made him partake of 
his bounty, though he could not make him taſte of 
his happineſs, which ſoon received a conſiderable 
addition in the birth of a ſon, deſtined to be the 
heir and repreſentative of two worthy families, whoſe 
mutual animoſity, the union of his parents had fo. 
bappily extinguiſhed. | tg" 


